
  
 
 

 
 
 
 
Is there room in the inn for a child's life to begin? 
Is there room in your heart for a suffering servant king? 
Is there room in our lives to give you all honor and 

praise? 
Well come in, Jesus child, we want to make you some 
room. 

David McKeithen, Christmas Eve musical 1980,  
Sojourners Fellowship, Washington, DC 

 
As we enter the holy season of Advent, we might be anticipating a diminished 
Advent. At Saint John’s, we have canceled some of our beloved traditions. The 
goodies, crafts and grand visitor of Saint Nicholas Day, the Living Nativity and 
Open House at the Victorian Stroll: all have been stamped “back next year.” In 
our workplaces and neighborhoods we are foregoing the usual round of 
holiday gatherings; and in our families we may be planning for smaller 
groupings as well. 

In years when our schedules were stuffed, we might have asked ourselves, 
shouldn’t we be cutting back? Isn’t Christ getting lost in all of this? In the midst 
of this humbling year, let us be attentive to the opening that is before us. Our 
lives are roomier this Advent. I invite us to draw nearer to God, who humbled 
himself to be born into a lowly family in a little country 2000 years ago. He chose 
to come to us in the way that would be most irresistible to us, as a baby. So let 
us draw near him and say: come in, Jesus child, we want to make you some 
room. 

Mother Judith+ 
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“Our prayer is that the Holy 
Spirit continues to guide us 
and grow us as we seek 
new opportunities to share 
His love.” pg. 15 
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A Note from the Editor 
Happy Advent! I trust your postal 
carrier has delivered Mtr. Judith’s 
Advent Letter which describes 
many of the things to which we can 
look forward in the season ahead, 
including an Advent devotional. 
The devotional is titled, “God Bless 
Us, Every One!“ and is based on 

Charles Dickens’ A Christmas Carol. The story was 
written in 1843 and has touched the hearts of 
generation after generation ever since, as each of us 
can identify with Ebenezer Scrooge and his selfish 
tendencies and failings, his desire to change, and the 
relief and joy he experiences when he realizes that a 

new, transformed life is possible. Our old behaviors 
can be forgiven and put behind us and we can 
receive a new life filled with the gifts of hope, joy, 
love, and compassion, given freely and generously to 
us by Christ. What a blessing!  Let’s read this Advent 
devotional together, each day, and may God Bless 
Us, Every One! 

Jennifer Firth 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Worship Schedule for Christmas and the New Year 
 

 
Christmas Eve Holy Eucharist  
Thursday, Dec. 24    and Children’s Bell Choir 4:00 p.m.  in church & live stream (YouTube) 
 Chime Concert 9:30 p.m.  in church and live stream 
 Holy Eucharist  10:00 p.m.  in church and live stream 
 
Sunday, Dec. 27 Holy Eucharist Rite I 8:00 a.m.  in church 
 Holy Eucharist Rite II 10:00 a.m.  in church & live stream  
 
Sunday, Jan. 3 Holy Eucharist Rite I 8:00 a.m.  in church 
 Holy Eucharist Rite II 10:00 a.m.  in church & live stream 
 

  
All are welcome! To connect with a Zoom meeting, please contact the office.  
YouTube channel links are found on our website at Worship Online. 

Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a 
new and right spirit within me.  Psalm 51:10 

O Come, O Come, Emmanuel . . .  
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The Ministry of Flower Guild                                          Virginia Holland 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

St. John’s has one of the most beautiful altars, a gift to all of us—the flowers 
only add to its beauty! 
 
When I first started with the Flower Guild in the early sixties, I went to a class 
down in the Cathedral of All Saints in Albany. The woman who gave the 
class was from the National Cathedral in Washington, D.C. and was very 
helpful. Although flowers at the National Cathedral remain on their altar all 
week because they have so many visitors, we give our flowers away. 
 
The flowers can be given in memory of someone or of a special event, 
whatever you wish. We try to take the flowers after the service if one of our 
members is in the hospital or at home and unable to attend the service. We 
also take them to nursing homes or hospitals, which place them in a sitting 
room; the flowers have our card, saying they are from St. John’s Church, 
Troy. 
 
