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Green Means Grow
As every good Episcopalian knows, the Church calendar is divided into seasons, each of which corresponds
to a chapter in the life of Jesus. So, for example, Christmas is the season in which we remember his birth;
Epiphany, his baptism; Lent, his suffering and death; and Easter, his resurrection and ascension. And then,
bringing us full circle, the first season of the Church Year, Advent, anticipates his coming again in glory to
finally complete what began with his birth: the restoration of the world.
But the longest season of all has no name. Sometimes referred to as “the season after Pentecost,” sometimes
referred to as “Ordinary Time,” the season that stretches all the way from Pentecost to the first Sunday in
Advent is anonymous. Rather than concentrating itself on any one event in the life of Jesus, Ordinary Time
traces the broad “middle” of Jesus’s adult life, after his ministry begins but before he reaches the cross, and it
includes the bulk of his teaching, preaching and healing.
So Ordinary Time follows the ordinary life of Jesus--not the special events but the workaday experiences in
the life of Christ. And that’s how we are meant to appropriate the long season: as a continuing reminder that
the life he lived bears directly on our ordinary lives. It is in our ordinary lives, after all, that our faith is proved.
Ordinary time begins just about the time of year when the trees bud; it ends just about the time that the trees
drop their leaves to the ground. Not for nothing is green the liturgical color of Ordinary time; for green,
traditionally, represents growth. Following the great feast of Pentecost, Ordinary Time is the season in which
we remember that we are living in the Spirit, who brings good fruit to bear in our lives.
In that sense, there is no such thing as ordinary life, for in Christ, every moment and every workaday
experience is charged with meaning and promise.
That is what Ordinary Time is for—to grow up and into the image of Christ day by day.
Your brother in Christ, Fr. Steve

Last fall, our Church School kids, led
by Jennifer and Rebecca Rem, planted
the bulbs that grew these lovely
daffodils under the St. John’s sign on
the corner on First and Liberty.
The bulbs were donated by the
Rensselaer County Cooperative
Extension 4-H.
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Getting to Know and Love God
How do we pray, study, create, serve?
How do we grow in his image?

Let Us Pray
by Deacon Sandy Tatem

The Evident, Everlasting Presence of Christ
by Jeannie Ballard

“Let Us Pray”–a familiar invitation that we hear at
each worship service. So, I’m sharing with you
some thoughts on prayer:

God is always with us and never leaves us. He wants
the best for us and has a plan for us, though His
plan can be different from ours. Prayer, time, grace
and an open heart and mind may allow us to hear
him speak to us about his plan at some point—
when is the hard part to endure. He does so many
things in his own way, things we may not
understand as humans, but our love in him and
through him makes him rejoice.

“Prayer is the gift of the Spirit. Often we wonder
how to pray, when to pray, and what to pray. We
can become very concerned about methods and
techniques of prayer. But finally, it is not we who
pray, but the Spirit who prays in us.
Paul says: “The Spirit comes to help us in our
weakness, for, when we do not know how to pray
properly, then the Spirit personally makes our
petitions for us in groans that cannot be put into
words; and he who can see into all hearts knows
what the Spirit means because the prayers that the
Spirit makes for God’s holy people are always in
accordance with the mind of God” (Romans 8:2627). These words explain why the Spirit is called
“the Consoler”. (Henry J. Nouwen)
Prayer is so simple. It is like quietly opening a door
and slipping in the very presence of God. There is
the stillness to listen for His voice. Perhaps to
petition or only to listen. It matters not; just to be
there in His presence is prayer. God receives us just
as we are and accepts our prayers just as they are. In
the same way that a small child cannot draw a bad
picture, so a child of God cannot offer a bad prayer.
(Richard J. Foster) Amen.
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The devil is always trying to tempt us. But,
following Christ in prayer and practicing God’s love
and grace makes the ‘damn devil’ cry and weaken
just that much more. Remembering God is always
with us, even when it seems like he isn’t, bringing all
of our thoughts to him, even the bad ones, taking
time to both speak to him and listen to him, and
attempting to carry out his ways of righteousness are
just some of the things we can do to we can help
ourselves, God and God’s people and be safe from
the devil.
God is forever and always above all things. We
should do all these things in the name of God.
When we don’t, it may seem like our prayers are not
being answered and God isn’t helping us, but to
receive blessings from Christ, prayers need to be in
his name, honor and will. If our prayers aren’t his
will, he just waits for us to come to him with the
right prayer in our hearts and to acknowledge his
will for us, so it can be officially granted to us
because God knows what is best for us.
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Why Am I Here?
From Cross the Bridge Daily Evotionals with
David McGee
Submitted by Carol Daniel
"Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent
for. I ask, then, for what reason have you sent for me?"
Acts 10:29 NKJV
Peter asks a thought-provoking question in this
passage. Why am I here? I think this is a great
question to ask ourselves. We may say we are here
to serve and love God and to serve and love
others, but if we never take the time to
really do these things, how important are they to
us? I believe it is important to ask ourselves this
question often and make decisions according to
these priorities. I know I am guilty of getting
caught up in things that don't really matter and
disregarding the things that really do matter. I
find myself “majoring on the minors and
minoring on the majors.” Jesus broke it down for
us when He said, “Love God and love others.” It
really can't be explained any simpler than that. We
should remember that Jesus did something
extraordinary. He loved us by giving His life
away. In doing that, He has shown us how to love
others.
Life Lesson: We should be asking ourselves
the question, why am I here?
The answers should be...
1) to love and serve God
2) to love and serve others
3) to show and tell others about Jesus

