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Do you remember where you were on September 11, 2001, when you heard that a jet flew into 
a building in New York City?  The events of that day changed our lives forever.  It ushered in 
new airport screenings for passengers.  It created a new arm of the Federal government, The 
Department of Homeland Security.   
 
On a personal level it confronted individuals with the fact that we are vulnerable.  One woman 
told me she lived with the belief that she could protect her children.  But the events of 9/11 
convinced her she was wrong.  It was only then that she sought the security of a relationship 
with Jesus Christ.  
 
This latest crisis is another reminder that we are not in control of our lives.  While there are 
certain things we do have control over, many things are out of our control.   
 
For example, you can’t guarantee that your job will last as long as you want it to.  The company 
may go out of business or be bought.  Your boss may take a disliking to you and make the job 
miserable for you.  He or she may get you transferred to a different job, a different department, 
or even fired.  World circumstances may force a job change as has happened to so many who 
are currently out of work.  You may have to voluntarily leave because of a health issue. 
 
You can’t control your health, no matter how much you exercise, watch your diet, etc.  You can’t 
guarantee stable relationships with others because you can’t control them.  You can’t control 
what food you will find at the grocery store.  You can’t control finding a doctor and an 
appointment slot in time to meet your need.  
 
Some things are just not in our control, no matter what we do to try to control them.  In the 
current crisis, there are certain things you can do to avoid getting the virus.  But you can’t 
guarantee that you won’t get it.  You cannot guarantee you will live or die if you DO get it. 
 
We are not in control of our lives.  Yet we often live as if we are.  We live with faith in us instead 
of in God.  And that is sin.  It is one thing to be confident in your skills and abilities.  It is another 
matter to put your faith in you instead of in God.   
 
As God’s people, we are to live by faith in Him.   We have to learn this.  We have to learn to 
do this. 
 
God reveals the importance of this truth all through the Bible, most clearly in the history of 
Israel.  We are going to start look at several examples.  The event we are looking at takes place 
within the first two years after the Israelites left Egypt. 
 
Exodus 17:8-13 (NIV)     The Amalekites came and at tacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 
 Moses said to Joshua, "Choose some of our men and go out to fight the Amalekites.  
Tomorrow I will stand on top of the hill with the s taff of God in my hands."  So Joshua 
fought the Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Mos es, Aaron and Hur went to the top 
of the hill.  As long as Moses held up his hands, t he Israelites were winning, but 
whenever he lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning.  When Moses' hands grew 
tired, they took a stone and put it under him and h e sat on it.  Aaron and Hur held his 
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hands up--one on one side, one on the other--so tha t his hands remained steady till 
sunset.  So Joshua overcame the Amalekite army with  the sword.  
 
There was no supernatural power coming out of Moses’ hands or arms.  There was no magical 
power in the wooden staff.  He raised his hands in dependence on God, as an act of prayer, 
asking God for victory in the battle.  We see this in verse 16. 
 
Exodus 17:16 (NIV)     He (Moses) said, "… hands we re lifted up to the throne of the 
LORD.”  
 
The Israelites had never fought a war before.  We aren’t sure they even had many weapons.  
They knew they needed God’s help.  So, Moses prayed for God to deliver them.    
 
Now get this.  The men had to fight.  Moses had to pray.  But, God won the victory.  That is what 
this story illustrates.   The men had to fight.  But even though they were fighting, they had to 
depend on God for victory.  And the tide of battle showed, indeed, that it was God who brought 
the victory.   
 
Now, God did not need them to fight.  God could have defeated the Amalekites without the 
Israelites having to lift a finger.  Later in history we read of God doing that very thing.   But it was 
God’s plan that they fight, Moses pray, and then God would bring the victory. 
 
You may remember the story of their first battle in the land of Canaan.  The city of Jericho was a 
highly fortified walled city.  It looked impregnable to the Israelites.  God told them how HE was 
going to bring victory over the city.  He commanded them to march around the city for seven 
days and then shout.  They obeyed and God destroyed the city. 
 
Yet, in victory the Israelites missed the point.  They tried to capture the next city without God’s 
help and failed miserably.  In the months to follow they had victory after victory as Joshua led 
them.  But after Joshua died, they did not trust in God to give them victory over the Canaanites. 
 
Judges 1:19 (NIV)      … the men of Judah… were unable to drive the people from the 
plains, because they had iron chariots. (and as we all know there is nothing God can do 
about iron chariots) 
 
Judges 1:27 (NIV)      … Manasseh did not drive out the people of Beth Shan …Taanach… 
Dor… Ibleam… Megiddo and their surrounding settleme nts, for the Canaanites were 
determined to live in that land.  
 
