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Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

Midweek Advent 1 – Online Worship 

 

Prayer before Worship 

O Lord, our creator, redeemer, and comforter, as we come together to worship You 

in spirit and in truth, we humbly pray that You would open our hearts to the 

preaching of Your Word so that we may repent of our sins, believe in Jesus Christ 

as our only Savior, and grow in grace and holiness. Hear us for His sake.  Amen. 

 

Opening Versicles 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen.  

P This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

P Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth. 

C Our God shall come; He does not keep silence. 

P Prepare the way of the Lord. 

C Make His paths straight. 

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the skies rain down 

righteousness. 

C Let the earth open, that salvation may sprout forth. 

P From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
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Series Introduction and Today’s Theme 

P A quote from the book Advent Conspiracy: Making Christmas 

Meaningful (Again), serves well to introduce the series for these three 

Advent Wednesdays and Christmas Eve.  See if you can relate: “Our 

overstuffed Decembers leave us wanting more.  Our hyperconsumption 

leaves us empty.  We worship less.  We spend more.  We give less.  We 

struggle more.  Less, more.  More, less.  Time and nerves stretch thin, and 

we reduce family and friends to a card or a present that costs the “right” 

amount to prove our level of love.  Our quest to celebrate mystery 

exhausts us.  Another Christmas has passed by like a blizzard, and we are 

left to shovel through the trash of our failure.  This can’t be right.” (p. 20) 
 

 Would you like this year to be different?  What if Christians conspired 

together to have a better Advent preparation and a more meaningful 

Christmas celebration? 
 

 Today we are called “to remain at the side of the baby Jesus and worship 

him…. The transformation initiated by Jesus is no different today than it 

was the day he was born—the source of joy, peace, and hope hasn’t 

changed.” (p. 46)  Therefore, dear friends, along with the people long ago 

who rejoiced at the Good News of the baby, let us also… 

 

 

 

WORSHIP FULLY 
 

 

 
 

Hymn  “Savior of the Nations, Come”  LSB 332 

   sts. 1-4 

 

1 Savior of the nations, come, 

Virgin’s Son, make here Your home! 

Marvel now, O heav’n and earth, 

That the Lord chose such a birth. 
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2 Not by human flesh and blood, 

By the Spirit of our God, 

Was the Word of God made flesh— 

Woman’s offspring, pure and fresh. 

  

3 Here a maid was found with child, 

Yet remained a virgin mild. 

In her womb this truth was shown: 

God was there upon His throne. 

  

4 Then stepped forth the Lord of all 

From His pure and kingly hall; 

God of God, yet fully man, 

His heroic course began. 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (st. 4): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by 

permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

Text (sts. 1–2): Public domain 

 

Old Testament Reading      Exodus 20:1-8  

L A reading from Exodus, chapter 20. 

 

 And God spoke all these words, saying, 

 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out 

of the house of slavery. 

 “You shall have no other gods before me. 

 “You shall not make for yourself a carved image, or any likeness of 

anything that is in heaven above, or that is in the earth beneath, or that is in 

the water under the earth. You shall not bow down to them or serve them, for I 

the Lord your God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers on the 

children to the third and the fourth generation of those who hate me, but 

showing steadfast love to thousands of those who love me and keep my 

commandments. 

 “You shall not take the name of the Lord your God in vain, for 

the Lord will not hold him guiltless who takes his name in vain. 

 “Remember the Sabbath day, to keep it holy. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
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Hymn  “Savior of the Nations, Come”  LSB 332 

   sts. 5-8 

 

5 God the Father was His source, 

Back to God He ran His course. 

Into hell His road went down, 

Back then to His throne and crown. 

  

6 For You are the Father’s Son 

Who in flesh the vict’ry won. 

By Your mighty pow’r make whole 

All our ills of flesh and soul. 

  

7 From the manger newborn light 

Shines in glory through the night. 

Darkness there no more resides; 

In this light faith now abides. 

  

8 Glory to the Father sing, 

Glory to the Son, our king, 

Glory to the Spirit be 

Now and through eternity. 

 
Text (sts. 5, 8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 

Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

 

Holy Gospel     Luke 1:39-56 

 

P A reading from Luke, chapter 1. 

