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Health and Wealth, part 2 
February 7, 2021 
 
 
When I was a teenager the local Boys Club was raffling off a minibike.  I bought a ticket at their 
local carnival.  I prayed to win the bike.  The Bible says to pray, believing you will receive what 
you ask for, and you will get it.  I honestly believed with all my heart that I was going to win.  I 
told my friends I was going to win.  Guess what?  I didn’t win.  I heard later through the 
grapevine that the bike was a piece of junk.  I felt a little better about not winning then.   
 
I learned a valuable lesson about prayer.  There were many things I did not understand at that 
time about prayer, about God’s promises, about the two covenants, and more.  Some of that I 
am addressing in these two sermons.  Part 1 was last week.  You can find it on our website and 
on YouTube. 
 
Last week we looked at God’s promises to the Israelite people under their covenant with God.  
God promised them prosperous material blessings in exchange for faith in him and obedience 
to him.  Those blessings included many children to people and animals, the rains for abundant 
crops, and protection from enemies.  God promised them prosperity in all they did.  We looked 
at Deuteronomy 7 which is one passage detailing those basic promises.  It is worded differently 
in today’s passage, Deuteronomy 28.  Moses is speaking to the Israelites. 
 
Deuteronomy 28:1-12 (NIV)      If you fully obey the LORD your God and carefully follow all his 
commands I give you today, the LORD your God will set you high above all the nations on 
earth.  All these blessings will come upon you and accompany you if you obey the LORD your 
God:  You will be blessed in the city and blessed in the country.  The fruit of your womb will 
be blessed, and the crops of your land and the young of your livestock--the calves of your 
herds and the lambs of your flocks.  Your basket and your kneading trough will be blessed. 
 You will be blessed when you come in and blessed when you go out.  The LORD will grant 
that the enemies who rise up against you will be defeated before you. They will come at you 
from one direction but flee from you in seven.  The LORD will send a blessing on your barns 
and on everything you put your hand to. The LORD your God will bless you in the land he is 
giving you.  The LORD will establish you as his holy people, as he promised you on oath, if you 
keep the commands of the LORD your God and walk in his ways.  Then all the peoples on 
earth will see that you are called by the name of the LORD (Yahweh), and they will fear you. 
 The LORD (Yahweh) will grant you abundant prosperity--in the fruit of your womb, the young 
of your livestock and the crops of your ground--in the land he swore to your forefathers to 
give you.  The LORD will open the heavens, the storehouse of his bounty, to send rain on your 
land in season and to bless all the work of your hands. You will lend to many nations but will 
borrow from none.  
 
These material promises were part of God’s covenant relationship with the Israelites.  Many 
people today would be attracted to such an offer from God.  But that offer is no longer being 
made.  That offer was part of the old covenant, detailed in the Old Testament.   The original 
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meaning of the word testament is covenant.  God was only making this offer to the Israelites, 
the Jewish people, beginning in the days of Moses and living in the land of Canaan.  There is 
much evidence in the New Testament of the passing of this old covenant.  Look at this one in 
Hebrews. 
 
Hebrews 8:13 (NIV)    By calling this covenant (the one in Jesus) “new,” he has made the first 
one obsolete; and what is obsolete and aging will soon disappear. 
 
The Deut. 28 promises are NOT part of our covenant with God.  We do not have the same 
covenant with God that the Israelites did.  We do not have the same promises.  The Israelites  
were promised earthly prosperity.  We are promised heavenly riches.  Their blessings were 
temporary, lasting only for their lifetimes.  Ours are eternal.   Theirs were dependent on 
obedience to the Law of Moses.  Ours are based on faith in Jesus’ perfect obedience and death 
on the cross.   
 
God has promised us better blessings in his presence for all eternity.  We are NOT promises 
prosperity.  God does NOT promise us more money next year than we got last year.  He does 
not promise us our own house, a nice retirement, a big 401(k), or lots of kids.  That is because 
The point of the Christian life is to live by faith in Jesus.  We are to give him our lives, whatever 
the consequences.  Material prosperity is not promised to us.   
 
When we enlist people into the army, we don’t promise that they will be safe.  Danger is a part 
of being a soldier.  When Jesus recruits people into his kingdom he does not promise earthly 
prosperity.  He calls us to be at his disposal even if it means suffering.  All of the promised 
benefits of living in his service come at the end. 
 
