
  
 
 

 
 
 
In a recent article in Scientific American titled 
“Psychiatry Needs to Get Right with God,” David 
Rosmarin, a psychologist and an associate professor at 
Harvard Medical School reported:  

“In the past year, American mental health sank to the 
lowest point in history: Incidence of mental disorders 
increased by 50 percent, compared with before the 
pandemic, alcohol and other substance abuse surged, 
and young adults were more than twice as likely to 
seriously consider suicide than they were in 2018.  

Yet the only group to see improvements in mental health during the past year 
were those who attended religious services at least weekly (virtually or in-
person): 46 percent report “excellent” mental health today versus 42 percent 
one year ago.”  

We are involved in something here at Saint John’s that is good for us, 
something healing and life-giving. God, the Living God, gives us his life when 
we gather for worship. As I perused the Gallop poll data referenced by 
Rosmarin, I saw that those who attend church less often—almost weekly, 
monthly, seldom—all reported comparable 12-point drops from excellent 
mental health over the last year. There is something about embracing this life 
whole-heartedly that reaps benefits for our well-being. 

As you consider your gift-giving this year, consider giving your friends and 
family an invitation to church. Reach out; share the data if it seems appropriate. 
The Lessons and Carols service on December 26, with no sermon and no 
Eucharist, richly unfolds the Christmas story through Scripture and sacred 
music. This may provide a life-giving return for someone you care about. And 
if you are among those at Saint John’s who come more occasionally, consider 
what you may be missing. Embracing this life in Christ, which we have been so 
generously given, is good for us and good for the life of the world. 

. Mother Judith+  
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A Note from the Editor 
Bishop Robert Barron, Catholic Bishop in the Archdiocese of Los Angeles, explained in his homily for the first 
Sunday in Advent 2021, that his understanding of Advent was shaped by a nun who taught him in school. Her 
words made such an impression on him that the bishop shares her Advent “template” with believers today. 
She observed that during Advent—taken from the Latin root Adventus meaning “arrival”—there are three 
comings of Christ: he came in history; he comes to us today; and he will come at the end of time. 

By now, your Advent/Christmas mailing has been delivered to you. Among other helpful resources, an Advent 
daily devotional booklet, “The Fullness of Time,” was included. This devotional draws inspiration from Henri J. 
Nouwen (1932-1996), a Dutch Catholic priest, writer, and theologian. The Scripture 
passage we read for the first Sunday of Advent contains these verses from  
Ephesians 1:  

. . . He has made known to us the mystery of his will, according to his good 
pleasure that he has set forth forth in Christ, as a plan for the fullness of time, 
to gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 
 

During this season of Advent, may you set aside time to reflect on the mystery of our 
faith:  
 Christ has died. 
 Christ is risen. 
 Christ will come again. (BCP pg. 363) 

And may your reflections on Christ’s comings—past, present, and future—be guided 
by the meditations contained in “The Fullness of Time.” ✢ 

Jennifer Firth 
 
 

 

 
  Worship Schedule for Christmas and the New Year 

 

 
Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist  
Friday, Dec. 24       and Children’s Bell Choir 4:00 p.m.  in church & live stream 
 Chime Concert 9:30 p.m.  in church & live stream 
 Holy Eucharist  10:00 p.m.  in church & live stream 
 
Sunday, Dec. 26 Holy Eucharist Rite I 8:00 a.m.  in church 
 Lessons & Carols 10:00 a.m.  in church & live stream  
 
Sunday, Jan. 2 Holy Eucharist Rite I 8:00 a.m.  in church 
 Holy Eucharist Rite II 10:00 a.m.  in church & live stream 
   

All are welcome! Live streaming is on YouTube; channel links are found on 
our website at Worship Online. 
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Lay Eucharistic Visitor Ministry                                 Deacon Paul Carney 
 

As restrictions began to be eased with the COVID-19 virus, I knew it was 
time to resume a very well-received ministry, that of Lay Eucharistic 
Visitor. We have a group of parishioners at St. John’s who go out after 
the Sunday service and bring communion to those who are not able to 
attend in person. Besides sharing in the Eucharist, those who are visited 
enjoy conversation, flowers from the altar, and a chance to find out 
what’s new at St. John’s or what’s going on with some well-missed 
friends. Unfortunately, this ministry had to be suspended for over a year 
during the pandemic, until October 2021.  

