
Welcome Back to Saint John’s 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A Guidebook 

for Safely Re-Opening Saint John’s 

for Sunday Worship 

 

Saint John’s Episcopal Church 

146 1st Street 

Troy, New York 

  



Re-opening Guidebook 
 

September 1, 2020 

  

Dear People of Saint John’s, 

  

With joy, the Wardens, Vestry, Deacon Paul, and I announce that Saint 

John’s is re-opening its doors for public worship on Sunday, September 

20.  We have been in a season of fasting and feasting.  None of us could 

have foreseen this fast we have necessarily undertaken—from our 

gathered community, our beautiful sanctuary, our live music, the Word 

spoken in our midst, and the tangible sacrament.  As we once again enjoy 

this rich, spiritual fare, we will still be fasting—from human touch, the 

common cup, singing, kneeling at the altar rail, and the company of those 

who will still be sheltering in place. 

  

And yet, we are also feasting. Even though we were unable to meet in 

person, worship continued with a dedicated worship team, the artistic 

and technological vision of Jason Smith, and the faithful ministries of the 

altar and flower guilds.  Bible studies gathered on Zoom, the Properties 

Committee continued to deliberate and authorize repairs and 

improvements, the Saint John’s Herald resumed publication, Katie Brillat 

began a new curriculum while making original videos for Children’s 

Ministries, and we prepared to celebrate our tower chime.  We continue 

the adventure of faith in God in new circumstances.  We have every 

reason to rejoice. 

  

This booklet, collaboratively written by the Vestry and the staff, is 

provided to prepare you for the next phase of our life together.  It 

describes the steps that have been taken to prepare our sanctuary and our 

liturgy, and the things that parishioners can do to maintain a safe worship 

environment in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic.  These procedures 

have been written following the guidelines from the national Center for 

Disease Control (CDC), the State of New York, and the Episcopal Diocese 



of Albany.  Additional procedures from Dr. Lisa Thorn, the Vestry, and 

the staff have also been incorporated to ensure the safest possible return 

to worship. 

 

No set of procedures, no matter how carefully conceived and followed, can 

guarantee that a parishioner will not contract the Coronavirus.  But we 

have adopted every best practice of church and medical authorities to 

ensure that those who return to worship at this time will return safely. 

  

Because not everyone will be returning to worship in the nave, Jason Smith 

has labored with the support of the parish to provide live streaming of the 

10 a.m. service, so that those who are at home can still join the liturgy at the 

same time as the rest of the community.  For those watching from home, 

there will be a way to identify to those worshiping in the church that you 

are here with us, and so we can greet you at the Offertory.  Whether we 

worship at home or at church, Saint John’s will still be one worshiping 

family.  For those who cannot join us during the worship hour at 10, the 

service will be fed directly onto YouTube while it is live streamed, so it will 

be available immediately after the service is complete. 

  

Of course, things will not be the same at worship as before.  You will wash 

your hands with sanitizer and have your temperature scanned before you 

enter the church.  You may not get to sit in your regular pew.  There will be 

new procedures for taking communion, and markings on the sidewalk and 

nave floor at six-foot intervals. 

  

But we will be back together.  Whether we are in our beautiful church or 

joining in virtually at home, we will be a more gathered community than 

we have been since the middle of Lent.  So whether you join us in the nave 

or in the live stream, welcome back to Saint John’s! 

  

In Christ, 

Mtr. Judith 

  



When Not to Come to Church 
The health and wellbeing of this congregation depends on every member 

honestly assessing their health according to the following criteria.  If you or 

anyone in your household can answer “yes” to any of the following 

questions, please do not come, but join us via live stream service at home. 

  

 Have you experienced any gastrointestinal symptoms such as 

nausea, vomiting, diarrhea, loss of appetite? 

 Have you, or anyone you have been in close contact with, been 

diagnosed with COVID-19, or been placed on quarantine for 

possible contact with COVID-19? 

 Have you been asked to self-isolate or quarantine by a medical 

professional or a local public health official?  

 Have you traveled from a “hot spot” deemed high risk and which 

requires you to self-isolate or quarantine per the new regulations set 

by the State of New York? 

  

Do you have? 

  

 A temperature of 100.3 or higher without having taken any fever 

reducing medication? 

 Loss of smell or taste? 