Pentecost 2014

by Brynna Carpenter Nardone

Dear God,
Help me to remember what is important. I get
confused about my priorities sometimes. Please
remind me through Bible teaching, Bible reading
and the love and care of others, why I am here.
Help me to take the time to remember these
things. When it’s all said and done, only what I
have done for You will last. In Jesus’s name,
Amen.
Live. Give. Grow.
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THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER AND ADMINISTRATION OF THE SACRAMENTS AND OTHER
RITES, TOGETHER WITH THE PSALTER OR PSALTERS OF DAVID, KNOWN AS

The Book of Common Prayer!
By Dave Hunn

The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) is the playbook
of Episcopal liturgies. This compilation of the church
calendar, rituals, prayers, psalms and lessons is
biblically derived from the mass books of the Roman
Catholic Church. The road that led to this remarkable
and most venerable document started well before its
publication in around 1549. It all began in the age of
the Reformation and Age of Enlightenment.
POLITICS, POWER, INTRIGUE,
MONEY, AND A FEW MORTAL SINS –
THE BASIS OF THE BOOK!
The Reformation had a profound effect worldwide.
But it was the ambitions and lifestyle of Henry the
VIII that triggered a split with the Roman Catholic
Church and institution of the Church of England.
Henry wanted a male heir and to marry until he got
what he wanted. He and his many in his court
resented the power of the church and coveted the
church’s wealth.
Separation of church and state? Not on your life
(literally)! The king was on the throne by divine right!
Under Henry and after the break with Rome, the state
controlled the church absolutely. Thomas Cranmer,
Archbishop of Canterbury, was charged to tighten the
royal control of the church. The plan was to issue a
single book governing all worship. In 1549, the first
Book of Common Prayer was published. The journey
to political control of church affairs began.
A few successive kings, responding to outside secular
and religious influences, made revisions to
accommodate changing politics. Under Queen
Elizabeth I, the Book finally achieved some stability.
So, the BCP is religious in content and political in its
birthright. While it was developed by Cranmer and
his “disciples” it was not ultimately approved
Live. Give. Grow.

by their ecclesiastical authority, it was approved by
politicians. It was Parliament that had a major role
in the revisions and approved the Book. So it is
today.
When the United States achieved independence in
1776, there was also a need for the fledging
Anglican Church in the US to achieve
independence from the Church of England, being
under the control of the king, would not grant the
apostolic link. To preserve that link, the US church
was consecrated by Scottish bishop and became the
Episcopal Church.
If you refer to Page 9 [and our BCP is to ensure we
are all “on the same page”!] you’ll find that the
authority for the Book here also was originally
from Congress. The major difference is that there
is Constitutional separation of church and state.
To understand the full impact of this magnificent
volume, we need to even farther back in history.

THE
“BOOK”
Today a “book” is a commodity – totally taken for
granted…just a few clicks away. Realize there were
no books as we define them for more than a
thousand years after Christ. “Books” were actually
manuscripts each copied in a scriptorium by monks
or later other workers and bound into book-like
form. Horrifically costly, there were held by the
church, royalty, or very wealthy; not the common
man.
Gutenberg changed that in around 1440 with his
invention of the printing press. From there, books
became more and more affordable. This “technical
revolution” was critical to furthering the purpose
of the Church of England with the BCP.
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OF
“COMMON”
Think not of “common” as “low grade”. Think of
common as consistent, accessible, and readable.
Also think in terms of the “common man.” The
following made the Book of Common Prayer
HUGE:
1. The Book was printed and made widely
available versus closely held by the church and
upper classes.
2. The Book of Common Prayer was in English,
the native tongue! Most western religious
documents were in Latin, specifically the
language of the clergy – a point of control.
The church jealously guarded this privileged
knowledge, almost Gnostically.
3. It was decreed by Parliament that the Book it
was to be used throughout the church by both
parishioners and clergy. In the Roman Catholic
Church at the time, such sharing was unheard
of: liturgy was the sole province of the clergy.
Cover of an early edition of the
Book of Common Prayer.