Parishioners involved in this ministry are Lois Hodkinson, Gail 
Richardson, Carol and Bill Daniel, as well as new team members Sandy 
Hutchinson and Elissa Prout. My goal as we started back was to visit 
approximately six shut-ins within the month of October. With the help 
of Mother Judith, Deacon Amy and myself, I am proud to say that the 
team was able to accomplish the task. I would like to continue this 
ministry in the same fashion into the coming months.  

This ministry is well-received and very comforting to those who are 
visited as well as to clergy and team members. You might ask how this 
ministry works. Each Sunday, one person (or maybe two if clergy are 
involved) is visited by the team. Near the end of the service, the two-
member team approaches the altar and is commissioned by the clergy 
and congregation. The team members are handed a pyx which contains 
communion wafers that have been consecrated at the service, as well as 
a set of service prayer cards. The team members with the clergy then 
process down the aisle, led by the crucifer. The team then leaves the 
church for the shut-in’s home.  

Please let me know if you or someone you know would like to be visited 
in this way. If you are interested in becoming a Lay Eucharistic Visitor, or 
have any questions, please see me.  ✢ 
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Update: Profile & Search Committee for the Tenth Bishop of Albany    
 
On Saturday, November 13, 2021, the Profile and Search Committee gathered for its fourth monthly meeting. 
The meeting was held at St. George’s Episcopal Church in Clifton Park. The Committee broke into seven 
working groups, each charged with compiling facts and data for the Diocesan Profile, planned to be 
published by August 14, 2022. 
 

The working groups are: 
· History of the Diocese 
· Demographics of the Diocese 
· Statistical Trends of the Diocese 
· Financial Trends and Conditions of the Diocese 
· Diocesan Survey 
· Town Hall Meetings/Listening Sessions 
· Ministries of the Diocese 

 

Working groups will meet between the regular monthly meetings and report monthly to the whole committee 
for feedback. This collaboration should yield a robust diocesan profile that will describe our past and present, 
and cast a vision for our future, portraying a vivid picture of the Episcopal Diocese of Albany for our Tenth 
Bishop. 
 

The next monthly meeting is Saturday, December 11 at St. George’s, from 10 a.m. until 3 p.m. 
 

Updates about the work of the committee frequently appear in the Weekly Diocesan Update email. 
 To subscribe click here. 
 
May together we pray these words, found in our “Prayer in a Time of Transition”: 
 

Incline our hearts to do your will, and so direct us in your ways that the leader you are raising 
up to be our Bishop will find here joyful disciples, making disciples, united in faith, unflagging 
in hope, and steeped in mutual charity. 
 

This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of 
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  ✢ 
 

Jennifer Firth 
[Jennifer is an elected member of the committee.] 
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Highlights from Trunk or Treat 2021                                     Katie Brillat 
 

The rain did not stop us from having an 
afternoon of fun! Thanks to all who shared 
their photos. 

 

  

Brother and sister Ari and Ace delight in the 
Sparkle of Deacon Amy’s Unicorn! 

 

Brendan and Cameron travel over 
the pond with Grandmother 

Jennifer. 
 

"Candy please, or 
I'll use my sword!" 

a friend of 
Madeleine's. 

 

This beehive couldn’t 
be sweeter than 

when the magical 
Mona and her 

Parisian mama came 
by for honey. 
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Highlights from Trunk or Treat 2021  (continued) 
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Interview with Carolyn Smith                            
Q: Where did you grow 
up?  
A: I grew up in Watervliet 
in the section known as 
Port Schuyler. 
 
Q: What was your 
religious life like growing 
up? Were you “religious” 

as a child? 
 A: From age five until I graduated from high school, 
I attended Sunday School at Jermain Memorial 
Presbyterian Church in Port Schuyler by my house. I 
attended the eight o’clock service with my father at 
St. John’s. 
 
Q: Did you ever leave the church? If so, what 
brought you back? 
A: No. If I am in Kennebunkport during the summer, 
I attend St. Ann’s at 8:00 a.m. 
 
Q: How long have you worshipped at St. John’s? 
A: I have been a member of St. John’s my entire life. 
I was baptized by Rev. Burnham and confirmed by 
Bishop Ball here. 
 
Q: Many members of your family have worshipped 
at St. John’s. Would you like to tell us about them? 
A: My father’s family attended St. John’s. His brother 
Lester sang in the choir as a young boy. My father, 
my Aunt Lois, and my Uncle Bill all attended at eight 
o’clock, each taking a turn at taking up the 
collection. His other siblings, Margaret, Dot 

(Dorothy), and Harold, attended when they could. 
Dot and Lois were faithful Thrift Shop volunteers for 
many years, working on Wednesdays and Saturdays. 
In addition, Lois volunteered for years folding 
bulletins on Fridays. My mother’s family were all 
members of St. Peter’s in Albany. 
 
