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Not Part of Us 

June 14, 2020 

 

 

In July of last year a man who had been a well-known pastor and author announced he was no longer a 

Christian.  In his public statement he wrote, in part,   

 

 I have undergone a massive shift in regard to my faith in Jesus. The popular phrase for this is  

 “deconstruction,” the biblical phrase is “falling away.”  By all the measurements that I have for  

 defining a Christian, I am not a Christian. 

 

Then in August an evangelical musician, composer, and worship leader at one of the largest, most 

influential churches in the world announced that he was no longer a Christian.   

 

Such falling away from the Christian faith is not unheard of.  Every other year or so some well-known 

person gives up on Christianity.  In the New Testament we see people in churches who appear at first to 

be believers.  But there is something lacking in their understanding of the faith.  The apostle John wrote 

of some who left Christianity.  We’ll look at what he wrote momentarily.   

 

Maybe you know someone who walked away from Christianity.  Depending on what you knew of them 

you might have been surprised at their announcement.  I was shocked at the news of the first man’s 

announcement.  I did not know him personally but knew something of his history and his ministry.  I 

have lots of questions for him.   

 

Today, I want to raise these questions with you.  There may be someone watching this video that 

considers himself or herself to be a Christian.  But you may never have been truly saved.  I hope the 

difference will become clear by the end.  Not everyone who joins a church is a true Christian, a follower 

of Jesus Christ.  Jesus said as much in one of his parables.   

 

After hearing what I have to say and determining that you are not a Christian, I hope you are brave 

enough to admit it.  And I hope that you will make the choice to become a Christian. 

 

So here are the questions I would ask of those who have left Christianity. 

How, when, and under what circumstances did you join Christianity? 

 

People join with Christians for different reasons and out of different experiences. 

 

Some people joined Christianity out of a crisis.  They can tell you of an event that triggered them 

coming to this religion.  It might have been a crisis of grief.  A friend of family member died and it gone 

them thinking about what happens to them after death.   

 

For others the crisis might have been a personal failure.  They committed a crime and were caught.  

They broke a promise with huge consequences.  They committed moral failure.  Or they caused injury to 

another. 

 

Some people joined Christianity out of a search for God.  They were praying and trying different 

religions and something clicked for them as they read the Bible or heard a sermon. 
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Some people just drifted into Christianity.   At first, I was one of these.  I can never remember NOT 

believing in God.  My parents were Christians and very involved in a church.  So I was raised by a church 

family.  I saw people becoming Christians regularly.  I saw others my own age getting baptized.  It was 

the usual thing to do.   

 

Many people who grow up in a church drift into Christianity without ever being converted.  Instead, they 

are drawn to Christianity because all the people they know and love while growing up are believers.  

They admire the faith, the passion, of their parents and others and want to be like them.   

 

Many critics of religion push this very idea.  They say that most Muslims grew up in Muslim families and 

adopted the faith of their parents.  Most Hindus grow up in Hindu families and adopt the faith of their 

parents.  And most Christians grow up in Christian families and adopt the faith of their parents.  This is 

even more the result if the whole community is of one faith.  It isn’t that people do a comparative study 

of different religions and decide that the religion of their parents makes the most sense or has the best 

answers.  They just go with the flow of those around them. 

 

How many have we baptized as a church who were older children or young teens who do not now, as 

adults, show any evidence of being followers of Jesus Christ?  I cannot help but think that some or all of 

these were not truly converted, but just drifted into and then out of Christianity.  Maybe you did too. 

 

You can join Christianity as a religion without a conversion taking place.  This is why I carefully screen 

those who come to me seeking baptism.  I am looking for evidence of true conversion, not just a desire 

to be baptized like all the other kids.  I am looking to see if they understand the gospel or have just been 

pushed to be baptized by a friend or relative. 

 

So how, when, and under what circumstances did you join Christianity? 

 

 

Do you believe in the existence of God?  Do you believe this to be the God of the Bible? 

Lots of people believe in the existence of at least one God.  Hindus believe in many Gods.  Muslims 

believe in the existence of one God.  But neither of these groups believe in the God of the Bible.  

Muslims recognize the book of Genesis as true.  But they do not accept most of the rest of the Old 

Testament.  And they certainly do not accept the New Testament.  They do not believe that Jesus is the 

incarnation of God. 

 

Likely those who later reject Christianity have trouble with the Bible itself.  They do not believe the Bible 

to be authoritative truth from God.   They like the teachings of Jesus.  They like some of the Psalms.  But 

much in the Bible they reject as true or reject for some other reason.  You have never fully believed in all 

the Bible teaches.  And as culture keeps moving further away from the Bible’s moral teaching, you 

follow culture and pull further away from the Christian religion. 

 

 

Do you believe in life after death?   

I do not know what the ex-pastor now believes.  I do not know if he considers himself an atheist or an 

agnostic.  His website does not say.   
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Maybe you believe in a heaven but not a hell.  There are many such people in today’s world.  The idea of 

hell is repugnant to them.  I understand that.  But… If you refuse to believe in a consequence for sin 

then either you don’t believe in sin or else you don’t believe God is just. 