If you are interested in doing flowers, I am sure any member of the 
committee would be more than happy to help you. Members of the Flower 
Guild are: Linda Stancliffe, Robin Prout, Sonie Hunn, Liz Shanley, and 
Virginia Holland. 
 
Our prayers go out to our beloved chairperson, Chris Salmon, and her 
husband Richard, and all of their family. Please get well soon and come 
back to us. 
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Trunk-or-Treat                                                                        Katie Brillat 
 
Our parking lot was transformed on Halloween afternoon as decorated cars were arranged for our first 
Trunk-or-Treat event! Thanks to gorgeous weather, a fun-spirited group of parishioners, and lots of candy for 
our little guests, this new event was a great success.  St. John’s brought their A game!  Here are some of the 
highlights: (for all the pictures, please go to our website)  Photo credits: Ben Carlson, Jennifer Firth, Katie Brillat 
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Trunk-or-Treat  (continued)                                           
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Trunk-or-Treat  (continued)                                           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Thanks to all who decorated cars: Mother Judith, Lucinda Ballard, Jennifer and George Firth, Katie Galucci, 
Mizer Family, Linda Muller, Olivia Haynes and Evan Bollin, Robin Prout, Rem Family, Colleen Samler, Savage 
Family, Cindy and Tim Schmehl, Marissa Sheline and family, Kristen and Lydia Smith, Brian Thomson and 
family, Tara Mae Tobler and Ben Carlson. 
 

One Hundredth Birthday Celebration                                                                   
 
Martha Leckonby celebrated her One Hundredth Birthday on November 13, 2020 and was honored 
during the ten o-clock service on Sunday, November 15. 

Deacon Paul read several 
proclamations, and delivered 
his unique version of the 
“Happy Birthday” song. 
 
 

 
 

 
 

There were 100 votive lights 
scattered around the church. 
 

Martha’s family was 
able to join us! 
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A Look Back          
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Donna Rem 

Two events have long accompanied the 
Christmas season at St. John’s.  One is the 
annual Christmas Fair with its luncheon or 
dinner, depending upon the decade.   
 
Here is an example of the fair tables with     
Martha Leckonby and Elissa Prout selling 
their popular candies, preserves, and 
goodies.   
 
The other event etched in long-term memory        
is the Christmas Pageant with the children’s 
performances of recent years or the adult 
performances of the last century. 
 
 

Left- 1991 Sonie Hunn with sons, David and Henry 
Right- About 2006 
   Top Center- Vanessa A., Top Row- Aaron Q., Hannah H., Ivana A., Taramae T., Jeannie B., Devante H.                 
   2nd Row- Jenna Q., unsure, unsure, Zena D. 
   3rd Row- Evan S., Anthony T., Sam A., Jennifer R., Mikey Q., _Q., Nore-Onna, Rebecca R.   
   4th Row- Terah J., Mike H.  
   Bottom Row- Marcus, Zachary/Xavier M., Jimmy, Kyle S., Lydia S., Mary D., Victoria S., Ellie M. 
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A Look Back (continued)                                                             
/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The newspaper article is one from 
1968, however the photographs are 
from a pageant of a later date.   
 
Top- Lisa Thorn 
Bottom- Brian Thomson 
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A Look Back (continued)                                                             
 
The following passage is taken from a 1984 booklet titled, A SPECIAL TIME THAT WAS Recollections and 
Reminiscences of St. John’s Couples Club written and completed by Connie Bartow and Jane Huntley with much 
help from Sherry Pratt. 
 
                                                        THE PAGEANT 
 
A traditional Christmas extravaganza was presented as a gift to the community 
surrounding St. John’s Church every five or ten years. . . . Usually presented 
on the Sunday before Christmas . . . . Planning for this presentation began at 
least three months in advance. Many committees were formed to cover the 
separate and varied needs to make it a success.  
 
A costume committee kept a notebook of researched materials necessary to 
complete the traditional shepherd’s outfits, the angel wings, and the costumes 
of the individual cast members such as the innkeeper, censor, beggar, 
centurion, the Angel Gabriel, Mary, Joseph and the shepherd boys, and the 
three kings. This group of dedicated seamstresses worked many hours 
creating and carefully pressing each costume which was then carefully hung 
on a hangar. With the exception of the costumes for the three kings, which 
were loaned to us by the Masonic Lodge, all costumes were produced. . . .  
 
