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A DISCUSSION OF LENT 

Brynna: “I am fairly new to being aware of the church 
calendar and the observation of Lent.  I have never 
given up anything for Lent and I have not encouraged 
my children to. Joe and Lydia [Schlossberg], would 
you answer some questions for me and others who 
are wondering about your experience with observing 
Lent?”
Joe and Lydia agreed. Ben was also at the table, work-
ing on his cartoon. Amalia was at the other end of the 
main Church School room, busily typing her articles 
and trying to ignore the chatter.
Brynna: “Why do you think people give things up for 
Lent?”
Lydia: “Lent’s about taking something away for God. 
You take away something you enjoy that won’t hurt 
you at the same time.”
Brynna: “What does that tell you about yourself when 
you take something away?”
Lydia: “You can survive without it. It’s not the end of 
the world if you’re without it.”
Brynna: “Lydia, what did you give up for Lent last 
year?”
Lydia: “Last year, I gave up ponytails. I am not going 
to do that this year!”
Brynna: “Did you know what it would be like when 
you gave up ponytails?”
Lydia: “No.”

Brynna: “What did you expect?”
Lydia: “Not to be so hot. It’s annoying when you’re 
running and heating up and then when you’re hot.”
Brynna: “Joe, what did you give up last year?”
Joe: “I gave up X BOX 360. But I only had one game 
I was interested in. I didn’t really ever play with it 
until after Lent.”
Brynna: “And this year?”
Joe: “I use a lot of technological stuff. During the 
weekends, when we’re allowed to pay that stuff I am 
usually doing it when I am not eating or sleeping.....”
Brynna: “Or playing basketball?”
Joe: “Yeah. So if I give up the X BOX it would affect 
me more [than it did last year].”
Brynna: “So are you going to do that?”
Joe: “No, I’ll probably give up the computer.”
Lydia: “I’ll give up potato chips.”
Joe: “You hate potato chips.”
Brynna: “Ben, you could give up potato chips.”
Ben: “I never get potato chips”.
Brynna: “But isn’t it also giving up something if you 
give up the hope of getting something you really 
like?”
Ben: “I’ve given up hope with you [as the one who 
buys my food].”

Editors note: Ben’s mom does occasionally buy him potato 
chips. But he eats them so fast he forgets. When this paper 
went to print, Ben’s mom was not sure if she will buy potato 
chips during Lent.

This cartoon by Joe 
Schlossberg  shows we 
should heed his sister’s 
advice: don’t give up 
something for Lent you 
can’t live without because 
you will be setting your-
self up for failure.
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BEANIE BOOS
Have you ever wondered about those big eyed stuffed animals? They are called “Beanie Boos.” The first of 
these stuffed animals was bought in about 2011. This first was a tiger called “Stripes.” Then came two cats 
and a penguin. The total number of my animals is fouteen. Lydia Schlossberg has twelve. Lydia Smith has too 
many to count. Out of all our Beanie Boos, we have two rare animals. Sapphire, (Lydia Smith’s) and Tomato 
(mine). But Beanie Boos have fallen out of fashion over the time.

ANIMAL JAM
The new game phenomenon is a national geographic online animal world. This game lets you buy animals to 
play as, pets, homes called dens, items for your dens, and clothing items. Here’s what Lydia Schlosbirg had to 
say.
Q: What is your favorite feature in animal jam?
A: Probably playing games in the arcade
Q: Can you tell us what the arcade is
A: The arcade is a gaming area where everyone can come in some of the games you pay for and some of them 
you don’t
Q: What do you use to pay for items in animal jam?
A: Gems

You see them loading thier plates at coffee hour, tanking up before rushing off to an 
important meeting.

 HAVE YOU EVER WONDERED WHAT THE GIRLS ARE UP TO???
Articles by Amalia Nardone

Drawing by Lydia Schlossberg
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                        snacks
ON MAKING CASH

You may or may not have seen my 
previous articles, but I will give a 
quick recap. I have a certain skill with 
a pencil, and figured out how to take 
advantage of it in the past few years. I 
used to take cash, but that was in my 
old school. As I am now in Goff Mid-
dle School, I am not taking cash pay-
ments anymore. I feel that the tradeoff 
is not in my favor, as the adults are 
rather strict, and there is an ever-pres-

ent risk of the teachers finding out. 
The students also are more reluctant 
to bring money (aspiring preteen 
thieves are common there) and if they 
do, it’s a choice between a drawing 
and an ice-cream sandwich from the 
snack bar. It’s a no-brainer. Instead 
of taking their money, I now take 
their snacks. The kids have too many 
sweets than are humanly possible to 
consume (see above). I will post more 
articles as events warrant.
–Ben Nardone

Drawing by 
Joe
Schlossberg
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