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Prelude 
 

Given the rise in cases at this time, current Covid guidelines for worship are that we wear 

masks throughout the service. We no longer take temperatures, provide contact information, or 

sanitize our hands as we arrive. Even those who are fully vaccinated must keep masks on once 

in their pews.  Social distancing will continue to be observed in the pews. At Communion, we 

will continue with masks, hand sanitizer, and the flow of people in the aisles, as illustrated in 

the card in the pews. Coffee Hour will be in the garden, weather permitting. 

 

The Processional Hymn When Morning Gilds the Skies  Hymnal 427 

 

 

 

Eighteenth Sunday after Pentecost 
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Celebrant Blessed be God: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

People And blessed be his kingdom, now and forever. Amen. 

 

Almighty God, to you all hearts are open, all desires known, 

and from you no secrets are hid: Cleanse the thoughts of our 

hearts by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, that we may 

perfectly love you, and worthily magnify your holy Name; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Hymn Gloria Hymnal S-204 
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Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

 

 

 

 

 

Celebrant The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Let us pray. 

 

The Collect of the Day 

O God, you declare your almighty power chiefly in showing mercy and pity: Grant us the fullness 

of your grace, that we, running to obtain your promises, may become partakers of your heavenly 

treasure; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, for ever and ever. 

People Amen. 
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All sit for 

The First Lesson Esther 7:1-6, 9-10; 9:20-22 

The king and Haman went in to feast with Queen Esther. On the second day, as they were 

drinking wine, the king again said to Esther, “What is your petition, Queen Esther? It shall be 

granted you. And what is your request? Even to the half of my kingdom, it shall be fulfilled.” 

Then Queen Esther answered, “If I have won your favor, O king, and if it pleases the king, let my 

life be given me—that is my petition—and the lives of my people—that is my request. For we 

have been sold, I and my people, to be destroyed, to be killed, and to be annihilated. If we had 

been sold merely as slaves, men and women, I would have held my peace; but no enemy can 

compensate for this damage to the king.” Then King Ahasuerus said to Queen Esther, “Who is he, 

and where is he, who has presumed to do this?” Esther said, “A foe and enemy, this wicked 

Haman!” Then Haman was terrified before the king and the queen. 

 Then Harbona, one of the eunuchs in attendance on the king, said, “Look, the very gallows 

that Haman has prepared for Mordecai, whose word saved the king, stands at Haman's house, 

fifty cubits high.” And the king said, “Hang him on that.” So they hanged Haman on the gallows 

that he had prepared for Mordecai. Then the anger of the king abated. 

 Mordecai recorded these things, and sent letters to all the Jews who were in all the 

provinces of King Ahasuerus, both near and far, enjoining them that they should keep the 

fourteenth day of the month Adar and also the fifteenth day of the same month, year by year, as 

the days on which the Jews gained relief from their enemies, and as the month that had been 

turned for them from sorrow into gladness and from mourning into a holiday; that they should 

make them days of feasting and gladness, days for sending gifts of food to one another and 

presents to the poor. 

 

After the reading, the Reader says  

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

Psalm 124 

If the Lord had not been on our side,  

let Israel now say; 

 

If the Lord had not been on our side,  

when enemies rose up against us; 

 

 



6 
 

Then would they have swallowed us up alive  

in their fierce anger toward us; 

 

Then would the waters have overwhelmed us  

and the torrent gone over us; 

 

Then would the raging waters  

have gone right over us. 

 

Blessed be the Lord!  

he has not given us over to be a prey for their teeth. 

 

We have escaped like a bird from the snare of the fowler;  

the snare is broken, and we have escaped. 

 

Our help is in the Name of the Lord,  

the maker of heaven and earth. 

 

The Second Lesson James 5:13-20 

Are any among you suffering? They should pray. Are any cheerful? They should sing songs of 

praise. Are any among you sick? They should call for the elders of the church and have them pray 

over them, anointing them with oil in the name of the Lord. The prayer of faith will save the sick, 

and the Lord will raise them up; and anyone who has committed sins will be forgiven. Therefore 

confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The prayer 

of the righteous is powerful and effective. Elijah was a human being like us, and he prayed 

fervently that it might not rain, and for three years and six months it did not rain on the earth. 

