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Salvation Assurance 
April 11, 2021 
 
 
One day last month I heard someone say something like the following.  We’re hoping God will 
accept us.  The person I heard say this is, I believe, a Christian.  Yet, this person was expressing 
doubt about being saved.  The person wants to be saved, but is unsure they are. 
 
It is common for Christians to have this nagging doubt.  The main reason is that they continue 
to sin.  No matter how much they pray they still sin.  No matter how much they determine to 
do the right thing, they still sin.   
 
Paul describes this kind of living in Romans 7.   I am reading from the New Living Translation. 
 
Romans 7:14-24 (NLT2)    So the trouble is not with the law, for it is spiritual and good. The 
trouble is with me, for I am all too human, a slave to sin.  I don’t really understand myself, for 
I want to do what is right, but I don’t do it.  Instead, I do what I hate.   
 But if I know that what I am doing is wrong, this shows that I agree that the law is 
good.  So I am not the one doing wrong; it is sin living in me that does it.  And I know that 
nothing good lives in me, that is, in my (flesh) sinful nature. I want to do what is right, but I 
can’t.  I want to do what is good, but I don’t.  I don’t want to do what is wrong, but I do it 
anyway.  But if I do what I don’t want to do, I am not really the one doing wrong; it is sin 
living in me that does it.   
 I have discovered this principle of life—that when I want to do what is right, I 
inevitably do what is wrong.  I love God’s law with all my heart.  But there is another power 
within me that is at war with my mind. This power makes me a slave to the sin that is still 
within me.  Oh, what a miserable person I am!  Who will free me from this life that is 
dominated by sin and death?    
 
Paul describes his own struggle with sin.  He commits himself to living for God.  He decides to 
work harder on avoiding sin.  And then he fails in his commitment.  He realizes that there is a 
battle going on in himself.  Sin has a hold on his heart, on his will.  This sin in the heart is 
pointed out in James one.  
James 1:14 (NIV)    … but each one is tempted when, by his own evil desire, he is dragged 
away and enticed. 
 
And Jesus spoke of this in Matthew 15. 
Matthew 15:19 (NIV)     For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murder, adultery, sexual 
immorality, theft, false testimony, slander. 
 
We are tempted because of evil desires in us.  So, going back to our original question, “Can God 
accept me?”  The answer is no.  I am unacceptable.  God cannot accept me, at least not as I am.  
There are evil desires in me and they result in sin.  
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Some of you may feel that way today.  You hear the gospel and you hope that God will accept 
you on Judgment Day.  But you are not sure you he will.  You are not sure you are saved. 
 
The reason you are thinking this way is that you keep looking at the wrong person.  While you 
are not acceptable, Jesus is fully acceptable to God. 
 
God fully accepts Jesus because Jesus was perfect.  Jesus lived a perfect life before God.  He 
never sinned against God.  He never sinned against anyone else.  He never did anything outside 
of God’s will.  He did not even want to.  Jesus had no evil desires in his heart.   He never acted 
selfishly.  He never wanted to hurt anyone else.  If someone bumped into him in the lunch line, 
he never turned around and socked them.  If someone called him a nasty name, he never 
retaliated.  Jesus always lived to please God in every thought, every word, every action.  There 
was no unacceptable anything in Jesus. 
 
Finally, he not only lived in obedience to God, he died in obedience to God.  It was God’s plan 
that Jesus die to pay for our sins.  Jesus obediently did so.  And so, God accepts Jesus’ death as 
the full payment for all of our sins. 
 
How many of our sins?  All of our sins.  How much of the price did Jesus pay?  All of the price.  
So, can God fully accept us?  Yes, if we are “in Christ.”  That is one of the ways Paul describes 
Christians in his letters.  He calls us those who are “in Christ.”  In Christ you are acceptable to 
God.  
 
That may raise the next logical question, “How can I know I am in Christ?” 
Another way of asking this is, “How can I know I am saved?  How can I know I am a Christian?” 
 
God gave us the answer to that question in Paul’s letter to the Christians in the city of Ephesus. 
On Palm Sunday we examined part of chapter one of that letter.  Paul reviews for them some of 
the spiritual blessings Christians have.  We did not look at the last one Paul wrote of.  Let’s do 
so now. 
 
Ephesians 1:13-14 (NIV) "And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word 
of truth, the gospel of your salvation.  Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, 
the promised Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption 
of those who are God's possession--to the praise of his glory."  
 
In answer to the question, “How can I know I am in Christ,” Paul answers, The Holy Spirit is 
God’s deposit on our to-be-completed salvation.   
 
