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Health and Wealth, part 1 
January 31, 2021 
 
 
This year has presented a challenge for couples getting married.  Many got married in a very small 
wedding.  Other guests did a drive by celebration.  Couples still got married.  They still made vows 
to each other.  They still entered into covenant relationships with each other.   
 
This year has presented challenges to churches as well.  Many, like our church, are not yet having 
indoor services.  And many, like our church, have used Zoom and outdoor gatherings to maintain 
some level of fellowship.  Despite these challenges there have been conversions this past year. 
People have gotten saved and entered into a covenant relationship with God.   
 
We do not often speak of our relationship with God as a covenant relationship.  But that is what it 
is.  God has made promises to us and we have responded with faith and obedience.  This is our 
covenant with God.  This covenant is sometimes called the NEW Covenant.  That name 
differentiates it from the old covenant.   
 
The Bible is split between the two covenants.  We refer to the Old Testament and the New 
Testament parts of the Bible.  The word testament in modern life refers to a person’s will, as in last 
will and testament.  But the original meaning of the word testament was a covenant.  That is how 
it is used for the two parts of the Bible.  The Old Testament deals with the old covenant.  This was 
God’s covenant relationship with the Israelites.  The New Testament deals with the new covenant, 
God’s covenant relationship with Christians. 
 
A common mistake many Christians make is to think the promises God made to the Israelites 
under the old covenant somehow apply to Christians under the new covenant.  For example, I 
sometimes come across books titled, Bible Promises on a book rack in a store.  Most of these 
books include promises God made to the Israelites under the old covenant.  Those promises do 
not apply to Christians in our covenant relationship with God.  Look with me at the basic promises 
God makes in that old covenant.  We are in Deuteronomy 7. 
 
Deuteronomy 7:12-15 (NIV)      If you pay attention to these laws and are careful to follow them, 
then the LORD your God will keep his covenant of love with you, as he swore to your 
forefathers.  He will love you and bless you and increase your numbers. He will bless the fruit of 
your womb, the crops of your land--your grain, new wine and oil--the calves of your herds and 
the lambs of your flocks in the land that he swore to your forefathers to give you.  You will be 
blessed more than any other people; none of your men or women will be childless, nor any of 
your livestock without young.  The LORD will keep you free from every disease. He will not inflict 
on you the horrible diseases you knew in Egypt, but he will inflict them on all who hate you. 
 
The promises emphasized here are health and wealth.  He did not promise to make them rich.  But 
he promised to greatly prosper them. 
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Most of the Israelites were farmers, with both animals and crops.  And most of the rest also raised 
animals.  So, God’s promise of many offspring, both human and animal, plus bountiful crops, were 
wonderful promises.   
 
Now you need to notice two things easily overlooked in this list of promised blessings.   
 
These promises required their faith in God and obedience to the 613 Laws of Moses.   
 
These promised blessings would take place in the land of Israel.  God was not promising material 
prosperity to Jews living back in Egypt, or in the Sinai wilderness or anywhere else on the planet.  
He was promising them health and wealth in the land of Israel.  (verse 13; also 28:8 & 11) 
 
These promises were specifically for the Israelites living in the land of Israel.  These are not 
promises made to Christians living around the globe in 2020.  God did not make THESE promises to 
us.  However, God HAS made promised us different blessings.  Here are four. 
 
What promises has God made to followers of Jesus Christ?   

• He has promised us glory with Jesus when he returns. (Ro. 5:2; 8:17)  

• He has promised us a new body that is not tempted by sins of the flesh. (1 Cor. 15:50-54)  

• He has promised us forgiveness of all of our sins. (Eph. 1:7) 

• He has promised us eternal life with him. (John 3:16; 1 Thess. 4:17)) 
 
Let’s note some differences.  The old covenant promises earthly prosperity during your life on 
earth.  Even if you lived to be 150, which no one today is living, that is still very short compared to 
eternity.  The new covenant promises NO prosperity on earth, but wonderful things after death 
that will last forever.  In the long run, the new covenant promises are better than the old covenant 
promises. 
 
Now you might ask, “Doesn’t God promise us any blessings for the here and now?”  Yes, he does.   

• He promises the Holy Spirit to be in us as comforter and guide. (John 14:16-17)   The Spirit 
gives us wisdom for making decisions.  The Spirit gives us self-discipline to resist 
temptation.  

• He promises to make holy our desires and character.  (Ro. 8:29; Gal. 5:22-23)   Jesus said 
that sin starts in the heart.  So, the Spirit is working to change our hearts, our desires, and 
the behavior that stems from our desires. 

• He promises we can fellowship with Jesus all the time. (Mt. 28:20)   By the Spirit we 
fellowship with Jesus as our Lord. 

 
As I said earlier, many Christians mistake the promises of the old covenant as applying to 
Christians under the new covenant.  One such promise was made through the prophet Isaiah.  We 
find this prophecy quoted in Matthew eight. 
 
