
  
 
 

 
 
 
The domestic church—what we do at home to cultivate 
our life in Christ—has been given increased recognition 
over the last few decades. This has been given special 
attention in the literature of children’s ministry and 
teen ministry, but it applies to all of us. Especially 
during these years of the coronavirus pandemic, what 
we have done at home to pray, study, serve, and 
worship have been essential to our lives in Christ. 

This involves the sanctification of time and space. In 
many of our homes, we have signs of our faith: a cross 
and religious art on the wall, a place by our favorite chair where we keep a 
prayer book and devotional reading. Katie Brillat encouraged families to create 
a prayer corner: an accessible low table or windowsill, covered by a cloth that 
changes colors with the liturgical season, on which would be such items as a 
cross, a Bible, a prayer card, a plant. 

We may also sanctify time throughout the day and the liturgical seasons: a 
blessing to thank God for every meal, morning prayers when we give our day 
to God, evening prayers when we reflect on the day. In our Advent mailing, we 
included a bookmark, “Recipe for a Peaceful Night,” which suggests that 
families light a candle, say one of the beautiful evening prayers from our 
tradition, read a Christian book together, talk about the book, reflect together 
on their day, and close with another lovely night prayer from the Prayer Book. 
Time is also sanctified as we observe liturgical seasons, lighting the Advent 
wreath, supporting one another as we give up or add on things for Lent, and 
gathering for religious holidays. 

I hope that everyone’s domestic church is fed by our life at St. John’s, and that 
the riches of everyone’s domestic church are enjoyed when we gather. 

. Mother Judith+ 
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A Note from the Editor 
As April begins, we find ourselves in the fourth week of Lent. No longer do the reading of the Decalogue each 
Sunday and the words of our Rite I liturgy feel foreign. Rather, they have become comfortable and familiar, 
and we find that our worship is forming and shaping us. This is also true of our Lenten disciplines: the new 
practices we are engaged in are changing us. Perhaps you have attended one of St. John’s Friday candlelight 
vigils, participated in a Lenten study, listened to the Archbishop of Canterbury’s series on prayer, attended a 
Friday Fish Fry Dinner, or intensified a commitment to pray, give, or detach from something. No doubt these 
practices are bearing Kingdom fruit. 

One of the ways God is blessing our community this Lent is through our Lenten devotional, Uniquely Luke. In 
January, we imagined that instead of offering one of the Lenten devotionals available for purchase, we might 
create our own. We thought a devotional written by the people of St. John’s would offer a way to become 
familiar with one another in a new way. So, we invited members of our community to write a reflection on a 
passage from the Gospel of Luke.   

Although this invitation was made with some apprehension, Uniquely Luke has born much Kingdom fruit. Folks 
eagerly volunteered to write a reflection on a passage. Before they wrote, they committed to a time of 
preparation as they researched and contemplated what to write. Many shared the unexpected joy this time of 
intentional study and solitude produced. After publication, we read the reflections together, sharing joy and 
delight as we experienced the poignant offerings as a community. It seems all the activities surrounding the 
devotional were Lenten—from its creation in solitude to its enjoyment in community. May this new practice also 
become comfortable and familiar as it forms and changes us. ✢ 

Jennifer Firth 
 
 

 

  

Schedule for Holy Week and Easter Liturgies 
 
Palm Sunday, April 10, 8:00 a.m. and 10:00 a.m.  
Maundy Thursday, April 14, 7:00 p.m.  
Good Friday, April 15, Stations of the Cross, noon 
Good Friday, April 15, 7:00 p.m.  
Easter Sunday, April 17, 9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m. 
 

Both Easter services, Palm Sunday 10:00 a.m. service, and all evening services  
will be livestreamed. 
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A Reflection on Doing the Lord’s Work                   Maggie Hasslacher 
 

As we move through Lent and toward the Easter 
season, I am contemplating what it means to do the 
Lord’s work. St. Paul writes in his first letter to the 
Corinthians that it is required of stewards to be 
trustworthy (4:2). To that end, your vestry, wardens, 
treasurer, and finance committee have been at work 
these last several weeks meeting with a CPA firm on 
an annual audit and reviewing our internal controls. 
Now, you may wonder why I am telling you of this—or 
even why we are going to the trouble. 

I tell you this so that you are aware that we are working 
diligently on your behalf, and so that you are assured 
of the transparency of actions now and in the past. 
Those working on your behalf recognize the honor 
and responsibility of managing the church’s funds 
and being good and faithful stewards of this charge. 

St. Paul also wrote that “each one of us will give an account of himself to God.” (Romans 14:12) 

Our work with the auditors is like that. They have been reviewing the facts and verifying them 
through outside bodies (for example, what does the bank or investment firm say our balance is—not 
just what do WE say it is). The outcome will be an impartial review of our processes, so we can say 
with assurance that we are doing things in a certain way, not just because it’s the way it has always 
been done, but because it is following best practices. (As a bookkeeper, I really like that!) 

Lent is a time of Prayer . . . Fasting . . . and Almsgiving. Or, in other words: Pray, Fast, Serve. 

When the auditor has completed this year’s audit, we will be able to appreciate the good and faithful 
service of your leaders. We can thank God for the provision He makes and has made for this ministry. 
And we can rest assured that our finances are being managed in the best way—and using best 
practices.  