Q: You usually attend our 8:00 service. What about 
this service appeals to you?  
A: As I said, my family attended at eight o-clock. I 
prefer being with a smaller group of parishioners, 
and I like the more traditional service (Rite One). 
 
Q: You have been actively involved in many ways at 
St. John’s. Please tell us about the various ministries 
you have played a part in. 
A: I served on the vestry for more than ten years, 
serving one time as a warden. I have chaired the 
Finance Committee in the past and now am just a 
part of the committee. In addition, I have been 
working at the Thrift Shop for about fifteen years. 
 
Q: You enjoy spending time in Maine in the summer. 
What draws you there? 
A: I have been traveling to Maine for more than fifty 
years. I spend a lot of time there in the summer, but 
I also visit other times throughout the year. I love 
the ocean, the serenity, and the people. It is my 
“Happy Place” as they say now. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
I love to read and I enjoy volunteering.  ✢ 
 

 

 

  

Photo by Noel Jose on Unsplash. 
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A Look Back                                                                        Donna Rem 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
  

This collection of photographs showcase the students and teachers of St. John’s Sunday School in the winter of 1955. 
Some classes were conducted in the corner pews of the church. Note the lovely mosaic art design that was then visible in 
the recesses that frame each stained-glass window. Other classes appear to have been held in the space now called the 
Snay Room that is above the choir vesting area and in the old parish house that was torn down just three years later. The 
need for greater Sunday School space was a consideration in the decision to build the larger parish house that is in use 
today.   

Only a few of these former students and teachers have been identified.  If you recognize yourself and/or others in the 
photos, please let the Archives Committee know.  Names may be put in the Archives’ office mailbox by contacting the 
office or be sent to the committee chairperson at 5dlsrem@gmail.com.  Thank you.  ✢ 

Susan Green, ___, Faith Tomlison, (Teacher), Walter ?, 
Emily Morse, Linda Peters, Gary Throop 
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A Look Back  (continued)             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

 
Elissa, was this a 
fun class? 
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A Look Back  (continued)             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

A Note on Care Notes                                                   Gail Richardson 
 

Sometimes life’s challenges and disappointments can 
overwhelm us and we look for someone or something to 
provide us hope and encouragement. So inevitable are 
these feelings of despair that throughout Scripture we read 
directives like this found in 1 Thessalonians 5, “. . . encourage 
one another and build each other up.” 

St. John’s offers a resource to help us cope with the pain, 
uncertainty, and distress we can experience. You may have 
noticed the display rack in the Parish House containing a 
variety of Care Note pamphlets. You will see titles such as, 
“Being Alert to the Signs of Compassion Fatigue,” “Coping 
with Holiday Stress,” “Getting Through the Holidays When 

You’ve Lost a Loved One,” and “Deepening Your Faith in a Time of Illness,” to name just a few. Each pamphlet 
is written by a psychologist, counselor, or other specialist trained to help manage loss and grief. 

Diane Pharo, author of “Responding to Life’s Challenges that are Out of Your Control,” acknowledges that, 
“Each of us has experienced the challenge of surrendering control, whether willingly or unwillingly, gracefully 
or grudgingly, with resignation or resentment. Thankfully, the choice eventually to surrender willingly and 
gracefully in peaceful resignation is within our power.” She continues the article by providing guidance about 
how one can work through their distress and begin to live more victoriously. 

Perhaps if you find yourself in need of comfort, “Take One—and take heart,” as the Care Notes logo suggests. 
Or, if you know someone who is struggling, “Give One—and give hope.”  ✢ 

  

Far Left- Wellington Stewart, Choirmaster and Organist 
Far Right- The Reverend Bradford Burnham 
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From the Deacon’s Den                                                                   
 
Pastor Jeremiah Steepek transformed himself 
into a homeless man and went to the ten-
thousand-member church where he was to be 
introduced as the head pastor that morning. He 
walked around his soon-to-be new church for 
about thirty minutes while it was filling with 
people for the service; only three people out of 
the ten thousand said hello to him. He asked 
people for change to buy something to eat; no 
one gave him any change. He went into the 
sanctuary and sat down in the front and one of 
the ushers went up to him and asked him to sit 
in the back. He greeted people; they 
responded only with stares and dirty looks, 
looking down on him and judging him. As he 
sat in the back of the church he listened to the 
announcements.  
 
