
  
 
 

 
 
 
I have been thinking lately about the kingdom of God. 
It is a gift from God. It breaks into our reality, with 
gentle power. It is within us. It starts small. It starts 
where we are. How it grows is a mystery. But somehow, 
the little piece in which we participate gets into life’s 
mix and leavens the whole batch, touching on the 
whole of life. 

Recently Warden Lois Hodkinson alerted me to a 
church seminar that discussed the tired church. In our 
nation, in what is being called the “great resignation,” 
four million people are resigning their positions each month. These kinds of 
transitions in ourselves and in the people around us require a lot of energy from 
us. In addition, our swiftly-changing COVID reality requires us to make many 
decisions, and people are experiencing decision fatigue. Our world is 
increasingly polarized, and this polarization also makes us tired. And 
internationally, the news makes us tired. 

The antidote to the tired church is the power of God, gently breaking into our 
reality. Isaiah tells us, “In returning and rest you shall be saved; in quietness and 
in trust shall be your strength” (30:15).  As we rest in God’s presence, the 
kingdom of God gently breaks in. We gain hope, clarity, and direction there. 
And when God inspires us to do something, it will be life-giving and 
rejuvenating for us, not tiring. 

Jesus said, “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, 
and I will give you rest. Take my yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am 
gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is 
easy, and my burden is light” (Matthew 11:28-30). If you are tired, he is waiting 
to welcome you. 

 Mother Judith+ 
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A Note from the Editor 
Ever since I became a member of The Order of the Daughters of the King®, I have 
been keenly interested in the idea of “community.” Daughters of the King are part of a 
worldwide community of women, committed to a life of daily prayer, service and 
evangelism. 

So, when I learned about the opportunity to attend a retreat exploring the foundations 
of Benedictine spirituality and community, I jumped at the chance. What a joy and 
transformative experience it was to attend “A Deeper Walk with God,” at the Christ the 
King Center in March with several parishioners from Saint John’s and other friends in 
the diocese. Along with clergy from our diocese, the retreat was led by our Assisting 

Bishop Michael Smith and Patricia Mackey Stone, both Oblates of Saint Benedict. Oblates are formally affiliated 
with the Order of Saint Benedict (OSB) and seek to live in harmony with the spirit of the Benedictine Rule. They 
were joined by Carrie Headington, Canon Evangelist of the Diocese of Dallas. For three sublime days, we 
explored these central tenets of Benedict’s Rule: staying put, listening well, and being changed by God. 

After the retreat, I wanted to continue to apply the Rule to my life, so I began reading The Rule of Benedict, a 
Spirituality for the 21st Century, by Joan Chittister. The book provides a daily reading from Benedict’s Rule, with 
reflections from the author at the end. I was struck by the author’s commentary on the reading for May 13, 
where the behavior of prioresses and abbots is discussed. Here is the final paragraph of Joan Chittister’s 
reflection for May 13: 

He (Benedict) does not want people in positions simply to get a job done. He wants people in positions 
who embody why we bother to do the job at all. He wants holy listeners who care about the effect of 
what they do on everyone else. Imagine a world that was run by holy listeners. (Italics mine.) 

Imaging such a world caused me to think about our worship service each Sunday, divided into the Liturgy of 
the Word and the Liturgy of the Table. During the Liturgy of the Word, we clear our minds and listen to the 
reading of scripture and to the words of the sermon that follow. We keep silent to hear what is being said—we 
would not think of doing otherwise. We continue in silence as we consider what we’ve heard. It is only after 
this intentional period of silence and reflection that we speak and act. Then, during the Liturgy of the Table, 
we partake in the sacred Eucharistic meal, joining in intimate fellowship with Christ and one another. Finally, 
we are dismissed to go into the world and serve. Intentionally listening, considering the effect of our actions, 
then serving—a model to live by. ✢ 

Jennifer Firth 
 
 

 
 