Praying for a Holy Lent and a joyous Easter-tide! ✢ 
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Highlights from the Parish Leadership Conference             
 
The Parish Leadership Conference was a diocesan-
wide Zoom meeting held on March 19, 2022. The 
program included Morning Prayer, a sermon, 
breakout sessions, a question-and-answer session 
with Assisting Bishop Michael Smith, and an update 
from the Bishop Profile and Search Committee. A 
first highlight was Dean Brad Jones’ sermon, 
“Behold, how good and pleasant it is when brothers 
and sisters can live in unity.” Unity, he said, is not 
compromise, nor is it meeting in the middle, nor 
endless debate. It is meeting at the cross. In the 
shadow of the cross, no one has the right to be 
right. Rather, we can be patient with the sins of 
others and address our own. 

Following this address were 
breakout sessions. Most of what 
was shared in the breakout 
sessions indicated that we are all 
dealing with the same challenges 
throughout the diocese. What 

unites us is that, despite our differences, we trust in 
God and allow God to lead us through these. 

Another highlight was the Q&A with Bishop Michael 
Smith, who is serving as Assisting Bishop until we 
elect our next bishop. He took his lunch hour during 
a national meeting of the House of Bishops down in 
Texas to be with us and answer our questions. 

He commended to all of us the diocesan norms that 
he discovered were in place here (see next page).  

They have been adopted for all diocesan-level 
meetings and the bishop commends them for all 
gatherings throughout the diocese. He urged us, 
when we are together, to listen, be gentle, expect 
the best of one another, enjoy meals and 
fellowship—and resist the temptation to win 
arguments. 

Bishop Smith said that whenever he is at a meeting 
of bishops, whether regionally, nationally, or 
internationally, he is always asked by other bishops, 
“How are they doing in the Diocese of Albany?” 
Bishop Smith’s sense is that there is a lot of sadness 
and grieving here over how things have gone both 
recently and in the past. But he sees many reasons 
for hope here.  

On the one hand, we have a beautiful gothic 
cathedral downtown, embracing urban ministry 
and reaching out to state government. But we also 
have the Christ the King Center—a rural resource, 
with its healing ministry, a friendly convent across 
the way, a youth camp and retreat center on a large 
campus. It is unusual to find such urban and rural 
contrasts in one diocese. Our diocese has been full 
of surprises. In AuSable there is a majority Jamaican 
congregation. Near Massena, he visited a Native 
American reservation (Bishop Smith belongs to a 
Native American tribe). A lively faith is palpable 
throughout the diocese. From what he has 
witnessed, he believes we are poised to be a big 
tent diocese, with a place for everyone. ✢ 

 Mother Judith+ and Lois Hodkinson, Junior Warden 
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Highlights from the Parish Leadership Conference   (continued)      
 

Norms for Diocese of Albany Gatherings—Summary 

General norms for Diocesan gatherings:  
• Begin and end in prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to guide and bless our conversations.  
• Put God first.  
• Love my neighbor as myself.  
• Listen carefully and respond with well thought-out statements.  
• Assume positive intent and avoid passing judgment and personalizing differences.  
• Accept that opinions may change.  
• Respect the dignity of every human being and value every voice.  
• Use “I” statements. (i.e. “I feel uncomfortable,” rather than “you are making me feel uncomfortable.”) 
• Seek first to understand the viewpoint of others rather than to be understood for my viewpoint.  
• Offer successive conversations, if necessary, to achieve beneficial and mutual understandings to help 

the parties go through the journey of reconciliation together, experience the pain, and come out 
together on the other side.  

• Respect confidentiality. (What is spoken between individuals or within a group is not shared with 
others.)  

• Avoid political jabs.  
• Speaking and acting so that we build up and support one another. "Speaking the truth in love, we will 

grow to become in every respect the mature body of him who is the head, that is, Christ."  
Ephesians 4:15 (NIV)  

• Should I find, myself engaged in conflict with another member of the Diocese of Albany or in my duties 
to represent the Diocese of Albany that I am unable to resolve directly with the other party(s), I commit 
to following the procedures and behaviors outlined as "healthy" in the Diocese of Albany Covenant of 
Community.  

 
Meeting-Specific norms:  
In addition to the general norms, the following norms apply to meetings:  

• Begin and end in prayer, inviting the Holy Spirit to guide and bless our conversation.  
• Respect the meeting timeline by starting and ending on time.  
• Appoint a facilitator for the meeting.  
• Come to the table with a reconciling heart.  
• Allow one person to speak at a time, without interruption.  
• Speak for 2-minutes or less (with grace) so everyone has a chance to speak.  
• Eliminate distractions (turn-off cell phones, email, etc.) 

For the complete document, please go to: EDOA-Norms-for-small-groups-10.2021.pdf 
(albanyepiscopaldiocese.org). 
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The Basement on First Street                                             Cindy Tysiak 
 

St. John’s thrift shop has continued to be extremely busy every Wednesday 
and Saturday from 9:00 a.m. to noon. All our profits go to local mission 
outreach. We continue to receive many used items, but also brand-new and 
still-tagged clothing items. 

At this time of year, we distribute to our designated local missions the 
proceeds from shop sales. This year we have collected our new tagged 
clothing and contributed them to St. Nicholas Ukrainian Catholic Church in 
Watervliet for their distribution to address the plight of refugees from war-torn 
Ukraine. 