The properties committee built temporary shepherd’s “watches” in the four 
darkened corners of the church, including an imitation bonfire on each one. 
Candles were prepared for angels to carry. Blankets and extra people were 
placed in key positions to watch for accidental fire. (They were never used.) 
The staffs which the shepherds carried were rendered. Shortly before the 
special Sunday night of the production, a spotlight was installed on the large 
east window, which illuminated the picture of Jesus’ resurrection. . . .   
 
A committee planned, prepared, and served supper to the entire cast and all 
committee members on the evening of the production. . . . The make-up 
committee usually involved four or five persons who expertly placed beards 
on the many shepherds . . . . The music for the performance was primarily 
traditional, but occassionally a different carol was added, or a special solo 
included. But each time the familiar carols were repeated. The choristers were rehearsed for several weeks ahead 
by Wellington Stewart and Peter Mahigian who did the accompaniment on our excellent organ. A director was 
appointed each time. . . . The cast varied with each performance . . . . All had spoken parts or solos. On the 
performance day a dress rehearsal was held about four in the afternoon. Following this, everyone had supper in the 
gym, and then the individual make-up was applied. The actual performance started at eight o’clock and lasted for 
little more than an hour. . . .  

 
  

Can you identify these two wise 
men or the year? 
 
Any information left in the 
Archives Committee office mailbox 
will then be recorded with its 
photograph.  
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From the Deacon’s Den                                                                   
 
As I write this, I am sitting in my recliner, it’s mid-
November and we are anticipating Thanksgiving 
and Christmas.  What should we expect this year 
with the pending Covid-19 virus?  The Governor has 
suggested that we limit our home gatherings in the 
name of safety.  Such a tragedy, how do you limit 
fellowship for your loved ones?  I cannot help but 
think that the evil one has his hand in this.  With that 
said, we must look to the Lord for security, comfort 
and guidance.  We must anticipate the birth of the 
Christ Child who will give us hope for the coming 
new year.  Hope for a new beginning both here at 
St. John’s and in the world.  Hope that we can move 
on and prosper. Hope that we can resume what we  

had called “normal.”  Please don’t lose hope for we 
are in this together; Mother Judith and I are here for 
you, no matter what, no matter where, and no matter 
why.  I would like to close with my favorite Christmas 
poem. Please forgive me for submitting it again, but 
I love it that much.  Peace to you and your families 
and Merry Christmas and 
Happy New Year! 
 
Blessings!  ✢ 

Deacon Paul 

 
 
 
 

 
The Story of the Christmas Guest  

 

It happened one day at the year's white end,  
Two neighbors called on an old-time friend 

 
And they found his shop so meager and mean, 
Made merry with a thousand boughs of green, 

 
And Conrad was sitting with face a-shine 

When he suddenly stopped as he stitched a twine 
 

And said, "Old friends, at dawn today, 
When the cock was crowing the night away, 

 
The Lord appeared in a dream to me 

And said, 'I am coming your guest to be.' 
 

So I've been busy with feet astir, 
Strewing my shop with branches of fir, 

 
The table is spread and the kettle is shined 

And over the rafters the holly is twined, 
 

And now I will wait for my Lord to appear 
And listen closely so I will hear 

 
His step as He nears my humble place, 

And I open the door and look in His face." 
 

So his friends went home and left Conrad alone, 
For this was the happiest day he had known, 

 
For, long since, his family had passed away 
And Conrad has spent a sad Christmas Day. 

 

But he knew with the Lord as his Christmas guest 
This Christmas would be the dearest and best, 

 
And he listened with only joy in his heart. 

And with every sound he would rise with a start 
 

And look for the Lord to be standing there 
In answer to his earnest prayer 

 
So he ran to the window after hearing a sound, 
But all that he saw on the snow-covered ground 

 
Was a shabby beggar whose shoes were torn 
And all of his clothes were ragged and worn. 