Go in peace, to love and serve the Lord! 
~~~ 
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Bright Morning Star Arising                                    Mother Judith Malionek 
 
It began with a phone message. “This is Mother Judith calling from St. John’s. I understand that not too long 
ago, children from your school used to come and play in our garden. People here used to love that. The 
children were lovely. I am hoping that we did not do anything to offend you. We would love the children to 
come back.” 

I soon received a call from Mary Ann Montgomery, the founding director of Morning Star 
Montessori (pictured at right). She assured me that events had conspired to prevent their 
coming, but they hoped to return soon. As the conversation grew, I revealed my love of 
Montessori, and she shared that she named the school Morning Star because of her faith; 
I shared about the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, and she said that she had heard 
of it, and would love to see it. St. John’s friendship with Morning Star was rekindled, and 
I found a new friend. 

Since then, we have been happily collaborating. The children have returned to the garden, and even enjoyed 
an Easter egg hunt. Mary Ann signed up for the Level 1 Catechesis of the Good Shepherd training we have 
been offering this year. 

Soon Mary Ann approached me about a possible room rental. Morning Star 
wanted to pilot a Toddler Program for five mornings a month and wondered if 
we might have a suitable space. As Mary Ann and Toddler-Program teacher 
Amanda Montgomery (Mary Ann’s daughter-in-law, pictured at left) toured the 
building, they were quite taken with the Snay Room. There was major water 
damage on the wall and ceiling, but its beauty and size made it a gem. We 
worked out an arrangement that if they paid Kevin Salvi, our repairman, to repair 
the room, they could have it rent free for this academic year. Win-win! 

It is lovely to hear small children at St. John’s during the week. I wonder where 
God may lead us!  ✢ 

 

    

 

 

  

  

Toddlers in the Snay 
Room; Jodi Babcock, 
head teacher 
 

(Photos: Morning Star) 

J.T. Rinker, teacher who 
brings the children to the 
garden  

(Photo: Morning Star) 
 
Egg Hunt in Memorial 
Garden 

 (Photos: Rev. J. Malionek) 
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Update: Profile & Search Committee for the Tenth Bishop of Albany    
 
The Profile and Search Committee has two specific functions: to accurately describe the Diocese of Albany 
through the preparation and publication of a profile, and to facilitate the nomination process for the election 
of our next Bishop, in concert with the Standing Committee. The first function is nearly complete as the profile 
document is well underway. 

For the last few months, the Profile and Search Committee has reached out to the people of the diocese 
through an online survey and structured listening sessions. The intent of these activities is to learn about the 
qualities and characteristics that the people in the diocese would like to see in our next bishop and what they 
envision for the diocese moving forward. The diocesan survey is complete, and the results have been 
tabulated. In-person listening sessions are being held in each deanery and a virtual session was offered on 
May 14. The results of these endeavors will be included in the profile document. 

Once the profile is completed and published, the Committee will embark on the search process to plot the 
course for electing the Tenth Bishop of Albany. This process follows an established vetting protocol, and 
results in nominees being recommended to the Standing Committee. Dates for the election and consecration 
will be scheduled.  

Profile and Search Committee membership represents a diversity of geographies and theological 
perspectives. Each of the eight deaneries elected a clerical and a lay representative. The Standing Committee 
elected six at-large members. In addition to these twenty-two voting members, a non-voting chaplain and a 
paid confidential secretary round out the committee. Members of the Profile and Search Committee have 
covenanted to work together in harmony and Christian charity across our differences.  

May we continue to faithfully pray these words, found in our “Prayer in a Time of Transition:” 

 
Incline our hearts to do your will, and so direct us in your ways that the leader you are 
raising up to be our Bishop will find here joyful disciples, making disciples, united in 
faith, unflagging in hope, and steeped in mutual charity. 