Rogation Day – May 2014
Photo by Dave Hunn
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“PRAYER”
As Father Steve put it, the BCP is a “library of
prayer.” And in spite of the foregoing discourse
on politics and practicality, the contents are biblical
and reverent. The Reverend William Reed
Huntington [Rector, Grace Church, NYC 1893]
attributes this need for common prayer directly to
Christ. When the disciples ask Jesus to teach
prayer, Jesus answer was simple: “Our Father….”
From the Sermon on the Mount (Mark). Rev.
Reed makes the point that when “two or three are
gathered together to pray”, they should pray in
unison”:
That is how we use the Book of Common Prayer
every Sunday, Wednesday, at funerals and
weddings and so other occasions. BCP is
comforting – and beautiful in and of itself.
Today and the Future?
There is so much more to this story – how and
why the contents are organized, when and why it
has been revised over the years, and on. Those
subjects may come in a future article.
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What Would Jesus Never Do?

by Jennifer Firth

“What Would Jesus Do?” You’ve no doubt heard this question posed many times before. It became a
catchphrase some twenty years ago and is still used as a tool to help us pause and consider what Jesus
might do before we react to difficult situations. So effective is the phrase that its initials “WWJD”
appear on bracelets and other items to help influence our behavior. Like any tool, the phase has its value
as well as its limitations. Certainly taking a breather when we are in stressful or painful circumstances to
reflect upon how Jesus might respond has no doubt yielded much good fruit. But it may be more than a
bit tricky to predict just what Jesus might do.
When I read the New Testament I can’t help but recognize how unpredictable Jesus’ behavior often was!
Followers and critics alike were often astounded or perplexed at His words and actions. Recall the shock
Jesus provoked when He fraternized with sinners and tax collectors, or defended His disciples when they
broke Sabbath laws, or conversed with an outcast Samaritan woman at the well, or taught that obedience
required more than adherence to the letter of the Law, but concerned instead the state of our hearts.
Given Jesus’ propensity to confound, I can foresee with more certainty what Jesus would not do more
than what He would do. I am confident that He will never leave us or abandon us. In the Gospel of
John, Jesus comforts by explaining that despite His earthly departure, He will come back and take us to
be with Him. His concluding words in the Gospel of Matthew reassure us of His abiding Presence when
He says, “I am with you always, to the end of the age.” With the Apostle Paul, we can be sure that:
neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things present
nor things to come, nor powers, nor height nor depth, nor anything
else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in
Christ Jesus our Lord. Romans 8:38-39
So while it is worthwhile to speculate on what Jesus might do in a given circumstance, we can say with
confidence that He will never desert or abandon us.

Community Bible Study, Saturdays at 10 a.m.
Live. Give. Grow.
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Getting to Know and Love Ourselves

We see the image of Christ in ourselves and each
other.

HIM

To Special Persons
A waitress and a waiter—they serve people!
So many servants work here;
They serve with big smiles.

Once you hear him
You have to listen

I know these two, a waiter and a waitress, like angels.
There is no difference between the two.
One with God, he sends them down to earth with my order.
I know they serve for God;
And with special wings!
by John Ballard
A Prayer for the World
Let the rain come and wash away
the ancient grudges,
the bitter hatreds held and
nurtured over generations.
Let he rain wash away the
memory of the hurt, the neglect.
Then let the sun come out and
fill the sky with rainbows.
Let the warmth of the sun heal us
wherever we are broken.
Let it burn away the fog so that
we can see each other clearly.
So that we can see beyond labels,
beyond accents, gender or skin color.
Let the warmth and brightness
of the sun melt our selfishness.
So that we can share the joys and
feel the sorrows of our neighbors.
And let the light of the sun
be so strong that we will see all
people as our neighbors.
Let the earth, nourished by rain,
bring forth flowers
to surround us with beauty.
And let the mountains teach our hearts
to reach upward to heaven.
Amen.