Then he prayed again, and the heaven gave rain and the earth yielded its harvest. 

 My brothers and sisters, if anyone among you wanders from the truth and is brought back 

by another, you should know that whoever brings back a sinner from wandering will save the 

sinner's soul from death and will cover a multitude of sins. 

 

After the reading, the Reader says  

The Word of the Lord. 

People Thanks be to God. 

 

 



7 
 

 

All stand to sing a 

Sequence Hymn Lamp of Our Feet Hymnal 627 

(verses 1 to 3 are sung before the Gospel reading, verses 4 and 5 following the reading) 

 

 
 

The Gospel Mark 9:38-50 

 

All standing, the Deacon reads the gospel, first saying 

 The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Deacon The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ, according to Mark. 

People Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

 

John said to Jesus, “Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in your name, and we tried to stop him, 

because he was not following us.” But Jesus said, “Do not stop him; for no one who does a deed of power 

in my name will be able soon afterward to speak evil of me. Whoever is not against us is for us. For truly I 

tell you, whoever gives you a cup of water to drink because you bear the name of Christ will by no means 

lose the reward. 
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 “If any of you put a stumbling block before one of these little ones who believe in me, it would be 

better for you if a great millstone were hung around your neck and you were thrown into the sea. If your 

hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life maimed than to have two hands and 

to go to hell, to the unquenchable fire. And if your foot causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you 

to enter life lame than to have two feet and to be thrown into hell. And if your eye causes you to stumble, 

tear it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye than to have two eyes and to be 

thrown into hell, where their worm never dies, and the fire is never quenched. 

 “For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if salt has lost its saltiness, how can you 

season it? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another.” 
 

After the Gospel is read, the Deacon says 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

People Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

 

Sermon The Rev. Judith Malionek 

 

A brief silence is kept. 

 

The Nicene Creed 
 

We believe in one God, 

the Father, the Almighty, 

maker of heaven and earth, 

of all that is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 

the only Son of God, 

eternally begotten of the Father, 

God from God, Light from Light, 

true God from true God, 

begotten, not made, 

of one Being with the Father. 

Through him all things were made. 

For us and for our salvation 

he came down from heaven: 

By the power of the Holy Spirit 

he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, 

and was made man. 



9 
 

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate; 

he suffered death and was buried.  

On the third day he rose again 

in accordance with the Scriptures; 

he ascended into heaven 

and is seated at the right hand of the Father. 

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, 

and his kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, 

who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 

With the Father and the Son he is worshipped and glorified. 

He has spoken through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, 

and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
 

The Prayers of the People—Form VI 
 

Deacon In peace, we pray to you, Lord God. 

 

Deacon For all people in their daily life and work; 

People For our families, friends, and neighbors, and for those who are alone. 

 

Deacon For this community, the nation, and the world; 

People For all who work for justice, freedom, and peace. 

 

Deacon For the just and proper use of your creation; 

People For the victims of hunger, fear, injustice, and oppression. 

 

Deacon For all who are in danger, sorrow, or any kind of trouble; 

People For those who minister to the sick, the friendless, and the needy. 

 

Deacon For the peace and unity of the Church of God; 

People For all who proclaim the Gospel, and all who seek the Truth. 
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Deacon For Justin, Archbishop of Canterbury; Michael, our Presiding Bishop; and for all 

bishops and other ministers; 

People For all who serve God in his Church. 

 

Deacon For our mission partners, especially the Church of the Holy Spirit in Lascahobas, Haiti,  

St. Anthony’s Church, St. Paul’s Church, and Beaver Cross. For the special needs and 

concerns of this congregation, especially Chris; Christiann; Colleen; David; Douglas; 

Franchesca; James; Jenny; Joyce, and Molly.  