 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Jennifer Firth 

[Jennifer is an elected member of the committee.] 
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Guest Musicians Enhance Our Worship                     Mother Judith Malionek 

In addition to our talented regular musicians, St. John’s enjoyed the music of several guest performers during 
Lent and Easter.  
 
Peaceful Candlelight Meditations 

  Third Meditation: Gianna Scire (oboe) 
Gianna hales from Texas, and as a 
freshman at RPI earned first chair in the 
orchestra. She was recently a featured 
soloist in Aaron Copeland’s Quiet City in a 
performance of the RPI orchestra. 

 

Fourth Meditation: Cathy Morris (violin) 
Cathy is Director of Music at Saint Paul’s 
Episcopal Church (my husband’s parish) in 
Kinderhook. Cathy is trained in voice, 
piano, and organ. 

Fifth Meditation: Ian Kerr-Mace (euphonium) 
Ian holds degrees in Music Performance and Music Theory from Rutgers 
University, the University at Buffalo, and the SUNY SCCC School of Music. 
He has performed in countless ensembles and settings across the 
Northeast, has toured throughout the United States and Canada, and can 
be heard on a half dozen recordings across multiple genres. Ian is the 
son of our head chimer, Andy Mace. 

Albany-based soprano Melanie Shank 
received her Master’s in Music in Vocal 
Performance from the Crane School of 
Music. In her day job, Melanie supports 
her passion for the arts working in finance 
at Lincoln Center for the Performing Arts. 
She has performed in the Capital Region 
and in NYC with opera companies and as 
a soloist with several oratorio societies. 

A Joyous Easter Sunday  
9 o’clock service. Melanie Shank sang “I know that my redeemer 
liveth” from Handel’s Messiah. 

11 o’clock service. 
Andrew Bisnett, trumpeter, 
accompanied the Children’s 
Bell Choir. 
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Preparations for Easter  
 
The sanctuary was bustling on the Saturday before Easter, as members of the flower and altar guilds readied 
the space. Organ builder Len Carlson was also on hand to make some final adjustments to our organ. A spirit 
of joyful anticipation prevailed!  

  

From left:  
Sonie Hunn, Linda and 
Katelyn Stancliffe, Len 
Carlson. 

From left: Virginia Holland, Lois Hodkinson 

From left: Linda Muller, Robin Prout, Mary Jane 
Hotaling, Lois Hodkinson Photos: Rev. J. Malionek 

On Easter 
morning, Jennifer 
Firth, in her role 
as Easter Bunny, 
prepared for the 
children’s egg 
hunt, held in the 
Memorial Garden. 

 

Photo: George Firth 
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Children’s Ministries             
 

Bell Choir   
On Easter Sunday, our eleven o’clock service was blessed with 
two selections from our Children’s Bell Choir. Under the able 
direction of Tiffany Dzembo, and accompanied by trumpeter 
Andrew Bisnett, the children played “All hail the power of Jesus’ 
name” and “Jesus Christ is risen today.” 
 
We are grateful to our Bell Choir Chimers: Abigail, Lila, Connor, 
Saige, Clara, Elaina, Oliver, and Tate; to their parents for 
bringing them to rehearsals; and to Tiffany for taking on this 
project so beautifully.  ✢ 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Alleluia, alleluia! 
 

  

Photos: Linda Thorburn 
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Children’s Ministries  (continued)            
 

  Easter Egg Hunt in the Memorial Garden 
Thanks to Jennifer Firth and Mother Judith, children enjoyed hunting for eggs after the 11:00 a.m. 
service. (Photos: Linda Thorburn)   

Resurrection Gardens 
Thanks to Jennifer Firth, 
Resurrection Garden kits were 
made available to the parish. 
Here are two, from left to right: 
The Keenholts Family   
(Photo: S. Rielly)  
Brendan and Cameron Fisher. 
(Photo: J. Firth)   
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Interview with Tiffany Dzembo                             
Q: Where did you grow up?  

A: I grew up in the 
Poestenkill/Brunswick area. I 
consider myself lucky to have 
grown up next to my uncle’s 
farm, surrounded by extended 
family.  
 
Q: What was your religious life 
like growing up? Were you 

“religious” as a child? 
 A: I was very curious about God and religion as a 
child. I remember taking a children’s bible out of the 
library for several weeks. I only attended church if it 
was a major holiday, or if I happened to spend the 
night at a friend’s house and they took me to church 
the next morning. While my immediate family wasn’t 
