
  
 

 
 
 
 
What a joy it is to be here at Saint John’s! First, there 
are the people. I enjoy seeing everyone at worship, 
greeting one another, settling in to worship, and 
hearing of people online. I am warmed seeing Jennifer 
in the office each day, or when folks stop by the office, 
or pop in to do their ministries. I love hearing how 
everyone is doing, whether by phone or email, and the 
sheer bustle of holy activity as the flower and altar guilds set up for Sunday 
services. I enjoy gathering with the financial team and the vestry, conferring with 
our communications specialists, and welcoming the youth group back on 
Thursday evenings, as we gather in the gym to sing, watch the Alpha Teen films, 
discuss things, and play. 

I also delight in the groups that gather to pray and study each week, and I relish 
the loving ways we reach out to our neighbors, through the thrift shop, the food 
pantry, and the Panera bread on Saturdays. Strangers stop by for help, and they 
leave as friends because of the generous provisions of the parish. 

And last, I am fed by the beauty here. We have our glorious Sunday liturgy, with 
its music, and even dance on Pentecost. During the week, neighbors stop by 
and I get the pleasure of guiding them through our sanctuary, pointing out our 
stained-glass treasures. And then we have our garden, so lovingly tended by 
faithful parishioners. Our Saturday morning group is starting to enjoy their 
coffee and pastry there. As the AA and NA groups begin to return, the smaller 
groups among them may well gather in our beautiful garden, surrounded by 
the beauty of holiness. 

Lord, it is good that we are here! 

. Mother Judith+ 
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A Note from the Editor 
Precious in the sight of the Lord is the death of his saints. ~ Psalm 116:15 

 
On the heels of Memorial Day, a day set aside each year to remember and honor the men and women who 
died serving in our military, we think ahead to other occasions when we remember those who came before us 
and enriched our lives by their vision and service. On Thursday, June 10, St. John’s will participate in Troy’s 
Hidden Garden Tour—an event held each year to provide funds for the upkeep of Prospect Park. Our Memorial 
Garden will be featured—along with forty or so others—as part of a self-guided tour where ticketholders can 
access and enjoy garden oases generally concealed from view.  

In 1936, the designers of St. John’s Memorial Garden desired to create, “a shrine of memory in this part of our 
city to keep ever alive the names of friends and neighbors who once had walked our streets and given the city 
the strength of their character.”  And if you stroll around the Memorial Garden today, I think you will agree that 
our designers would be well-pleased with the various commemorations keeping alive the names and memory 
of those who once walked its paths.  

In Gail’s “Saturday Morning Ministries” article (next page), we read about the recent donation of eight 
Adirondack chairs for use in the Garden. These chairs are ideal for our current needs as they are weatherproof, 
lightweight, and easy to move about—facilitating impromptu conversation and comradery amidst distancing 

concerns. These chairs were given in memory of a dear relative 
of one of our parishioners—an aunt who enjoyed gardening and 
loved wildlife.  

To bless the Garden itself, the new and repaired garden 
furniture, and all those who will tend to it and visit it this season—
including all those on the Tour—a Garden Blessing will be held at 
10 a.m. on Thursday, June 10. Later that day, the Hidden Garden 
Tour takes place from 4 – 7:30 p.m., rain or shine. (For additional 
details, see p. 21.) 

May God continue to bless this special space set aside to help us 
remember friends and neighbors who walked before us. ✢ 

Jennifer Firth 
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“Saturday Morning” Ministries                                       Gail Richardson 
 

Prior to March 2020, Saturday mornings at St. John’s were a wonder to behold! 
Many visitors came to our Thrift Shop and stopped by the Thompson Room 
for some Panera bread, coffee and conversation, and a Bible study. A group 
of energetic young men played basketball in our gym, except for the first 
Saturday of the month, when our food pantry distribution was taking place. It 
was a time of fellowship for all! The coming of the pandemic meant that all 
these activities were put on hold. 
 
Our pantry was limited to emergency use only. Our 
thrift shop held some sales in the summer and fall, 
using the gym or the sidewalk. The bread ministry 
was suspended. No groups of visitors had been 
inside our building for over a year. Since our 
Saturday ministries are an essential part of our 
identity, this has been a painful situation. It was with 
great joy that St. John’s was able to take a giant 
step forward on Saturday, May 1 when both our 
monthly pantry food distribution and our thrift shop were open. We were 
delighted that many visitors took advantage of the opportunity. 
 
In preparation for reopening, the thrift shop—also known as The Basement on 
First Street—accepted daily donations for two weeks. Happy shoppers left with 
$158 in merchandise (items were priced by the bag: $2/bag or three bags for 
$5). Our current roster of dedicated volunteers includes Cindy Tysiak, Carolyn 
Smith, Mary Jane Hotaling, Patrice Chesterfield, Anna Givens and Jean 
Widman. We have also been blessed with the addition of Nancy Stewart—a 
faithful person who has been able to help us greatly with distributing our extra, 
out of season, and overstock clothing and shoes to The City Mission in Albany. 
The parish is grateful for their hard work!  
 
The shop has resumed its regular schedule: Wednesday and Saturday 
mornings, 9:00 a.m.—noon, for shopping and donating items. The shop will be 
closed:  Fourth of July Weekend (July 3), Labor Day weekend (Sept. 4), 
Thanksgiving week (Nov. 24 and 27), and Christmas Day (Dec. 25). 
 
