
 

 

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

A Message from the Rector 
   

 
 
 
 

  

  

 

He knows our brokenness, and responds by sending his very Self. 
 

The parish newsletter tells us the story of how God still moves among 

us, inspiring worship, ministry, community, prayer and study. We see 
how God’s life is incarnated into real time, events, and places on our 
calendars. We read how God inspires each person to study and grow 

into the full likeness of his Son. God is still listening and speaking. 
 

As we resume the publication of our newsletter, we are in the midst of 

the COVID-19 pandemic. Our worship has gone online. Our e-blasts 
are more frequent. We are organizing online meetings and coffee 

hours. And yet the parish newsletter, which we can print out or receive 
through the mail, remains important. It is something concrete that we 
can hold in our hands and post on our refrigerators. It is a tangible 

reminder that our Christian community still has a story to tell because 
God still lives and moves among us. Welcome, then, to the latest 

edition of St. John’s Herald. 

Mother Judith+  
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Communication is at the heart of the 
Christian tradition. Our God spoke the world 

into existence, called to his people from 
fiery clouds and starlit skies, and proclaimed 

his will through prophets. In the fullness of 
time, he sent his Son into the world, the 

Word made flesh, because there was no 
better way to communicate who God is 
and how his great love is for us. But this is not 

one-sided communication. God speaks to 
his people because he has been listening. 
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 A Note from the Editor 
  

 
  

A component of St. John’s Mission is the aim 

that we “proclaim God’s love joyously.”  
Mother Judith’s message reminds us that in 
seeking to communicate with us, God 

“proclaimed his will through the prophets.”  
To proclaim is to declare or to announce 

and one of the ways we proclaim is by 
delivering news, as did heralds of old.  
 

St. John’s has a long history of delivering 
news. In the “A Look Back” section (pages 6 

and 7), Donna Rem tells us that a newsletter 
has been present here for at least 130 years 
and excerpts from The St. John’s Tablet, 

dated April 3, 1887 are featured. We learn 
that its purpose was “to help the cause of 
Christ every where, but especially in that 

portion of the Master’s Vineyard committed 
to our charge.” 

 

This commitment remains intact. To help the 
cause of Christ in our midst, we resume 

publication of St. John’s Herald. You may 

recall previous editions of this newsletter and 
the format for present editions will be similar, 
offering information about our worship, 

ministries, community life, prayer and study 

opportunities, and events—past and 
anticipated. The newsletter will be 
published every two months, starting the 

cycle with this April-May edition. Its primary 
distribution method will be electronic with 

paper copies available in the Narthex and 
Thompson Room and available for 

mailing.  
 

The resumption of St. John’s Herald during 

the COVID-19 pandemic presupposes that 
the dates announced may change. The 

Parish website, e-blasts, and bulletin 
announcements will continue and 

supplement the newsletter with updates 
and corrections. So today, in these 

uncertain times, we offer this proclamation 
recognizing that God remains with us in 
our “portion of the Master’s Vineyard 

committed to our charge.” 

Jennifer Firth 

WHILE WE MUST WAIT, 

PAYING OUR BILLS WON’T… 

 
During our hiatus, please mail your pledge checks to the church 
office.  Please write your envelope (pledge) number on the 
check or use one of the pledge envelopes. It will be blessed 
during a liturgy before it is deposited. 

Bless you! 
 
Bless you! 
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A Reflection on Altar Guild Service           Lois Hodkinson 

   

Holy Week Schedule 
   

 
  

When I was asked to write an article for the newsletter about my 

personal experience as a member of the Altar Guild, it was 

suggested that I might share how it has changed me.  I found myself 

thinking about this in the quietness of the sanctuary when I was on 

Altar Guild duty recently. 

 

I’ve been on the Altar Guild for about twelve years and what I’ve 

discovered about this ministry is that it is much more than just dusting, 

cleaning linens, polishing vessels, and setting up for services.  It is an 

opportunity to serve both God and the congregation.  “A Working 

Manual for Altar Guilds” by Dorothy C. Diggs describes the Altar 

Guild as “the ones chosen to prepare for the meeting of the people 

with God.” Reflecting on that, I find myself humbled to have been 

given the opportunity to serve God and this parish by making ready 

His church for worship. 