 
So Conrad was touched and went to the door 

And he said, "Your feet must be frozen and sore, 
 

And I have some shoes in my shop for you 
And a coat that will keep you warmer, too." 

 
So with grateful heart the man went away, 

But as Conrad noticed the time of day 
 

He wondered what made the dear Lord so late 
And how much longer he'd have to wait, 

 
When he heard a knock and ran to the door, 

But it was only a stranger once more, 
 

A bent, old crone with a shawl of black, 
A bundle of kindling piled on her back.
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From the Deacon’s Den (continued)                                         
 

She asked for only a place to rest, 
But that was reserved for Conrad's Great Guest. 

 
But her voice seemed to plead, "Don't send me 

away 
Let me rest awhile on Christmas day." 

 
So Conrad brewed her a steaming cup 
And told her to sit at the table and sup. 

 
But after she left he was filled with dismay 

For he saw that the hours were passing away 
 

And the Lord had not come as He said He would, 
And Conrad felt sure he had misunderstood. 

 
When out of the stillness he heard a cry, 
"Please help me and tell me where am I." 

 
So again he opened his friendly door 

And stood disappointed as twice before, 
 

It was only a child who had wandered away 
And was lost from her family on Christmas Day. 

 
Again Conrad's heart was heavy and sad, 

But he knew he should make this little child glad, 
 

So he called her in and wiped her tears 
And quieted her childish fears. 

Then he led her back to her home once more 
But as he entered his own darkened door, 

 
He knew that the Lord was not coming today 
For the hours of Christmas had passed away. 

 
So he went to his room and knelt down to pray 
And he said, "Dear Lord, why did you delay? 

 
What kept You from coming to call on me, 
For I wanted so much Your face to see." 

 
When soft in the silence a voice he heard, 

"Lift up your head, for I kept My word 
 

Three times My shadow crossed your floor -- 
Three times I came to your lonely door -- 

 
For I was the beggar with bruised, cold feet, 

I was the woman you gave to eat, 
And I was the child on the homeless street. 

 
Three times I knocked and three times I came in, 

And each time I found the warmth of a friend. 
 

Of all the gifts, love is the best,  
And I was honored to be your Christmas Guest." 

 
 -- Helen Steiner Rice 

 

  

Thank you, Christiann           
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Christiann Gibeau, our fabulous office manager, was 
recently named director of the public library in Cohoes. 
Christiann had recently finished her Masters in Library and 
Information Science, and directing a library has long been 
a dream of hers. Congratulations to her and to the 
Cohoes Library for hiring such a talented director. 
Christiann will be staying on part-time to help with this 
transition as we search for a new office manager. We 
congratulate Christiann on her new opportunity! 
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Children and Youth Ministries                                        Katherine Brillat 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

St. John’s is blessing our neighborhood in yet another way.  It is called a 
“StoryWalk”™. 
StoryWalk® is an innovative and delightful way for children — and adults! — to enjoy reading and the 
outdoors at the same time. Laminated pages from a children's book have been attached to the iron fence 
along the walkway on First Street.  As folks stroll down the sidewalk, they will enjoy a timely children’s book 
that will change periodically.  Our first book is Tomie dePaola’s, “Look and be Grateful,” just in time for 
Thanksgiving!  My hope is to acquire permanent frames for each of the pages.  All ideas are welcome. ✢ 

-Katie 
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Interview with Bob Swanick                            

 
 

A: During my school years, I attended St. Mark’s 
Methodist Church through High School. 
 
Q: Did you ever leave the church? If so, what brought 
you back? 
A:  In college, I did not leave the church. Several of 
my classmates were Catholic and I joined them for 
Mass, but no confessions.   
 
Q: How long have you and Joyce worshipped at St. 
John’s? 
A: Joyce and I were married on August 1, 1959 and 
moved to Brunswick. We were part of the first faculty 
at the Tamarac Schools. We became friends with the 
Keeler family who invited us to St. John’s. The rest is 
history. Joyce was the first kindergarten teacher at St. 
John’s Day School. Our daughters, Kathleen, Carol, 
and Karen, were baptized at St. John’s. During their 
school years, they were involved in church activities, 
helping with dinners, fairs, and pageants; they also 
sang in the choir and were lectors. 
 
