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Yahweh Is Able 
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As we near the end of 2020 we are facing a great many challenges.  There is the 
constant threat of contracting the virus.   
 
Ten million people are still out of work.  Businesses are closing permanently.  
Government and charities are being called on to do more with less resources.  Our 
national debt continues to mount every day.   
 
On top of all this we face the growing slide into moral relativism of our culture, and with it 
increasing violence, crime, family breakdown, confused gender issues, homelessness, 
and a barrage of other social problems.  In the days ahead, many of these issues will 
challenge our faith in God.  That is our subject this morning.   
 
We turn to a very old historical event to see an example of the courage and faith we 
need to face the future.  We find this in Daniel, chapter three. 
 
Daniel 3:1-15 (NIV)      King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, ninety feet high 

and nine feet wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the province of Babylon.  He 

then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, 

magistrates and all the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image 

he had set up.  So… all the… provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the 

image that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.  Then the herald 

loudly proclaimed, "This is what you are commanded to do, O peoples, nations and men 

of every language: As soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, 

pipes and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar has set up. Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately 

be thrown into a blazing furnace."  

 Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the… music, all the peoples, 

nations and men of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King 

Nebuchadnezzar had set up.  

 At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews.  They said 

to King Nebuchadnezzar, "O king, live forever! You have issued a decree, O king, that 

everyone who hears the sound of the… music must fall down and worship the image of 

gold, and that whoever does not fall down and worship will be thrown into a blazing 

furnace.  But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of 

Babylon--Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego--who pay no attention to you, O king.  They 

neither serve your gods nor worship the image of gold you have set up."  

 Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego.  So these men were brought before the king, and Nebuchadnezzar said to 

them, "Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or 

worship the image of gold I have set up?  Now when you hear the sound of the… music, 
if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good.  But if you do not 
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worship it, you will be thrown immediately into a blazing furnace.  Then what god will 

be able to rescue you from my hand?"  

 
 
Now we need to stop here a moment and learn something about the theology of most 
people in that day.  Most people in that day believed there existed many gods in the 
world.  They had their gods and they believed other nations had different gods, not just 
the same gods with different names.  They believed there existed lots of gods that ruled 
different peoples in different parts of the world. 
 
For example, when I was in public school, I was taught about the Greek gods.  They 
were taught as myths, not real deities.  But the ancient Greeks believed they were real.  
They believed there was more than one god that ruled over the lives of the Greek 
people.  And they believed in the existence of other gods who ruled over the lives of 
other peoples, like the Egyptians, the Romans, and the Jews. 
 
We see this belief in multiple gods in the Bible in several places, including today’s 
passage.  Here we see it in verse 15.  Nebuchadnezzar phrases his challenge, not 
against the three men, but against their god.  “…you will… be thrown into a blazing 
furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?"  In-other-words, 

“Even your god won’t be able to save you.” 
 
When they answer, they do so also in terms of their God.  They did not hear the king 
challenging them, but challenging their God, Yahweh. They saw the situation as a battle 
between deities lived out through the men involved.  That is how they answer the king. 
 
Daniel 3:16-30 (NIV)    Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to the king, "O 

Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you in this matter.  If we 

are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to save us from it, and he 

will rescue us from your hand, O king.  But even if he does not, we want you to know, O 

king, that we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up."  

 Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and 

his attitude toward them changed.  He ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter 

than usual and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie up 

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace.  So these 

men, wearing their robes, trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown 

into the blazing furnace.  The king's command was so urgent and the furnace so hot that 

the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 

and these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.  

 Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his 

advisers, "Weren't there three men that we tied up and threw into the fire?"  

 They replied, "Certainly, O king."  

 He said, "Look! I see four men walking around in the fire, unbound and 

unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods."  

 Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and 

shouted, "Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, servants of the Most High God, come out! 

Come here!"  



3 
 

 So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, and the satraps, 

prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them.  They saw that the fire 

had not harmed their bodies, nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not 

scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.  

 Then Nebuchadnezzar said, "Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego, who has sent his angel and rescued his servants!  They trusted in him and 

defied the king's command and were willing to give up their lives rather than serve or 

worship any god except their own God.  Therefore I decree that the people of any 

nation or language who say anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and 

Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of rubble, for no 

other god can save in this way."  

 Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of 

Babylon.  

 
From the example of these three men, I draw three points to prepare us to face the 
future. 
 
>  Pray your faith in God.          
 
The three men said, “ … the God we serve is able to save us…” 
 
From their history they knew of the power of God.  And so do we.  Pray your faith in 
God’s ability to meet your need.   
 