After a lightly-attended pantry distribution on Saturday, April 10, The 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry was able to help about forty people on May 
first. The pantry team gave grocery bags containing 
eggs, broccoli, green peppers, apples, oranges, 
onions, and cherry tomatoes, as well as TP and 
laundry detergent. Neither pantry would have been 
possible without the help of Sandy Hutchison,  
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Saturday Morning Ministries   (continued) 
 

Claudia Dyer, Brian Thomson, Gary Haight, Judi Goyer, Carol Daniel, Lois 
Hodkinson, and Gail Richardson. During the summer, the pantry will take place 
on the first Saturday of each month. Emergency groceries will continue to be 
available by appointment during parish office hours. 
 
Our bread ministry was also present, alongside the 
pantry offerings in the gym. Carol Daniel and the team 
have now resumed weekly distribution of Panera bread 
either in the gym or outdoors in the Memorial Garden.   
 
In order to open safely, several protocols were in place 
and will continue as long as necessary. Masks were worn 
by all who entered the building; one-way traffic flow was 
enforced, as was social distancing. Deacon Paul and 
Jason Conway made sure things ran smoothly.  
 
As Carol Daniel noted, “I think the best part of being able to resume our 
Saturday ministry is being able to just be together in person . . . the joy of 
resuming our relationships and reconnecting with folks, both those we serve 
and those who are part of our church family. The energy is palpable (or is it the 
Holy Spirit?)” 

These ministries are looking forward to continuing during the summer; if you 
would like to be a part of this exciting experience, please contact the office. ✢ 

 
 
 
  

 
THE ADIRONDACK CHAIRS 

 
In May, The Shepherd’s Storehouse Food Pantry purchased eight chairs to be used in the 
garden for our Saturday ministries and anyone else who might like to use them there. 
Funds for the chairs came from a donation made about three years ago by the Eagle Mills 
Christian Church in memory of Carol Daniel’s aunt, Dorothy McChesney, to be used in 
some way for our Pantry and Bread Ministry.  
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Interview with Deacon Amy Lewis                            
 Q: Where did you 
grow up?  
A: I grew up in a 
Colonie suburban 
neighborhood with 
access to woods, 
streams, and quiet 
streets to play in. 
 
 

Q: What was your religious life like growing up? 
Were you “religious” as a child? 
 A: My mother is Irish and Roman Catholic, and my 
father was Reformed Protestant. We often went to 
First Church in Albany with my father’s family on High 
Holy Days; but my religious education was taken in 
hand by my mother. My sister and I went to Saturday 
church school and Sunday services in a local Roman 
Catholic congregation every week. I didn’t like going 
to church or church school, and I tried to get out of it 
as often as possible. I stopped going to church as 
soon as my mother stopped making me. The church 
I grew up attending wasn’t great, but sometimes I 
wasn’t either. 
 
Q: Did you ever leave the church? If so, what brought 
you back? 
A:  When I was about 15, I was confirmed as a Roman 
Catholic, and I stopped attending church shortly 
thereafter. Following several alarming and confusing 
occurrences in 2009–2011, I decided to go to St. 
Andrew’s Episcopal Church on Easter with my 
husband, Glenn, and his mother, Mary Ann, both 
cradle Episcopalians. Many things brought me back 
to church on Easter Sunday 2011, and though at the 
time I had no interest in becoming a Christian, I went, 
I never stopped going, and now I am a deacon! 
 
Q: Please share a little about your call to be a 
deacon. Was Deacon School what you expected it 
would be? 
A: My call . . . . Well, people I trusted kept mentioning 
it to me—Bishop Bill in 2013, Dcn. Lynne Curtis in 
2014, Fr. Steve in 2015—and by the time Mtr. 
Christina and Fr. Paul brought it to my attention in 
2016, it struck me as less crazy than at first. Then God 
kept affirming it in my prayer, prayer journaling, and 
“coincidences.” So even though I wasn’t sure I 
 

wanted to, I applied, was accepted, and started 
Deacon School in September 2018. Overall, Deacon 
School was great. The directors and teachers are 
extremely gifted and passionate about the Lord and 
learning. And, Helene Patterson was there with me, 
so that was awesome! She is a riot, and we laughed a 
lot and helped each other over rough spots. My other 
classmates are great too, but Helene is Helene! 
Deacon School could also be overwhelming and 
tedious. Every other Saturday 8 a.m.–5 p.m., plus 
Sunday obligations, plus working Monday–Friday 
was a lot. I would go a couple or a few weeks without 
a day off, and I would also go a little bit nuts. Right 
now, I have a serious case of “senioritis”—I have a 
church history reflection; a moral theology final 
paper; and one more sermon and a couple more 
weeks at my internship at Christ Church, 
Schenectady; and then it will be OVER! Praise God! 
 
Q: You were ordained a deacon in January. So far, 
what do you enjoy most about being a deacon? 
Least? 
A: So far, I am enjoying learning the “liturgical 
dance,” as in: what I need to do during the Eucharist, 
where my body should be for economical movement 
and drawing the least possible amount of attention 
to myself—while worshipping the Lord. This can be 
difficult when I forget that I am the deacon! Least, 
hmm, well, I guess the least enjoyable part is my 
ongoing battle with feeling inadequate–some of 
which is lies from the liar, and some is actual, 
verifiable, human insufficiency. But I just keep going 
and praying, knowing that as I grow, I will become 
increasingly less worried about myself or my 
performance. 
 