 

I’m not sure if being a member of the Altar Guild has changed me as 

much as it has made me more aware of how important it is to have 

this holy space where people from all walks of life can come 

together to worship God and to seek Him in times of sorrow and joy. 

It’s an honor and a blessing for me to be able to serve the Lord and 

St. John’s on these occasions through this ministry. ✢  

 

“… it is much more 

than just dusting, 

cleaning linens, 

polishing vessels, 

and setting up for 

services.” 

 

 

This will be our online schedule, watch for links: 
 
April 5, Palm Sunday Morning Palm Sunday Liturgy 

April 9, Maundy Thursday 7:00 p.m. Holy Eucharist, Foot-

washing Liturgy  

April 10, Good Friday noon Stations of the Cross led by Deacon 

Sandy 

April 10, Good Friday 7:00 p.m. Good Friday Liturgy 

April 12, Easter Sunday Morning Easter Sunday Liturgy 
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 Interview with Deacon Paul                            
 

  

  

 
  

Q: Where did you grow up?   

A: I grew up in South Troy where the motto “South Troy against the world” came from. Just for 

those who say they grew up in South Troy, let it be known that you didn't unless you lived south 

of the canal! 

 

Q: What was your religious life like growing up? Were you “religious” as a child?  

A: I would say my religious life started in kindergarten at St. Joseph's Roman Catholic School 

and continued through high school at Catholic Central. Religion was an everyday experience 

for me. We were taught by the Sisters of St. Joseph. We said prayers daily, and attended Mass 

every Sunday and on days of Holy Obligation. Church on Sunday was mandatory, and God 

help you if you didn't show up. We had passes that we had to hand in, and they would be 

checked on Monday when you went to school. If yours wasn't in the pack, you better have a 

hand-written note from your mother. As a teenager I had thoughts of becoming a priest but 

then discovered girls. That put a damper on that thought, as Roman Catholic priests cannot 

marry. Religion continued through my adult life. 

 

Q: Did you ever leave the church? If so, what brought you back? 

A: Yes, I left the Church for about ten years. This was due to the controversy involving Roman 

Catholic priests and their abuse of children and teens. I believe the Church handled the 

situation very poorly. During this time, I attended church by watching the Hour of Power with 

Reverend Robert Schuller every Sunday. There came a time when I started thinking that there 

was more to life than this. I started searching for a church to attend. After many tries, I found 

St. John's. 

 

Q: Please share a little about your call to be a Deacon? Are you finding the life of a Deacon 

what you anticipated it would be? 

A: About a year after joining St. John's, the thought of ministry came back to me. I prayed a 

lot about this new venture and discussed it with Marilyn and Fr. Hap. I went to an interest 

meeting at the Spiritual Life Center and talked with Bishop David Benna. He suggested I do a 

year of discernment which I did, and after three years of Deacon School, the rest is history. I 

was ordained in 2009, becoming the first St. John’s parishioner to be raised up as a Deacon. 

 

Being a Deacon is exactly what I anticipated; in fact, we had to write what our ministry would 

be like five years from now as an assignment in school. My paper pretty much mirrors that. 

 

Q: What are your most and least favorite aspects of being a Deacon? 

A: My most favorite aspect of being a Deacon by far is Pastoral Care. I enjoy ministering to 

parishioners and anyone else I run into. I don't push myself on others but if the door opens, I 

step right through. 
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  Deacon Paul (continued) 
  

  

 

  

My least favorite part of being a Deacon is sermon preparation.  It takes me a long time and 

sometimes I agonize over it.  Sermon preparation reminds me of school work; growing up, I 

really did not like academics. However, I really enjoy delivering a sermon. 

 

Q: You recently retired, what was your career? 

A: I enjoyed being a Police Officer for forty-three years with the City of Troy. Not quite a priest, 

but I enjoyed serving the citizens of Troy. Like I said previously, if the door opened while I was 

working, I would step right through it and minister to those on the street. 