very religious, I was surrounded by Christianity. My 
maternal grandmother lived next to Woodside 
Church in Troy. We would often walk around the 
building when the weather was nice; during the 
winter, we would go sledding on its large hill. My 
paternal grandmother was a huge patron of the 
Ukrainian Orthodox Church in Troy, where I was 
baptized. She said her prayers in Ukrainian every 
night; I even have a Ukrainian prayer book from her. 
Until COVID, we still celebrated Ukrainian Christmas 
and Easter with traditional foods on that side of my 
family. Most of what I learned about formal 
Christianity and religion was through being a 
musician and through my studies.  
 
Q: Did you ever leave the church?  If so, what 
brought you back? 
A: I have never left the church, but until I started 
worshipping at St. John’s, I would never have said I 
was a parishioner or member of any particular place. 
 
Q: How long have you worshipped at St. John’s and 
what brought you here? What keeps you here? 
A: I began coming to St. John’s as a junior in high 
school, when my HS Choral Director at the time, 
Peter Mahigian, asked if anyone would be willing to 
sing in his church's choir. At the time, members were 
also paid for their time, so I jumped at the chance to 
be a paid musician somewhere! I briefly left St. 
John’s when I went to do my bachelor’s degree at 
SUNY Potsdam, and was lucky enough to return to 
the choir when I was student teaching in this area. 

I’ve definitely had times when my attendance at St. 
John’s was not regular (or even non-existent), but I 
keep coming back because I have never felt more 
welcome in a church than I do at St. John’s. The 
people of St. John’s are also very diverse, and every 
single one of them has a fascinating story. I am very 
proud of all the ministries St. John’s supports—
especially supporting our partnership parish in Haiti 
and the food pantry. I also love the history of our 
church building, and the more traditional service (as 
opposed to those churches with praise bands and 
large screens.) 
 
Q: What is your “day job” like? 
A: By day, I am the Assistant Superintendent for the 
Green Island UFSD. I typically have a lot of meetings; 
I handle everything from technology and 
cybersecurity to curriculum and instruction. I am also 
responsible for anything related to accountability 
(data, testing, graduation rate, as examples). I am 
also a trainer of restorative practices, and the main 
grant writer for the district. I love working for a small 
school where no day is the same!  
 
Q: Can you tell us a little about your family? 
A: I am blessed to have two daughters, Elaina and 
Clara, a husband, Adam, and two dogs. I have a 
huge extended family locally as well! 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? What do you like to do 
for fun? 
A: Music was once my profession but is definitely 
more of a hobby now. I love playing the piano and 
singing, but playing the ukulele is not far behind. I 
also love supporting local music and local theaters!  
 
In my “free time,” I volunteer with the Wynantskill 
Fire Department where I currently serve as the Vice 
President. My husband and I are also car collectors 
and love going to car shows during the summer. I 
won my first car show trophy last summer with our 
‘64 Ford Falcon convertible.  
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Interview with Tiffany Dzembo   (continued)                          
Last but not least, I love to read and have been 
known to be reading several books and journals 
simultaneously. I mostly read nonfiction but 
occasionally I’ll read some fiction. If you ever come 
to my house, you can expect to find a book or 
magazine of some kind close to every comfy chair!  
 

Q: Is there something about you we don’t know that 
you’d like to share? 
A: I consider myself so blessed and grateful to call 
St. John’s “my Church.” I have grown so much as a 
person because of the many people I have worked 
with and befriended at St. John’s over the years. 
Thank you to so many of you for your patience, 
friendship, and even your inspiration! ✢ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Where IS This?             
 

 Answer to last month’s puzzle: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Can you find this in the church  
somewhere? 
If you find it, of what is it part? 
 
Please share your findings with 
George Richardson at  
gpr@albany.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Wood carving detail in 
the organ pipe screen. 
 
“The unused organ 
pipes located at the 