Our other disbursements include: 
 

YWCA --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- $840 
TAUM --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- $540 
Capital Roots  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- --- $540 
Joseph‘s House  --- --- --- --- --- --- --- $900 
Salvation Army-Troy Temple Corps  $1,140 
Sunnyside Child Development Center $600 
Capital City Rescue Mission, Albany $250 
Sidewalk Warriors Troy --- --- --- --- --- $450 

 
Because everyone has been so generous in donating to us, we have been able 
to have a two-week sale on clothing at a cost of $2.00 a bag (instead of our 
usual $4.00 price). We will have a “surprise sale” on April 2, pantry day—all 
customers will receive two free bags of clothing and one coat. This sale is in 
thanks to our steady customers, and to help us prepare for our over-
abundance of spring and summer stock. 
 
We urge everyone to visit us—as a customer noted, we are the best kept secret 
in the area! We are grateful to everyone for their generous contributions and 
for buying from us. ✢ 
 
 

  

While we are grateful for 
your donations, we 
CANNOT accept certain 
items that do not sell (or 
cannot be sold due to 
health/safety issues) such as: 

Books (except cookbooks); 

CDs/DVDs/VHS tapes;  

Large appliances/electronics 
(small ones such as radios, 
toasters, blenders are 
welcome); 

Medical Equipment – 
walkers, braces, crutches, 
and similar;  

Used or opened 
cosmetics/bath/beauty items; 

Infant items that have 
potential safety recalls or 
expiration dates (car seats, 
playpens, strollers). 
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Update: Profile & Search Committee for the Tenth Bishop of Albany    
 
On Friday, March 11, the Profile and Search Committee met at Christ the King Center for a “Mini Retreat.” 
Despite the shortened length of the gathering—a snowstorm was imminent—important work toward preparing 
a Diocesan profile was accomplished.   

The preliminary results of the online Diocesan Survey, which closed that day, were reviewed. When the final 
results are tabulated, the information will be shared and incorporated into the Diocesan profile.  

The Committee reviewed and finalized plans for the structured Listening Sessions to be held throughout the 
diocese. The Listening Sessions follow the online Survey and are intended to provide an opportunity for 
parishioners and clergy of the diocese to gather and share their hopes, dreams, concerns, and thoughts as 
part of the work to finalize the profile to be used in the search for our next Bishop. These meetings are open 
to everyone in the diocese, and pre-registration is required.  

A session in the Capital District will take place Saturday, April 30, 10 a.m.—noon  
at the Cathedral of All Saints, Albany. You can register here. 

The Committee spent some time reflecting on its makeup and mission:  a group called together as a 
microcosm of the Episcopal Diocese of Albany—representative of the entire flock—seeking to help discern our 
next shepherd, the Tenth Bishop of Albany, and striving to model a process characterized by grace, open 
sharing, tenderness toward one another, and hope for our future together. 

The next Profile and Search Committee is scheduled for May 14, 2022. 

 
May together we pray these words, found in our “Prayer in a Time of Transition”: 
 

Incline our hearts to do your will, and so direct us in your ways that the leader you are 
raising up to be our Bishop will find here joyful disciples, making disciples, united in 
faith, unflagging in hope, and steeped in mutual charity. 

 
This we ask in the name of Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 
Jennifer Firth 

[Jennifer is an elected member of the committee.] 

  



 
8 ST. JOHN’S HERALD 

Interview with Brian Thomson                             
Q: Where did you grow up?  
A: I was born in Scotland and 
lived there until I was eight. My 
family emigrated to America 
aboard the ocean liner HMS 
Queen Elizabeth (I have a 
painting of it on my wall). We 
had taken a train from Dundee 
to London and sailed from 
Liverpool. The voyage took 
five days and my dad said we 

were in steerage, so that’s why it seemed longer. 
The biggest thrill of the trip was standing at the rail 
as we entered New York Harbor and seeing the 
Statue of Liberty in all its glory. It’s an image that will 
always stay in my memory. From there, I grew up in 
Springfield, Massachusetts and inherited all the 
liberal attributes of that state. 
 
Q: What was your religious life like growing up? 
Were you “religious” as a child? 
 A: In Scotland, we attended St. Mary’s Presbyterian 
Church. My dress up for church was a kilt, sporran, 
and jacket. After arrival in the USA, we attended a 
Congregational Church with our sponsoring 
relatives, my aunt and cousin. On my first Christmas 
here, I was asked to sing the Scottish version of 
“Away in a Manger” with my Scottish brogue at the 
time. We attended church regularly, but I don’t recall 
being overly religious. I did like to go every Sunday. 
 
Q: Did you ever leave the church?  If so, what 
brought you back? 
A: I did leave St. John’s for a brief time due to 
personal matters, but soon found a need to return. 
My friends at St. John’s were very supportive and I 
became more involved. 
 
Q: How long have you worshipped at St. John’s and 
what brought you here? What keeps you here? 
A: My first encounter with St. John’s was with Father 
Seymour Flynn to have my infant daughter Jenny 
baptized in 1976. Bob Montgomery, a coworker at 
Manning Paper made the suggestion. Gradually, I 
became more involved as the years went by. There 
was so much going on, and I found myself in a 
wonderful community of people. 

There was the Couples Club where we were 
Presidents, the Youth Group that we shepherded on 
a train trip to Chicago, a memorable white-water 
rafting excursion I experienced with Mike Hanna (we 
only lost one kid, but we got him back!), a wet 
weekend at a campground with the same group, 
and, lest I forget, the elaborate Annual Christmas 
Pageant where I played Joseph and Lisa Thorn was 
Mary. At that time, I was in the choir, on the 
Properties Committee, and served my first terms as 
a vestry member. 
 