Judges 1:29-33 (NIV)      Nor did Ephraim drive out the Canaanites living in Gezer… 
 Neither did Zebulun drive out the Canaanites livin g in Kitron…   
 Nor did Asher drive out those living in… Sidon…     
 Neither did Naphtali drive out those living in Bet h Shemesh… 
 
The reason the Israelites failed in all these endeavors is that their faith was in themselves and 
not in the all-powerful Yahweh.  The Israelites knew what God wanted them to do.  God wanted 
them to take over the land of Canaan.  And they tried.  But they failed.  They failed because 
they were not depending on God for victory.  They approached the task as if it all depended on 
them.  When they met resistance they did not look to God for guidance and help. 
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We are supposed to live by faith.  We are not to live by faith in Him ONLY for salvation.  We are 
supposed to live by faith in him for all things.  We are to work our jobs, hunt for groceries, seek 
health care, relate to others, love each other, and share the Gospel by faith in God.   
 
God accomplishes his plans through our obedience as we rely on His power, not our own.  For 
some reason, known only to him, God chooses to accomplish his plans with our participation.   
 
But it is NOT our participation that determines the results.  In our obedience we must depend on 
Him for the desired results.  Remember that God is all-powerful and all-knowing.  Nothing can 
prevent him from accomplishing his goal in his way.  And his way, very often, is to work through 
us.  But he only does so as we put our faith in the right person.   
 
We see this same pattern all the days of the kings of Israel and Judah.  It is a lesson we must 
learn today.  Jesus presents the same principle.   
 
John 15:4-5 (NIV)     Remain in me, and I will rema in in you.  No branch can bear fruit by 
itself; it must remain in the vine.  Neither can yo u bear fruit unless you remain in me.  "I 
am the vine; you are the branches.  If a man remain s in me and I in him, he will bear 
much fruit; apart from me you can do nothing.  
 
Before Jesus left the earth he told his disciples to wait for the Holy Spirit. 
 
Acts 1:4, 8 (NIV)     … he gave them this command: "Do not leave Jerusalem, but wait for 
the gift my Father promised… 
 … you will receive power when the Holy Spirit come s on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samari a, and to the ends of the earth."  
 
They were not to start announcing the resurrection of Jesus until the Holy Spirit descended into 
them.  But, why did they have to wait for the Holy Spirit?  They had to wait for the Spirit because 
the power they needed to take the Gospel to the world was not human power.  The power that 
convinced people that the Gospel was true was divine power.  It was God’s power.  The 
followers of Jesus were to live in the power of the Holy Spirit.  They would announce the gospel.  
But God would bring the results. 
 
God would bring the results.  This is what Jesus taught.  And I believe Jesus.  I believe Jesus in 
John 16. 
 
John 16:8 (NIV)      When he (the Holy Spirit) come s, he will convict the world of guilt in 
regard to sin and righteousness and judgment…  
 
Note what Jesus said.  The apostles would not convict the world of the truth of the Gospel.  The 
preachers and evangelists would not do it.  Nor would the church do it.  The Holy Spirit does it.  
Preachers can only speak to minds. The Spirit alone can speak to hearts.  Only God can speak 
to a person’s heart and convince them of the truth. 
 
Just like the Israelites, there are Christians who have missed this important truth.  I see this 
regularly in the writings of various Christian leaders.  I read blogs, newspaper and magazine 
articles, and hear preachers speak of the need to share the gospel as if success depended on 
us.  And they don’t say one word about praying for the outcome as if it all depended on God. 
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I hate to admit that I have been guilty of this.  Our church has been guilty of this.  Over the years 
we have used dozens of methods of outreach and evangelism with little success.  And we rarely 
prayed as if success was all up to God.   
 
Through all those efforts we saw very little fruit.  And yet God brought people to our church 
anyway.  A number of our members came to our church because God moved them to come, not 
in response to anything we did.   
 
We must learn this truth.  We must learn to live by faith in God. 
 
 
There is an application of this in the present crisis.  We must learn to do what we can, while not 
relying on what we do, but rather relying on what God can do. 
 
So, I will wear a seatbelt, but I’ll trust in God. 
I will lock my car and house at night, but I will trust in God. 
I will use smoke alarms, but I will trust in God. 
I will take prescribed medicines, but I will trust in God. 
I will follow recommended procedures for limiting the spread of COVID-19, but I will trust in God 
with my life. 
 
Acting with caution and wisdom does not indicate a lack of trust in God.  But we can follow all 
the precautions and trust in them, trust in our ability to control our exposure.  Instead, we must 
learn to trust in God. 