end of the south aisle 
were removed and 
replaced with a wood 
screen displaying a 
statue of St. John, 
donated by Mr. and 
Mrs. Robison in 
memory of their 
parents.” The Herald, 
April-May 2022, p. 11.  
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A Reflection on Our Stained Glass                      Mother Judith Malionek 
 
When we were recently given the opportunity and 
privilege to interview with Lydia Kulbida of WTEN 
news for her feature on the Tiffany windows of Troy, 
I reflected on how these beautiful windows live in a 
Christian community. To a secular audience, our 
windows might seem akin to items on display in a 
museum. But churches are not museums: these 
windows were a gift of a past living faith community 
to a continuing living faith community. How do 
these windows live among us? 

Stained glass is particularly important in 
communities of faith, who often speak of God being 
light. When we think of these windows at midnight, 
there is nothing to see; they are nothing without the 
light. But when the light dawns, the intent of the 
artist becomes evident. We can see how 
wondrously made they are—their form comes into 
view, colorful, complex, and beautiful. It is also true 
with us: the more the light shines through us, the 
more beautiful, and complex and colorful we are—
we become more vibrant, more alive. These 
windows live as reminders of God as the creator of 
beauty, and of us as participants in that beauty. 

Sometimes these great gifts were given to bring 
something beautiful out of the death of a beloved 
family member, who may have died tragically, 
before their time. And from that time on, everyone 
who walks in the door receives this gift. It is 
continuously given. And as we, generations later, 
receive this gift, we can’t help but ask, who are we, 
that we should receive this? These gifts are so 
undeserved by us in succeeding generations. It is 
humbling. As members of Saint John’s, we have the 
privilege of caring for these windows, among all the 
other aspects of our life together that we care for as 
a living Christian community. These windows live as 
continuously-given generosities among us, and 
they inspire our generosity in response. 

On Wednesday evenings in Advent and Friday 
evenings in Lent, we invite people into the church 
for an hour for our candlelight meditations. While 

the sun sets behind these windows, we illumine the 
sanctuary with candles, and an instrumentalist plays 
intermittently. These windows are a living invitation 
to bask in the beauty of holiness. 

There have been moments in liturgy when these 
windows have made their own announcements. 
When Olivia and Evan Bollin were recently married 
here, the sun was shining through our most 
magnificent window: “I saw the holy city, the new 
Jerusalem, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.”  At 
that time of day, the window fairly glistens, like a 
bride covered with jewels. “Turn and see,” I told the 
congregation, “This beautiful wedding is a foretaste 
of what is to come!” 

Also, I am told that a bird flew behind the 
resurrection window on Easter Sunday while I was 
preaching, as if to say, “Yes, Jesus is truly alive, risen 
indeed!” 

So finally, and most importantly, these windows live 
among us, boldly proclaiming the mysteries they 
artistically render. ✢ 

 

 

  

Lydia Kulbida and cameraman Ric Easton with 
Mother Judith at interview on April 14, 2022, 
which aired on May 18.  
 Photo: Dave Hunn 
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Some Facts about Our Most Famous Window                Dave Hunn 
 

ST. JOHN’S VISION OF THE HOLY CITY 
St. John’s Episcopal Church 

Troy, NY 
 

v Inspired by biblical verses in Revelation, Chapter 21. 

v Produced by Louis Comfort Tiffany Studios, New York, NY. 

v Agnes Northrup, [Staff] Designer, Tiffany Studios. 

v Memorial to Charles Bills Knight, son of Charlotte Knight and Fitz Henry Knight, a successful miller. 

v Original installation 1899. 

v Five lancets-approximately 145 sq ft.–over 8,000 individual pieces of glass in several layers (in some parts).   

v The Revelation window was Tiffany’s landmark in stained glass design, moving to scenic motifs in church 
settings. 

v Our restoration started in 1997. 

o Project managed by: Julie Sloan, McKernan Satterlee Associates. 

o  Restorer: Cummings Studios, North Adams, MA. 

o Conservator (hands on): Diane Rousseau, North Adams, MA. 

v Funding: a capital campaign began in 1994 to raise $250,000 from within the parish.  Word spread and St. 