Q: You and Glenn attended St. John’s before your 
call now to serve as deacon. What are some of your 
memories of that time here? 
A: For the record, Glenn and I loved St. John’s and 
didn’t want to leave. But the Lord called us to Oaks 
of Righteousness and beyond, so we went! We have 
many fond memories and we are thrilled to be 
coming back—YAY God! In particular, I enjoyed the 
Saturday morning ministries very much, and I know 
Glenn enjoyed being what he called a “wise king” in 
the Living Nativity. Also, going to Haiti . . . I still think 
about Haiti quite a bit. 
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Interview with Deacon Amy Lewis   (continued)                          
Q: Please tell us a little about your “day” job. 
A: I work for NYS Information Technology Services in 
a “triage” unit that supports the Office of Temporary 
and Disability Assistance and the Office of Children 
and Family Services. I know it will come as no 
surprise that NYS government can be messy. My 
main job function is what we fondly call “wrangling”—
making things happen in the midst of the mess. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: Reading, writing, rambling with some bird and 
insect observation, drumming (on a kit), running,  

gardening—many/all of these involve pondering 
God. And I am a very curious person, so I keep 
adding more! 
Q: Is there something about you we don’t know that 
you’d like to share? 
A: Glenn and I now have a dog named Sparkle. 
Glenn is holding her in our family photo. When the 
Hunters moved to South Carolina, I said to Glenn, 
“Honey, I’m going to need a puppy.” I am so glad 
she joined our family; she is a great friend! ✢ 
 
 

 
 

 

May He Rest in Peace . . .       

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
“…I am the 
resurrection                              

and the life…” 
 

John 11:25 

 
Charles was born in 1927 in the Mohawk, NY area, and spent most of his 
public-school years in northern NJ. He was valedictorian of his class at Glen 
Ridge High School, but left before the end of his senior year to join the Navy. 
After the end of World War II, he received a B.S. degree (with highest honors) 
from Lehigh University, later a M.S. degree from Stevens Institute of 
Technology, and a Ph.D. from Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute. 
 

Most of Charles’s distinguished career was spent teaching at RPI, where he 
was a professor of Electrical, Computer, and Systems Engineering.  
 

For many years, Charles was a member of the vestry at St. John's Episcopal 
Church. At different times, he had been chair of the Outreach, Stewardship, 
and Finance Committees, with special interest in the Haiti Partnership 
program. 
 

Charles is survived by his children Doug, Kim, and Scott, stepchildren Mark 
and Steve Schellkopf, nine grandchildren, one great grandchild, and several 
nieces and nephews.  He was predeceased by his wife Margo Close. His 
generosity and kindness will inspire us always. ✢  

Charles M. Close 
(March 15, 1927 to April 3, 2021) 

 

Deacon Amy’s first Sunday with us will be  
June 13, 2021. 
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Coming Soon to St. John’s ….                                            Dave Hunn 
 
There is a constant flow of minor repairs in a church of our size and age. And there are also “repairs” that are 
really “projects” in scope … and cost. We have three that will be initiated in the next few months that might 
interest you. 
 

The Stoop. The front stoop to our apartment house and the 
cellar entry underneath needs repair and restoration. 
Because the neighborhood is in the Historic District, all 
reconstruction must meet historic process and standards. 
Duncan & Cahill has been chosen for their qualifications to 
meet those standards. In addition, there will be some glazing 
work done on the front door and masonry on the rear wall. 
We expect work to commence in June. 
 

The Security System. That churches would need a security system is too bad, but they do. Our security 
consists of a computer-controlled door access system, an alarm system, and security 
cameras. We are up to date on the first two. Our security cameras are not: they are unclear, 
and we would like more coverage than we now have. As Jason’s key role is property monitor, 
an upgrade will allow him better surveillance. We expect this work to start this summer.   

The Organ. Our Aeolian Skinner Pipe Organ (Opus 1290) is one of St. John’s treasures and has been cared 
for since 1975 by L. A. Carlson Pipe Organ Company. The organ has reached the point in its life where many 
of the internal components (such as leather valves, wood windchests and various control rods and pipes) have 
gone beyond simple repairs and must be removed and replaced or rebuilt. As with all older organs, moisture 
is the main enemy, and this project will also involve some roofing and sealing of our organ loft. 

This project will involve less than 25% of the organ pipes and 
mechanicals; it should be considered “Phase One” of a long-term 
project, ultimately including the console. We are told that despite 
removal of some of the pipes, the organ can remain in service—but 
organist Ted Phillips will have to “work around” the void. A much 
more descriptive story befitting our Aeolian Skinner organ will be 
published when the Phase One project is done. 

Partial view – interior of organ loft. 
Funding. This question always comes up. St. John’s has funds earmarked from the Property Reserve account, 
from an endowment specifically for organ care, other accessible endowment funds, and from probable 
private donations. All expenditures this size require Vestry approval. ✢ 

Dave Hunn is Chair of St. John’s Properties Committee 
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A Look Back          
 
History of St. John’s Church Buildings – Part I, 19th Century Beginnings 

Written content taken from Stone Upon Stone: A Sesquicentennial History of St. John’s Church, Troy by K. Jack Bauer (1980) 

In 1830, two days before Christmas, one of the wardens of the newly incorporated St. 
John’s Church, David Buel, Sr. along with vestrymen: Francis N. Mann, later Judge and 
Troy Mayor and merchants Darius Weed and Asahel Gilbert, Jr. signed a memorandum 
of purchase. It was for the brick building at the northwest corner of Congress and Third 
Streets, the outgrown home of St. Paul’s Church. The $5,000 sale of the approximately 
25-year-old building along with the bell, organ and other personal property was completed 
on January 30, 1831 with the agreement that St. Paul’s would have the option to rebuy the 
building if ever for sale.  A gift of $1,000 from Trinity Church on Wall Street, NYC was 
secured by Mr. Mann in 1835.  Trinity Church often helped young parishes and had 
originally assisted St. Paul’s with their church’s construction costs so it was also conditioned 
that St. Paul’s forgive the remaining $2,000 owed. 