Q: Can you tell us about your employment before 
you retired? 
A: After time in the Navy, I got my degrees from 
University of Massachusetts, Amherst and taught 
Engineering and Drafting at SUNY Adirondack. I 
then found an engineering position at Manning 
Paper Co. in Green Island, where I became the 
Engineering Manager. I finished my career as the 
Director of Environment, Health & Safety for the 
Lydall Corporation. I retired in 2012 after thirty-nine 
years there. 
 
Q: Since retirement, you’ve kept yourself very busy. 
Can you tell us about some of the ways you 
volunteer? Some of the projects you’ve helped with? 
A: Bill Daniel proposed me to the TAUM board 
where I served two terms and have stayed involved 
ever since. I currently pick up Hannaford-donated 
groceries and help to distribute them through their 
weekly food pantry. I worked on their building 
addition and help out with repairs occasionally. 
Presently, I am on the vestry, and recently Dave 
Hunn asked me to co-chair the Properties 
Committee. My wife, Shirley, is a life-long member 
at Zion UCC in Tabortan, and I help her out at their 
Tabortan Church Annual Festival each August. 
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Interview with Brian Thomson   (continued)                          
Q: What are your hobbies? What do you like to do 
for fun? 
A: I enjoy carpentry and repairing things. I enjoy 
drafting up a project, researching a list of materials, 
and then shopping for them at the Home Depot or 
True Value. Hardware stores can be fun places to be, 
but our annual travels to Aruba are more enjoyable 
and have become a family event where I get to see 
grandkids having fun. 

Q: Is there something about you we don’t know that 
you’d like to share? 
A: Our recent trips to Europe have been wonderful. 
Carol and Bill Daniel introduced us to river cruises; 
we have seen Paris, the Rhine, and Portugal. I 
returned to Scotland two years ago for an 
emotional trip that was very special.  ✢ 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Where IS This?             
 

 Answer to last month’s puzzle: 

 
. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 Can you find this in the church  

somewhere? 
If you find it, what is it for? 
 
Please share your findings with 
George Richardson at  
gpr@albany.edu 
 
 
 
 
 

  

The “Mary Magdalene” 
window is the first on 
the left aisle, closest to 
the baptistry. 
 
She is shown drying 
Jesus's feet with her 
hair (although no 
Gospel names her in 
this incident).  
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A Look Back                                                                        Donna Rem 
 
History of St. John’s Church Buildings – Part IV, The Third Quarter of the 20th Century 

A long-lasting result of St. John’s activities during World War II was the organization of a chapel in Latham, 
authorized by Bishop Oldham. Beginning in 1943, services were held in a room at the S.W. Pitts Hose Company 
on Old Loudon Road. After the war and the end of gas rationing, the Latham congregation continued to grow and 
in 1951 moved to a larger space at the Colonie Grange. By 1954, they had oversubscriptions for a new building; the 
cornerstone was laid by Bishop Barry, and the building consecrated as St. Matthew’s Church. The building was 
designed by Harrison & Mero and cost approximately $40,000. Three years later, a church school wing was added. 
In 1961, St. John’s suburban satellite that began as the Latham Chapel was able to set forth on its own. In 1958, the 
Rev. Burnham and the vestry had perceived another need in West Sand Lake and established a mission there. 
However, the size of that congregation failed to support a continuing mission and it ended in 1965. 

After the demolition of the 1889 rectory in 1936, the church once more had to rent a rectory. During the Reverend 
Blandy’s four-year tenure, the rectory moved from the 1697 Tibbits Avenue address to 157 Pawling Avenue and 
then to 23 Myrtle Avenue. The vestry next purchased a house at 30 Hawthorne Street to be ready with a rectory for 
the arrival of the new rector, Bradford Burnham in 1944. Nearly a decade later, its remaining mortgage was 
generously paid by the warden, Mr. Thompson. That same year, Miss Josephine Hare’s home at 17 Locust Avenue 
was bestowed to the church. Purchase of a new rectory had been under consideration since 1951, and after serious 
debate, it was decided to sell the Hawthorne Street property and to use the earnings to renovate the Hare house to 
be the rectory. Miss Hare had also designated money for iron railings for the church’s north and south front 
entrances; they were installed in 1955. 

In 1953, the need for major repairs to the organ had become apparent, but the estimated cost of $37,000 - $38.000 
was overwhelming. As a memorial to her four brothers, Miss Nellie Cluett commissioned the Aeolian-Skinner 
Organ Company to build a new instrument. A modified organ screen was designed by parishioner Graham Williams 
and decorated with medallions designed by Mrs. Burnham and carved by the Rev. Theodore Haydn. The organ 
was dedicated on Armistice Day (Veteran’s Day) in 1956. H. Wellington Stewart, the church organist and 
choirmaster gave the initial recital that evening. 

Church attendance was notably impacted as the general 
population and members of the congregation moved into the 
suburbs during the 1950s. In an effort to bolster Church School 
attendance, an experimental bus system was used between 1953 
and 1959. To combat declining numbers, several ideas were 
under discussion. Mr. Burnham urged the vestry to act boldly and 
a capitol fund drive for $200,000 was initiated in 1958 with three 
goals: to build a larger parish house, to provide adequate parking, 
and to redecorate the church. Using the advice of professional 
fund-raisers and headed by the warden, Chester Millhouse, the 
three-year drive raised $194,367. Each of the church 
organizations participated in money-raising projects. A 
noteworthy undertaking, apart from Jello-mold parties, was the 
Couple’s Club Carnival held on a lot at Pawling and Spring 
Avenues in the summer of 1959.  