THE WAY

Once you see him
You cannot turn away
You cannot unhear
You cannot unsee
You cannot unknow Him
This is the way
To the Lord.
by Bill Muller

News from Bif!
Bif’s sister Mary sent us this picture of Bif
and a friend on an outing to Sloan’s Lake.
Mary says they love her at Spring Ridge and
she is adjusting to life in Denver.

Prayed by Rabbi Harold S. Kushner
Submitted by Ellie O’Reilly
Live. Give. Grow.
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Kim and Bob LaChance: A True Love Story–Part the rest, love never ends.

By Amy Lewis

We meet Bob and Kim where we left them at the end of part one: Kim was engaged to a controlling and
troubled man, but in love with Bob; Bob was dating Kim’s “friend”, and didn’t know whom he loved. Bob
and Kim were friends who knew how to be kind and share a few laughs.
Though Kim finally found her wings and ditched the jerk, and Bob stopped dating the “friend”, they could
not find their way to each other. Bob kept looking for love where Kim wasn’t, and Kim waited for Bob to
see they could be more than loving friends, they could be lover friends. But we can’t say Kim always waited
alone either.
Bob settled into a relationship with a controlling and troubled woman who did not appreciate his
compassion, chivalry or Jesus-loving folk rock, and forbade him to hang out with Kim. Kim settled into a
relationship with a poor substitute for Bob, and, with Bob now engaged to be married, she decided to marry
him too. But in her heart, Kim knew it was all wrong and asked everyone to tell her the day and place Bob
was to be married, but no one would. They believed her when she said would not be able to hold her peace,
and knowing her now, we would have believed her too. So they each embarked on luckless and nearly
loveless marriages—Kim’s lasted all of one month, Bob’s lasted seven unhappy years. Bob’s marriage lasted
until the day he emerged from a terrible car accident to discover his wife truly did care more for the car than
him; a sentiment he long suspected was confirmed, and he knew he couldn’t live like that anymore.
After this realization, Bob went looking for Kim. When he found her, he found her hard-hearted, and she
had long ago given up any hope of a life with him. That, however, did not stop our compassionate Bob. His
eyes were opened and he finally saw what Kim knew from the beginning, and he pursued her until she
relented.
Bob and Kim married 19 years ago and have lived happily ever after (or mostly happily anyway). Kim wanted
to throttle Bob today, but, with a bit of cunning, she put Fr. Steve up to it instead. Just ask her, she has the
picture to prove it.
Bob and Kim’s love is a beautiful reminder of our Father’s love. We may wander far away wounded and hard
hearted, but God is always with us and his love for us is true and without end.

Lazarus by Rebecca Rem
Live. Give. Grow.
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National Day of Prayer was celebrated at Troy City Hall on Thursday May 1st 2014. I represented St. John's
as we lifted up, government—federal, state, and local, the military, media, business, education, and finally
church and family. Hymns and The Lord’s Prayer were sung with guitar music provided by Bob Schabhetl and
Chris Biseglia. There were fifteen in attendance from several denominations. A prayer service is offered every
Thursday from 8 a.m. until 8:30 a.m.at City Hall, which is located in the Hedley Building at 433 River Street. All
are invited to attend.
Hope to see you there, Deacon Paul

At left, a very handsome Deacon Paul is
seen officiating at the annual Troy Police
Awards Breakfast and Memorial Service.

(Yes, he did bribe the Editor.)

News from our Partner Parish: Saint Esprit Church in Lascahobas
My dear Cindy,
I hope this will find you and your husband well. What you say about the Chikungunya is right. One week
before the Feast of the Ascension in Pouly, I was so ill with the devil Chikungunya I felt like a man who had a
terrible car accident; I could not drive to go Pouly, even now I do not feel totally okay. Five days before the
Feast of St. Esprit, it was my wife’s turn. She took a lot meds just to be available for the feast, but she’s still
sick. This virus does not respect anyone. The Feast of St. Esprit was glorious about 1100 people attended; 18
priests and the bishop were there for the big celebration. The discretionary funds from St. John’s and St.
Paul’s contributed to the funds needed to prepare food and buy drinks for everyone after the Church service.
The front and the back of the Church look so nice, and the back of the rectory is well. I will do my best that
you can be able to have a CD of pictures of the whole manifestation. I'm so tired but for good.
Peace of the Lord be with you all! Father Jean Jacques DERAVIL+
1100 people were in attendance for Pentecost—isn’t that fantastic! And the basic medicines we are sending to
Haiti will be greatly appreciated by those brought low by the Chikungunya virus.
Save the date! On Saturday, October 25, 2014 at 6:30 p.m., the Haiti Committee will host "Harvesting Our
Talents for Haiti" - an auction of talents, goods, and services to benefit St. Esprit. Please donate one of your
gifts to the auction; some ideas for donations are: a week of dog walking, babysitting, cook a meal, DJ a party,
handyman or woman skills, homemade foods, art, crafts or other goods, computer training or repair,
gardening/landscaping, driving lessons. Through sharing ourselves, donors, bidders, and our sister parish and
its school will be blessed!
Live. Give. Grow.
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The Ministry in the Basement