Beginning in 1837, physical improvements were noted to have been made as well as 
discussion to move closer to Washington Square.  An early example of a matching grant 
was left by James Van Brackle in 1839 for a new bell and improvements to the bell tower 
if the congregation matched the $500 amount. Ten years later, a portion of the legacy had 
to be returned to his estate since it had been divided prior to the discovery of an unborn 
heir.  However, a tall steeple was added to the bell tower along with building repair and 
renovations costing around $2,000 in 1840. A pleasing tone was the described effect of an 
1842 recasting of the bell. 

Debate concerning construction of a new building intensified in 1849.  The Rev. Edward 
Lounsberry was adamant that the expectation of a new building was tied to the growing 

congregation, that there was adequate finance available, and that other churches would soon move to Troy’s southern neighborhoods. The 
vestry was reluctant but did make an agreement with St. Paul’s that the buy-back provision would be void if within three years, land between 
Congress and Hamilton Streets worth at least $4,000 was purchased, a church minimally costing $15.000 was built, and the old church 
demolished.  

Gardner W. Rand in 1852 agreed to 
purchase the building for $9,000; the 
title was exchanged about eight months 
later. The structure was taken down and 
the Rand Opera House that survived 
over a century was then built. St. John’s 
was allowed to keep the plaque 
(currently located in the narthex) to the 
beloved late Reverend William H. 
Walter and the cornerstone.  Preceding 
the sale, people began to contribute 
toward the new building; Francis N. 
Mann subscribed $3500 and Emma 
Willard and her son, John Hart 
Willard gave $1,875. Two lots on the 
east side of First Street were purchased 
for $3,600 that summer and became St. 
John’s property in February of 1853.  

 

During the construction of the new church building, a nearby fire threatened the area. 
Although the fire did not reach St. John’s, a windblown brand lodged in the steeple 
timbers.  It was spotted by an onlooker, James Stantial who climbed into the 
framework and dislodged the burning ember. 

 

Donna Rem 
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A Look Back   (continued)                                                             
 

Pew rents were the 
primary source of 
operating funds until 
1915 and thereby were 
sold the week after the 
dedication ceremonies 
held on May 30, 1855. 
A few of the purchasers 
were Mann, Tibbits, 
Emma Willard, Mayor 
Elias Plum, Norman B. 
Squires and John W. 
Dauchy.  Most of the 
furnishings were new 
such as the New Jersey 
free stone font, however 
details are not known.  
A new steeple was gifted 
in 1858 by Mrs. Almira 
Hart Lincoln Phelps as 
a memorial to her 
daughter, Jane Porter Lincoln, an active parishioner, and early organist.  
The money was from a settlement following her daughter’s severe injury 
and death in a railroad accident in August 1855. Her plaque can be 
found on the spire wall. The debt on the new building was fulfilled by 
1859 through the work of Mann, J. Willard, and Henry Robbins. 
Physical changes noted in 1862 are the addition of running water and 
the alteration of several rear side pews from a slip to a square style.   

Before 1863, the rectors had rented various houses.  However, the Civil 
War’s financial boon to Troy is reflected in St. John’s decision to build 
a rectory that year.  A lot was purchased on the northeast corner of 
Washington and First Streets for $1,125 and the rectory cost $9,011. 
A designated legacy from Mrs. Sarah Bradley provided $4,000 with 
another $4,417.75 collected through subscription.   

 
By the end of 1865, enough money was raised to pay 
the remaining debt on the rectory and to make a 
change to relieve the problem that several church 
activities had outgrown their spaces.  The plan 
allowed for the installation of an additional 100 seats 
by relocating the communion rail and raising the 
organ and singer(s) to a rear loft.  Prior to the 
formation of a choir, the church would hire four to 
six professional singers.  Although recommended, 
moving the organ to a more suitable location was not 
feasible in 1869. However, the vestry did authorize 
new carpets and redecoration. The ladies of the 
parish presented a silver communion service at 
Easter. The chime of 11 Meneely bells, each a gift of 
a different individual or group was installed the 
following year.  In 1871, the baptismal font that is still 
in use was donated by Mr. and Mrs. John Willard. 

 ✢ 

  

                           St. John’s in 1855  
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Baptism of Ellis Cyril Plunkett                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

”. . .  grow in the 

grace and 

knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3: 18 

Dan, Olivia, and Ellis 

Family gathered on May 22, 2021, for the baptism of the grandson of Jim 
and Wendy Prout and the great-grandson of Elissa Prout. 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
us in his eternal priesthood. 

Book of Common Prayer, page 299  

Mother Judith baptizing Ellis 
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From the Deacon’s Den                                                                   
 
As time goes by, we are getting closer and closer to 
going back to normal (whatever that might be). I’ve 
almost forgotten what normal is or was. Mother 
Judith and I are hoping, but cannot promise, that it 
will be sometime in the fall. In this Herald issue, I 
would like to talk to you about church growth. How 
can we grow St. John’s? As we grow, so will our 
ministries grow and that’s a good thing. We have so 
many things to offer here to our parishioners and 
neighbors. I was just telling a young lady, who 
stopped the other day to drop off items for the thrift 
shop, how St. John’s is a hub for the surrounding 
community. As you may or may not know, we have 
been the host of many AA and NA meetings. St. 
John’s is the oldest meeting place for AA meetings 
in Troy. We have the food pantry, which runs once a 
month or during the week if there is an emergency, 
and the thrift shop on Wednesdays and Saturdays.  
 