 

 In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a 

town in Judah, and she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. 

And when Elizabeth heard the greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. 

And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and she exclaimed with a loud 

cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your womb! 

And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? 

For behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my 

womb leaped for joy. And blessed is she who believed that there would be a 

fulfillment of what was spoken to her from the Lord.” 
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 And Mary said, 

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

 and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

 For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

 and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is for those who fear him 

 from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

 he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

 and exalted those of humble estate; 

he has filled the hungry with good things, 

 and the rich he has sent empty away. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

 in remembrance of his mercy, 

as he spoke to our fathers, 

 to Abraham and to his offspring forever.” 

And Mary remained with her about three months and returned to her home. 

 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsory  

P Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up for 

David a righteous Branch. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P He shall reign as king and deal wisely, and shall execute justice and 

righteousness in the land. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
P Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 

C This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our 

Righteousness. 
 



6 

 

Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 
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Children’s Message DCE Erika Troester 

 

Sermon Song “The Advent of Our King”  BSLC Praise Team 

 

1 The advent of our King 

    Our prayers must now employ, 

And we must hymns of welcome sing 

    In strains of holy joy. 

  

2 The everlasting Son 

    Incarnate deigns to be, 

Himself a servant’s form puts on 

    To set His servants free. 

  

Refrain: All glory to the Son, 

    Who comes to set us free, 

With Father, Spirit, ever one 

    Through all eternity. 

 

3 O Zion’s daughter, rise 

    To meet your lowly King, 

Nor let your faithless heart despise 

    The peace He comes to bring. 

  

4 As judge, on clouds of light, 

    He soon will come again 

And His true members all unite 

    With Him in heav’n to reign.  Refrain 

  

5 Before the dawning day 

    Let sin’s dark deeds be gone, 

The sinful self be put away, 

    The new self now put on.  Refrain x 2 

  
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Worship Fully” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 
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Prayer  

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 

 

Collect of the Day  

P Almighty and everlasting God, You caused Your only-begotten Son to be 

born of the blessed virgin Mary for our salvation. Grant that we all may 

ponder and adore the mystery of His holy incarnation and may joyfully 

partake in His divine grace unto life eternal.  For there with angels and 
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archangels and with all the company of heaven we will worship fully 

Your glorious name, evermore praising You for our salvation; through 

Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Lord’s Prayer  

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer  

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
 

Blessing  

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

P The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the + Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve you. 

C Amen. 
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Closing Hymn “Angels from the Realms of Glory” LSB 367 

1 Angels from the realms of glory, 

    Wing your flight o’er all the earth; 

Ye who sang creation’s story, 

    Now proclaim Messiah’s birth. Refrain 

  

Refrain: Come and worship, come and worship; 

Worship Christ, the newborn King. 

  

2 Shepherds in the field abiding, 

    Watching o’er your flocks by night, 

God with us is now residing, 

    Yonder shines the Infant Light. Refrain 

  

3 Sages, leave your contemplations, 

    Brighter visions beam afar; 

Seek the great Desire of nations, 

    Ye have seen His natal star. Refrain 

  

4 Saints before the altar bending, 

    Watching long in hope and fear, 

Suddenly the Lord, descending, 

    In His temple shall appear. Refrain 

  

5 All creation, join in praising 

    God the Father, Spirit, Son, 

Evermore your voices raising 

    To the eternal Three in One. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
 

Generosity   

In addition to our normal, sacrificial, firstfruits offerings to the Lord, we can use 

over-and-above offerings in this season of generosity to do great good in our 

church and our community.  You are invited to consider giving over-and-above 

offerings to the following efforts: 1) “Tell the Next Generation” helps us proclaim 

the Good News of Jesus far and wide.  2) Our “Elder Help” fund enables us to 

provide relief and aid to those in need.  Just write “Tell the Next Generation” or 

“Elder Help” on the envelope or the memo line of those additional gifts.  God bless 

you! 
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Offerings 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website HERE.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 

 

 

Acknowledgments 

Service of Prayer and Preaching from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The 

Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a 

publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved.Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing 

House. 

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response

