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Faith Required 
January 5, 2020 
 
 
When my sons were young and misbehaving in public I would sometimes give them the 
look.  You know what I mean.  The look is that stern expression parents give their 
children.  The look communicates, without words, the parent’s displeasure with the 
child’s current behavior.  The intended message is, “You better stop what you are doing 
or there will be consequences.” 
 
My sons were adopted by us.  They came to live with us as they were turning five and 
six.  Before coming to live with us they had not been parented well consistently.    They 
were not familiar with the look.  So whenever I gave them the look it had no impact.  
Nothing changed, except my level of frustration. 
 
The parenting look is not the only time people try to communicate something without 
spelling it out in detail.  God did the same thing with the ancient Israelites.  God wanted 
something from them that he did not spell out plainly in the commands he gave them to 
obey.  God wanted them to put their faith in him.  Faith is trust.  God wanted them to 
trust him.  He wanted them to trust in his power to protect them.  He wanted them to 
trust in his power to defeat their enemies.  He wanted them to trust in his power to 
preserve their lives without physical food and water.   But he never commanded them to 
trust in him.  There are only three mentions of trusting in God or faith in God in the books 
that contain the Law of Moses.  The first is in Exodus 14. 
 
Exodus 14:31 (NIV)  And when the Israelites saw the  great power the LORD 
displayed against the Egyptians, the people feared the LORD and put their trust in 
him and in Moses his servant.  
 
When God drowned the Egyptian army, the Israelites put their faith in God.  But their 
faith did not continue.  When it came time to enter the Promised Land they did not trust 
in God to defeat the people who lived there.   
 
Twice in the book of Deuteronomy, Moses reminds them of this failure to trust God.  In 
this book Moses reminded them of the highlights of the previous 40 years.  He reminded 
them of their response to the report of the spies at that earlier time.  
 
Deuteronomy 1:32 (NIV)  “… you did not trust in the  LORD your God…”  (9:23)  
 
God expected his people to put their trust in him.  He did not command them to do so.  
Instead, faith in him was implied in their obedience.  They would have to trust in him in 
order to obey him.  We see this implication when we look at some of what God 
commanded. 
 
Old Testament commands that made faith in God neces sary: 
 

The Sabbath  (Ex. 20:10) 
In those days, as in much of the world today, business was carried out seven days a 
week.  Markets were open in towns and cities every day.  Most of the Israelites were 
farmers or shepherds, both of which are seven day a week jobs.  There is always 
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something that needs to be done.  God commanded them to work only six days a week 
and rest every seventh day.  
 

No planting or harvesting of crops each seventh yea r  (Ex. 23:10-11) 
God told them to let their fields lie fallow each seventh year.  They were not to plow the 
ground or plant crops.  They were not to pick their grapes, figs, or olives.  God promised 
to give them enough produce in the sixth year to last until the harvest of the eighth year. 
 

A tithe of crops and animals (Lev. 27:30-32)  
The farmers were required to give ten percent of their crops and animals to God.   
 

Consecration of Firstborn (Ex. 13:2; 34:19) 
The first born of every womb belonged to God.     
 

Sin and Guilt Offerings (Lev. 4-6) 
They had to bring these to God in response to their sins. 
 

Provisions for the poor  (Ex. 23:10-11; Lev. 19:10;  23:22; Dt. 14:29) 
They were not to pick all the produce of their fields, but leave some for the poor to glean.   
 

Three, annual, required trips to the Tabernacle/Tem ple by all men  
(Ex. 23:14–17; 34:23) 

This wasn’t bad if you lived nearby.  But for those who had to travel it meant many nights 
away from home.  They had no locks on their doors.  They had to trust God to protect 
their families, animals, and farms while they were away.  
 
There was no way for all of this to work except to trust God.  God promised protect them 
and prosper them.  He promised so much prosperity that they would not miss what they 
were to give to God.  Let me give you a current example of this principle. 
 
I like the TV show Shark Tank.  People bring their inventions before a group of rich 
investors, hoping to sell a portion of their company to get money to expand.  They will 
also get the expertise of the investors to grow their business.  Often the investor will ask 
for a larger percentage of the company than the inventor wants to give.  And because of 
that some inventors leave, not getting a deal.  They do not realize that giving more of 
huge sales is better than giving less of small sales.  They will make more money in the 
long term.  But many fail to understand this. 
 
God was asking the Israelites to make big sacrifices to Him.  But they would be richer for 
doing so.  They will end up with more than if they gave God nothing. 
 