When all that was done, the elders went up and 
were excited to introduce the new pastor of the 
church to the congregation. “We would like to 
introduce Pastor Jeremiah Steepek.” The 
congregation looked around, clapping with 
joyful anticipation. The homeless man sitting in 
the back got up and started walking down the 
aisle. The clapping stopped; all eyes were on 
him. He walked up to the altar, took the 
microphone from the elders, and paused for a 
moment; then he recited from scripture: “Then 
the king will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father; take your 
inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you 
since the creation of the world. For I was hungry 
and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty 
and you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes 
and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked  

after me, I was in prison and you came to visit 
me.’ Then the righteous will answer him, ‘Lord, 
when did we see you hungry and feed you, or 
thirsty and give you something to drink? When 
did we see you a stranger and invite you in, or 
need clothes and clothed you?  When did we 
see you sick or in prison and go to visit 
you?’  The King will reply, ‘Truly I will tell you, 
whatever you did to the least of these brothers 
and sisters of mine you did for me.’”  After he 
recited this, he looked toward the congregation 
and told them all that he had experienced that 
morning. Many began to cry, and many heads 
bowed low in shame. He then said, “Today I see 
a gathering of people, not a church of Jesus 
Christ. The world has enough people but not 
enough disciples. When will you decide to 
become disciples?”  He then dismissed them 
until the next week.  
 
Following in the footsteps of Jesus Christ 
should be more than just talk. It ought to be a 
lifestyle that others around you can love about 
you and share in. How about you, are you a 
disciple?  You might be wondering why I told 
you this story. Well, I want you to know that the 
incident described would never happen to a 
homeless person here at 
St. John’s, and for that I 
am so proud of our 
congregation!  May you 
all have a Merry Christmas 
and a Happy New Year.  
✢ 

 
Deacon Paul 

 
 

 
 

  



 
12 ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

From the Deacon’s Den  (continued) 
 

The Story of the Christmas Guest  
 

It happened one day at the year's white end,  
Two neighbors called on an old-time friend 
 
And they found his shop so meager and mean, 
Made merry with a thousand boughs of green, 
 
And Conrad was sitting with face a-shine 
When he suddenly stopped as he stitched a twine 
 
And said, "Old friends, at dawn today, 
When the cock was crowing the night away, 
 
The Lord appeared in a dream to me 
And said, 'I am coming your guest to be.' 
 
So I've been busy with feet astir, 
Strewing my shop with branches of fir, 
 
The table is spread and the kettle is shined 
And over the rafters the holly is twined, 
 
And now I will wait for my Lord to appear 
And listen closely so I will hear 
 
His step as He nears my humble place, 
And I open the door and look in His face." 
 
So his friends went home and left Conrad alone, 
For this was the happiest day he had known, 
 
For, long since, his family had passed away 
And Conrad has spent a sad Christmas Day. 
 
But he knew with the Lord as his Christmas 
guest 
This Christmas would be the dearest and best, 
 
And he listened with only joy in his heart. 
And with every sound he would rise with a start 
 
And look for the Lord to be standing there 
In answer to his earnest prayer 
 
So he ran to the window after hearing a sound, 
But all that he saw on the snow-covered ground 
 
Was a shabby beggar whose shoes were torn 
And all of his clothes were ragged and worn. 
 
So Conrad was touched and went to the door 
And he said, "Your feet must be frozen and sore, 
 

And I have some shoes in my shop for you 
And a coat that will keep you warmer, too." 
 
So with grateful heart the man went away, 
But as Conrad noticed the time of day 
 
He wondered what made the dear Lord so late 
And how much longer he'd have to wait, 
 
When he heard a knock and ran to the door, 
But it was only a stranger once more, 
 
A bent, old crone with a shawl of black, 
A bundle of kindling piled on her back. 
 
She asked for only a place to rest, 
But that was reserved for Conrad's Great Guest. 
 
But her voice seemed to plead, "Don't send me 
away 
Let me rest awhile on Christmas day." 
 
So Conrad brewed her a steaming cup 
And told her to sit at the table and sup. 
 
But after she left he was filled with dismay 
For he saw that the hours were passing away 
 
And the Lord had not come as He said He would, 
And Conrad felt sure he had misunderstood. 
 
When out of the stillness he heard a cry, 
"Please help me and tell me where am I." 
 
So again he opened his friendly door 
And stood disappointed as twice before, 
 
It was only a child who had wandered away 
And was lost from her family on Christmas Day. 
 
Again Conrad's heart was heavy and sad, 
But he knew he should make this little child glad, 
 
So he called her in and wiped her tears 
And quieted her childish fears. 
 