Getting back to how we can grow—there is a very 
simple concept called evangelism. Evangelism is 
spreading God’s word through actions or words. 
Now I know that some of you are going to balk at 
that idea and say I’m not cut out to do anything that 
even resembles that. But I’m going to show you how 
easy it can be! I was at the gas station the other day 
and I ran into someone that I have known for many 
years. I would see him from time to time on different 
occasions. I saw him that day as he was getting out 
of his car and I noticed he was using a walker. He is 
much too young to be using one. Naturally I asked 
him, “Ron what happened?”  He told me that he had 
been injured on the job and broke his back. Right 
then and there, I asked him if I could pray for him 
and he accepted. I prayed with him and anointed 
him with oil. Now you might say that’s easy for you 
to do as a Deacon. Well, in some respects,it is. I 
know that you don’t carry around with you an oil 
stock and you are not ordained to do such things, 
but you can pray with and for others. After I finished 
anointing him, I reached in my wallet and pulled out 
one of my cards and invited him to St. John’s. I have 
done this on many occasions; I can tell you that 
everybody says that they are going to come, but 
guess what? Most of them are just being polite and 
don’t show up. This is fine because at least a seed 

has been planted. In this case and much to my 
surprise, Ron showed up the following Sunday and 
has been coming each Sunday. Such a success 
story!   
 
Mother Judith and I have been talking about 
tapping into the local colleges such as Russell Sage 
and RPI as a way of reaching out to the younger 
crowd. We need young people to grow and sustain 
the church. As I mentioned earlier, a young lady 
stopped at the church to drop off some items for the 
thrift shop. I engaged her in conversation and, lo 
and behold, she told me that she was a graduate 
student at Sage. Great! That opened the door for a 
conversation about trying to get students to 
become involved at St. John’s. You see how easy 
that was. The door opened and all I had to do was 
walk through it.  
 
Marilyn and I were at Texas Roadhouse the other 
day when our waiter told me I looked familiar. I 
asked him if he had any connections to Troy as I had 
recently retired from the police force. He told me 
that he lives in Troy and right in the St. John’s 
neighborhood. I told him that I was one of the 
deacons at St. John’s and the Chaplain for the Police 
Department. Once again, I reached in my wallet and 
handed him my card and invited him to church. 
That’s how easy evangelism can be! I am asking 
each and every one of you to just try it and see what 
happens. It’s easier than you think. Be bold and 
reach out in God’s name.  
 
May you all be blessed as we grow St. John’s 
together!  ✢ 

Deacon Paul 
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Graduations 
 
Lydia Smith 
 

Lydia will be graduating from Shaker High school this year. She is the daughter of Jason 
and Kristen Smith. She has been involved in various activities all throughout her 
schooling experience, such as robotics club, broadcasting club, and numerous musical 
performance groups. She is going to continue her education at Ithaca College, pursuing 
a degree in Emerging Media, and most likely double-minoring in music and graphic 
design. Don’t worry though - she will be excited to sing at church whenever she is on 
breaks from school!  
 
Katelyn Stancliffe 
 

Katelyn is the daughter of John and Linda Stancliffe. She will be graduating from Tamarac High School. 
Katelyn will be attending SUNY Geneseo in the fall and plans to study biology. 
 
Ben Nardone 
 

Ben is the son of Joseph Nardone and Brynna Carpenter-Nardone. He is graduating 
from Columbia High School and will attend the State University of New York at New 
Paltz where he will study mechanical engineering. Currently, Ben continues to help 
live-stream services at The Cathedral of All Saints (Episcopal) in Albany, work on his 
1991 Volvo station wagon, and carry around his cat, all while battling a severe case of 
senioritis. 
 
 

Evens Angulo 
Evens is the son of Therese Duvil. He graduated from SUNY Fredonia on 
May 15, 2021, with a degree in Animation and Illustration, and a minor in 
Creative Writing. He is the winner of the Mary Louise White Poetry Award.  
 
Evens shares with us some reflections about college. 

Now, looking back as a college graduate, I can see that it was a necessary 
step in life for me to take. I've definitely grown as a person, going from an 
eighteen year-old kid to a twenty-two year-old man. I would say that the 
social networking of college is just as important, if not more important, than 

the education portion. College is really what you make of the experience and who you surround yourself 
with. The people I've met have taught me so much, not from an educational standpoint but from a life 
standpoint. Their different journeys to where they are now will continue to resonate with me. The college 
workload beat everything else by far: a lot of sleepless nights; a lot of moments when you beat yourself up; 
a lot of moments when you question yourself and what you are doing. You really have to learn to manage 
yourself and take care of yourself. It's hard to do that. There's so much work you have to get done that you 
forget to check yourself at times. Take breaks. Cook some food—Mom isn't around to do that for you 
anymore. You will be fine if you stay the course. Be wary of who your friends are because they could make 
or break you. I'm going to miss college, but I'm grateful for everything I went through. I feel prepared. So 
long, SUNY Fredonia! ✢  
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Children’s Ministries                                                         Katherine Brillat 

There have been many exciting events for children and youth at St. John’s. Here are some pictures for you to 
enjoy! 

Resurrection Gardens 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Bell Choir at the 11:00 Eucharist on Easter Day 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planted by Brendan and Cameron 
Photo: Jennifer Firth  

Materials used: 
 
• small clay pot 
• large round dish 
• potting soil 
• grass seed 
• decorative river rock 
• a large stone - for the tomb 
• small sticks -  for the cross  
• twine to tie the cross together 
 
Keep watering! 

Photo credits, clockwise: Dave 
Hunn, Katie Brillat, 

D. Hunn, K. Brillat, still from video  
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Children’s Ministries   (continued) 

Easter Egg Hunt 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Pentecost Liturgical Dance – Beth Jacobs, choreographer 

 
 

  

Photos: Katie Brillat  
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Zoom in Our Parish Life                                                  Gail Richardson 
 
One of the many ways in which the pandemic 
changed our lives is evident in the use of Zoom at 
St. John’s. Many of our ministries have used this tool 
to help continue our parish life. We asked several 
ministry leaders to share their experiences, both 
positive and negative, as well as their vision post-
pandemic. 