The problem of housing the Church School and other activities 
during construction was solved when the purchase of 154 First Street became possible. The design for the new 
sandstone parish house, trimmed with limestone, was by the same firm used for St. Matthew’s Church building, 
Harrison & Mero. The plans included offices, a meeting room, 14 classrooms, a music room, a kitchen, a 
gymnasium with stage, lockers, showers, and restrooms.  (continued)

   Construction of new parish house in 1958. 
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A Look Back  (continued)             
 
The cornerstone was laid by Bishop Barry in September 1958. He 
also dedicated the building and visited each room. The 
Superintendent of the Church School, William Gibson, and 
interested parents strongly encouraged the Rev. Burnham’s interest 
in forming a parochial day school in 1959. The school offered 
preschool through sixth-grade classes and a special class for 
developmentally delayed children under the age of six, the only such 
class in New York State. The school had small classes; 170 students 
were enrolled with 18 teachers at the height of its operation. Faced 
with a 60% decrease in enrollment numbers and a growing increase 
in local educational options, St. John’s Day School closed in 1973.  
The objective to have off-street parking was met in 1960 when the 
church purchased and demolished two houses on First Street and one 
house on Liberty Street. Ample parking was further ensured three 
years later with the acquisition of additional First Street property. 
After a second canvass secured new funding, the significant redecoration and updating of the church interior went 
forward in 1968. Earlier in 1954, Henry and Elmer Hempstead had presented new alms basins as a memorial to 
their mother. Henry’s son, Henry, had then gifted a window as a memorial to his parents in 1962. That same year, 
a group of St. John’s women completed a set of textured needlepoint altar cushions with distinct, yet related patterns 
designed by Mrs. E. Harold Cluett.   

Redecorating plans as prepared by the Rambusch Decorating Company were 
undertaken during the summer; the nave and chancel were repainted, and new 
lighting installed. The unused organ pipes located at the end of the south aisle 
were removed and replaced with a wood screen displaying a statue of St. John, 
donated by Mr. and Mrs. Robison in memory of their parents. The next year, 
Mr. and Mrs. Millhouse contributed a window as a memorial to their parents and 
Mr. Millhouse subsequently donated an altar fall, a set of vestments, and bible 
markers in memory of his wife. To permit a view of the church interior from the 
outside, the center wooden doors were removed in 1976. Mrs. John Becker and 
Thompson family members gifted tinted glass exterior center doors designed by 
Graham Williams; Mrs. Sara Smith gave the clear interior doors.

This article brings to a close the series focusing on St. John’s physical properties. 
All facts have been drawn from the booklet, Stone Upon Stone: A 
Sesquicentennial History of St. John’s Church, Troy written by parishioner  
K. Jack Bauer. This 32-page booklet is a comprehensive history that was created 
to acknowledge and honor the 150th Anniversary of St. John’s in 1980. Our 
church’s successive story has yet to be documented in a written narrative to reflect 
the following forty-two years and bring us to the present day. It would be 
wonderful if a written summary of the fifty years between 1980 and 2030 could 
be completed for St. John’s 200th Anniversary in 2030. Although eight years may 
seem far away, volunteers have limited time and the steps involved—research, 
drafting, writing, editing, rewriting, layout, and printing—are time consuming. 

Realistically, the wheels at St. John’s can grind slowly. So, if anyone would be interested in taking on this endeavor, 
it is not too early to begin. Primary resource materials are accessible in the archives room and archive committee 
members would be happy to help with research needs. Please let the office or a committee member know if you 
have a love of writing and/or history and could tackle this worthwhile project. ✢ 

Parish House Dedication – 1958 Cornerstone 
Center – Reverend Bradford Burnham 
Right – Bishop Frederick Barry 

These organ pipes were removed 
and replaced with the current 
wood screen & St. John statue. 
Note lighting above columns & 
decorative design on arches.   
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From the Deacon’s Den                                                                   
 
As I sit in my recliner and write to you, I am 
anticipating the start of spring. My thoughts are 
dampened by the weather forecast of the coming 
weekend. A winter storm watch is in effect with a 
possibility of six inches of snow. When will Mother 
Nature release her grip on us?  As I look to my left, 
the automatic lights just came on in our back yard, 
signaling the arrival of our nightly visitors—three 
does looking for the apples that we had left out for 
them. Little do they know that snow will soon be 
covering them. Anticipation is in the air, not only 
with nature, but with thoughts of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ as he gives up his life to free us from our 
sins.  

As we travel through this Lenten season, we need to 
reflect on what our lives have been like in the past 
year. Have we been true to our Christian beliefs or 
have we been lax in that area?  In reflecting on my 
own life, I might venture to say that the answer might 
be “it has not been one hundred percent.” As hard 
as we try to be true and faithful to Christ and his 
teachings, we are only human. Although sometimes 
I like to believe that I am perfect, there was only one 
person who filled those shoes. Yes, you already 
know the answer to that: Jesus Christ. As hard as we 
try to model ourselves to be like Christ, we will never 
ever reach that goal. But don’t give up! Christ knows 
that we are only human and I don’t think that he 
expects us to be perfect. We can only try our best 

and if we don’t meet the mark, he has given us a way 
out. That way out is to ask for forgiveness. Christ, 
being perfect, has thought of everything and he will 
forgive our transgressions if we truly believe that we 
have done wrong and we are truly sorry.  