John’s received donations from outside the parish, including the former Bishop Burroughs (several hundred 
thousand) and an unknown woman in South Troy who had never set foot in St. John’s but whose therapist 
was a parishioner. To our astonishment, she gave $400,000 in stock which appreciated to $650,000 before 
the restoration was complete! 

v Appraised value, 1997: $5,000,000 to $7,000,000. 
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From the Deacon’s Den                                                                   
 

I have been struggling to get back into the swing of things—the swing of anything, really. And 
as I listen to others, I discover that I am not alone. After thinking about this with the Lord, I feel 
led to attempt forming a prayer group to pray for our community and ourselves. I’m not sure 
exactly what this might look like, but that’s okay, I know I just need to start somewhere. So here 
we are, starting somewhere. I imagine we might begin with fifteen to twenty minutes of 
meditation and end with a similar length of intercessory prayer, perhaps meeting in the 
Thomson Room for about forty-five minutes to an hour some evening. Meditation can create 

community, it can re-create and rejuvenate community, and we can try it together and see what happens! If 
anyone is interested in doing this with me, please email me at deaconamy@stjohnstroy.org or let me know 
when you see me at church. 

I am also renewing my commitment to daily meditation. Below, I offer some information on meditation (with 
minor edits by me) from The John Main Center for Meditation and Inter-religious Dialogue at the Georgetown 
University website’s Meditation page (https://johnmaincenter.org/about-meditation/ ).  
 

Meditation in the Christian Tradition 
Meditation is part of the universal wisdom of the 
human family. It therefore offers a direct way into 
the common ground we all share and that we 
need to re-connect with today so urgently. It is 
found in all the major spiritual traditions. The 
John Main Center teaches meditation from the 
Christian tradition (as passed on by John Main) in 
an inclusive way that welcomes everyone, 
whether they have a tradition they identify with or 
not. In addition to the spiritual fruits of 
meditation, a growing body of scientific research 
has recognized its benefits for both physical 
health and mental well-being. Silence, stillness 
and simplicity—the essential qualities of 
meditation and of contemplative living—offer a 
bridge between a religious and a secular 
approach to life, with all its joys and its  
challenges. 

John Main 
John Main (1926-1982) was an Irish Benedictine 
monk and one of the major Christian spiritual 
teachers of this era. He recognized the need for 
a simple method of meditation open to all within 
the church. In the monastic Desert Tradition, he 
found a way that resonates directly with the 
contemplative teaching of Jesus on prayer. The 
World Community for Christian Meditation 
(https:\\wccm.org), now present in a hundred 
countries, continues the work of John Main. His 
successor, the Benedictine Laurence Freeman, 

has a long and close connection with 
Georgetown and helped to found the John Main 
Center at Georgetown in collaboration with the 
university and Jesuit community. 

A Simple Way of Meditation 
The repetition of a sacred word or phrase is a 
universal method of meditation that can be 
practiced by all ages and people of all 
backgrounds. A mantra is a word (or phrase) you 
repeat, silently and faithfully, during the entire 
time of your meditation. Listen to the mantra with 
full attention. Say it gently, without force, simply 
without self-evaluation, and faithfully, returning 
to the word whenever you become distracted by 
thoughts. Meditation is not what you think! So, 
saying the word is a way to lay aside all thoughts. 
Stay with the same word throughout the 
meditation period (ideally twenty to thirty 
minutes) and in each meditation period—ideally 
morning and evening. It is better to choose a 
word not in your own language so that it doesn’t 
stimulate thought or imagination. This has a 
clarifying effect on the way you think and use your 
imagination outside the meditation times. We 
recommend the word “maranatha.” In the biblical 
tradition, it is an Aramaic word meaning ‘come 
Lord.’ (You do not think of the meaning of the 
word as you say it). It is also a combination of 
syllables that is found in many similar words in 
other traditions and so may be used universally.