 

Q: What are your hobbies? 

A: Presently I do not participate in any hobbies but Ministry. In the past I've had many hobbies. 

I used to collect toy trains and have built a few train layouts in O gauge, G gauge and my last 

one was N gauge. I have a ham radio license and my call sign is N2UZR, hence my e-mail 

address is HAMN2UZR. I used to enjoy flying kites. I took a course in wood working at RPI and 

made Marilyn a jewelry box. What next? I took a course in jewelry making at the Rensselaer 

County Council for the Arts and made jewelry for Marilyn to fill that box. 

 

 Q: Is there something about you we don’t know that you’d 

like to share? 

A: After being ordained, I received the Owen G. Connally 

Award for Service for basically ministering to Police Officers 

and others. I remember the night I spent at Albany Medical 

Center ministering to two of our wounded Officers and 

their families. I am the Police Chaplain for the department. 

I have three sisters and I am the baby of the family. I also 

own and ride an Indian Motorcycle. ✢  
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 A Look Back                                                       Donna Rem 
  

 
  

 

Since early years, St. John’s has used a newsletter to reach people.  We have in our archives a bound 

collection of printed newsletters from the years 1887 and 1888, titled The St. John’s Tablet. 

 

 

This newsletter was founded by the thirteenth 

rector, the Reverend Frank Norton (1876-

1880) and continued by his successor, the 

Reverend Thaddeus Snively (1881-1892).  

The environmental factors of harsh winters, 

river valley odors, and air pollution emanating 

from the mills were responsible for the many 

brief tenures of rectors in the 19th century. 

  

The April 1887 issue included a very complete 

parish directory, schedules and summaries of 

services, designated offerings, societies, and 

guilds, as well as a financial report on “The 

Church Home,” a place for Troy interparish 

members who were unable to provide for their 

own care. There are articles titled, “The 

Influence of the Prayer Book” and “Christian 

Unity,” with references to Bishop Doane and 

sections titled “Easter Day,” “Palm  Sunday 

and Holy Week,” “The Sunday School,” 

“The Parish Need,” “Parish Notes,” and 

“Personals.”  The 12-page newsletter is 

peppered with advertisements, predominantly 

from Troy and Albany merchants and cost 10 

cents or 50 cents annually. 

  

If you love history and would enjoy seeing this 

wonderful primary resource, please contact  

Donna Rem of the Archives Committee. 
 
  

Below,  

The St. John’s Tablet explains its mission. 

 

At left, 

An example of a 

local company’s 

advertisement. 

 

The Tablet states, 

“A few choice 

advertisements will  

be admitted to the 

paper. Terms will  

be furnished upon 

application.” 
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 A Look Back (continued) 
  

 
  

Here, The Tablet discusses the  

imperative need for a parish house.   

 



 

8 ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

 

 

Hidden Garden Tour              Jennifer Firth 
   

   

Back when we could sit together … 

   

  

 

https://www.cpg.org/global/online-resources/cartoons/ 

The Troy Hidden Garden Tour 

celebrates its 21st anniversary 

this year and once again, St. 

John’s Memorial Garden will be 

one of the 35 gardens open to 

explore and enjoy.  This annual 

self-guided walking tour offers 

a unique opportunity to visit 

gardens throughout the historic 

Sage, Washington Park, 

Riverside, and downtown 

neighborhoods while raising 

funds to support Troy’s historic 

Prospect Park.   

 

Check-in and purchase of 

tickets takes place near the 

Russell Sage College Parking 

Lot, on the corner of First and 

Division Streets. Tour maps are 

also available at this location.  

St. John’s volunteers serve 

lemonade and cookies to our 

Garden Tour visitors, and our 

church is open as well.  

 

For more information, and to 

purchase tickets, see:  

hiddengardentour.com 

 

We gather to tend to the 

Garden most Wednesdays at 

10 a.m. in the warm weather.  