by Chris Salmon

Crowds of shoppers. Incredible sales. Tremendous values. No, it’s not a Macy’s Super Saturday – it’s St.
John’s own thrift shop, the Basement on First Street. Since 1994, this operation has been serving hundreds of
shoppers in search of great bargains in men’s, women’s, and children’s clothing, as well as shoes, accessories,
jewelry, housewares, small appliances, toys, seasonal decorations, books, greeting cards, DVDs, CDs and the
occasional miscellaneous item.
The thrift shop is an outgrowth of what used to be a rummage sale St. John’s held twice a year. So many
items were donated that it was finally decided to make the sale a year-round venture. Former parishioner Jean
Goode was instrumental in leading this effort. In its early years, the Thrift Shop cleared $1,000-$2,000 yearly,
by 2006, annual revenue was up to $5,000. Business has increased markedly since the economic downturn;
last year the shop made $15,000. This is all the more remarkable when you consider that most items are
priced at 75 cents, and a grocery bag full of items sells for $4. Last month 275 people came through its doors.
Sue Palmer, director of the thrift shop for the past 8 years, says people from all economic levels patronize the
shop; some are needy, but many just enjoy searching out attractive goods at bargain prices. All proceeds from
the thrift shop are donated to community organizations. “The money comes in from the community, and it
goes back to the community.” Sue says. The thrift shop staff selects the recipient organizations, which have
included the Regional Food Bank, Joseph’s House, Bethany Center, the Oaks Cafe, the Troy YWCA,
Community Gardens, and Sunnyside Center. The shop has also donated clothes to Samaritan Hospital, which
gives them out to patients whose own clothing may have been damaged in an accident or cut away during
treatment. At the end of the season, any unsold clothing is donated to Jezreel International, a faith-based
Albany organization that sends it to those in need, both locally and all over the world. During Hurricane
Irene, the thrift shop donated 12 bags of current season clothing to Jezreel to distribute to local people in the
flooded areas.
The thrift shop is divided into several areas. The largest room contains men’s and women’s clothing, shoes,
and accessories. The Boutique is where items in especially good condition are displayed. There is a separate
room for housewares, one for children’s items, and one where seasonal items are displayed. Greeting cards,
jewelry, books, CDs and DVDs are in the hallway. About 25 volunteers staff the shop on a rotating
schedule. Many have worked there for years. Sorting, pricing, and putting out donated items is part of the
routine, as is assisting customers and handling payment transactions.
So when you’re doing your spring cleaning, look at the items you no longer use. If they’re in good condition,
bring them to St. John’s thrift shop. They’ll make someone else happy, support the community, and free up
space in your own basement or closet. Everyone wins at the Basement on First Street!

Some of the Basement on First Street crew: summer 2013
Live. Give. Grow.
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Journal Summer 2014
St. John’s Episcopal Church
146 First Street
Troy, NY 12180

ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH CALENDAR OF EVENTS
JUNE - JULY 2014
SATURDAY, JUNE 28 – SHEPHERD’S STOREHOUSE FOOD PANTRY 9:00 A.M. TO NOON
MONDAY, JUNE 30 – THURSDAY, JULY 3 FROM 9:00 A.M. TO NOON – ST. JOHN’S ARTS ENCOUNTER
AND MORE! VACATION BIBLE SCHOOL
SATURDAY, JULY 25 – SHEPHERD’S STOREHOUSE FOOD PANTRY 9:00 A.M. TO NOON
AUGUST 2014
SATURDAY, AUGUST 30– SHEPHERD’S STOREHOUSE FOOD PANTRY 9:00 A.M. TO NOON
SEPTEMBER 2014
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 27– SHEPHERD’S STOREHOUSE FOOD PANTRY 9:00 A.M. TO NOON
SAVE THE DATE! SATURDAY, OCTOBER 15 – HARVESTING OUR TALENTS FOR HAITI 6:30 P.M.

Live. Give. Grow.
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