Here is a definition of a deposit. 
deposit = “something (often money) given as a pledge to pay the rest.” 
 
Let’s say you want to buy a particular car from someone.  You are not sure you can get a loan 
from the bank.  And you don’t want anyone else to buy the car.  You can pay a deposit on the 



3 
 

car signifying your intent to buy it.  The seller will then not sell it to someone else while you go 
get a loan for the rest of the price.  Your deposit is your promise to pay the rest. 
 
Similar to this is that God has made us promises about salvation.  But he has not yet fulfilled all 
those promises.  God promises us new, resurrection bodies.  We don’t have those yet.  He 
promises us that we will live with Jesus, face-to-face.  That has not happened yet.  God has 
promised us eternal life in a much better place than this earth.  That has not yet come to pass.   
 
So, what guarantee do we have that God will do these things?  God has given us the Holy Spirit 
as a deposit on the full package of our salvation.  The Holy Spirit in us is God’s promise to finish 
our salvation at a later time. 
 
The next logical question, which some of you may already be asking, is:  How can I know the 
Holy Spirit is in me?    We answer that question by looking at three things the Holy Spirit does 
in Christians. 
 
1.  The Holy Spirit is changing you on the inside. 
God describes this for us in Romans 8. 
 
Romans 8:28-29 (NIV)      And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who 
love him, who have been called according to his purpose.  For those God foreknew he also 
predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son…  
 
I believe what this last part means is that the Holy Spirit is changing us on the inside.  Earlier I 
spoke of those evil desires in us.  The Holy Spirit is working to change those desires.  When our 
desires are in line with what Jesus desires, our words and actions will change.  We will sin less.  
That change is partly described in Galatians 5. 
 
Galatians 5:22-23 (NIV)     But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness and self-control.  
 
This is part of the good character of Jesus, the image of Jesus.  All of these are due to changes 
on the inside.  Note that some of these are seen by other people.  Others will benefit from your 
patience, your kindness, your faithfulness, your gentleness.   
 
My favorite illustration of this was a man who became a Christian and joined our church.  He 
had several grown children.  After a few months as a Christian they noticed a change in him.  He 
used to be angry and grumpy a lot.  He changed.  He had become more at peace, more patient 
with others, more joyful.  His personality was changing.  His character was changing.  He did not 
notice it, but his children did.  It was so obvious to them that they commented on it.  He was 
being changed by the presence of the Holy Spirit in him. 
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That kind of change is taking place in every person who is walking with Jesus.  It is occurring in 
everyone who is being led by the Spirit.  This is one of the things the Spirit is doing in us.  It is 
evidence that the Holy Spirit is in you and that you are saved. 
 
 
2.  The Holy Spirit is giving you a desire to live out God’s will. 
Before you believed on Jesus who were you living to please?  Most of the time you were living 
to please yourself.  You may also have been living to please your parents, your spouse, or 
someone else.  You were not living to please God.  Now, have you noticed a change in your 
desires since becoming a Christian?  Do you think about God more, about living for God?  Do 
you want to live in a way that pleases him?  Paul writes of this too. 
 
Philippians 2:13 (NLT2)  For God is working in you, giving you the desire and the power to do 
what pleases him.  
 
You may also notice that other desires have begun to change. Things you once liked to read, 
you don’t like to read anymore.  Things you once watched for entertainment hold no interest 
for you now.   
 
These changes in you are the work of the Holy Spirit.  The Spirit’s presence in you is evidence of 
your salvation.   
 
 
3.  The Holy Spirit is giving you understanding of spiritual truth. 
 
Look at this revealed in 1 Corinthians 2. 
 
1 Corinthians 2:10-12, 14 (NIV)   The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God. 
For who among men knows the thoughts of a man except the man's spirit within him?  In the 
same way no one knows the thoughts of God except the Spirit of God.  We have not received 
the spirit of the world but the Spirit who is from God, that we may understand what God has 
freely given us…  
 The man without the Spirit does not accept the things that come from the Spirit of 
God, for they are foolishness to him, and he cannot understand them, because they are 
spiritually discerned. 
 
It is the Holy Spirit who gives us understanding of spiritual truths we read in the Bible.  If you 
are growing in your understanding of God, sin, and salvation as revealed in the Bible, this is 
evidence of the Holy Spirit in you.. 
 
These three things are evidence of the Holy Spirit working in you, working on you.  God wants 
you to be assured of your salvation .  This is a source of great joy.  Be assured and celebrate. 
 
If you are honestly not seeing such evidence in yourself, call me.  We need to talk. 