No special skills required.  See 

Gail Richardson or Jennifer Firth 

if you’d like to help. ✢  
 

Troy Hidden 
Garden Tour 
 

Thursday,  
May 21, 2020 
 

4 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.  
Rain or Shine 
 
$15 presale &  
$20 on the day 

 
 

 

https://www.cpg.org/global/online-resources/cartoons/
http://hiddengardentour.com/
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Beaver Cross Ministries               Jennifer Firth 
   

 
   

 
 
  

 “Providing a space 

for young people 

to grow in faith, 

surrounded by 

Christian role 

models, in a 

nurturing Christian 

environment.” 

 

There’s a lot going on for the 

youth in the Episcopal Diocese 

of Albany. Beaver Cross 

Ministries—a ministry of the 

Diocese—is dedicated to 

offering youth from all walks of 

life opportunities to build their 

faith in Jesus Christ while making 

friends and having fun all year 

long. Over winter break in 

February, several kids from St. 

John’s, along with 50 others 

from the region, attended 

“Sonshine Retreat 2020,” at the 

Christ the King Center in 

Greenwich.  

 

During the school year, Beaver 

Cross Ministries offers “Rooted,” 

a regional youth program held 

at churches in the Diocese. St. 

John’s currently hosts 7th – 12th 

graders every Thursday from 

6:45 – 8:00 p.m. St. George’s, 

Clifton Park, hosts a program for 

Middle School, grades 5 – 8, 

every Tuesday from 6:15-7:30 

p.m. And there’s a track for the 

youth each year at the 

Convention in June.  

 

Overnight Summer Camp at the 

Christ the King Center runs from 

Sunday, July 5th – Friday, August 

7th. Weeks are arranged 

according to age and offered 

for youth in Kindergarten 

through 12th grade. Day camp 

and Counselor-in-Training 

programs are also provided. 

Camp scholarships are 

available. For more information 

about Beaver Cross Ministries—

its activities and ways you can 

support them financially and 

with your time--see 

beavercrossministries.org or call 

518.692.9550, ext 114 and speak 

to Daniel or Kaitlyn Hyde, Youth 

Program Directors.  
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Children and Youth Ministries                  Katherine Brillat 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  

Shrove Tuesday Pancake Supper 

Nearly 100 people gathered in the gym 

on Tuesday evening February 25th to 

enjoy a celebratory pancake supper 

served by the youth of St. John’s.  In 

addition to decorating the tables with 

streamers, masks, and beads, our young 

people also greeted people as they 

arrived. George Richardson and Lydia 

Smith provided music during dinner. 

Pancake races were enjoyed by the 

young people who participated as well 

as by those who cheered them on (and 

envied their energy)! Our thanks to all 

who helped with this event: Carson, 

Evelyn, Madison, Seamus, Markus, 

Leighanna, Dahlia, Angolina, and Omani; 

our kitchen crew: Robin and Bill Prout, Sam 

Haynes, and Sam Addo, and to the many 

hands who helped with cleaning up. 
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Children’s Ministries (continued) 
 

 

 
 
 
  

Sunday School 

Every Sunday, children attend Church 

School during the sermon and return in 

time for communion. Here are some 

recent projects. 

 

 
 

Valentines for our families and home-bound 
parishioners. 

We made wind socks to remind us that the Holy 
Spirit is like the wind. You can’t see it, yet it is 
always moving. The butterflies signify change.  

🦋  
 

 

 

On March 6, Family Movie night 

drew 20 participants for a visit to 

Narnia in the Thompson Room. 
 

 

Children also participate in our 10:00 a.m. 
service as acolytes and singers. Vivian and 
Harper rehearsing with their mother, Christi. 
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 Basement on First Street                             Pat Chesterfield 
  

 

 

 

 

  

The Basement on First Street – otherwise 

known as the Thrift Shop – was established 

several decades ago by a very dedicated 

cadre of women who gave much of their 

time and energy to serving the St. John’s 

Community.  After having very successful, 

twice yearly “rummage sales” for many 

years – which involved a great deal of set 

up, selling for just a few days, then 

clearing/cleaning up - they were inspired to 

create a shop that could operate and 

serve the community all year long.  And the 

thrift shop has been going strong ever since 

it was incorporated in 1985.   