 

 

Do you believe you are a sinner?   

This is one of the foundational truths of the Christian faith.  To be a Christian you must see yourself as a 

sinner.  But not all who think of themselves as Christians accept this teaching.  One man told me that he 

was not perfect.  He readily admitted that.  He had made mistakes.  But as soon as I used the word 

sinner, he objected.  He objected to being called a sinner.  He defined sinner as one who hurt others, a 

robber, a thief, a murderer, an abuser.  He had never done any of these things.  So he did not consider 

himself to be a sinner.  Therefore, he did not recognize any need for a savior. 

 

The Bible is clear that we are all sinners.   

Romans 3:23 (NIV)  “… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God…” 

 

All have sinned.  That means I have sinned.  I am a sinner.  We are all sinners.   

 

Our chief sin is that we fail to live the glory of God.  We fail to recognize God’s place as sovereign 

creator.  We fail to live his importance.  We fail to treat him as if this world and all who are in it were 

created by him and for him.  We live our lives as if they belong to us instead of to him.   

 

Now, there are other sins, but this one is the chief sin.  It leads to all the other sins.  And we are guilty of 

many.  The bottom line is that we are all sinners.  We are natural sinners.  We are habitual sinners.   

IF you do not believe this, then you are not a Christian.   

 

Do you believe God is just or unjust? 

 

If God is unjust he is not worthy of our love and devotion.  If God is just, then He must hold us 

accountable for sin.  He must punish sin.  That means there must be some kind of punishment for 

sinners.  The Bible teachers that death is the consequence of sin. 

 

Romans 6:23 (NIV)    “… the wages of sin is death…” 

 

There are actually two deaths presented in the Bible.  The first death is the one we are familiar with.  

Everyone who has ever died has died the first death.   One day all who have died will be resurrected 

before God and judged for sins.  Those found guilty of sin and not being followers of Jesus will be 

thrown into a lake of fire.  This is the second death.  It is more usually referred to as hell.  

 

If God is just he must punish sin.  There were lots of calls for justice this week for George Floyd.  I have 

not heard anyone say what justice for him would mean.  I assume it means that at least the one officer 

will be found guilty of second degree murder.  But what would a just sentence be?  Would life in prison 

be enough?  Would the death penalty be enough?  What would be fair and just? 

 

And what would be fair and just condemnation of those who have rejected the love and grace of God?  

It is for God to decide that, not us.  How dare we deny the lake of fire as a just consequence for sin. 
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A true Christian sees himself as a sinner deserving of hell.  If you do not believe this, I would not be 

surprised if you too walk away from Christianity one day.  You are not a real Christian if you do not 

believe this. 

 

 

Do you believe you can earn heaven, with or without Jesus’ help? 

We have already stated that we are all sinners deserving of the lake of fire.  There is nothing you can do 

to make up for all the sin you are already guilty of.  You cannot earn heaven, not with a good moral life 

here on out, not with church going, not with baptism, not with prayers or tithing or good deeds. 

 

Nor can you earn heaven by combining whatever you do with what Jesus did for you.  If you combine 

anything to Jesus, you are diluting his righteousness.  You are polluting his holiness.  You are making 

impure something that is pure.  Jesus alone is all that you need.  If you add your efforts to him you are 

watering him down.  You are making your case for heaven weaker, not stronger.  No one will get into 

heaven on that basis. 

 

 

So what do we make of these who announce they have left the Christian religion?  We say, with John 

the apostle, that they were never true Christians to start with.  

 

1 John 2:18-19 (NIV)   Dear children, this is the last hour; and as you have heard that the antichrist is 

coming, even now many antichrists have come.  This is how we know it is the last hour.  They went 

out from us, but they did not really belong to us.  For if they had belonged to us, they would have 

remained with us; but their going showed that none of them belonged to us.  

 

John is calling antichrists any person who denies Jesus as their savior.  All who walk away from 

Christianity are antichrist.  They are against the Good News of Jesus. 

 

Why can John say such a thing?  Because becoming a Christian is not like joining the Kiwanis, Costco, or 

the Waugh Chapel Swim Club.  You can cancel your membership in those.  You can have your name 

removed from the mailing list.   You can unsubscribe from the emails.   But once you have truly 

converted to the Christian faith you cannot go back.  True Christians have undergone a permanent 

change.   

 

2 Corinthians 5:17 (NIV)     … if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone, the new has 

come! 

 

True conversion consists of two parts.  You receive Jesus as Savior and Lord and God changes you on the 

inside.  That change is irreversible.  You can’t become a non-Christian.  You may become disillusioned, 

depressed, or discouraged by something you see in Christians or the church.  But you won’t cease being 

a Christian.  You may become lax in your obedience.  But God adopted you into his family and he never 

gives you up to your old life. 

 

Maybe you have realized in these few minutes that you are not a true Christian.  You do not believe 

these foundational truths.  You have not given yourself to Jesus.  You are not trusting in him alone for 

eternal life.  You have not been changed by the Spirit of God.  But you can change that right now.  You 

can pray yourself into his hands, receiving him as your personal Savior and Lord. 