Even though not commanded, faith in God was require d of the Israelites in order 
to obey God. 
 
God expected faith.  That is why Jesus was looking for faith when he was on earth.  We 
see this in the following passage of the Bible. 
 
Luke 7:1-10 (NIV)      When Jesus had finished sayi ng all this in the hearing of the 
people, he entered Capernaum.  There a centurion's servant, whom his master 
valued highly, was sick and about to die.  The cent urion (a Roman commander of 
100 soldiers) heard of Jesus and sent some elders of the Jews to  him, asking him 
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to come and heal his servant.   When they came to J esus, they pleaded earnestly 
with him, "This man deserves to have you do this, b ecause he loves our nation 
and has built our synagogue  (the building they met in)."  
 So Jesus went with them.  He was not far from the house when the 
centurion sent friends to say to him: "Lord, don't trouble yourself, for I do not 
deserve to have you come under my roof.  That is wh y I did not even consider 
myself worthy to come to you. But say the word, and  my servant will be healed. 
For I myself am a man under authority, with soldier s under me. I tell this one, 'Go,' 
and he goes; and that one, 'Come,' and he comes. I say to my servant, 'Do this,' 
and he does it."  
 When Jesus heard this, he was amazed at him, and t urning to the crowd 
following him, he said, "I tell you, I have not fou nd such great faith even in Israel." 
 Then the men who had been sent returned to the hou se and found the 
servant well.  
 
Jesus could only make such a statement about faith because he was looking for faith in 
God’s people.  He was looking to find people who trusted deeply in God.    
 
We see this in his dealings with his disciples.  Jesus expected growing faith of his 
disciples.  Yet, several times it is recorded in the gospels that he rebuked his own 
disciples for their lack of faith.  Yet nowhere do we read of Jesus telling them to put their 
faith in him.  Their faith in Him was an implied expectation. 
 
God had promised the Israelites abundant material b lessings if they would obey 
him.   
 
Jesus promises us abundant spiritual blessings if w e will obey him.   
 
He promises us a close, personal relationship  with Himself.  He promises us inner 
peace .  He promises us joy .  
 
We experience these as the result of trusting obedi ence to him. 
 
Jesus is looking to us for faith.  Our obedience to Jesus will require strong and growing 
faith in Him. 
 
If we are going to obey his commands to take the Gospel to every person on planet 
earth, we will have to rely on Him to lead us.   
 
If we are going to become like Jesus we will have to trust the Holy Spirit to make it a 
reality. 
 
Jesus is looking for us to trust him.  He wants us to believe more in him as God.  He is 
not part God.  He is fully God.   
 
He wants your faith in him as our Savior.  Specifically he wants you to trust in his shed 
blood for the forgiveness of ALL of your sins.  He did not die for only some of your sins.  
He did not die just for your little sins.  He did not die just for your major sins.  He died for 
ALL of your sins.   
 
He wants your faith in his resurrection.  Jesus is alive.  He was raised from the dead.   
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He wants your faith in his lordship.  He now rules as Lord of all those who put their faith 
in him.  He expects you to submit yourself to Him as Lord.  That means giving him your 
daily life of words, thoughts, feelings, behaviors, actions, desires, and more.  He wants 
you to trust him enough to put your life into his hands. 
 
He wants your faith in his return.  He WILL return to earth at the designated time and 
take up his throne over all the earth.  He wants you to live with that expectation. 
 
This year you are working on some area of obedience to Jesus.  It will require faith to do 
so.  It will require being filled with the Holy Spirit every day.  It will require faith in God.  
That faith must be expressed in your prayers and your actions each day. 
 
Trust the Lord and see what He will do in you. 
 
 
Invitation 
 
There may be some here who have not yet come to the place of trusting in Jesus as 
Savior.  You are still thinking you must do something to earn God’s forgiveness of your 
sins.  You might think you must add this to what Jesus did.  But the Bible is plain that we 
must trust fully and only in Jesus’s blood for the remission of our sins.  If you have not 
done so before, today is the best time to put your faith fully on Jesus. 
 
There may be some here who have trusted in Jesus for God’s forgiveness, but have not 
submitted your life to Jesus as Lord.  You are only part of the way to being saved.  You 
are not yet saved.  No one can be half pregnant.  No one can be half saved.   
 
I have seen people in my past who made a decision in a church service to receive Jesus 
as their savior.  The church never saw any evidence of being saved. There was no 
evidence because they did not give themselves to Jesus as Lord.   
 
Salvation requires receiving Jesus as both Savior and Lord of you.  We invite you and 
encourage you to do so today.   