Currently, the shop is open every 

Wednesday and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to 

Noon.  Our shop has a housewares room 

with pots/pans, dishes & glassware, towels 

& linens, small appliances; a children’s 

room with clothing & shoes & outerwear for 

infants, toddlers, girls and boys; the “Big” 

room with clothing & shoes for both men 

and women and a “Boutique” where we 

individually price clothing and shoes that 

are of “like new” or designer quality. There 

is also a coat rack in the hall for adult-sized 

coats and jackets priced at $3.00 each. 

Our common area has display racks for 

greeting cards and jewelry items. Each year 

we set up a Christmas Shop filled with 

merchandise for gift giving or holiday 

decorating that is open throughout the 

holiday season. 

Over the years, the shop has gone through 

changes in both staffing and leadership. 

Our current roster of dedicated members 

includes Carolyn Smith, Virginia Holland, 

Cindy Tysiak, Pat Chesterfield, Mary Jane 

Hotaling, Anna Givens, Michael Salway and 

Jean Widman. We always welcome any 

others who would like to help out – the more 

the merrier!  Many hands make light work, 

too! 

As the Bible tells us, we should share what 

we have to clothe the needy. In keeping 

with that mission, we price most of our 

clothing items (non-Boutique and Coats) at 

$0.75 each or one paper bag full for $4.00. 

Several times a year we run a buy one, get 

one free sale on clothing bags. Because we 

recognize that some in our community may 

be unable to afford even that, we offer one 

free bag of clothing per month to those folks 

who have a New York State Benefits Card.  

They may select items from either the Big 

room or the children’s room or combine 

them into one bag.  
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 Basement on First Street (continued) 
  

 

 
 

 
  

This was a wonderful idea initiated by Sue 

Palmer, who was dedicated to those less 

fortunate who make up a large part of our 

customer base.  Sue took over as the 

Shop’s director when Bif Fairbanks retired, 

and she served faithfully until her untimely 

passing in 2018. She is and will always be 

dearly missed by all of us. 

The shop has grown over the years and has 

expanded its mission to serve not only the 

St. John’s community and surrounding 

neighborhoods through sales, but to 

expand its service to other local community 

service organizations.  We have responded 

to the needs of individuals in crisis or 

transition, who can be referred directly to 

our shop from organizations like Parole 

House, Joseph’s House or the YWCA in 

order to select clothing, shoes and coats or 

other needed items with assistance from 

Church Staff or Shop Volunteers.  In 

addition, each year our sales proceeds are 

distributed to seven or eight organizations 

that have a direct impact on the local 

community. Our typical proceeds in past 

years had been upwards of $10,000.  

However, this year’s sales were down 

substantially due to the boiler malfunction 

and subsequent water damage to the 

basement resulting in a nearly seven-month 

closure.  That being said, we did manage 

to get back open in September after 

repairs were made, painting was 

completed, and new tile flooring was 

installed.  We are grateful for the work of 

the Properties Committee and to Dave 

Hunn for his careful attention to this work. 

Although we did have some losses of both 

merchandise and fixtures, the insurance 

compensation enabled us to purchase 

some new racks and display fixtures. The 

shop has never looked better!  

Despite a very short sales year, we were still 

able to distribute $3,000 (30% of what we 

gave last year) to our mission partners: 

$420 to the Troy YWCA 

$270 to T.A.U.M. 

$720 to Food Pantries of the Capital District 

$270 to Capital Roots 

$450 to Joseph’s House and Shelter 

$570 to The Troy Temple Corps of the 

  Salvation Army 

$300 to The Sunnyside Child Development 

 Center – Catholic Charities 

We are looking forward to a busy year 

ahead and are encouraging folks to shop 

with us and to keep those donations 

coming!  We are grateful for your support!✢ 

 

While we are grateful for your donations, we 

CANNOT accept certain items that do not sell 

or cannot be sold due to health/safety issues 

such as: 

Books (except cookbooks); CDs/DVDs/VHS 

tapes, Large appliances/electronics (small 

ones like radios, toasters, blenders are 

welcome) 

Medical Equipment – walkers, braces, 

crutches, and similar; Used or opened 

cosmetics/bath/beauty items; Infant items 

that have potential safety recalls or expiration 

dates (car seats, playpens, strollers). 
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 Out and About: 
  

 

 
 

 
  

Cathedral in Bloom. On February 21—23, floral artists of the Capital Region combined their talents with the 
glorious architecture of The Cathedral of All Saints in the second year of the area’s new premier flower show.  The 
event included dozens of floral displays, workshops and presentations offered by area floral professionals, guided 
tours of the Cathedral, a flower market, organ recitals, and a luncheon cafe. 