As we hopefully pull away from the season of the 
pandemic, I would like to respectfully approach the 
subject of church attendance. While livestreaming 
has given us a way to worship from the comfort of 
our own homes in a safe and secure way, I would still 
like to see everyone in person. Now I know that it 
won’t be possible for everyone and that’s all right. It 
is my belief that we need to be in community with 
each and every one who can possibly make it to St. 
John’s. I truly mean this when I say it, “I miss seeing 
all of you.” I miss saying hello and talking with each 
and every one of you at coffee hour. I miss finding 
out what’s going on in your life and if there is 
anything that I can do or pray for with you.  

With that being said, I look forward to seeing each 
and every one of you as we approach Easter Sunday, 
where we will once again say “Alleluia, Alleluia!”  

Many blessings. ✢ 

Deacon Paul 

 

 

 
 

Children’s Ministries             
 

St. John’s is offering three activities for the children at Easter:  
• Jennifer Firth has gathered the materials for Resurrection Garden kits: a dish, a clay pot, potting 

soil, grass seed, stones, and more. Instructions will be included. The kits were ready for distribution 
on Sunday, March 30. 

• Tiffany Dzembo is holding rehearsals for the Easter Bell Choir after the 10 a.m. service on April 3 

and April 10. The bell choir will share its music at the 11 a.m. service on Easter morning. 
• There will be an Easter Egg Hunt following the 11 a.m. service on Easter. To prepare for this, we will 

gather on Saturday, April 16, beginning at 10 a.m. to fill eggs and hide them in the Memorial 
Garden.  
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A Fond Farewell                                                
 
On January 30, St. John’s Church family celebrated Katie Brillat, 
who had shepherded our children’s and youth ministries for 
nearly twenty years. The tribute began in the church where it 
could be livestreamed. Mtr. Judith praised Katie and recounted 
the caring, creative, and formative Christian education 
instruction that she had brought to weekly Church School 
lessons, evening programming, seasonal and milestone 
celebrations, performances, day trips, overnight experiences, 
vacation bible school, the Catechesis of the Good Shepherd, 
and community service activities. Her passion for the Lord, 
knowledge of the gospel, and love for her students made a 
formidable teaching combination.  

Katie was gifted a commemorative plaque, designed by former student Rebecca Rem, 
that featured heart-shaped tree “leaves” finger stamped by students, ages three to thirty-
seven. Lydia Smith, another Church School graduate, had created a card that St. John’s 
members had filled with signatures and messages. Katie’s current and former students 
each presented her with a rose; totaling nineteen to represent her years of service—yellow 
symbolizing friendship and remembrance, pinks symbolizing appreciation and grace, and 
a single ceremonial white for respect and a new beginning.  

The congregation then moved into the parish house gymnasium for lunch, where the walls 
were hung with hundreds of candid photographs showcasing Katie and her students over 
the years. Cupcakes arranged in the shape of a heart made a statement thank-you dessert. 
Reflections and best wishes from those unable to attend in person were read by Deacon 

Paul (reprinted here).  Lastly, Katie received a gift 
from the vestry. Wonderful support was given by 
many toward the planning and executing of this 
poignant event, coordinated by Donna Rem and 
her family with the invaluable assistance of Lois 
Hodkinson, Robin Prout, and Linda Muller. ✢ 
 
 
  

Top photos: Sandra Hutchinson  
Bottom photo: George Firth 
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A Fond Farewell  (continued)                                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

“That is sad about katie. I have lots of memories with her! She 
was always very relatable and i liked being around her even 
when i didn’t want to go to church. I remember her asking us a 
question about when we feel closest to god and that was a very 
accessible feeling for a bunch of 11 year olds and it was nice 
and simple and not challenging. She made the pageants fun 
always… it just was fun to be around katie and always very 
loving and she was always there and real… “Sarah McNally 

 
“I always remember rehearsing for the 
Christmas play with her and how fun 
it was for me always a core Christmas 
memory” Ellie McNally 

“Katie, your energy and creativity has been an 
inspiration, and we will miss the impact of your gifts 
terribly.  My deep appreciation and all best wishes go 
with you,” Dawn Stuart Weinraub 
   
.   

Cameron Fisher—liked it when Katie 
taught us about God, and I enjoyed the 
Easter Egg Hunts. 
 
Brendan Fisher—liked doing the Christmas 
bells with Katie and enjoyed the Easter 
Egg Hunts. 
 
 

Top photos: Sandra Hutchinson  
Bottom photo: George Firth 
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The Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry                               Gail Richardson 
 
An update. We are pleased that our monthly “fresh 
produce and eggs” pantry is going well. 
Attendance has averaged about 36 over the last 
three months, and we have been blessed with an 
abundance of helpers on the Friday before the 
pantry distribution. Because we are able to buy at 
wholesale prices at the Restaurant Depot, the 
average cost of each “bag” we distribute is about 
$12. As some of you may know, the pantry is funded 
solely by parishioner donation. Prior to the 
pandemic, we had eighteen donors, whose 
donations ranged in size from $20 to $1,200 for the 
year. In 2021, there were eight donors, who gave 
between $95 and $1,200. Not being open in 2020 
means we have some reserve funds; but it is 
essential that we have a few more financial 
contributors supporting this parish effort. Pledges 
to St. John’s have priority, but if there is some room 
in your budget, please think of us. No amount is too 
small! 