Almost everyone described their amazement that 
they learned to use Zoom at all! Most had no 
previous experience with it. As Mother Judith says, 
“If anyone had told me in February 2020 that I 
would be hosting an annual meeting via Zoom for 
over fifty parishioners, I would have laughed!” But 
we DID learn! Sue Rielly’s experience with Morning 
Prayer via Zoom will sound familiar to many readers. 

Our small, but dedicated, group decided to 
convene by Zoom when it appeared likely that 
we were not going to be meeting in person to 
worship in the near future. We made this 
decision by late May. I volunteered to host these 
meetings, although I have very little technology 
expertise. I enlisted the help of my husband, Pat, 
so he quickly became a new member of our 
group! 

The beginning of this venture had a few 
“bumps,” but we’d laugh and carry on! In one of 
our first gatherings, I wasn’t aware of adding late-
comers to the service, and mistakenly ignored 
people, including Mother Judith! I soon learned 
how to be aware of people who were waiting to 
be admitted. The mute button also has been a 
challenge at times. Someone will be speaking to 
our group, and we’ll have to remind them to 
“unmute”!  

The primary adjustment we’ve had to make 
using Zoom is in our general responses of the 
people or during communal prayers. The first 
one or two virtual services had all of us trying to 
respond, which because of timing issues did not 
work. We quickly adapted to having one 
responder for this reading while the rest of us 
were on mute. 

I think I can speak for everyone when I say that 
our Morning Prayer service via Zoom has been 
very successful. We adapted from small services 
in church and/or the Thompson Room to 
services by Zoom. We did not lose any members 
due to technology and, indeed, added a few! 
Mother Judith included our services during her 
weekly announcements, which boosted our 
membership. We are always seeking members 
to join us in this worship service—Wednesday is a 
special morning for each of us! 

As we anticipate the end of the pandemic, 
everyone is looking forward to gathering in 
person. We are discussing a hybrid arrangement 
where members can gather in the Thompson 
Room as well as through Zoom. Each person 
needs to feel comfortable and secure as we 
continue our worship, prayer, and loving 
fellowship, and for that we say, “Thanks be to 
God.” 

Robin Prout’s experience hosting our virtual coffee 
hour had a different outcome. 

I remember going into the pandemic barely able 
to connect to a Zoom meeting and a month later 
being in the host's seat. Necessity is the mother 
of growth! 

The loss of Sunday coffee hours in March 2020 
was palpable. Weekly hosts had been taking the 
fellowship lead each week and offering treats 
and conversation for the forty minutes or so 
following the 10:00 a.m. service. Laughter and 
conversation spilled out into the hallway from 
the Thompson Room most Sundays. Zoom 
offered us a way to recapture some of that 
connection during our absence from each other. 
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Zoom in Our Parish Life   (continued) 
 

Once our Sunday service was put online by 
Jason Smith (a Herculean effort for which we are 
all so grateful), we began our first Zoom coffee 
hour on April 12, 2020, and had up to twenty 
participants in the following weeks. 

It was such a blessing to "see" people for the first 
time via Zoom … a thrill, really! 

Fewer people attended once we were open for 
in-person worship. By November, only the 
Smiths and the Prouts attended on a regular 
basis, so we discontinued our weekly Zooms.  

Some parish groups preferred socially-distanced 
in-person meetings in the Thompson Room or 
Library. The thrift shop crew, the pantry team, and 
the Finance Committee preferred not to use Zoom. 
The Herald team began meeting in-person, and 
migrated to Zoom. Zoom was never an option for 
the liturgical ministries! 

Eileen Manz pioneered the hybrid format in the 
Sunday morning Bible Study. Some participants 
meet in-person in the Thompson Room, while 
others “zoom” in. This format allows participation 
from those who live at a distance. The Tuesday 
Bible Study has not yet met in-person; it also has 
participants whose homes are far from St. John’s 
(one person lives in Connecticut)! 

Warden Dave Hunn has these thoughts on Zoom: 
Zoom has been a Godsend since COVID placed 
walls where there weren’t any. Zoom has been 
vital to our life at St. John’s I would say. 

It is hardly as good as being there, face to face, 
conversing easily and personally. I am not 
uncomfortable with Zoom but it lacks much of 
what I like in human connection. Zoom is a 
utilitarian medium. Compared to no 
communication, Zoom is a wonderful gift. 
Compared to real life, it is just a tool. I look 
forward to the time when there is no more fear 
and we can really meet all together in a room, 
with no masks! 

Mother Judith sees our Zoom experience as 
generally positive. It allowed us to gather and see 
one another safely. It was fun to see how easily we 
could adapt—we could learn new tricks. She 
remembers with fondness the 2020 Mother’s Day 
video Lydia Smith and Robin Prout presented at 
virtual coffee hour, as well as the positive response 
to the annual meeting slide show assembled by Gail 
Richardson. 

Mtr. Judith has been able to use Zoom meetings for 
baptism and marriage preparation, as well as for 
planning funerals with family members who live at a 

distance or in multiple 
households. She also 
found that the 
Wednesday evening 
education series 
seemed to go well on 
Zoom. 

Post-pandemic, Mtr. Judith can see some of these 
meetings continuing via Zoom, particularly those 
that are less pastoral and more business, such as 
vestry meetings (especially if there are no sensitive 
subjects); she finds it useful to be able to scan a 
“room” in the Zoom gallery view. Using Zoom will 
certainly be a work in progress as we go forward.  