 

The People may add their own petitions 

 

Deacon Hear us, Lord; 

People For your mercy is great. 

 

Deacon We thank you, Lord, for all the blessings of this life. 

 

The People may add their own thanksgivings 

 

Deacon We will exalt you, O God our King; 

People And praise your Name for ever and ever. 

 

Deacon We pray for all who have died that they may have a place in your eternal kingdom. 

 

Silence 

 

The People may add their own petitions 

 

Deacon Lord, let your loving-kindness be upon them; 

People Who put their trust in you. 

 

Deacon We pray to you also for the forgiveness of our sins. 

 

Silence may be kept. 
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Deacon and People 

 

Have mercy upon us, most merciful Father; 

in your compassion forgive us our sins, 

known and unknown, 

things done and left undone; 

and so uphold us by your Spirit 

that we may live and serve you in newness of life, 

to the honor and glory of your Name; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

The Absolution 
 

The Peace 

All Stand 

Celebrant  The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

People  And also with you. 
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The Offertory 

 

Offertory Hymn  I Come with Joy to Meet My Lord Hymnal 304 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

The Liturgy of the Table 
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As the offertory collection is brought forward, the People stand to sing. 

Doxology Hymnal 380, verse 3 

 
 

 

Eucharistic Prayer A 
 

The People remain standing. The Celebrant faces them and says 

The Lord be with you. 

People And also with you. 

Celebrant Lift up your hearts. 

People We lift them to the Lord. 

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

People It is right to give him thanks and praise. 
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Then, facing the Holy Table, the Celebrant proceeds 

It is right, and a good and joyful thing, always and every- 

where to give thanks to you, Father Almighty, Creator of 

heaven and earth…Therefore we praise you, joining our voices  

with Angels and Archangels and with all the company of heaven, 

who for ever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

 

Sanctus Hymnal S-129 

 

 

 

 
 

The People stand or kneel and the Celebrant continues 

Holy and gracious Father: In your infinite love you made us 

for yourself, and, when we had fallen into sin and become 

subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, sent Jesus 

Christ, your only and eternal Son, to share our human 

nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, the 

God and Father of all. 

 

He stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, 

in obedience to your will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole 

world. 

 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our 

Lord Jesus Christ took bread; and when he had given thanks 

to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, "Take, 
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eat: This is my Body, which is given for you. Do this for the  

remembrance of me.” After supper he took the cup of wine; and 

when he had given thanks, he gave it to them, and said, "Drink this, 

all of you: This is my Blood of the new Covenant, which is shed for you 

and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink 

it, do this for the remembrance of me." 

 

Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith: 
 

Celebrant and People 

Christ has died.  

Christ is risen. 

Christ will come again. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, O Father, in 

this sacrifice of praise and thanksgiving. Recalling his death, 

resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the 

Body and Blood of your Son, the holy food and drink of new 

and unending life in him. Sanctify us also that we may faithfully 

receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, constancy, 

and peace; and at the last day bring us with all your saints 

into the joy of your eternal kingdom. 
 

All this we ask through your Son Jesus Christ: By him, and 

with him, and in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor 

and glory is yours, Almighty Father, now and for ever. Amen. 
 

The Celebrant continues 

And now, as our Savior Christ has taught us, we are bold to say 
 

Celebrant and People 

Our Father, who art in heaven, 

 hallowed be thy Name, 

 thy kingdom come, thy will be done, 

 on earth as it is in heaven. 
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Give us this day our daily bread. 

And forgive us our trespasses, 

 as we forgive those 

 who trespass against us. 

And lead us not into temptation, 

 but deliver us from evil. 

For thine is the kingdom,  

 and the power, and the glory,  

 for ever and ever. Amen. 

 

The Breaking of the Bread 

The Celebrant breaks the consecrated Bread. 

A period of silence is kept. 

 

Celebrant Alleluia. Christ our Passover is sacrificed for us. 

People Therefore let us keep the feast. Alleluia. 