Toothbrushes and toothpaste. Our monthly 
pantry also includes toilet paper and either laundry 
detergent or dishwashing liquid, which we 
purchase at the Dollar Store. Beginning in July, we 
would like to offer toothpaste and toothbrushes as 
well. So, for the next three months, we ask that you 
bring in packaged toothbrushes and toothpaste 
(NOT travel size) and place them in 
the “Food Pantry” baskets in the 
back of the church or in the office. 
We are grateful for your help! 

Emergency pantry. We have a supply of canned 
goods, pasta, and cereal that is available to people 
when the office is open, by appointment when 
possible. A few people are making use of this. In 
general, guests may use this pantry once a month. 
We were pleased to discover how many pantries 
are nearby; we have a list which we give to our 
visitors. 

A story: The pantry that was, then was not, then 
was! The pantry served about twenty-five people 
on February 5 . . . a fact which does not do justice to 

the situation. Anticipating a major storm, Jim 
Doring and Jamie McDonald helped me pick up 
produce on Thursday morning, while Deacon Paul 
and Albert Ferro were setting up the tables. After 
the storm and the difficulties the layer of ice caused 
in clearing the sidewalk (despite the best efforts of 
Jason Conway and his son), we decided to cancel. 
Intending to put the food away, Lois, her son Bill, 
and I arrived about 10:30 a.m. on Saturday only to 
learn from Deacon 
Paul and Pascal 
Bassene that 
fourteen people 
had already been 
served! We quickly 
shifted gears to 
“pantry open,” and 
were touched by 
our visitors’ 
gratitude that we 
were! On February 
12, we had a 
“leftovers” mini-
pantry and were able to give away the surplus 
produce, with the help of Carol Daniel and Pascal.  

This experience was grace-filled in so many ways. 
We attempted to stay open, by shopping early and 
buying produce that could survive two nights in the 
gym. Concern for our visitors’ safety prompted us to 
cancel on Friday night. Having Deacon Paul and 
Pascal present at 9:00 a.m. allowed people to be 
served who thought the Thrift Shop was open. Our 
arrival at 10:30 allowed us to serve even more 
people more easily. Bill Hodkinson was able to help 
some visitors’ back to the parking lot more safely. 
For someone like me, who likes all the t’s crossed 
and the i’s dotted, this was a lesson in trust. For all 
of this, thanks be to God! 

We are so grateful that we are able to help people, 
thanks to our wonderful team! Please contact me or 
Lois Hodkinson if you have questions or would like 
to be involved. ✢ 
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Diocesan Convention, June 3 – 5, 2022             Mother Judith Malionek 
 
The call for the Albany Diocesan Convention has gone out, and I hope you will consider attending. As 
described in the previous edition of The Herald (p. 13), the business of the diocese is conducted by clergy 
and elected delegates. But in our diocese, everyone in the church is invited for the weekend to a campground, 
for a program of worship, workshops, and diocesan-wide fellowship. Workshop topics at past conventions 
have included such wide-ranging topics as the Church in the Sudan, evangelizing, creating prayer shawls, 
how we solved a building problem, new music for the psalms, using puppets in Christian education, 
forgiveness, and contemplative prayer. There are activities for the children and teens, and leisure for the 
adults. When my husband, Tom, returned from the Albany Diocesan Convention while we were still living 
outside of Washington, DC, he said, “Judith, the Albany diocesan convention is amazing—you’ve got to see 
this.” The lively faith of the diocese is on display here, and it figured largely in our decision to come here. 
 
This year’s convention will be held at the Silver Bay YMCA 
Conference and Family Retreat Center on Lake George, about 
ninety minutes from Troy. This center features waterfront and other 
activities, and a variety of accommodations. More information can 
be found at their website, www.silverbay.org.  
 
Convention registration will be available soon, as will the full 
convention schedule of speakers and workshops. Details may be 
found at https://albanyepiscopaldiocese.org/convention2022/ 
 
Mark your calendars to join the clergy and the elected delegates of 
St. John’s—Ivana Addo, Eileen Manz, and Sandra Hutchison—for a 
lovely weekend, June 3–5, 2022.  
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

  

Photos: Meaghan Keegan 
used with permission 
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Daughters of the King                                                        Jennifer Firth 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

  

 
Prayer is a daily commitment for Daughters of the King. Upon admission to 
The Order, members recognize that “in the Christian life nothing can be 
substituted for prayer.” Each woman commits to following their daily Rule of 
Prayer. As part of this Rule, she prays each day for: 

• The unity of Christ’s Church; 

• The spread of Christ’s Kingdom; 

• God’s blessing upon members of The Order; 

• The spiritual growth of the parish and for the clergy of the parish;  

• The grace to follow our Rule, and for our own needs. 

Each time the Daughters meet, we share with one another the blessings and 
challenges in our lives, and we pray daily for the thanksgivings and petitions 
raised—named and unnamed—until we meet again. 

We recognize that the needs of our world are enormous, and when we start 
to feel overwhelmed and inadequate, we refer to the words of our Motto: 

For His Sake… 
I am but one, but I am one. 

I cannot do everything, but I can do something. 
What I can do, I ought to do. 