Mtr. Judith has some reservations about the hybrid 
model: sometimes the person who is not physically 
present has difficulty hearing everyone in the room, 
so can feel marginalized. The group dynamic can 
be awkward, leading to less-than-full participation, 
particularly if there are only a couple of people 
participating virtually. These are problems that can 
be solved. 

But as Mtr. Judith observes, “Some things are only 
done well in person: worship, fellowship, support 
groups. There is a reason that God became 
incarnate—we need to be able to see and hug one 
another and be with one another in order to 
have a community that is fully alive.” ✢
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Daughters of the King                                                        Jennifer Firth 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

   
 

and Rochester. The Rev. Derik Roy, Diocese of Albany, and the Rev. Ella 
Roundtree, Diocese of New York, led meditations about “Walls”—those that 
need to be taken down and those that need to be built. Together, we 
identified conflicts and worries we need to recognize and remove, as well as 
practices that we can establish to refresh ourselves and remind ourselves of 
God’s enduring presence in the ordinary events of our days. We thought 
about barriers to community we had unwittingly created and explored ways 
to eliminate them. And we shared Compline, Morning Prayer, and Eucharist 
together. We ate, laughed, sang, prayed, and took walks together. We 
enjoyed the tremendous gift of spending time with God and one another. 

 

The Motto of The Order 

For His Sake… 
I am but one, but I am one. 

I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 

What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 
Lord, what will you have me do? 

✢ 

The Daughters of the King held their annual 
Province II Assembly at Christ the King 
Center, Friday, May 21 through Sunday, May 
23, 2021. More than forty Daughters 
“assembled” for this hybrid event—attending 
both in-person and virtually—from the 
Dioceses of Albany, Long Island, New York, 
 

The next meeting of 
St. John’s chapter of 
the Daughters of the 
King—The Daughters 
of the Holy Spirit—will 
be Monday, June 14 
at 6:30 pm. This will 
be a virtual and in-

person gathering in 
St. John’s Thompson 
Room in the Parish 
Hall. Please join us. 
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Poetry                                               
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

 
 
 
We asked parishioners to share original poems,  
or  favorites by others.  
Please enjoy these submissions! 

 

The mystery is that 

whoever shows up 

when we dare to give 

has exactly what we need 

hidden in their trouble. 

-Mark Nepo as published in  
Times Union, May 19, 2020 

https://www.timesunion.com/news/arti
cle/Advice-to-the-class-of-2020-from-

authors-15269886.php 
 

(Submitted by Dawn Stuart Weinraub) 

Bill Muller, who is now with the Lord, enjoyed 
writing poetry. We asked his wife, Linda, to share 
some of his work. 
 
The is the last poem Bill wrote down, on his 
birthday, January 1, 2020. 

  ‘76 trombones’ 
  Who’d a guessed? 
  Me?  76? 

I’ve been blessed! 
  I am a ‘fighter’; 
  So they say… 
  I would not have it 
  Another way! 
 ************************* 
Bill wrote the following as a prayer for each of 
his doctors. 
 
Lord, 
We humbly ask 
That you continue to bless these healing hands 
And the minds and hearts that guide them. 
Amen 
 

(Submitted by Linda Muller) 

When We Wed 

When we are very young and love and wed, 
It is with singularity of self 
Passionately consumed by little but the other 
A convergence of two single points in time. 
 
Those who come to witness such a marriage 
Pleasure in the sweet potential of that love 
And the hope that time will shape these two lives 

well. 
 
But,when we marry as more seasoned souls 
It is not a mating of two single points. 
But the laying down of two whole jagged coastlines 

of life, 
One beside the other.  
Those who witness that, see a thing more remarkable 
Than sweet potential 
When lives of length and difference, in such an 

unkind world, 
Converge to make so very fine a match. 
 

- Bernard Miller (1995) 
 

(Submitted by Linda Muller) 
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Poetry   (continued)                                     
 

 
 

The Fool’s Prayer 
by Edward R. Sill, b.1841, d.1887 

  
The royal feast was done; the King 
 Sought some new sport to banish care, 
And to his jester cried: “Sir Fool, 
 Kneel now, and make for us a prayer!” 
 
The jester doffed his cap and bells, 
 And stood the mocking court before; 
They could not see the bitter smile 
 Behind the painted grin he wore. 
 
He bowed his head, and bent his knee 
 Upon the monarch’s silken stool; 
His pleading voice arose: “O Lord, 
 Be merciful to me, a fool! 
 
“No pity, Lord, could change the heart 
 From red with wrong to white as wool; 
The rod must heal the sin: but, Lord, 
 Be merciful to me, a fool! 
 
“ ’Tis not by guilt the onward sweep 
 Of truth and right, O lord, we stay; 
’Tis by our follies that so long 
 We hold the earth from heaven away. 

  

“These clumsy feet, still in the mire, 
 Go crushing blossoms without end; 
These hard, well-meaning hands we thrust  
 Among the heart-strings of a friend. 
 
“The ill-timed truth we might have kept — 
 Who knows how sharp it pierced and stung? 
The word we had not sense to say— 
 Who knows how grandly it had rung? 
 
“Our faults no tenderness should ask, 
 The chastening stripes must cleanse them all; 
But for our blunders—oh, in shame 
 Before the eyes of heaven we fall. 
 
“Earth bears no balsam for mistakes; 
 Men crown the knave, and scourge the tool 
That did his will; but Thou, O Lord, 
 Be merciful to me, a fool!” 
 
The room was hushed; in silence rose 
 The King, and sought his gardens cool, 
And walked apart, and murmured low, 
 “Be merciful to me, a fool!” 
 