 

Agnus Dei Hymnal S-161 

 

 

 

 
 

Facing the People, the Celebrant invites the People to the Altar by saying 

The gifts of God for the People of God. Take them in remembrance that Christ died for you, and feed 

on him in your hearts by faith, with thanksgiving. 

 

The Celebrant says: 

We invite those of you who are at home to join in this Communion by saying the prayer for 

God’s grace and blessing, found in your leaflet. 
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The Book of Common Prayer (BCP) reminds us that if one is unable to actually consume the consecrated bread and wine due 

to extreme sickness or disability, the desire is enough for God to grant all the benefits of communion (p. 457). When being 

present at a celebration of the Eucharist is impossible, this act of prayer and meditation can provide the means by which we 

can associate ourselves with the Eucharistic Action and open ourselves to God’s grace and blessing. 

 

People at home 

Thanks be to you, Lord Jesus Christ, 

for all the benefits you have given me, 

for all the pains and insults you have borne for me. 

O most merciful redeemer, friend, and brother, 

since I cannot now receive you,  

I ask you to come spiritually into my heart. 

May I know you more clearly, love you more dearly, 

follow you more nearly, day by day. Amen. 

(Adapted from the prayer of Richard, Bishop of Chichester, b. 1197, d. 1253) 

 

Communion Music George Richardson, guitar and vocals 

 

The 23rd Psalm 

W: Original metrical text by Francis Rous (1650). M: Brother James Leith Macbeth Bain (1860-1925). 

 

 

After Communion, the Celebrant says 

Let us pray. 

 

Celebrant and People 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 

you have graciously accepted us as living members 

of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 

and you have fed us with spiritual food 

in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood.  

Send us now into the world in peace, 

and grant us strength and courage 

to love and serve you 

with gladness and singleness of heart; 

through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
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Sending out of Eucharistic Visitors 

 

Celebrant and People 

We who are many are one body, because we all share one bread and one cup. We send you forth 

bearing these holy gifts that those to whom you go may share with us in the communion of Christ’s 

body and blood. Amen. 

 

The Blessing 

 

Recessional Hymn Joyful, Joyful, We Adore Thee Hymnal 376 
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The Deacon dismisses the People. 

 

The People respond 

Thanks be to God. Alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Postlude 
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Calendar Events 
Sunday, September 26 Bible Study resumes In-Person and Zoom (9am) 

Sunday, September 26 Coffee Hour after 10am Worship—Robin Prout Hosts 

Sunday, September 26 Narcotics Anonymous (7pm)—Open Meeting* 

Monday, September 27 Alcoholics Anonymous (7:30pm)—Open Meeting* 

Tuesday, September 28 Bible Study—Zoom (11am) Reading the Letter of James  

Wednesday, September 29 Morning Prayer In-Person and Zoom (8am) 

Wednesday, September 29 Evening Adult Education resumes (7pm) See Below 

Thursday, September 30 Alcoholics Anonymous Women’s Group (noon)—

Closed Meeting* 

Saturday, October 2 Shepherd’s Storehouse Pantry (10am – Noon) 

Monday, October 4 Daughters of the King In-Person and Zoom (6:30pm) 

Saturday, October 9 Blessing of the Animals (10am) 

 

*An Open Meeting can be attended by anyone; a Closed Meeting is for those who are on the recovery 

journey themselves. 
 

For more details about upcoming events, please email us at office@stjohnstroy.org or call the 

office at 518.274.5884. 

 

 

mailto:office@stjohnstroy.org
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Announcements 
 

Adult Education Has Resumed 
Sunday Morning Bible Study resumes today, September 26 at 9am, In-Person & Zoom 

We will begin by picking up and finishing 1st Corinthians. Be in touch with Eileen at  
Eileen.manz@gmail.com for a link. 

 

Tuesday Morning Bible Study, September 28 at 11am, on Zoom 
Gail Richardson begins a study on the letter of James. Be in touch with Gail at 
gailrichardson404@hotmail.com for a link. 
 