 

 

 

 
 

Mother Judith, Jennifer Firth, Lois Hodkinson, Carol Daniel, and Christine Salmon 

at the display in the Lady Chapel. 
 

 

 
 

 At tea with Brynna Nardone and Dawn Weinraub. 
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 Daughters of the King               Jennifer Firth 

 

   

   

  

For His Sake . . . 
 

I am but one, but I am one. 
I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 

What I can do, I ought to do. 
What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 

Lord, what will you have me do? 

These words delight as they address our tendency to want to fix 

everything yet realistically acknowledge it’s just not possible.  They 

remind us that we can do something if we pause and ask God to show 

us what that could be.  It is the motto of The Order of the Daughters of 

the King® and has been its guiding sentiment from the start. 
 

In 1885, 31-year old Margaret Franklin led a women’s Bible Study at the 

Church of the Holy Sepulchre in Manhattan, NY.  This group called 

themselves the “Daughters of the King.” On Easter Eve, Margaret called 

a meeting of the group to “arouse their interest and urge their 

cooperation as a class of definite workers for Christ and His church.”  On 

that night—April 4, 1885—what would become known as “The Order of 

the Daughters of the King®” was born.   
 

This year on April 4, 2020, The Order celebrates its 135th Anniversary.  

Daughters had made plans to celebrate this anniversary at the 

Episcopal Church of the Resurrection (formerly the Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre) in Manhattan on April 4.  Due to the COVID-19 pandemic, 

the event was cancelled.  We continue to thank God for His faithfulness 

to Margaret’s original vision of a nation-wide order with 50 chapters.  

The Order now has grown to an international order with chapters 

throughout the world and over 30,000 members.  There are more than 

300 Daughters in the Diocese of Albany from 30 chapters. 
 

No special talents are needed to become a Daughter—only a desire to 

draw closer to God and help others do the same.  Many women have 

found The Order “to be a safe place in a busy world where we can be 

together and support each other in Christ’s love.”  All women are 

invited to come and learn more about our life together of Prayer, 

Service, and Evangelism.  St John’s chapter—The Daughters of the Holy 

Spirit—meets monthly on the first Monday of the month at 6 p.m. in the 

Thompson Room. ✢ 

 
 

“… a safe place in 

a busy world where 

we can be 

together and 

support each other 

in Christ’s love.”   
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Community Breakfast           Gail Richardson 
   

   

Annual Meeting                    Gail Richardson 
   

 
  

St. John’s Annual Meeting was held on January 26, 2020, following the 

10:00 a.m. service. Attendees unanimously approved the slate of 

candidates: Dave Hunn (warden); Maygen Bussing, Bill Prout, and 

Christi Spain-Savage (vestry); Jennifer and George Firth, and Sandy 

Hutchison, with Eileen Manz, alternate (delegates to Diocesan 

Convention). Mother Judith acknowledged the outstanding service of 

Christine Salmon, out-going Senior Warden, and Lois Hodkinson, Junior 

Warden, for providing excellent leadership during the transition. We 

also expressed our gratitude to Therese Duvil, who has completed her 

term on the vestry. ✢  
 

Our most recent Community 

Breakfast was held from 9:00 to 

11:00 a.m. on Saturday, March 

14th. Because of the threat of 

spreading the coronavirus, the 

breakfast format was changed 

from the usual buffet-style to a 

take-out only format. 

 

Mother Judith and I greeted 

our guests with an explanation 

and a request to “wash your 

hands for 20 seconds before 

moving around our building.” 