Matthew 8:14-17 (NIV)       When Jesus came into Peter's house, he saw Peter's mother-in-law 
lying in bed with a fever.  He touched her hand and the fever left her, and she got up and began 
to wait on him.  When evening came, many who were demon-possessed were brought to him, 
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and he drove out the spirits with a word and healed all the sick.  This was to fulfill what was 
spoken through the prophet Isaiah: "He took up our infirmities and carried our diseases."  
 
That last is a quote from Isaiah 53:4.   Matthew wrote that Isaiah’s prophecy was fulfilled in Jesus.  
But what kind of fulfillment was this healing ministry?  Let me ask you a question to show the 
possibilities of fulfillment.   
 
Matthew records another fulfilled prophecy of Isaiah about Jesus.  We covered it last month in 
part of the Christmas story.  Matthew wrote that Jesus was born of a virgin woman, fulfilling 
another prophecy of Isaiah.  So let me ask you, how many times has Jesus been born of a virgin?  
The answer is one.  Jesus was only born one time.  He has not been born over and over.  That one 
time was the fulfillment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  I point this out to show that…  
 
Prophecies in the Bible differ in their time frame of fulfilment.   
 

• Some are a single event, not to be repeated.  For example, you can get a learner’s permit 
to drive in Maryland at the age of 15 years and nine months.  That means you can get the 
permit that day, but not the day before.  There is one specific day that you will turn 15 
years and nine months, a single event, not to be repeated. 

• Some are repeated, but only for a limited period of time.  While driving with a learner’s 
permit, the driver must be “accompanied by a qualified supervising driver who is 21 years 
or older, and has held a license for a minimum of 3 years. The person must be seated beside 
the new driver at all times, with no other front seat occupants.”   
But this is only true for a limited period of time, namely, until the student driver gets a 
drivers license. 

• Some are repeated for the rest of the age.  Once you have a driver’s license most people 
will be driving most of the rest of life. 

 
Which of these is true of Isaiah’s prophecy fulfilled by Jesus’ healing ministry?  Well, it isn’t the 
first one, a single event, not to be repeated.  This was not the only occasion when Jesus healed 
people.  The Gospels reveal that Jesus healed many, many times over the course of more than two 
years.   
 
So, this healing ministry fulfillment is either repeated for a limited period of time or for all of the 
present church age.  What evidence do we have for which it might be? 
 
Well, in addition to Jesus healing people, the apostles of Jesus also healed people. 
 
Acts 5:12, 16 (NIV)      The apostles performed many miraculous signs and wonders among the 
people… 
 Crowds gathered also from the towns around Jerusalem, bringing their sick and those 
tormented by evil spirits, and all of them were healed. 
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Before I show you the answer of how long this continued, note the following.  There is no record 
of Jesus failing to heal someone.  Jesus healed all who came to him for healing, just as we just read 
in Acts 5, “All of them were healed.” 

 
Note also the absence of Jesus saying to anyone, “You did not have enough faith for me to heal 
you.”  The power to be healed was in Jesus, not the sick people.  It is true that a few times it is 
recorded in the gospels that Jesus said, “Your faith has healed you.”  But their faith was in the fact 
that Jesus COULD heal them, not that he WOULD heal them.  If anyone today says, “You are not 
healed because you don’t believe enough that you WILL be healed”, they are speaking of 
something not seen in the Bible.   

 
Before I tell you which kind of fulfillment is this healing ministry, look at the apostle Paul healing. 
 
Acts 19:11-12  (NIV)      God did extraordinary miracles through Paul, so that even handkerchiefs 
and aprons that had touched him were taken to the sick, and their illnesses were cured and the 
evil spirits left them. 
 
Wow!  And yet later in his ministry we read the following in his letters to Timothy. 
 
1 Timothy 5:23 (NIV)       Stop drinking only water, and use a little wine because of your stomach 
and your frequent illnesses.  
 
2 Timothy 4:20 (NIV)     Erastus stayed in Corinth, and I left Trophimus sick in Miletus.  
 
Paul was not able to heal Timothy of his frequent stomach problems.  Paul was not able to heal 
Trophimus so he could go with Paul on the journey. 
 
In addition, there is no record in church history beyond the New Testament of such a healing 
ministry taking place like that of Jesus and the apostles in Acts 5. 
 
The fulfillment of Isaiah 53:4 was for a limited time period.  It was not a promise for all Christians 
throughout the church age while we wait for the return of Jesus. 
 
Now why have I gone into such details for you this morning?  I have done so because there are 
false teachers in the world who insist that it is God’s will that Christians be healed of illness, 
disease, and physical handicaps.  These have misconstrued the fulfilment of Isaiah’s prophecy.  
And it is well that you know that.  I am not saying that God never heals in miraculous ways today.  
But health is NOT part of his promises to us under the new covenant. 
 
The promises God has made to us are better than a healthy life for a limited time.  He has 
promised us forgiveness of sin and life with him forever.   
 
That is the promise he makes to you today if you will receive Jesus as your savior and turn your life 
over to him as your Lord. 
 