Wednesday Evening Rector’s Forum, September 29 at 7pm, on Zoom 
The Nicene Creed. A Six-Part Series with Bishop Robert Barron, starting September 29 

The Nicene Creed is a most elegant, eloquent and succinct statement of the Christian 
faith, shared by Christians of every denomination worldwide.  Here at Saint John’s, we 
say it every week, and because it is so familiar to us, it is easy to overlook the important 
mysteries it contains.  In The Creed, a new film series blending both documentary 
footage and engaging lectures, Bishop Robert Barron guides viewers into the depths of 
the Nicene Creed, this fourth century statement of faith that has profoundly influenced 
both Eastern and Western spirituality, theology and liturgy. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

mailto:Eileen.manz@gmail.com
mailto:gailrichardson404@hotmail.com
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Wednesday mornings at 8am, we have resumed in-person Eucharist or Morning Prayer. 
This service is followed by a breakfast.  Do join us in this sweet fellowship!  If you would 
like to join us by Zoom, please be in touch with Mtr. Judith at 
rev.jmalionek@stjohnstroy.org. 
 
Meet the Assisting Bishop: Mark your calendars for an opportunity to meet the new 
Assisting Bishop of the Diocese, Bishop Michael Smith.  Bishop Smith is providing the 
diocese with episcopal services, such as confirmation and pastoral visiting, during this 
period when we are searching for our next bishop.  Churches of our Metropolitan 
Deanery are invited to the Cathedral on Thursday, November 11 at 7pm. for a brief 
business meeting.  Then around 7:30, Bishop Smith will address our convocation briefly 
by way of introduction and then he has agreed to answer any questions that members 
of the deanery might have. 
 

Vestry Task Forces: The Vestry has organized itself into task forces that will investigate, 
deliberate, and make recommendations to the whole Vestry at its retreat in November 
in three areas of our life together: stewardship (Bill Prout, Lois Hodkinson, Dave Hunn 
and Mother Judith), membership processes (Sandy Hutchison, Carol Daniel, and Linda 
Muller) and the next generation (Brian Thomson, Norris Pearson, and Carol Daniel).  We 
welcome input from the parish as we move forward in these conversations.  Please feel 
free to be in touch with any task force member. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

mailto:rev.jmalionek@stjohnstroy.org
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Serving Today 

Altar Guild ~ Lois Hodkinson and Virginia Holland 

Flowers ~ Linda Stancliffe 

Chimer ~ Andrew Mace 

Lector ~ Gail Richardson 

Cantor ~ Linda Thorburn 

Communion Music ~ George Richardson 

Videographer ~ Jason Smith 
 

The Clergy 

The Rev. Judith Malionek, Rector email: rev.jmalionek@stjohnstroy.org 

The Rev. Paul M. Carney, Deacon email: hamn2uzr@aol.com 

The Rev. Amy Lewis, Deacon email: deaconamy@stjohnstroy.org 
 

The Staff 

Katherine Brillat, Director, Children’s Ministries email: kbrillat@stjohnstroy.org 

Ted Phillips, Organist and Music Director phone: 456.8348 

Maggie Hasslacher, Parish Bookkeeper email: bookkeeper@stjohnstroy.org 

Jennifer Firth, Interim Office Manager email: office@stjohnstroy.org 

Jason Conway, Property Monitor email: jxstjohns@gmail.com 

Albert Ferro, Sexton email: albert.ferro26@gmail.com 

Andrew Mace, Chimer email: herald1147@aol.com 

Lydia Smith, Second Chimer 

Therese Duvil, Community Health Minister email: tduvil@yahoo.com 
 

The Vestry Officers 

Dave Hunn, Senior Warden 

Lois Hodkinson, Junior Warden 

Shawna Mizer, Secretary 

The mission of St. John’s Episcopal Church is: 

 to worship and glorify Jesus Christ, 

 to proclaim God’s love joyously, and 

 to serve the world through God’s grace. 

Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time use reprint license for congregational use. 
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