Early visitors were treated to 

Mtr. Judith’s hallway rendition 

of “Amazing Grace” as a way 

to time the 20 seconds! 

Everyone complied with good 

cheer and appreciated our 

efforts. Most guests also visited 

the Thrift Shop. We are grateful 

to Eileen Manz for organizing 

the event, and to everyone 

who helped make the take-out 

format work smoothly. ✢ 
 

  
 

 

St. John’s Vestry 

 

Dave Hunn, Senior Warden 
Lois Hodkinson, Junior Warden 

Maygen Bussing, Bill Prout, Christi Spain-Savage (2023) 
Sandy Hutchison, Norris Pearson (2022) 

Carol Daniel, Anne Hoback, Brian Thomson, Linda Thorburn (2021) 
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 COVID-19 and the Church                               Dave Hunn 
  

 

 

 

 
  

St. John’s “Earthly” Response 

By this date, you would have heard many of the actions Mtr Judith has taken to keep us in 

touch, nurture our faith, and be always ready to return to our church building for services. It 

may be helpful to know that the virus does not live long outside a host person. The following 

information comes from the Centers for Disease Control, National Institute of Health and 

Princeton University about the “dwelling life” of this corona virus. Life depends on where it 

“lands.”  As of March, these are the findings: 

• Airborne 3 hours 

• Hard surfaces 96 hours (4 days) 

The lower temperature of the nave and lack of use would contribute to diminishment of viruses 

still living on surfaces there. Pews and stone altar rail were disinfected early on. Meeting 

spaces when available will be “timed” between uses. 

Here endeth the information section! 

Why does God allow disease to exist on His world? 

COVID-19 is only the latest catastrophe to befall us, albeit hitting close to home. We must 

include natural disasters, wars and other tragedies. A more formal statement is this: 

In a world created and overseen by an all-powerful, beneficent 

God, why is evil allowed to exist? 

This seminal question is called Theodicy. The theodicy question arose long before Christianity 

and is also found in Jewish and Muslim religions. The first Christian scholarly writings are from 

Bishop Irenaeus in the 220 AD., and many times thereafter by theologians, saints, and 

philosophers.  

Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) posed that “evil” is a corruption of goodness that befell 

mankind when humanity was given free will by God – and promptly committed the original sin. 

Augustine’s view was further developed by St. Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century. 

To this day, misuse of free will is still considered an answer to the 

 

(In case you haven’t heard) 

In fact, everyone has heard!  The author 

can’t remember any event generating this 

plethora of information in quantity, 

frequency, urgency, agonized correctness, 

fakery, and now politically-driven side 

agendas. Spreading faster than the virus is its 

economic consequences. COVID-19 has 

had a universal, negative impact on 

institutions and their constituents, including 

churches. We all have opinions on both the 

extent of the disease and the collateral 

damage from bureaucratic actions. 
 

 

It’s not a Flower! 
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 COVID-19 and the Church (continued) 
  

 

 
 

 
  

Augustine of Hippo (AD 354-430) posed that “evil” is a corruption of goodness that befell 

mankind when humanity was given free will by God – and promptly committed the original sin.  

Augustine’s view was further developed by St. Thomas Aquinas in the 13th century. 

To this day, misuse of free will is still considered an answer to the 

existence of evil in a Godly world. 

It is difficult for the author to apply the free will argument to diseases…or natural disasters.   At 

any rate, if you pose these questions to yourself, you are not alone.  The answer can be simple 

or not, depending on your beliefs. 

So What? Enter Faith, Hope & Charity 

Theodicy as a concept is a rational one.  The question for some is resolved and for others, not.  

The notes here are a tiny oversimplification of the writings of hundreds of brilliant theologians 

and scholars.  Their arguments are based on reasoning, logic and whatever facts they had.  

The question of theodicy continues.  It is an academic exercise. 

However our individual view of theodicy, our “answer” is from the heart! 

For many whose faith is deep and strong, the question of theodicy just doesn’t matter.  It is 

their faith, and how their faith is manifested, that counts.  If we want a scriptural example, the 

Book of Job comes as close to Theodicy as anywhere in the Bible (though the comparison is 

not truly parallel).  There are many other similar references.  Deep and abiding faith doesn’t 

answer the question of theodicy, it just relegates it to “inoperative” [Richard Nixon]. 