 Muscle aches? 

 Sore throat? 

 Cough? 

 Shortness of breath? 

 Chills? 

  

Thank you for your understanding and cooperation.  The Lord bless you 

and keep you safe! 
  

  



On Arriving at Church 
Access to the Church Building and Church Service Times 

  

There will be two services: Holy Eucharist Rite I at 8 a.m. 

and Holy Eucharist Rite II at 10 a.m. 

  

The Church building will open 30 minutes before each service and close 15 

minutes after each service.  Parishioners are encouraged to arrive early and 

enter and exit through the main entrance to the church, unless you need to 

use the handicapped entrance. 

  

We require that parishioners, including children 4 years old and older, 

wear masks from when they are approaching the church building until 

they have said their last goodbyes. 

  

The sidewalk to the right side of the doorway will be marked at six-foot 

intervals to ensure safe distancing between parishioners entering the 

building.  Parishioners will be met by volunteers who will: 

  

1. Dispense hand sanitizer 

2. Provide a mask to those who did not bring one 

3. Take your temperature with a scanner 

4. Write down your name, and, if you are not in the parish directory, 

contact information 

  

Once inside, the floors will also be marked at six-foot intervals.  Even if you 

have come with your family, please maintain a six-foot distance between 

each family member as you find your pew, so as to encourage consistent 

distancing by others. 

  

Restroom use will be limited to one person at a time.  The doors of the 

restrooms will be propped open unless they are occupied, so please 

remember to prop open the door of the restroom as you leave. 
  



Seating and Literature 
Seating for the 8 a.m. Holy Eucharist will be in the far left section of the 

church (section F in the diagram).  Seating for the 10 a.m. Holy Eucharist 

will be in the remaining five sections (A – E).  Pews available for seating 

will be marked with a large letter, and the unavailable pews are roped off 

by burgundy rope.  Because so many pews will be roped off, you may not 

be able to sit in your usual place. 

  

At the 8 a.m. service, the usual bi-fold of readings will be provided and 

prayer book pages will be announced.  For the 10 a.m. service, bulletins can 

be printed at home, or picked up at the entrance to the nave. 

  

During the Service 
You may notice some changes: 

 

1. At the 8 a.m. service, the celebrant will wear a microphone so that 

they will not need to project their voice to the back. 

2. At the 10 a.m. service, there will be no congregational singing, 

although gentle humming would be welcome. 

3. A soloist will give voice to the hymn lyrics. 

4. A pew has been removed from the back row on the left-hand side of 

the main aisle to provide space for the live streaming equipment. 

5. Acrylic barriers have been placed around the lectern, pulpit, and 

vocalists. 

  

Offertory and Peace 
The peace will be offered without physical contact. 

  

The offering plate will be part way up the center aisle.  You may rather 

choose to give online; this opportunity is available through the website. 

  

  



Holy Communion 
During the consecration, the hosts that will be consumed by parishioners 

will be covered and off to the side on the corporal. 

  

Per the direction of the Bishop, the Celebrant will drink the consecrated 

wine on behalf of the congregation.  The celebrant, who will have washed 

their hands before the celebration of the Eucharist, will use hand sanitizer 

immediately before distributing the host, and will wear a face mask.  

Parishioners will sanitize their hands with the sanitizer dispensed by the 

deacon or other minister, and then receive the Sacrament from the 

Celebrant.  Both the Celebrant and the parishioner will extend arms to 

approximate social distancing. 

  

Parishioners will come forward one section at a time, maintaining social 

distancing, in a flow according to the directions found on the laminated 

card in your pew.  Each section will be announced. (See diagram provided 

on the back page of this guide). 

  

To consume the host, either return to your seat or continue past the 

celebrant several steps, partially remove your mask, self-administer the 

host, and then replace your mask. 

  

Blessings will be given without physical contact. 

  

Dismissal and Afterward 
Please exit the nave continuing to observe 6 feet of distancing, as marked 

on the floor. There will be a place to dispose of service bulletins at the exit. 

If it is not raining, the clergy will be outside on the sidewalk to greet and 

speak with parishioners, observing social distancing.  Face masks will be 

worn by all until the last goodbye. 

 

After the 8 a.m. service, the narthex and aisles that were used will be 

cleaned and disinfected. 

  



 