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From the Deacon’s Den  (continued)                                                 
 
This is by no means the only or best meditation method; it is only a suggestion if you’re 
looking for a place to begin. If it doesn’t appeal to you, try something else. People often 
use the Lord’s Prayer in meditation, others opt for the Rosary, and some simply sit, using 
no words or objects at all. Just start somewhere and see what happens—that’s what I’m 
going to do.  ✢ 

Be blessed! 

Deacon Amy 

 
 

Rogation Sunday, May 22, 2022             
 

 
 

  

Following the second service, we processed, led with incense, in a 
walk of blessing around the neighborhood. We stopped at fourteen 
stations, representing various aspects of our life in Troy. At each 
station, we read from Scripture, said a prayer, and sprinkled holy 
water; between these stations, we sang a verse from “All creatures 
of our God and King.” 

Photo: Dave Hunn Photo: Jennifer Firth 

Photo: Jennifer Firth 
Photos: Gail Richardson (except as noted) 
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A Look Back                                                                        Donna Rem 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This newspaper article describes the first annual memorial service event 
honoring the Troy police held at St. John’s Church.  The clipping doesn’t 
include the newspaper’s name nor date.  However, based on the 
involvement of the Reverends Burroughs (1930 – 1939) and Freeman 
(1892 – 1930), the year is likely to have been between 1931 and 1935.  The 
Rev. Freeman, retired, had established the close connection with the Troy 
Police Department by serving as its Protestant Chaplain, a role that was 
continued by his successors, including the Rev. Burroughs.  In addition to 
the event and service details, the article contains excerpts from the Rev. 
Burrough’s sermon ✢ 
 
 (continued)
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A Look Back  (continued)             

  

Greater love 
hath no 
man than 
this, that a 
man lay 
down his life 
for his 
friends. 
 

John 15:13 



 
17 ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

Daughters of the King                                                        Jennifer Firth 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

  

 
The Order of the Daughters of the King® and the Brotherhood of Saint Andrew 
have a longstanding partnership—spanning more than 135 years. A Daughter’s 
commitment to prayer, service, and evangelism resembles that of the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew’s threefold discipline of prayer, study, and service. 
The Brotherhood (men and boys) began on November 30, 1883 at St. James 
Episcopal Church in downtown Chicago, just two years before The Order of the 
Daughters of the King (women and girls) began.   

In 1886, the Brotherhood sponsored a resolution to General Convention to 
sanction the formation of The Order of the Daughters of the King®. After that, 
they often hosted display tables, prayer vigils, and Eucharists together at 
subsequent General Conventions. More recently, the two groups have 
collaborated on the National Day of Prayer—an annual observance held on the 
first Thursday each May when people of all faiths gather to pray.  

In early 2020, to maintain community during the COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Daughters launched “Conversations with Daughters,” a virtual community of 
Daughters where topics of interest and concern are addressed on a regular 
basis via Zoom. In 2020 and again last week, the Daughters and the 
Brotherhood joined together for a Zoom “Conversation” where prayers were 
offered by members of each group. Krisita Jackson, President of the Daughters, 
and Jeff Butcher, President Emeritus of the Brotherhood, organized the service, 
and prayers were jointly offered for our churches, government, families, 
education, and those impacted by war and disease. 

The National Day of Prayer, presented by the Daughters of the King, the 
Brotherhood of St. Andrew, and the Union of Black Episcopalians, was May 5, 
2022. In July, Daughters and Brothers plan to host informational booths side-
by-side at the upcoming General Convention in Baltimore. 

For more information about the Brotherhood, please visit their website at 
https://www.brothersandrew.net. The next meeting of St. John’s Daughters—
The Daughters of the Holy Spirit chapter—will be Tuesday, June 7, at 1 p.m. in 
the Thompson Room. You are welcome to join us. ✢ 