Despite theodicy, if you proceed with your own faith, hope 

and charity, even difficult questions can be conquered, if not 

answered, and you will be strengthened. ✢ 
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May they rest in peace .  .  . 

Winnie Johnson  

(July 12, 1939 to  

March 1, 2020) 

 
Winnie cherished her 

family. Spending time 

with them was a priority 

and attendance and 

enthusiastic support at 

their events was a given. She was the 

beloved wife of Len for 59 years and mother 

to Wendy, Sherry, Len, Jr., and Valerie—

always rooting for them and the New York 

Yankees. We are thankful Winnie shared her 

radiant smile and kindness with us and her 

courage will inspire us always. 

 

 
 

Lois Goldstein 

(May 5, 1922 to  

March 12, 2020) 

 
A life-long resident of 

Watervliet and 

parishioner of St. John’s, 

Lois was happily 

married to her husband 

Donald for 65 years. Together they had 3 

children, 6 grand-children and 9 great-grand-

children. 

 

Lois loved to tell stories about her life. She 

often talked about walking with her brothers 

and sisters from Port Schuyler to attend 

Sunday School at St. John’s. Lois loved to 

volunteer, and became an active staff  
 

member in the Thrift Shop, working every 

Wednesday and Saturday. She especially 

enjoyed working at the desk and interacting 

with the many customers. Most of all, she 

enjoyed going to lunch with her fellow 

workers at the end of each day. 

We are thankful Lois shared her ability to 

foster relationships with us and her 

endurance and cheerful spirit will inspire us 

always.  

 

  
 

Bill Muller  

(January 1, 1944 to 

March 15, 2020) 

 
Bill loved life. He 

enjoyed learning, 

teaching, debating 

ideas, sports, and 

capturing the beauty 

around him through photography. His love for 

his wife Linda and his family was obvious to 

everyone. And that love spilled over to his 

family at St. John’s evidenced by his joy in 

attending worship services, participation on 

the Vestry, and involvement in the Thrift Shop. 

He often expressed his love of God through 

his writings and his poems appeared 

frequently in St. John’s Journal. We are 

thankful Bill shared his generous heart and 

love of life with us and he will inspire us 

always. ✢ 
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Save the Date 
   

   

 

 

Planning at this time is provisional, but these are the things 

we would like to do in the coming months. Only God 

knows. 

 
Haiti Soiree, April 25. Details to follow. 

Mother’s Day Tea, May 10. Following 10 a.m. service.  

Rogation Sunday, May 17. Bless our neighborhood! 

152nd Diocesan Convention, June 5 – 7. Moved to October. 

Community Breakfast, June 13, 9 – 11 a.m. 

King’s Kids “Sundae”         / Father’s Day, June 21. Following 10 a.m. 

service.  

St. John’s Vacation Bible Camp, June 29 – July 2, 9 am-noon. 

Details to follow! 

Beaver Cross Camp:  Runs from July 5 - August 7 (weeks 

organized by age) at Christ the King Center, Greenwich, NY. 

     beavercrossministries.org 
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St. John’s Episcopal Church 
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Troy, NY  12180 
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request. 

 

Story contributions are 

welcome.  Please contact an 

editor with your ideas! 
 

 

We’re on the Web! 

See us at: 

www.stjohnstroy.org 
 

 

 

 

CONTACT ST. JOHN’S 

 

Christiann Gibeau,  

Office Manager 

Email: 

office@stjohnstroy.org 

 

The Reverend Canon 

Judith W. Malionek, Rector 

Email: 

rev.jmalionek@stjohnstroy.org 
 
Deacon Paul Carney 

Email: 

hamn2uzr@aol.com 

 
Katherine Brillat, 

Children’s Ministries 

Email: 

kbrillat@stjohnstroy.org 

St. John’s Parish Calendar 

 
For the current version of our April 
Calendar: click here 

 
For the current version of our May 

Calendar: click here 
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