Then he led her back to her home once more 
But as he entered his own darkened door, 
 
He knew that the Lord was not coming today 
For the hours of Christmas had passed away. 
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From the Deacon’s Den  (continued) 
 

So he went to his room and knelt down to pray 
And he said, "Dear Lord, why did you delay? 
 
What kept You from coming to call on me, 
For I wanted so much Your face to see." 
 
When soft in the silence a voice he heard, 
"Lift up your head, for I kept My word 
 
Three times My shadow crossed your floor -- 
Three times I came to your lonely door -- 
 

For I was the beggar with bruised, cold feet, 
I was the woman you gave to eat, 
And I was the child on the homeless street. 
 
Three times I knocked and three times I came in, 
And each time I found the warmth of a friend. 
 
Of all the gifts, love is the best,  
And I was honored to be your Christmas Guest." 
 
 -- Helen Steiner Rice 

 
 
 

Wedding of Olivia Haynes and Evan Bollin                        
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
God the Father, God the Son, God the Holy Spirit, bless, preserve, and keep you; the Lord 
mercifully with his favor look upon you, and fill you with all spiritual benediction and grace; 
that you may faithfully live together in this life, and in the age to come 
have life everlasting.  Amen. 

 

Book of Common Prayer, page 431 
 

 

  

Congratulations to Olivia and 
Evan and our best wishes for 
their future together! 

Families and friends gathered on Saturday, October 2, 2021 to 
celebrate the marriage of Olivia and Evan. 
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An Update from the “Basement”                                     Cindy Tysiak 
 

The Basement on First Street, St, John’s beloved thrift shop, is THRIVING. 

The shop is open on Wednesdays and Saturdays from 9:00 a.m. to noon 
(except for holiday weeks). The shop’s physical space has undergone 
improvements, with carpeting in three rooms, redistribution of rooms, and the 
opening of a seasonal/holiday room. The largest room is for adult clothing 
and a children’s room has clothing and baby items—items are $1.00 each or 
$4.00 per bag. The boutique has higher-quality clothing, shoes, and 
handbags; items are priced at $2.00. The large housewares room has 
bedding items, towels, pillows, linens, dishes, cookware, glasses, and a 
multitude of additional items—all are priced individually. The 
seasonal/holiday room has many new and next-to-new gift items, and has a 
large selection of Christmas items at present; this room will remain open year-
round. Items are also priced individually. Winter/heavy duty coats are available 
at $3.00 each. We also sell boots, shoes, sneakers and sandals; accessories 
such as belts, jewelry, bags, purses, and socks; and sleepwear. 

We have included a “free area” for overstocked items, long-standing items, 
and out-of-season items. We do not sell books, VHS tapes, cassette tapes, or 
CDs, but they can often be found in the free section. We also donate 
overstocked items and out-of-season items to the city mission in Albany. 

Our clientele has increased and we remain very busy accepting donations and 
selling to customers. We prefer to accept donations only on Wednesdays and 
Saturdays when we are open. We accept all donations as gifts to the shop, and 
we will provide clothing and household needs to any person or family who is 
in need and unable to make purchases. 

At present, we have eight regular workers who remain dedicated and 
passionate about their work in the shop and their interactions with all our 
clientele. We would like to increase our staff and are looking for additional 
volunteers; volunteers can offer to spend just a few hours a month to longer 
periods of time, by their choice. Just come down and speak to any worker 
about volunteering. 

Our annual meeting will be held in December to determine which 
organizations will receive funding from the shop. All money raised in the shop 
is used in local outreach missions in our community. 

Mother Judith is our president; she visits the shop and converses with many of 
our clientele. Our staff includes Cindy Tysiak, Carolyn Smith, Nancy Stewart, 
Nick Belber, Pat Chesterfield, Jean Widman, Anna Givens, and Susan Grasso; 
we would love to add your name to the list. We invite you to come on down—
to donate, buy, browse, chat, and/or volunteer on any Wednesday or Saturday 
morning from nine to noon. We look forward to seeing you!  ✢ 

 
  

While we are grateful for 
your donations, we 
CANNOT accept certain 
items that do not sell (or 
cannot be sold due to 
health/safety issues) such as: 

Books (except cookbooks); 
CDs/DVDs/VHS tapes; 
Large appliances/electronics 
(small ones such as radios, 
toasters, blenders are 
welcome) 

Medical Equipment – 
walkers, braces, crutches, 
and similar;  

Used or opened 
cosmetics/bath/beauty items; 