However, there are false preachers in the world who teach that God wants you to be financially 
prosperous just like God promised to bless the Israelites.   
 
This prosperity gospel is described by different names such as the Name it & Claim it gospel, 
and the Health and Wealth Gospel.  One preacher teaches people to walk and pray circles 
around what you want.  He says God will give you what you want. 
 
This false teaching has spread around the world causing problems not only in North America, 
but Africa, Asia, Russia, and elsewhere.  
 
They base this teaching on misapplied passages of the Old Testament and misinterpreted 
passages in the New Testament.  They also ignore New Testament passages that call us NOT to 
pursue material wealth.  Look at what Jesus said. 
 
Matthew 6:19-21 (NIV)     Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and 
rust destroy, and where thieves break in and steal.  But store up for yourselves treasures in 
heaven, where moth and rust do not destroy, and where thieves do not break in and steal.  
For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
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And then Jesus said this through Paul to Timothy. 
 
1 Timothy 6:3-11 (NIV)   If anyone teaches false doctrines and does not agree to the sound 
instruction of our Lord Jesus Christ and to godly teaching, he is conceited and understands 
nothing.  He has an unhealthy interest in controversies and quarrels about words that result 
in envy, strife, malicious talk, evil suspicions and constant friction between men of corrupt 
mind, who have been robbed of the truth and who think that godliness is a means to financial 
gain.  
 But godliness with contentment is great gain.  For we brought nothing into the world, 
and we can take nothing out of it.  But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with 
that.  
 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a trap and into many foolish and 
harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction.  For the love of money is a root of 
all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced 
themselves with many griefs.  
 But you, man of God, flee from all this…  
 
Jesus is not promising us material prosperity.  But material prosperity is all that some people 
want to hear.  So many are being led or mislead by these preachers. 
 
Problems with the prosperity Gospel: 
 
> It encourages pursuit of material things instead of spiritual things.   
This is the opposite of what Jesus said in Matthew 6.  Jesus did not die so you could get rich on 
earth.  He died so you could get heaven.  Look at the rebuke in James 4 of such self-seeking. 
 
James 4:2-3 (NIV)    You do not have, because you do not ask God.  When you ask, you do not 
receive, because you ask with wrong motives, that you may spend what you get on your 
pleasures. 
 
Isn’t this why some of you play the lottery, so you have more for your pleasures?  Do you pray 
to win?  Do you make God false promises about giving some, much, most, or all of it away? 
 
> It promotes a life about money instead of knowing Jesus. 
Money will not bring you joy and peace.  Only Jesus can do that.  This is part of being led by the 
Holy Spirit. 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)  But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness and self-control.  
 
 
> It ignores the obsolescence of the old covenant promises.  
We read of this in Hebrews 8:13 earlier. 
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> It ignores NT teaching on the cost of following Jesus. 
 
Mark 8:34-35 (NIV)     Then he called the crowd to him along with his disciples and said: "If 
anyone would come after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross and follow me.  For 
whoever wants to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for me and for the gospel 
will save it. 
 
This cost is persecution for many Christians. 
 
1 Peter 2:20-21 (NIV)    … But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is 
commendable before God.  To this you were called, because Christ suffered for you, leaving 
you an example, that you should follow in his steps. 
 
 
> It promotes positive self-talk instead of dependence on God. 
 
We are not to be practicing self-talk about what we can do, but rather what he can do. 
 
Theses false teachers tell you to stop thinking, “I’m just average.”  “I can’t do much.”  “I am 
weak.”  Instead they teach their followers to think, “I am above average.  I am capable of 
achieving my goals.”   
 
The problem with this is it takes the focus off our real source of supply, Jesus.  We should be 
thinking, “Jesus is capable of achieving his goals for me.  He has the power.  He has the 
knowledge.  He has the wisdom.  He will give me strength to do what he calls me to do.” 

 
This is what we learn in Philippians 4. 
 
Philippians 4:13 (NIV)  I can do everything through him who gives me strength.  
 
 
The teachings of these false teachers is a danger to Christians.  This is NOT the Christian gospel.  
This is not the Christian good news.  It is a different good news, one not supported by the New 
Testament.   You may not have come across them and I hope you do not, though there are 
some on your TV.   
 
Their message is popular.  But you, Christian, do not be misled. 
 
Pray yourself into the hands of the Lord Jesus.   
“My life is yours to do with as you wish.” 


