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The Two, One 
   June 20, 2021 
 
 
I loved the 1979 commercials where an accident occurs.  The accident was in various forms, but 
the end result was always the same.  Someone eating a chocolate bar and someone eating 
peanut butter end up with some of the other’s food on, or in, their food.   Some of you will 
remember the characters saying, “Hey, you got your chocolate in my peanut butter!”  And the 
other answers, “You got your peanut butter on my chocolate.”  Then, they both then taste the 
flavor combination and discover that it is really good. 
 
God did a combining of two groups of people, but it was no accident.  Before we look at what 
he did, I want you to see why he did it.  Look with me at the following scripture. 
 
2 Corinthians 5:19 (NIV)  “… God was reconciling the world to himself…” 
 
That is an amazing statement.  The holy, perfect, righteous creator of the universe, decided to 
reconcile a world of enemies to himself.  Our sin makes us an enemy of God.  God wanted to 
make peace, but there was a problem.  How could such a thing be accomplished?   God could 
not just excuse the sin that made us his enemies.  That same verse of scripture we just read 
goes on to tell us how God accomplished this amazing thing.   
 
2 Corinthians 5:19 (NIV)  “… God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ…”  
 
In Christ Jesus, through his unrighteous death, God provided a means of forgiving us our sins 
and reconciling us to himself.  Jesus died for our sins.  As we trust our sins to the death of Jesus, 
God credits us with the righteousness of Jesus.  God is reconciling the world to himself in Christ.  
No one but God could have thought up such a solution to our sin problem. 
 
What a wonderful message.  But would anyone believe it?  Some would.  Some wanted to 
believe.  They recognized their sins against God and wanted a solution.  They would gladly put 
their faith in Jesus.   
 
But others would be doubtful of its truthfulness.  They would need a visible, real-world 
demonstration of some kind.  They would need to see some evidence that God was reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ.  So, God provided such a demonstration.  We read of this visible, 
real-world demonstration of reconciliation in the letter of Paul to the Christians in Ephesus. 
 
As we begin you are going to see the word “gentiles.”  The word “gentile” is derived from Latin 
for clan, tribe, people, or family.  It is used in our English Bibles to translate two different 
Hebrew words and one Greek word.  The Greek word is ethnos, from which we get our word 
ethnic.  These three words have various meanings in the Bible depending on context.  These 
three words are used for various groups of people, sometimes even for the nation of Israel.  
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However, they are used in the Bible most often for non-Jews.  In the passage we are about to 
read it is used specifically for non-Jews who have become Christians. 
 
Ephesians 2:11-13 (NIV)  Therefore, remember that formerly you who are Gentiles by birth 
and called "uncircumcised" by those who call themselves "the circumcision" (that done in the 
body by the hands of men)--  remember that at that time (before your conversion) you were 
separate from Christ, excluded from citizenship in Israel and foreigners to the covenants of 
the promise, without hope and without God in the world.  But now in Christ Jesus you who 
once were far away have been brought near through the blood of Christ.  
 
Paul wrote of the fact that the Gentiles were brought near to God “through the blood of 
Christ.”  So, not only was God reconciling himself to Jews, but also to non-Jews.  That is what 
enabled us to become Christians.   
 
As I said earlier, God needed a visible demonstration of Him reconciling the world to himself.  
This visible demonstration is the fact that Jewish Christians and non-Jewish Christians came 
together as one local church.  Having Jesus in common with each other they were able to 
overcome their other differences.   
 
In Christ, they reconciled to God and also to each other.  Let’s read on. 
 
Ephesians 2:14-15 (NIV)  For he (Christ) himself is our peace, who has made the two one and 
has destroyed  
 
You see, the Law of Moses, like a wall, divided Jews from everyone else.  God told the Israelites 
that they were not to be like the peoples around them.  Relating to Yahweh, through the Law, 
would set them apart from the other nations. 

(the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility: Lev 18:24;  20:23-26;  Dt 6:13-15;  7:2-3, 16) 
 
For example, the Jews were to make no political alliances with non-Jews.  They were not to 
intermarry with them.  They were not to adopt their gods.  They were not to create physical 
idols like other people did.  They were not to engage in sexual promiscuity like others did.  And 
they were not to eat the unclean foods of these other people groups.   
 
In short, they didn’t fit in.  That wasn’t a big problem when the whole nation of Israel was 
Jewish and they ruled themselves.  It WAS a big problem when they lived in other nations ruled 
by other peoples, or when Israel was ruled by other nations.  The Law of Moses made them 
different.  The Law of Moses made it so they did not fit in with non-Jewish peoples. 
 