 Infant items that have 
potential safety recalls or 
expiration dates (car seats, 
playpens, strollers). 
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Daughters of the King                                                        Jennifer Firth 

 
Saturday, October 30 was the annual diocesan-wide retreat of The Order of the 
Daughters of the King®, held at the Christ the King Center in Greenwich. Our own Mtr. 
Judith offered reflections about three women in scripture who were, “Uplifted, Healed, 
and Dignified to Serve the Kingdom.” These women included the woman caught in 
adultery; the woman healed with the flow of blood; and industrious Lydia. After each 
reflection, Juliette Scott, Mtr. Judith’s dear friend from previous days together in music 
ministry, accompanied Mtr. Judith’s words with powerful solos. About thirty-five women attended the retreat 
in-person and fifteen attended virtually. In addition to Mtr. Judith, Carol Daniel, Jennifer Firth, Judi Goyer, 
Lois Hodkinson, and Cindy Tysiak attended from St. John’s Daughters of the Holy Spirit chapter. 

During the retreat, the Daughters offered their thanks to the Rev. Jean DeVaty for her many years of 
inspirational service as their diocesan chaplain. Mtr. Sue Troiano was installed as the new chaplain for the 
diocese.  

Following the theme of recognizing women in scripture, St. John’s Daughters of the 
Holy Spirit chapter began a study of the book, Bible Women: All Their Words and 
Why They Matter, by Lindsay Hardin Freeman—an award-winning author who is an 
Episcopal priest. At our next meeting on Tuesday, December 7, the chapter will be 
discussing Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist. As part of your Advent journey 
this year, you may want to join with us to reflect on Elizabeth’s story.  

The meeting will be at 1 p.m.; you may participate either in-person in St. John’s 
Thompson Room or virtually by Zoom. Extra copies of the book are available, so 
please do not hesitate to come. Your presence will enrich and bless us.  ✢ 

 
 

Out and About 
 
Performance in Troy  Sunday, November 14, 2021, at the Troy Savings Bank Music Hall. 
 
Several members of St. John’s congregation attended an afternoon 
performance of An Evening with C. S. Lewis, starring David Payne. Those who 
viewed this engaging one-man show included Keston Beck, Nick Belber, Carol 
Daniel, Tiffany Dzembo, Jennifer and George Firth, Lois Hodkinson, Sandra 
Hutchison, Michael Jewett, Marilyn Lincoln, the Reverends Judith and Tom 
Malionek, Linda Muller, Colleen Samler, and Liz and Terry Shanley.  
 
 
 

  



 
16 ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

A Reflection on Giving                                              Maggie Hasslacher 
 

Why should I care about being generous? And how does that make my life better or me happier? 
Do these questions resonate? Ever considered them in your private thoughts? Well, I have.  

With thanksgiving just past as I write this, and looking forward to the gift of Jesus that we celebrate 
at Christmas, I wanted to talk about gratitude and generosity and what they mean to us as Christians. 

When I began looking at what God told us through his word in the Bible, I was struck by a verse in  
1 Chronicles: “Yours, LORD, is the greatness and the power and the glory and the majesty and the 
splendor, for everything in heaven and earth is yours. Yours, LORD, is the kingdom; you are exalted 
as head over all.” (29:11) The reason this stuck with me had everything to do with my concept of 
ownership. If everything was God’s, then where did that leave me and what was my responsibility 
for it—and toward God? This verse began a journey of exploration that had me reading more of the 
Bible, and searching out others I trusted to guide me in becoming more responsible with God’s 
riches.  

Why did I start by mentioning thanksgiving and gratitude? Because this understanding (that 
everything is God’s) helped me to realize that I should respond to all that I have with thanksgiving 
toward the giver—for my life, for my family, for my health, the roof over my head, and the food I have 
to eat. And with gratitude for God’s graciousness toward me in allowing me to know God and to join 
his work in rebuilding the world. 

Giving 
Let me tell you a story. I heard a man describe his experience with giving away money. He and his 
wife determined to give away the first 10% of every dollar they earned to God. When they did this 
and recognized that they had been able to give away 10%, and still eat and pay their bills, they 
thought it must mean they had enough. If they had “enough” with only 90% of their funds, that 
helped them reorient their wants and needs around a new understanding of having enough. And 
thinking about having enough helped them to be more grateful for what they had. This giving away 
caused them to have more gratefulness. 