Q: You have been a part of St. John’s choir for many 
years.  What do you enjoy about singing in the 
choir? 
A: Music is a part of our lives.  Joyce plays piano very 
well and we both like to sing. We both have taught 
Sunday School, were active in the past Couple’s Club, 
been in Christmas Pageants, and Fairs. I have served 
on the Vestry.  
 

 

Q: You have put a smile on many a child’s face in 
your role as St. Nicholas at our annual fair.  Can you 
tell us a little about this experience? 
A: I think I was drafted to be St. Nicholas because only 
large people could wear the “uniform.” As an 
educator, I did a little “homework.”  Working with 
Katie is always a pleasure. 
 
Q: We’ve all been enduring the challenges of 
COVID-19 for many months now.  How has it 
affected you and your family? 
A: 2020 has been a year to remember. Joyce and I 
are doing well. We are following all the rules and 
regulations. “Doc” Lisa checks in, too. 
 
Q: What are your hobbies? 
A: Downhill skier for 50 years.  Kathy, my Doctor 
Daughter, took my skis away when I became 75, so I 
took up racquet ball and photography. 
 
Q: Is there something about you we don’t know that 
you’d like to share?  
A: I attended SUNY colleges, receiving my Bachelor 
of Science from Oswego and my Masters from 
Albany, to prepare me for my career in public 
education.  Altogether, I spent 62 years teaching:  15 
years in the Tamarac Schools; 18 years in 
Lansingburgh; and 29 years at Hudson Valley 
Community College.   
 
I also served in the Army Reserve during the Cold 
War, from July 1957 to April 1963, achieving the rank 
of Staff Sergeant in the 444th Engineer Company, in 
Schenectady. The Unit was called to active duty on 1 
October 1961 and assigned to the Granite City 
Engineering Depot until 19 August 1962. This span 
of time covered the Cuban Missile Crisis and the 
Berlin Blockade. 
 
I enjoy spending time outdoors and served as the first 
Recreation Director for the Town of Brunswick, served 
as NYS Hunter Safety Training Instructor, taught Red 
Cross Water Safety and Red Cross First Aid, and was 
a Ski Instructor. ✢ 
 
 
 

 
  

Q: Where did you grow up?  
A: I was born May 15, 1934 in 
Saratoga Hospital and 
baptized in the Catholic 
Church, St. Mary’s in Ballston 
Spa. I moved to 
Lansingburgh five years later. 
 
Q: What was your religious 
life like growing up? Were 
you “religious” as a child? 
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Daughters of the King                                                        Jennifer Firth                                            
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 
At the October 2020 meeting of the Daughters of the King, St. John’s Holy 
Spirit Chapter celebrated its 15th Anniversary. The Chapter was formed on 
October 3, 2005, with nine founding members. God has blessed the Chapter 
with growth these past several years—in our walk with Him, one another, and 
those we serve; in our prayer lives; and in membership as we now have 
nineteen Daughters in the Chapter. Ten Daughters and Mtr. Judith were able 
to gather for this celebration.  

The Daughters met in the Thompson Room, where their temperatures were 
taken and their names recorded. They then proceeded to the church to 
participate in a Service of Rededication, where vows initially made at the 
Service of Admission were renewed. Next, Mtr. Judith was installed as our 
Chaplain. After many years of faithful ministry to us as our Chaplain, Deacon 
Sandy stepped down from this role. We are grateful for the ways she 
nurtured, challenged, and inspired us. We are also grateful that Mtr. Judith 
accepted the call to be our next Chaplain and we look forward to her spiritual 
guidance. 

A Service for the Installation of Officers followed: Cindy Tysiak was installed 
as President, Linda Muller as Vice-President, Elissa Prout as Treasurer, and 
Lois Hodkinson as Secretary. We appreciate the willingness of these women 
to serve in this way. A Service of Holy Eucharist followed, celebrated by Mtr. 
Judith.  

