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The Most Important Event 
    April 4, 2028 
 
 
Between 2013 and 2018 there was a series of documentaries on PBS TV.  The series was titled 10 
That Changed America.  There were seven different episodes with titles that included “10 
Buildings That Changed America,” “10 Homes That Changed America,” “10 Parks That Changed 
America,” “10 Streets That Changed America,” and several more.  The idea of the show is that the 
10 picked were innovative and influenced a lot of people around the country to make similar 
changes.   
 
We could put together a list of inventions that changed the world.  You can find various such lists 
online.  Mine would include, the forming of metals from ore, the invention of the wheel, the 
printing press, gunpowder, the internal combustion engine, the computer chip, and the internet. 
 
Let’s try a different category.  This category is Events That Changed the World.  I’m not sure what 
eight of those events should be.  But I do know what the two most important events in history 
have been.   One of those is the incarnation of God, God became flesh.  And the other is this. 
The most important event in human history is the resurrection of Jesus.   
 
No other event in human history has had such far reaching consequences for so many people.  For 
example, Christians, those who believed in the resurrection of Jesus, began hospitals, schools, 
orphanages, colleges, universities, passed labor laws, pushed to end slavery, and did many more 
things to benefit human life.  They did so because they were led by the risen Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
In this way, the resurrection of Jesus from the dead has had more impact on the world than any 
other world event, any invention, any human innovation, any discovery.  Nothing else comes close. 
 
Jesus predicted his own death and resurrection and both came true.  He might have orchestrated 
his death.  But he could not bring about his resurrection.  Only God could do that.  And he did so.  
 
Let me share with you some more reasons the resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in 
human history. 
 
>  The resurrection of Jesus is the basis for Christianity. 
We see in the book of Acts that the central point of the apostle’s preaching was Jesus’ 
resurrection. 
 
Acts 4:33 (NIV)       With great power the apostles continued to testify to the resurrection of the 
Lord Jesus… 
 
The resurrection of Jesus was the central point of their teaching.  They supported this with Old 
Testament prophecies about resurrection.  The Holy Spirit empowered their message.  And 
millions have chosen to believe without ever seeing Jesus in person. 
 



2 
 

Without the resurrection of Jesus there would be no Christian religion.  There would be no Easter.  
There would be no churches.  We would not be gathered together this day.  The resurrection of 
Jesus is the basis for Christianity. 
 
Because the resurrection is the basis for Christianity throughout history critics and enemies of 
Christianity have claimed that the resurrection did not occur.  They claim that the apostles of Jesus 
simply made up the resurrection in order to get a following, to carry on the Jesus movement. 
 
Such an idea is ludicrous to any student of ancient Roman history.  The Romans were very careful 
to stamp out any hint of rebellion against their rule.  Crucifixion was their preferred method of 
dealing with revolutionaries.  They purposely used crucifixion to intimidate the public.   
 
To think that the apostles would risk their lives and that of their families for a lie is ridiculous.  No, 
the only explanation for what they did with the rest of their lives is the fact that Jesus really did 
rise from the dead.  The resurrection of Jesus is the basis for Christianity. 
 
 
>  The resurrection of Jesus proves that there is an afterlife.     
There WILL be life after death.  We know that we will be raised from the dead because Jesus was 
raised from the dead.  Look with me at 1 Corinthians 15, verse 12. 
 

1 Corinthians 15:12-13, 20 (NIV)     But if it is preached that Christ has been raised from the dead, 
how can some of you say that there is no resurrection of the dead?  If there is no resurrection of 
the dead, then not even Christ has been raised.  
 But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen 
asleep. 
 
In-other-words, Jesus is the first to be raised of all those who have died.  The phrase “fallen 
asleep” is a figure of speech for death.  Jesus’ resurrection is not a one-off event.  Jesus was not 
the one and only to be resurrected.  No, Jesus is the FIRST to be resurrected.  He is the first to be 
given an afterlife with a permanent, immortal body.  Read the description of that new body. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:42-44, 49 (NIV)       So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body that 
is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; it is sown in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is 
sown in weakness, it is raised in power; it is sown a natural body, it is raised a spiritual body. If 
there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual body.  
 And just as we have borne the likeness of the earthly man, so shall we bear the likeness 
of the man from heaven.  
 