What I ought to do, by the grace of God I will do. 
Lord, what will you have me do? 

 
In the midst of the brutality and suffering in our world, we pray. Mother Terri 
Bays, Province 5 Chaplain, The Order of the Daughters of the King®, has 
written a Prayer Litany for Ukraine. Please join us in praying this prayer, found 
here. 

St. John’s Holy Spirit chapter of the Daughters of the King meets the first 
Tuesday of each month at 1p.m. in the Thompson Room. You are welcome 
to join us. ✢ 

 
The next meeting of 
St. John’s chapter of 
the Daughters of the 
King—The Daughters 
of the Holy Spirit—will 

be Monday,  
April 5  

at 1:00 pm,  
in the Parish House 
Thompson Room.  
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Out and About 
 
 

 
  

Sonshine Retreat Weekend, 
February 18-21. Markus at left 
and Cameron at right enjoy the 
high ropes course. Anjolina, her 
friend, and Leighanna enjoy the 
campfire. 

A Deeper Walk with God, March 2022. 
Several parishioners participated in the 
retreat with Bishop Michael Smith.  
 
At left: Mother Judith and husband Tom, Ellie 
O’Reilly, Lynn Momrow-Zielinski, and Chris 
Snyder were among those attending  
March 6–8. 
Below: Brynna Carpenter Nardone and 
Jennifer Firth were among those attending 
March 4–6. 
 
 

Baking Class at King Arthur 
Flour Company, Friday, 
March 18, 2022, Norwich, VT. 
Dale Nelson and Jennifer Firth 
learned to make Cornish-Style 
Pasties & Scottish Meat Pies. 
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News and Notes             
 

St. John’s Annual Meeting 
Parishioners and clergy gathered in the church for the St. John’s annual meeting on Sunday, January 30, 
2022; the meeting was also livestreamed for those unable to be there. It was a joy to be able to meet together. 
Mother Judith reviewed our past year. Dave Hunn was elected Senior Warden; Evens Angulo and Kristen 
Smith were elected to three-year terms on the Vestry; Sandy Hutchison, Ivana Addo, and Eileen Manz were 
elected as diocesan convention delegates, and Lois Hodkinson and Agnes Zink were elected as alternates. 
Mtr. Judith thanked everyone for running and for their willingness to serve, and Sandy Hutchison and Norris 
Pearson (whose terms ended), were thanked for their service on the vestry. The meeting concluded with a 
slideshow of pictures taken from St. John’s Herald during 2021, compiled by Gail Richardson. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Save the Date 
The annual Troy Hidden Garden Tour will be June 9, 2022. Please watch for details.  
 

Beaver Cross Ministries  
Spring Break Camp, April 1822. For more information and to register, visit  
https://www.beavercrossministries.org/spring-break-camp.html 
 

Summer Camp 
They will be offering summer camp this year—both day camp and overnight camp,  
July 6–August 19. For more information and to register, visit  
https://www.beavercrossministries.org/dates--rates.html 
 

Newcomers 
We have been blessed with many visitors to St. John’s, and are pleased to welcome several new members. 
Have you met Barbara Bosworth, Tryalena Cruz, Peggy and Miles Greenwood, and Lynn and Mark Zielinski. 
 

Many, many thanks 
This thirteenth issue marks the two-year anniversary of this version of St. John’s Herald. We give thanks:  

To our contributors, both regular and occasional. 
To our photographers, both regular and occasional. 
To our proofreader, Donna Rem. 
To our designer, Rebecca Rem, for the beautiful banner and template design.  

 And thanks be to God! 
  

 
ST. JOHN’S VESTRY 

 
Dave Hunn, Senior Warden 

Lois Hodkinson, Junior Warden 
Evens Angulo, Kristen Smith (2025) 

Carol Daniel, Linda Muller, Brian Thomson, Linda Thorburn (2024) 
Maygen Bussing, Bill Prout, Christi Spain-Savage (2023) 
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 Save the Date 
These parish items are in the calendar: 
 

Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, April 2, 10 a.m.–noon 
Children’s Bell Choir Rehearsal, April 3 & 10, after 10 a.m. service 
DOK Meeting, April 4, 1 p.m. Thompson Room 
Candlelight Meditation, April 8, 5–6 p.m. 
Beaver Cross Spring Break Camp, April 18–22, see p. 19 
Vestry Meeting, April 19, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Diocesan Listening Session, April 30, 10 a.m.–noon, see p. 3 
Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry, May 7, 10 a.m.–noon 
DOK Meeting, May 2, 1 p.m. Thompson Room 
Vestry Meeting, May 17, 5:30 p.m. online and open to the parish 
Diocesan Convention, June 3–5, see p. 16 
Troy Hidden Garden Tour, June 9, watch for details 
 
PLEASE NOTE:  
Watch for email messages from the office for details and other 
upcoming events. 
 

You will find other events at these websites: 
 

Cathedral of All Saints   
https://www.cathedralofallsaints.org/special-events 
  
Christ the King Center   https://ctkcenter.org/events 

ST. JOHN’S PARISH CALENDAR 
 

For the current version of our April Calendar:  click here 
 

For the current version of our May Calendar: click here 

THE MISSION OF ST. JOHN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH IS: 
 

To worship and glorify Jesus Christ,  
To proclaim God’s love joyously, and 
To serve the world through God’s grace. 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stjohnstroy.org 
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