Our meetings are open to all women in the church. If you have an interest in 
learning more about the Daughters of the King, please contact Cindy Tysiak 
(cintys2@aol.com) or Linda Muller (lmuller2@nycap.rr.com).  ✢ 

St. John’s Daughters 
chapter—The 

Daughters of the 
Holy Spirit—presently 

conduct their 
monthly meetings via 

Zoom. The next 
meeting will be 

Monday,  
December 7 at  

6:30 p.m. You are 
welcome to join us. 

Installed Officers:  Elissa Prout, Lois Hodkinson,  Others in attendance:  Ann Parker, Mtr Judith  
Cindy Tysiak, Linda Muller  Malionek, Carol Daniel, Therese Duvil, Robin Prout,  
 Jennifer Firth, Judi Goyer 
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A Reflection on the Bread and Pantry Ministries            Carol Daniel 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

The seeds for the St. John’s Bread and Pantry Ministry were planted more than 
ten years ago when the members of the Daughters of the King were inspired 
to offer hospitality to Saturday morning Thrift Shop patrons by providing hot 
beverages on cold winter days. Over the years, it had grown into a vibrant 
community outreach ministry. Every Saturday morning from 9:00 to noon, St. 
John’s welcomed visitors from all around the Troy area. The Thompson Room 
was lively with conversation, as Bible Study and yummy refreshments were 
enjoyed, and Panera bread and bagels were always available to take home. In 
addition, our Food Pantry was open on the last Saturday of the month for 
anyone needing assistance.  
 
Relationships had grown and deepened over the years, and every week 
seemed to bring someone new through our doors. Unfortunately, as Covid-
19 threatens, we have had to put our in-person ministries on “pause.” We are 
finding new ways to continue to serve and support our community until we 
can once again come together. 
 
Volunteers continue to pick up the Panera Bread donation every Friday night. 
It is being shared with area food pantries including Agape Apostolic Church 
of Redemption, the Troy Street Soldiers and a Presbyterian Church in Valatie. 
Monetary contributions have been made to Troy Area United Ministries, 
Roarke Center, Joseph’s House, Troy Boys and Girls Club and the Agape 
Church. The St. John’s Pantry, through the parish office, provides provision to 
anyone seeking assistance. 
 
We continue in the hope that we will soon be able to joyfully and safely gather 
together in person. In the meantime, we strive to serve our friends, neighbors 
and community by finding ways that allow us to answer God’s call to serve our 
brothers and sisters. Our prayer is that the Holy Spirit continues to guide us 
and grow us as we seek new opportunities to share His love.  ✢ 
 

 

 
 
Emergency pantry 
bags ready to be 
picked up. 
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Baptism of Skylar Angela Lynn Sheline                        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
  

”. . .  grow in the 

grace and 

knowledge of our 

Lord and Savior 

Jesus Christ.” 

2 Peter 3: 18 

Skylar with parents and Godparents. 

We were delighted to be able to gather in person and online on 
November first to celebrate this baptism, the first since we reopened. 

We receive you into the household of God. Confess the faith 
of Christ crucified, proclaim his resurrection, and share with 
us in his eternal priesthood. 

Book of Common Prayer, page 299  

Mother Judith with Skylar and her mother, Marissa.  
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Memories of Bishop Love             
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
unn 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  

The Oaks of Righteousness Chapel 
Dedication, March 17, 2017 

~Jennifer Firth The Spiritual Life Center Columbarium 
One of Bishop Love’s longstanding desires was to have a 
columbarium at the Christ the King Center. Deacon Bill and I were 
privileged to work closely with him on the design and construction of 
the columbarium project at the Christ the King Center. 
 
Arrangements for the entire project were made through Don 
Waldbillig – a long time construction engineer with the Swyer family 
businesses with whom I had worked for many years. Dons’ passion is 
church architecture, thus his desire to donate his time and talent to 
this project. 
 
We worked closely with Bishop Love to bring this project to fruition. 
We chose the site which overlooks the valley to the Convent of the 
Sisters of St. Mary’s. Don coordinated the construction phase; 
Deacon Bill and I travelled to the Rock of Ages Quarry in 
Graniteville, VT to bring back samples of the granite for Bishop 
Love’s selection for the columbarium. The entire project was totally 
consuming for many months as landscaping, new access to the 
Healing Center, Fountain, and the Memorial Garden area were part 
of the project, and all of which required the Bishop’s approval. The 
columbarium was completed and dedicated by Bishop Love on 
October 6, 2012. 
 
