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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

Wednesday, Dec. 9, 2020 – 6:00pm 

 

Prayer before Worship 

O holy and most merciful God, You have taught us the way of Your commandments. 

We implore You to pour out Your grace into our hearts. Cause it to bear fruit in us 

that, being ever mindful of Your mercies and Your laws, we may always be directed 

to Your will and daily increase in love toward You and one another. Enable us to 

resist all evil and to live a godly life. Help us to follow the example of our Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ, and to walk in His steps until we shall possess the kingdom 

that has been prepared for us in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Opening Versicles 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 

righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 
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P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Today’s Theme 

P A few quotes from the book Advent Conspiracy: Making Christmas 

Meaningful (Again) introduces today’s theme.  “The wonderful surprise 

of this conspiracy is how much more we enjoy Christmas when we 

choose less.  This stands in stark contrast to the message we hear each 

December.  Unfortunately for many, Christmas is more about getting 

what we want than giving what people need.  Is this the tradition we want 

to pass down to the next generation? …[and] of course it is ridiculous to 

run up your credit card debt in the name of Jesus’ birth.  Please, let’s not 

blame that on him.” (p. 71-72) 

 

 “But there is another aspect of this worth considering. Spending less does 

not mean spending nothing.  Rather, we strive to thoughtfully evaluate 

what we support with our spending… Are we willing to rethink the way 

we use our wealth?” (p. 72, 77). 

  

 Dear friends, let’s ask the Holy Spirit to guide us as we are challenged 

to… 

 

 

 

SPEND LESS 
 

 

 …on that which is sinful or fleeting, and spend more of our time, 

resources, and efforts on that which truly matters. 
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Hymn  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  LSB 357 

   sts. 1-4 

 

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 

That mourns in lonely exile here 

Until the Son of God appear.  

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  

2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 

To us the path of knowledge show, 

And teach us in her ways to go. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  

3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 

In ancient times didst give the Law 

In cloud and majesty and awe. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  

4 O come, Thou Branch of Jesse’s tree, 

Free them from Satan’s tyranny 

That trust Thy mighty pow’r to save, 

And give them vict’ry o’er the grave. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

 

Text: Public Domain 

 

 

Old Testament Reading      Isaiah 9:1-7  

L A reading from Isaiah chapter 9. 
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 But there will be no gloom for her who was in anguish. In the former 

time he brought into contempt the land of Zebulun and the land of Naphtali, 

but in the latter time he has made glorious the way of the sea, the land beyond 

the Jordan, Galilee of the nations. 

 

The people who walked in darkness 

 have seen a great light; 

those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness, 

 on them has light shined. 

You have multiplied the nation; 

 you have increased its joy; 

they rejoice before you 

 as with joy at the harvest, 

 as they are glad when they divide the spoil. 

For the yoke of his burden, 

 and the staff for his shoulder, 

 the rod of his oppressor, 

 you have broken as on the day of Midian. 

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult 

 and every garment rolled in blood 

 will be burned as fuel for the fire. 

For to us a child is born, 

 to us a son is given; 

and the government shall be upon his shoulder, 

 and his name shall be called 

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, 

 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 

Of the increase of his government and of peace 

 there will be no end, 

on the throne of David and over his kingdom, 

 to establish it and to uphold it 

with justice and with righteousness 

 from this time forth and forevermore. 

The zeal of the Lord of hosts will do this. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Holy Gospel     John 1:1-9 

 

P A reading from John chapter 1. 

 

 In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 

Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. All things were made 

through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him 

was life, and the life was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, 

and the darkness has not overcome it. 

 There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a 

witness, to bear witness about the light, that all might believe through him. He 

was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light. 

 The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory  

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 

Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 
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You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

Sit 

 

Children’s Message DCE Erika Troester 
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Sermon Hymn “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”  LSB 357 

   sts. 5-7 

 

5 O come, Thou Key of David, come, 

And open wide our heav’nly home; 

Make safe the way that leads on high, 

And close the path to misery. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high, 

And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh; 

Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, 

And death’s dark shadows put to flight. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 

  

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind 

In one the hearts of all mankind; 

Bid Thou our sad divisions cease, 

And be Thyself our King of Peace. 

Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 

Text: Public Domain 

 

Sermon Hymn  
 

Sermon “Spend Less” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 

 

Prayer  

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
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L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day  

P Gracious Father, You have assured us that we shall receive strength for 

every day of our lives. Grant to us, Your humble servants, the desire and 

the will to spend less on trifles, but rather to spend more effort as Your 

obedient children, trusting in Your goodness and remembering with 

thankfulness Your mercies, which are new every morning; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 

C Amen. 
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Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Blessing  

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 

 

Closing Song “Emmanuel (Hallowed Manger Ground)” BSLC Praise Team 

 

What hope we hold this starlit night 

A King is born in Bethlehem 

Our journey long we seek the light 

That leads to the hallowed manger ground 
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What fear we felt in the silent age 

Four-hundred years can He be found 

But broken by a baby's cry 

Rejoice in the hallowed manger ground 
 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 

God incarnate here to dwell 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 

Praise His name Emmanuel 
 

The Son of God here born to bleed 

A crown of thorns would pierce His brow 

And we beheld this offering 

Exalted now the King of kings 

Praise God for the hallowed manger ground 
 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 

God incarnate here to dwell 

Emmanuel Emmanuel 

Praise His name Emmanuel 

Praise His name Emmanuel 

Oh, Praise His name Emmanuel 
 

By Chris Tomlin  

CCLI License No. 2309318 

 

Offering 

The offering plate is located on the welcome table.  In addition to our normal, 

sacrificial, firstfruits offerings to the Lord, we can use over-and-above offerings in 

this season of generosity to do great good in our church and our community.  You 

are invited to consider giving over-and-above offerings to the following efforts: 1) 

“Tell the Next Generation” helps us proclaim the Good News of Jesus far and wide.  

2) Our “Elder Help” fund enables us to provide relief and aid to those in need.  

Just write “Tell the Next Generation” or “Elder Help” on the envelope or the 

memo line of those additional gifts.  God bless you!  
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