The resurrection of Jesus proves that there is an afterlife.  Jesus is living that life now. 
 
> The resurrection proves Jesus’ death paid for our sins. 
God’s forgiveness of our sins rests on the death and resurrection of Jesus.   
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Romans 4:25 (NIV)  He was delivered over to death for our sins and was raised to life for our 
justification. 
 
Justification is a right standing with God.  Our right standing with God is based on the death and 
resurrection of Jesus.  The two go together.  The resurrection is the proof of the meaning of his 
death. 
 
Jesus did not deserve to die.  He had committed no crime against Rome and no sin against God.  
His enemies were jealous of him.  They were jealous of his popularity among the people.  His 
enemies were also angry that he would not submit to them.  So, they plotted to put him to death. 
 
Because Jesus was innocent, God accepted his death as a sin offering for our sins.  As one who was 
unblemished by sin, he was a suitable substitute sacrifice for us.  God accepted his death as 
payment for our sins and proved that by raising him from the dead.  The resurrection of Jesus is 
the proof that God’s promise of forgiveness is genuine. 
 
If Jesus was not raised, we are still in our sins as Paul further states in 1 Corinthians 15. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:17 (NIV)      And if Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in 
your sins. 
 
However, our faith is NOT futile.  Christians are indeed no longer “in their sins”.  The resurrection 
of Jesus means that God’s promise of atonement and forgiveness is genuine.  The resurrection 
proves Jesus’ death paid for sins.    
 
 
> The resurrection shows how God’s promises of a future, eternal kingdom will be fulfilled. 
The following passage is often read at Christmas. 
 
Isaiah 9:6 (NIV)      For to us a child is born, to us a son is given, and the government will be on 
his shoulders.  And he will be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, 
Prince of Peace.  
 
It speaks of the birth of the Servant of the Lord.  But look at what the next verse says. 
 
Isaiah 9:7 (NIV)      Of the increase of his government and peace there will be no end.  He will 
reign on David's throne and over his kingdom, establishing and upholding it with justice and 
righteousness from that time on and forever.  
 
Isaiah foretold of a king who would rule forever.  Jesus is that king.  When he takes up his throne 
on the earth, it will be forever.  When he returns… well look what it says back in 1 Corinthians 15. 
 
1 Corinthians 15:22-25 (NIV)       For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  But 
each in his own turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to him.  
Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father after he has 
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destroyed all dominion, authority and power.   For he must reign until he has put all his enemies 
under his feet. 
 
When Jesus returns, he will take up his throne upon the earth and rule the earth with a mighty 
hand, destroying his enemies and establishing his kingdom.  It will be an everlasting kingdom. 
 
All of these reveal why the resurrection of Jesus is the most important event in human history.  
Millions of people will live with Jesus forever. 
 
 
Because Jesus was raised from the dead we must respond to him.   
You don’t need to respond to George Washington or Abraham Lincoln.  You don’t need to respond 
to them because they are dead.  But we must respond to Jesus because he is alive.   
 
The right way to respond is exactly as he expects us to.  He calls us to believe.  He calls us to 
believe all he said and did. 
 
Do not be one of those who call themselves Christian but do not believe all Jesus said and did.  
Some who call themselves Christian even deny the resurrection.  They are not really Christians.  
Look at what Jesus revealed through Paul in Romans 10. 
 
Romans 10:9 (NIV)       … if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in your 
heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 
 
The resurrection is part of what we MUST believe in order to be saved.  Deniers of the resurrection 
of Jesus are not saved no matter what they call themselves, how often they go to church, or how 
good they are. 
 
Jesus calls us to believe.  Believe that you can be forgiven of your sins by the death and 
resurrection of Jesus. 
 
He calls us to repent, that is to obey all he commands. 
We must repent of living our will and start living his will.   
 
Believe and repent today and you will be saved because of the death and resurrection of Jesus. 
 
 
 
 