As we look back on this project, it was a labor of love – no pun 
intended! As we worked so closely on all facets of the construction, 
we really became family as we watched the emergence of an Eternal 
Resting Place for our brothers and sisters in Christ. 

~Deacon Sandy Tatem 

Bishop Love Installation Day, February 1, 2007 ~ Dave Hunn 
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Memories of Bishop Love (continued)           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

Here is a picture of the Bishop from October 26, 2008 
when he visited St. John's. He was greeting each of the 
children on the steps leading up to the chancel and Linda 
Stevens snapped this shot of him and Kyle Smith 
embracing.  ~Lois Hodkinson 
 

Church School kids created a stole with their handprints in shades of 
purple. As each hand was laid on the stole, a prayer was sent up for 
him.   ~Katie Brillat  
 

Although I started the Deaconate Program under Bishop Herzog, I was ordained by Bishop Love in May of 2009, so he 
has been my Bishop for the last eleven years.  Many people don't realize that deacons work for the Bishop and not 
the individual parish.  As I look back, I can tell you he has been a wonderful boss.  He has also been a phenomenal 
spiritual person in my life. The day I was ordained, Deacon Sandy and Bill threw me a party at their house and I was 
honored to have him attend.  I would imagine that there were several parties that day and he chose to celebrate with 
me.  Needless to say, I was very touched that day! I was equally surprised the day I took my last walk as a Police 
Officer.  As I emerged from the Chief's office to greet my fellow officers, there was Bishop Bill among the crowd. I 
was dumbfounded that he would take the time from his busy day to honor me with his presence.  He chose me 
several times to attend him at convention, and also had a hand in appointing me as Presiding Bishop Michael Curry's 
attendant at convention.  When Marilyn was sick and in the hospital, once again he showed up and spent a long time 
with her, along with sending her flowers.  No words can express my respect for this man.  I was deeply saddened the 
day he announced his retirement.  He will always be a monumental person in my life. 

~Deacon Paul 
 

Bishop Love never asked to be Bishop. While some priests actively campaign for such things, Bishop Love never did. 
When the call came to him, he was at a clergy retreat where he was asked, as a last-minute substitute, to celebrate 
the Eucharist. As he looked out at his fellow clergy, the words came to him, “this is your new congregation.”  He 
asked that the cup pass him by. When the time soon came to elect a new Bishop, people came to him and asked if 
they could nominate him. He turned them down twice before saying yes. And yet he took on the task with singular 
devotion. 
 
Bishop Love has always been pastorally attentive, especially to his clergy. While we were still in Washington, DC, 
Tom, recently ordained as a priest of the Diocese of Albany, told him on the phone that our son had asked that we 
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Fr. Steve Schlossberg Institution as Rector, 
January 8, 2012.  ~Dave Hunn 
 

Mother Judith Malionek Institution as Rector, 
February 1, 2019.    ~Dave Hunn 
 

remain in Washington two more years so he could finish high school. Bishop Love said that of course this would be 
important. He then asked to speak to me, the wife and mom, and assured me that he supported our decision to 
delay our coming to the diocese for the sake of our son. 
 

By the time we arrived here, I had quietly finished 20 out of the 30 courses required for an MDiv, without any kind 
of diocesan approval. This should have been more problematic. But Bishop Love spent hours with me, discerning my 
vocation, putting me through the diocesan ordination processes, making sure that I had mentored ministry that met 
the requirements of my seminary as well as the diocese.  After I was ordained, he still took great care with me. He 
spoke with me at length when my father died. While I could have been called immediately to a small, struggling 
parish, he gave me the opportunity to be guided by a gifted mentor in an established parish, which ultimately 
prepared me for this amazing parish in which I now find myself. I could not be more grateful! 
 