When Jews lived outside of Israel, they never fully assimilated themselves into the language, 
culture, or religion of that nation.  They remained distinctly Jewish as much as they could.  And 
because of that, they were never fully accepted by the people around them.  Often this lack of 
acceptance turned into suspicion, fear, and persecution of various kinds.   An example is in 
Exodus. 
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Exodus 1:8-10 (NIV)  Then a new king, who did not know about Joseph, came to power in 
Egypt.  "Look," he said to his people, "the Israelites have become much too numerous for us. 
 Come, we must deal shrewdly with them or they will become even more numerous and, if 
war breaks out, will join our enemies, fight against us and leave the country."  
 
And this was before the Law of Moses was even given.  After it was given it made the Jews even 
more separated from the peoples around them.  It caused further division between the Jews 
and others.   
 
The Romans hated the Jews because the Jews did not assimilate into Roman rule, culture, and 
religion like the other nations they had conquered.  The Jews hated the Romans for ruling over 
their nation.  By the time Paul wrote his letter there was a long history of hatred between many 
Jews and their non-Jewish neighbors.  They tolerated each other, but as much as possible they 
had nothing to do with each other.  
 
So wouldn’t it be a wonderful picture of the gospel of reconciliation with God for God to form 
churches made up of both Jews and non-Jews?  It would.  And that is what God did.  Let’s read 
on, starting in verse 14. 
 
Ephesians 2:14-18 (NIV)   For he himself is our peace, who has made the two one and has 
destroyed the barrier, the dividing wall of hostility, by abolishing in his flesh the law with its 
commandments and regulations.  His purpose was to create in himself one new man out of 
the two, thus making peace,  and in this one body to reconcile both of them to God through 
the cross, by which he put to death their hostility.  He came and preached peace to you who 
were far away (Gentiles) and peace to those who were near (Jews).  For through him we both 
have access to the Father by one Spirit. 
 
God made peace between the two.  Somehow, the Holy Spirit was able to merge two very 
different people groups.  Reading on… 
 
Ephesians 2:19-22 (NIV)  Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and aliens, but fellow 
citizens with God's people and members of God's household,  built on the foundation of the 
apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole 
building is joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too 
are being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 
 
The Holy Spirit does not just indwell Christians.  The Spirit indwells churches.  He does more in 
us when we unite than when we separate.  So, we should come together in the gospel.  We 
should come together in worship.  We should come together in prayer.  We should come 
together in sharing the Gospel. 
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So what is the meaning of this for us?    
 
Today, there are many social, cultural, and political issues that divide people.  Christians, even 
in America, are not all alike.  Christians have different political views.  Some are democrats, 
some are republicans, some are libertarians, some are independents, and some are green 
party.  Christians have different views on social issues and cultural issues, like immigration, 
abortion, gun ownership, taxes, and lots more issues. 
 
Churches are to be built on the Good News of Jesus Christ and our shared understanding of our 
theological understanding of how to live that out. 
 
To let any political, social, or cultural issue divide a church is a sin. 
Some Christians are tempted to form churches of only like-minded people on such issues. 
 
Language, by necessity, prevents Christians from coming together.  I would find it impossible to 
be discipled by Christians who spoke only a language other than English.  But I could readily be 
discipled by Christians of any country, any political preference, any social or cultural opinion 
who spoke English.   
 
Our common allegiance to Jesus is what brings us together.  That is the same which must hold 
us together.  We must not let any worldly issues separate us.  Churches should not be wholly 
republican or democrat, not be all Yankee fans or all Orioles fans, not be vegans or meat-eaters, 
etc. 
 
Do not hesitate to invite anyone to Emmanuel Baptist Church.  Do not hesitate to invite 
anyone who is different from you in any way.  Invite them anyway.  Do not assume that they 
have to be like us for God to draw them into our church.   
 
Would you join a church if you were the only white person there?  I hope you would if led by 
the Spirit to do so.  Several times God has led someone to join Emmanuel when they were the 
only black person here.   
 
God wants a multi-cultural church.  God wants a multi-colored church.  God wants a church 
made up of people who are different from each other in education, income, political views, 
vocations, ethnic origins, and life experiences.  In this God demonstrates that he is reconciling 
the world to himself in Christ by reconciling us to each other in Christ. 
 
----------------- 
 
God wants to be reconciled to you.  If you are still in your sins you are an enemy of God.  But 
you can be reconciled to God if you will trust your sins into the death of Jesus and turn your life 
over to Him as Lord. 
 
 