(Submitted by Dawn Stuart Weinraub) 
 
 
 

Births: We Joyfully Announce . . . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
 
 

 

Owen Hunt VanVranken 
Born May 4, 2021 
Weighing 7 lbs. 7 oz., 20 inches long  
Parents –  
Dave and Keira Rielly VanVranken 
Grandparents – Pat and Sue Rielly 
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A Course on the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd                 
 

We are pleased to announce that Saint John’s will sponsor a course in the 
Catechesis of the Good Shepherd (CGS) this fall. This Level I training, which 
focuses on the faith development of the three- through six-year-old child, will 
be given over the 2021 - 2022 academic year.    

In the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, adults are given the opportunity to 
embrace a method of Christian formation (catechesis) that will deepen their 
own relationship with God. Formation in this method is both instructive as well 
as experiential. While learning about the young child’s spiritual needs and 
capacities, this formation captivates both head and heart. It uses a holistic 
approach for the adult, enriching the adult in a background of scripture and 
liturgy, theology and prayer, as well as the pedagogy of the young child; this 
helps the adult to see what face of God the young child most needs in order 
to enter into a relationship with God. Therefore, this approach requires the 
adult to receive training in a way that is “retreat-like,” providing time and space 
to absorb the richness of what it means to grow in the love and knowledge of 
God in child-like simplicity.  

As we experience each presentation for 
the three- through six-year-old  child, we 
will meet the remarkable mystery found 
there: that only the deepest, most 
essential realities of our faith satisfy the 
youngest children. They are in a sensitive 
period for innamoramento, falling in love 
with God, through such mysteries as the 

parable of the Good Shepherd, the Incarnation, the Eucharist, and the 
Kingdom of God. Many adults have found that engaging with this training 
enables them to fall more deeply in love with God themselves. They say, “I 
thought I was doing this for the sake of the children, but I soon found that I was 
doing it for me.”  

Participants will meet for nine gently paced, all-day Saturday classes, each 
resembling a kind of Quiet Day. If this has piqued your interest, pencil into 
your calendar these Saturdays: September 25, October 30, November 13, 
December 18, January 22, February 25, March 26, April 30, and May 21, with 
a bad weather make-up day on June 18; and be in touch with Katie Brillat or 
Mother Judith, who will be glad to share more information and answer your 
questions. ✢ 

 Katie Brillat and Mother Judith+  

 

“I thought I was 
doing this for the 

sake of the 
children, but I soon 

found that I was 
doing it for me.” 

 
 

“I thought I was 
doing this for the 

sake of the 
children, but I soon 

found that I was 
doing it for me.” 
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News and Notes                                                       
 
Hidden Garden Tour 
Troy’s Hidden Garden Tour returns as an in-person event on Thursday, June 10, 2021, 4:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
We are delighted that St. John’s Memorial Garden will be participating once again. Tickets are $15 presale, 
$20 day of the event. For details, go to  https://www.hiddengardentour.com 
 

 
Damien Center Dinner, Tuesday July 27 
The St. John's team is scheduled to deliver a meal for about 40 recipients at the Damien Center this month. 
Can you provide part of the meal curbside for the Damien Center staff to distribute?  Food can be bought or 
prepared at home. Each member of the team will drop off curbside a dish to serve 10-12 at 5 p.m. at the 
TAUM headquarters at 392 Second Street, Troy (about a mile south of St John's). No need to leave your 
car.   
If you are interested in helping out, please email DALE.LNELS@GMAIL.COM. Many thanks in advance! 
 

 
Cookie Donation 
Parishioner Don Lansing, wearing his hat as a Red Cross volunteer, gifted St. John's with more than 100 cases 
of Girl Scout cookies—a gift provided to the Red Cross from the Girl Scouts. This donation of about 1,000 
boxes of cookies is available for our distribution. Some will be available to parishioners after Sunday services, 
some will be offered to our guests on Saturday mornings with the bread ministry, and some will be enjoyed 
by campers at Beaver Cross Camp. Others will be enjoyed in ways we are still imagining. We welcome your 
ideas! 
 
 

 
  



 
22 ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

 Save the Date ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

Editor  Jennifer Firth 
Associate Editor 

Gail Richardson 
Header Design/Template 

Rebecca Rem 
 
Published every other 
month online by 
St. John’s Episcopal 
Church 
146 First St. 
Troy, NY  12180 
518.274.5884 
 
Print copies available         
by request. 
 
Story contributions are 
welcome. Please contact  
an editor with your ideas! 
 
CONTACT ST. JOHN’S  
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Judith W. Malionek, Rector 
Email: 
rev.jmalionek@stjohnstroy.org 
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Children’s Ministries 
Katherine Brillat 
Email: 
kbrillat@stjohnstroy.org 

These parish items are in the calendar: 
 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, June 5, 10 a.m. - Noon 
Vestry Meeting, June 8, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Troy Hidden Garden Tour, June 10, 4:00 – 7:30 p.m. (see p. 21) 
DOK Meeting, June 14, 6:30 p.m. online and in-person (p. 17) 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, July TBA, 10 a.m. - Noon 
Vestry Meeting, July 13, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Damien Center Dinner, July 27, details p. 21 
Parish Picnic, Aug 14, watch for details 
  
  
PLEASE NOTE:  
Watch for email messages from the office for details and other 
upcoming events. 
 
You will find other events at these websites: 
 
Cathedral of All Saints   
https://www.cathedralofallsaints.org/special-events 
  
Christ the King Center   https://ctkcenter.org/events 

ST. JOHN’S PARISH CALENDAR 
 
For the current version of our June Calendar: click here 
 
For the current version of our July Calendar: click here 

THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IS: 
 

To worship and glorify Jesus Christ,  
To proclaim God’s love joyously, and 
To serve the world through god’s grace. 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stjohnstroy.org 
 
 