At the clergy retreat, Bishop Love broke down and wept. It was his final Eucharist with his priests. He has loved us 
well. I imagine we all have stories to tell about how he nurtured us in our vocations and our personal lives. We have 
all gone through unrepeatable time with him. I look forward to the bishop whose heart God is now preparing, but 
with the fondest of memories for Bishop Love.  ~Mother Judith 

St. John’s Vestry, 2008 
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Adult Christian Education                                              Mother Judith 
 

New Opportunity on Wednesday Evenings in 2021 
I am excited to announce that beginning January 
13, at 7 p.m., we will have an Adult Christian 
Education series on Zoom. These evenings will have 
some variety. We are kicking this off with a book 
discussion, led by Rene McGovern, on Francis 
Collins’ book, The Language of God (see below). 

The following week will begin a series on our 
Anglican tradition. I will approach this historically, 
beginning with the planting of the church in 
England during the time of the Roman Empire. It 
seems to me that our tradition is like a fertile field 
on a flood plain. Periodically the holy river 
overflows its banks, leaving behind a life-giving, 
rich deposit — expressed in holy reforms, spiritual 
writings, beautiful music, missionary activity, new 
institutions, and glorious architecture. All of these 

deposits continue to influence how we worship and 
live in community as part of the global Anglican 
Communion. This series will be in a 
lecture/discussion format.  

The Anglicanism series will be interspersed by 
some seasonal celebrations, such as Ash 
Wednesday and Holy Week, a book discussion 
every couple of months, and an occasional guest 
speaker or short film pertinent to the series. Please 
watch the mid-week e-blasts for links, and join us for 
some engaging discussion. And if you have never 
accessed Zoom, you are not alone; many 
parishioners have been there before you, and have 
learned to use this tool successfully. Please give the 
office a call, and we will do all that we can to make 
sure that you are able to join us. ✢ 

 

Book Discussion on January 13, 2021 
Come join us for a Zoom discussion of the New York Time’s bestseller, The Language of 
God, by Francis S. Collins. Dr. Collins is the current head of the National Institute of Health 
(NIH) and the physician-geneticist who led the Human Genome Project. Subtitled, “A 
Scientist Presents Evidence For Belief,” the blurb describes the book in this way: Dr. 
Collins makes his case for God and for science. . . . He explains his own journey from 
atheism to faith and then takes the readers for a stunning tour of modern science to show 
that physics, chemistry, and biology can all fit together with belief in God and the Bible.  

This book is available in traditional print, electronically, and in audio book, and should be a wonderful way 
to begin a new year of hope through faith in both God and science. Watch for the e-mail blast announcing 
meeting details! ✢ 

Rene McGovern 
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We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.stjohnstroy.org 

These parish items are in the calendar: 
 

Candlelight Meditations, December 2, 9, 16, 5 – 6 p.m. 
Victorian Stroll, December 6, 11:30 a.m. Chime Concert 
Virtual Coffee Hour, December 6, 11:30 a.m. Chime Concert live- 

streamed 
Vestry Meeting, December 8, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Angel Tree Gifts deadline to office, December 15, 8:30 a.m. to noon 
Virtual Coffee Hour, January 3, 11:45 a.m. via Zoom 

 … view a slide show, “From Our Home to Yours”  
Vestry Meeting, January 12, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
St. John’s Annual Parish Meeting, January  31, 11:30 a.m. 

 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Watch for email messages from the office for details and other 
upcoming events. 
 
You will find other events at these websites: 
Cathedral  https://www.cathedralofallsaints.org/special-events 
  
Christ the King   https://ctkcenter.org/events 
  
Christ the King is offering a virtual (and in-person) Advent Retreat, "A Light 
in the Darkness," Friday, Dec. 4 from 2 p.m. to 5pm and Saturday, Dec. 5 
from 9 a.m. to noon.  (Details in the link above.) 
 

ST. JOHN’S PARISH CALENDAR 
 
For the current version of our December Calendar: click here 
 
For the current version of our January Calendar: click here 

THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IS: 
 

TO WORSHIP AND GLORIFY JESUS CHRIST,  
TO PROCLAIM GOD’S LOVE JOYOUSLY, AND 
TO SERVE THE WORLD THROUGH GOD’S GRACE 