The thing about God’s ownership and our gratefulness is that they work together to free us from 
both worry and what I call “gotta-have-it-itis.” I stop thinking about my wants as much as I think about 
what good God would have me do. Oh, let’s face it, not all the time. There are still plenty of things I 
want. But I will often catch myself, and think longer about whether I 
truly need something or I merely want it. I’ll tell you one more story. 

Having a Grateful Heart 
A young man was trying to go to college, and he reached a point 
where he asked for prayer so that he could find a job while he 
dropped out of college, in order to save enough money for his next 
semester of school. Some folks were praying for him, and while they 
were praying, they realized that they had saved up enough money 
for a pure-bred dog they wanted. Since the young man was in need, 
and the dog was just something they wanted, they gave the money  
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A Reflection on Giving  (continued) 
 

to the church; the rector was able to help the student with enough funds so that he didn’t have to 
drop out. He continued in school and got his degree.  

God didn’t stop there though. Because the family had given money to the church, they received a 
tax deduction that ended up equaling the amount that they had originally saved for their dog. In the 
end, they got their want fulfilled while the student got his need met. 

Obviously, God doesn’t do that every time we are generous. I am not suggesting some theology 
that God gives us everything we want; but we cannot outgive God when we submit ourselves to his 
will. The folks who gave away the money were happy. Happy they had the funds to give away. 
Happier still that the young man was able to continue going to school. They had reoriented their 
attitude, from wanting more to giving more, and were more grateful because of it. 

Preparing our Hearts for Jesus 
“This is how God showed his love among us: He sent his one and only Son into the world that we 
might live through him.” (1 John 4:9) 

As I prepare for the coming of Jesus, I wish you all the joy of giving, and the freedom of living as if 
God were the giver of all good gifts. Use your gifts in love for the glory of God and the building up 
of his church.  

Put on love in every situation, and may God be the focus every time you serve. As Jesus said in John 
15:11: “I have told you this so that my joy may be in you and that your joy may be complete.” May 
your new year be filled with joy.  ✢ 

 
 

 
 

 

  

 

Parish Annual Meeting, January 30, 2022 
 

The Nominating Committee is tasked with presenting a slate of candidates to the parish to be elected for 
open seats on the vestry, as well as three delegates and three alternates to the annual Diocesan 
Convention. (The diocese is planning for the 2022 convention to be held in person June 10-12 at the Silver 
Bay YMCA Conference and Retreat Center on Lake George.) All candidates should be active members of 
the parish and regular attendees. Anyone wishing to run for the vestry or as a delegate to the convention 
may do so by obtaining a nominating form from the church office. Each nominee must be nominated by 
two members of the parish. In addition, nominations can be made from the floor at the Annual Meeting, 
provided the nominee is present and accepts the nomination.  
 

We are planning to hold the 2022 Annual Meeting in-person after the 10 a.m. service on Sunday, January 
30, 2022. The election of candidates for vestry and delegates to the convention will take place at that time. 
Absentee ballots will be available on request and will need to be returned to the church prior to the date 
of the Annual Meeting in order to be counted.  ✢ Lois Hodkinson 
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Christian Formation for Adults This Advent         Mother Judith Malionek 
 
At St. John’s, there are several opportunities for adults during the week. 

Sunday morning 9 a.m. Bible Study, led by Eileen Manz. This study uses resources from celebrated Biblical 
scholar Ken Bailey. Bailey is widely esteemed because of his lifelong work in the Middle East, where his 
observations on Middle Eastern culture have shed considerable light on the cultural context of the early 
church. On Zoom and in person in the Thompson Room for the fully vaccinated. 

Tuesday morning 11 a.m. Bible Study, led by Gail Richardson. We are reading Nehemiah, who was called 
by God to leave his honored position in Babylon and lead the third group of people who returned to 
Jerusalem in 445 BCE. A skilled administrator who oversaw the rebuilding of the city walls, Nehemiah was 
also a humble man of prayer who constantly sought God’s guidance. As we begin the season of Advent, may 
we discover the work we are being called to do, the grace to do it, and the humility to let God lead.  On Zoom.  

Wednesday evening 7 p.m. Rector’s Forum, gathers on Zoom to explore a variety of presentations. During 
Advent, we will view a series of short films produced as a joint venture of the National Gallery of Art in London 
and Kings College London. Our focus will be the 
life and theological significance of Advent figure 
John the Baptist, as expressed in the art of the 
National Gallery and Churches of England. The 
films include music from the Kings College Choir 
singing texts related to the paintings. 