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Out and About 
 
Cathedral of All Saints, Albany, NY 
On Saturday April sixteenth during the Easter 
Vigil Service, Evens Angulo-Duvil, Linda Muller, 
Christi Spain-Savage, and Linda Thorburn were 
Confirmed or Received into the Episcopal 
Church. The celebrant was Assisting Bishop 
Michael Smith. Mother Judith presented 
certificates during Easter services at St. John’s. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

  

Photos (top and right): Amanda Serafini,  
(left) Brynna Carpenter Nardone 

Sand Lake Center for the Arts, Averill Park, NY 
The new musical “3 Porches” is about three families 
(neighbors), and the differences between them. 
Cast member Linda Thorburn with Mother Judith (left) 
and the Deacons Tatem (right) after the May 15 
performance. 

From left: Linda Thorburn, Therese Duvil, Christi 
Spain-Savage, Obadaiah Savage and daughters, 
Linda Muller, Jennifer Firth, Bishop Smith, Dean 
Harding, Evens Angulo-Duvil, George Firth, 
Mother Judith Malionek. 

Photo: Linda Thorburn 
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News and Notes             
 

Foyer Groups—don’t mark your calendars yet! 
Foyer dinners rank near the top of fun fellowship events. Foyers are small group 
gatherings, usually four or five couples and singles, one of whom hosts a monthly dinner 
at their home. A Foyer group usually meets from fall to late spring. 

There will be a sign-up sheet in the Narthex in August. When enough people have 
expressed interest, the Foyer leaders, Sonie & Dave Hunn, will select groups of eight to 
ten people. Each of those groups decide on their own schedule for the ensuing months. 
 

Launching Foyer is the intention!  It means whoever participates must 

o Be vaccinated. 

o Be comfortable in close social settings without masks. 

With the uncertainty of the coronavirus, it is not clear that we can successfully do this. Because it takes some 
time for word to get around, we are talking about this early. Please think about joining Foyer and stay tuned! 

✢ 
 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Photo:  Davey 
Gravy on Unsplash  

St. John’s Memorial Garden will again be one of more than thirty-five gardens participating in the Troy 
Hidden Garden Tour. This annual self-guided walking tour offers a unique opportunity to visit gardens 
throughout the historic Sage, Washington Park, Riverside, and downtown neighborhoods while raising 
funds to support Troy’s historic Prospect Park.  

Check-in and purchase of tickets takes place near the Russell Sage College Parking Lot, on the corner of 
First and Division Streets. Tour maps are also available at this location. St. John’s volunteers serve 
lemonade and cookies to our Garden Tour visitors, and our church is open as well. 

Parishioners will be helping to ready the garden in the week before this event. No special skills required. 
See Jennifer Firth if you’d like to help with preparation or serving on the day of the tour. 

TROY HIDDEN GARDEN TOUR 
 
Thursday, June 9, 2022,  
4 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. Rain or Shine 
 

$15 presale and $20 on the day 
For more information, and to purchase tickets, see:  
http://hiddengardentour.com/ 
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 Save the Date 
These parish items are in the calendar: 
 

Diocesan Convention, June 3–5, Silver Bay 
DOK Meeting, June 7, 1 p.m. Thompson Room 
Troy Hidden Garden Tour, June 9, see p. 19 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, June 11, 10 a.m.–noon 
Vestry Meeting, June 21, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, July 9, 10 a.m.–noon 
Vestry Meeting, July 19, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Parish Picnic, August 13, watch for details 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Watch for email messages from the office for details and other 
upcoming events. 
 

You will find other events at these websites: 
 

Cathedral of All Saints   
https://www.cathedralofallsaints.org/special-events 
  
Christ the King Center   https://ctkcenter.org/events 

ST. JOHN’S PARISH CALENDAR 
 

For the current version of our June Calendar:  click here 
 

For the current version of our July Calendar: click here 

THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IS: 
 

To worship and glorify Jesus Christ,  
To proclaim God’s love joyously, and 
To serve the world through God’s grace. 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stjohnstroy.org 
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