Our faith in God is based on what we know of God’s power. 
 
God clearly reveals Himself in the Bible as being omnipotent.  That means all-powerful.   
(God is omnipotent = all powerful, the Almighty, the  Most High God )   
 
God created the universe.  That means God controls all the power and energy in the 
universe.  We describe power with different words.  We use words such as calories, 
horsepower, Kilowatts, sticks of TNT for explosives, and kilotons for nuclear bombs.   
 
We know that an enormous amount of power is given off in the splitting of an atom.  It is 
enough to destroy a town.   
 
Now, the number of atoms that make up this one piece of paper are almost beyond 
counting.  And that is a very small amount of the total atoms in this room.  We cannot 
begin to conceive of the amount of power present in the makeup of our whole planet.  
And that is a miniscule part of the energy present in the whole universe of galaxies of 
stars and planets.   
 
Yet Yahweh is more powerful than the combined power in the universe.  With this power, 
added to His complete knowledge, God created the universe and everything in it.   
So, there is nothing too hard for God to do.  God is not bound by the laws of nature, like 
gravity.  God is not limited in any way that would keep Him from doing whatever He 
wants to do anywhere in the universe.  And that includes your life. 
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So put your faith in God to do whatever you need Him to do in the challenges you will 
face this week, this month, this year.  Like these three men, declare your faith in God.  
But don’t stop there.  Move on to pray your hope in God. 
 
>  Pray your hope in God.           
 
The three men said to the king, “…He will rescue us…”  
 
While these men did not have a promise from God that He WOULD rescue them, they 
were confident that God might.  Remember, it wasn’t they who were being challenged.  It 
was their God, Yahweh, who was being challenged.  And they knew from their history 
that Yahweh did not back down from such challenges to his glory. 
 
Our faith in God is based on his power.  Our hope in God meeting our needs is also 
based on what we know about Him. 
Our hope in God meeting our needs is based on his c haracter.  
 
God has revealed Himself to be good, compassionate, merciful, kind, and loving.  This 
gives us reason to hope that God will meet our every need. 
 
The three Jewish men made one more significant statement.  They declared they would 
be faithful to their God even if He chose not to rescue them.  We too must… 
 
>  Pray your faithfulness to God.  
 
Daniel 3:17-18 (NIV)     “… the God we serve is able to save us…, and he will rescue us…  

But even if he does not… we will not serve your gods or worship the image of gold you 

have set up."  

 
This answer too, is based on what God has revealed to us about himself.  We know that 
as much as God cares about the problems we are currently facing, our earthly needs are 
NOT God’s most important priority.  There are more important purposes that God is 
working to fulfill through human history on this planet.   
 
Our faithfulness to God is based on his purposes. 
 
We see two in the following passage. 
 
Ephesians 1:4-6 (NIV)    In love he predestined us to be adopted as his sons through 

Jesus Christ, in accordance with his pleasure and will, to the praise of his glorious 

grace, which he has freely given us in the One he loves. 

 
Two priorities of God are mentioned here.  One is our salvation, a salvation which will be 
concluded in our resurrection bodies living on a new earth.  Everything here is 
temporary.  It isn’t meant to be permanent.  Everyone on earth will die or be changed.  
This planet will be destroyed and God will replace it with a new one. 
 
The second priority of God is the full revealing of his glory.  Right now we see God dimly, 
not with our eyes, but by faith.  Our knowledge of him is incomplete.   
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Our knowledge about ourselves is incomplete.  We do not yet know the depths of our 
own sin.   But when we are transformed into our resurrection bodies, all will be made 
clear.  Then we will see and understand the glory of God in contrast to the fullness of our 
own sin.  They we will worship as never before. 
 
 
The questions facing us this morning are these.  Do you have faith in God?  Will you 
trust him to meet your needs?  And if he does not, will you continue to be faithful to him? 
 
My God can prevent me losing my sight, a leg, or my ability to drive.  He can prevent me 
from losing my home, my retirement savings.  But even if he does not, I will remain 
faithful to him. 
 
My God can prevent me from getting the COVID-19 virus.  But even if he does not, I will 
remain faithful to him. 
 
If I get the virus, my God can heal me.  But even if he does not, I will remain faithful to 
him. 
 
 
We know, from the power, character, and purposes of God, that he has been working to 
save you from the consequences of your sins.  He did this in sending Jesus to die on 
your behalf.  Today, you can find forgiveness in Jesus if you will receive him as your 
savior and Lord over your life. 