There are more than 120 figures of John the 
Baptist in the National Gallery of Art in London, 
expressing the enormous popularity of this saint 
through many time periods and geographic 
locations. He stands at the edge of two testaments, the Old and the New, the last of the prophets and the 
forerunner and announcer of the Messiah, representing continuity and change. In art, there is always 
something distinctive about him. When he is lined up among other saints, you could never mistake him for 
someone else.  

John the Baptist is the only New Testament figure whose entire story is told, from conception through his 
death, besides our Lord himself. In addition, for artists over the centuries, pious conjectures have filled in 
places where scripture is silent. In these films we will explore the Conception and Visitation, Birth and Naming, 
and Infancy on December 1; the Wilderness, Preaching and Baptizing of John on December 8; and the 
Martyrdom, the Baptist’s Head, and Power and Judgement on December 15. 

The Zoom link is sent out with the mid-week e-blast on Wednesdays. Do join us!  ✢ 
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May He Rest in Peace . . .       
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
“…I am the 
resurrection                              

and the life…” 
 

John 11:25 

 
Born in Troy, Patrick was the son of the late John T. and Shirley Knight Rielly, 
and the loving husband of Suzanne (Susie) Hunt Rielly, to whom he was 
married for forty-eight years. He was raised in Watervliet and was a long-time 
resident of North Greenbush. After graduating from Catholic Central High 
School in 1964, Patrick served in the U.S. Army during the Vietnam War; he 
graduated from Siena College in 1974 with a Bachelor's in Accounting. 

Patrick began his career in banking at KeyBank in 1970; over the course of 
twenty-seven years, he rose to the position of Senior Vice President. During 
that time, he was introduced to the life-changing work of the Center for 
Disability Services, and found his calling to service and volunteerism; he 
served the organization in many capacities, including Chairman of the 
Telethon and Chairman of the Board. In the Spring of 1988, the Center for 
Disability Services honored Pat by dedicating a group residential home in 
his name: The Rielly House in Delmar, NY. In 1998, Pat retired from his career 
in banking. Presented with the opportunity to work for the Center, he served 
as Director of the Commercial Services Division and Chief Operating Officer, 
retiring in 2011. 

Patrick was a faithful parishioner at St. John’s Episcopal Church in Troy, NY, 
where he and Suzanne enjoyed worship and fellowship for more than 40 
years, and celebrated their daughters’ baptisms, confirmations and 
marriages. Over the years, he served as Senior Warden, Junior Warden, 
Vestry member and head of the Finance Committee. St. John’s parish held a 
very special place in Pat’s heart. 

Patrick will always hold a special place in our memories, and may his 
example of joyful service continue to inspire us. ✢  

Patrick J. Rielly 
(September 8, 1946 

to November 27, 2021) 
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CONTACT ST. JOHN’S  

Interim Parish Secretary 
Jennifer Firth  
Email: 
office@stjohnstroy.org 
 
The Reverend Canon 
Judith W. Malionek, Rector 
Email: 
rev.jmalionek@stjohnstroy.org 
 
Deacon Paul Carney 
Email: hamn2uzr@aol.com 
 

Deacon Amy Lewis 
Email: 
deaconamy@stjohnstroy.org 
 
Children’s Ministries 
Katherine Brillat 
Email: 
kbrillat@stjohnstroy.org 

These parish items are in the calendar: 
 

Candlelight Meditations, December 1, 8, 15, 22, 4 – 5 p.m. 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, December 4, 10 a.m. - Noon 
Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsals, December 5, 12, 19,  

after the 10 a.m. service 
Chime Concert, December 5, Noon 
DOK Meeting, December 7, 1:00 p.m. online and in-person 
Vestry Meeting, December 14, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Angel Tree, December 15, gifts due in office 
Christmas Memorial Flowers, December 15, requests due in office 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, January 8, 10 a.m. - Noon 
Parish Healing Conference, Jan. 8, 8:30 a.m. – 3:45 p.m. Christ the King 
Vestry Meeting, January 11, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Annual Parish Meeting, January 30, in the gym after the 10 a.m. service 
 

PLEASE NOTE:  
Watch for email messages from the office for details and other 
upcoming events. 
 

You will find other events at these websites: 
 

Cathedral of All Saints   
https://www.cathedralofallsaints.org/special-events 
  
Christ the King Center   https://ctkcenter.org/events 

ST. JOHN’S PARISH CALENDAR 
 

For the current version of our December Calendar: click here 
 

For the current version of our January Calendar: click here 

THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IS: 
 

To worship and glorify Jesus Christ,  
To proclaim God’s love joyously, and 
To serve the world through God’s grace. 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stjohnstroy.org 
 
 


