
BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 

GOOD FRIDAY 

Series: “Words of Life from the Cross” 

Today’s Theme: “Commit” (The Dying Word) 

April 10, 2020 

 

ABOUT OUR SERIES: When someone speaks their last words, their family listens 

and takes them to heart.  When our Lord speaks from the cross right before his death, 

all of heaven and earth are moved.  Hear the words of life spoken to you tonight. 

 

OPENING SONG – “Man of Sorrows” by Hillsong 

Performed by Cody Barrier, Amy Nelson, Justin Metcalf, Matt Showman,  

& Staci Mathes  

 

Man of sorrows Lamb of God 

By His own betrayed 

The sin of man and wrath of God 

Has been on Jesus laid 

 

Silent as He stood accused 

Beaten mocked and scorned 

Bowing to the Father's will 

He took a crown of thorns 

 

Oh that rugged cross, my salvation 

Where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out Hallelujah 

Praise and honor unto Thee 

 

Sent of heaven God's own Son 

To purchase and redeem 

And reconcile the very ones 

Who nailed Him to that tree 
 

Oh that rugged cross, my salvation 

Where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out Hallelujah 

Praise and honor unto Thee 

 



Now my debt is paid, it is paid in full 

By the precious blood that my Jesus spilled 

Now the curse of sin has no hold on me 

Whom the Son sets free, oh is free indeed 

 

Now my debt is paid, it is paid in full 

By the precious blood that my Jesus spilled 

Now the curse of sin has no hold on me 

Whom the Son sets free, oh is free indeed 

 

Oh that rugged cross, my salvation 

Where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out Hallelujah 

Praise and honor unto Thee 

 

See the stone is rolled away 

Behold the empty tomb 

Hallelujah God be praised 

He's risen from the grave 

 

Oh that rugged cross, my salvation 

Where Your love poured out over me 

Now my soul cries out Hallelujah 

Praise and honor unto Thee 

Praise and honor unto Thee 

 

TENEBRAE: A service of darkness.  

What we normally do: Throughout our Good Friday worship, light is removed 

gradually from the sanctuary as the passion narrative is read, describing the death of 

our Lord. As the last candle is removed, noting the death of our Savior, a loud sound 

is heard. This represents that point in history when the tomb was closed. Following 

the silent prayer at the close of the service, worshippers silently depart, returning 

home contemplating the meaning of Christ’s death for us in the certain hope of the 

Easter victory soon to be celebrated.  

What you can do: As individuals or families, you are invited to participate in 

this online worship together in a dark room.  If you have seven candles or seven 

lights, you may extinguish them one by one at the end of each of the 7 passion 

readings.  Spend time in prayer at home, praying aloud and praying silently. Ponder 



the serious penalty of sin, and also the profound grace that pays the price for us.  A 

somber Good Friday meditation will make the joy of Easter even more sweet. 

 

INVOCATION 

Pastor: In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

People: Amen. 

 

OPENING SENTENCES (Selected verses from Isaiah 53.) 

Pastor: He was despised and rejected by men, 

    a man of sorrows and acquainted with grief; 

People: and as one from whom men hide their faces 

    he was despised, and we esteemed him not. 

Pastor: Surely he has borne our griefs 

    and carried our sorrows; 

People: yet we esteemed him stricken, 

    smitten by God, and afflicted. 

Pastor: But he was pierced for our transgressions; 

    he was crushed for our iniquities; 

 upon him was the chastisement that brought us peace, 

    and with his wounds we are healed. 

People: All we like sheep have gone astray; 

    we have turned—every one—to his own way; 

 and the Lord has laid on him 

    the iniquity of us all. 

Pastor: He was oppressed, and he was afflicted, 

    yet he opened not his mouth; 

People: like a lamb that is led to the slaughter, 

    and like a sheep that before its shearers is silent, 

    so he opened not his mouth. 

Pastor: And they made his grave with the wicked 

    and with a rich man in his death, 

People: although he had done no violence, 

    and there was no deceit in his mouth. 

Pastor: he poured out his soul to death 

    and was numbered with the transgressors; 

People:  yet he bore the sin of many, 

    and makes intercession for the transgressors. 

 

CONFESSION – Psalm 51:1-17  



Pastor: Have mercy on me, O God, 

   according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

   blot out my transgressions. 

People: Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

   and cleanse me from my sin! 

For I know my transgressions, 

   and my sin is ever before me. 

 

Pastor: Against you, you only, have I sinned 

   and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

   and blameless in your judgment. 

People: Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

   and in sin did my mother conceive me. 

Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

   and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

 

Pastor: Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

   wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

Let me hear joy and gladness; 

   let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 

People: Hide your face from my sins, 

   and blot out all my iniquities. 

 

Pastor: Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

   and renew a right spirit within me. 

People: Cast me not away from your presence, 

   and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 

Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

   and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

 

Pastor: Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

   and sinners will return to you. 

Deliver me from bloodguiltiness, O God, 

   O God of my salvation, 

   and my tongue will sing aloud of your righteousness. 



People: O Lord, open my lips, 

   and my mouth will declare your praise. 

 

Pastor: For you will not delight in sacrifice, or I would give it; 

   you will not be pleased with a burnt offering. 

People: The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit; 

   a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. 

 

 (A moment of silent reflection) 

 

Pastor: Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To 

those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of 

God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

People: Amen. 

 

SONG – “Forgiven” by Crowder 

Performed by Gage, Grant, and Lisa Lisec  

 

I'm the one who held the nail 

It was cold between my fingertips 

I've hidden in the garden 

I've denied You with my very lips 

 

God I fall down to my knees 

With a hammer in my hand 

You look at me, arms open 

 

Forgiven, forgiven 

Child, there is freedom from all of it 

Say goodbye to ev'ry sin 

You are forgiven 

 

I've done things I wish I hadn't done 

I've seen things I wish I hadn't seen 

Just the thought of Your amazing grace 



And I cry Jesus forgive me 

 

God I fall down to my knees 

With a hammer in my hand 

You look at me, arms open 

 

Forgiven, forgiven 

Child there is freedom from all of it 

Say goodbye to ev'ry sin 

You are forgiven 

 

I could've been six feet under 

I could've been lost forever 

Yeah, I should be in that fire 

But now there's fire inside of me 

 

Here I am a dead man walking 

No grave gonna hold God's people 

All the weight of all our evil 

Lifted away forever free 

Who could believe, who could believe 

 

Forgiven, forgiven 

You love me even when I don't deserve it 

Forgiven, I'm forgiven 

Jesus Your blood makes me innocent 

So I say goodbye to ev'ry sin 

I am forgiven, I am forgiven 

 

CONFESSION OF FAITH  

(Explanation of the Second article of the Apostles’ Creed) 

Pastor: Together we confess our faith in Jesus Christ who suffered, was stricken, 

smitten by God, and afflicted in our place:  

 

 I believe that Jesus Christ, true God, begotten of the Father from eternity, 

and also true man, born of the Virgin Mary, is my Lord,  

People: who has redeemed me, a lost and condemned person, purchased and 

won me from all sins, from death, and from the power of the devil;  

Pastor:  not with gold or silver, 



People:      but with His holy, precious blood and with His innocent suffering and 

death.  

 

EPISTLE Hebrews 4:14–16; 5:7–9 

14Since then we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens, 

Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15For we do not have a high 

priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but one who in every respect 

has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16Let us then with confidence draw near 

to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of 

need. . . . 

7In the days of his flesh, Jesus offered up prayers and supplications, with loud 

cries and tears, to him who was able to save him from death, and he was heard 

because of his reverence. 8Although he was a son, he learned obedience through what 

he suffered. 9And being made perfect, he became the source of eternal salvation to all 

who obey him. 

 

Pastor:  O Lord, have mercy on us. 

People: Thanks be to God. 

OFFERING 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 

1.  You may mail a check to the church 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website HERE.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 

 

BIDDING PRAYER 

Pastor: Let us pray for the Church throughout the world, that churches flourish in 

their working of connecting people with the love of Jesus. 

 

Father God, by Your Holy Spirit, guide our church to present a clear 

witness to the love of Jesus.  

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response


People: Let unity overcome division, truth overcome error, and love overcome 

strife; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  

Pastor: Let us pray for the Synod President, [name]; District President, [name]; for 

our pastors and teachers; for all servants of the Church; and for all the 

people of God. 

 

Lord of the Church, You bless our church with pastors and teachers, 

musicians and custodians, deaconesses and Sunday School teachers, 

missionaries and theologians, and a wide variety of ministries to extend 

Your love to communities everywhere.  

People: Uphold and guide all whom You call to various ministries, that their 

work give glory to You and extend Your reign in all communities; 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  

Pastor: Let us pray for those who are new to the Christian faith and are preparing 

for Baptism or confirmation. 

 

Lord God, You bless our church with new people. Guide them as they 

learn and grow to love You.  

People: Protect them from distractions. Help them to find ways to live out 

their newly experienced faith in acts of service. Help our church to 

welcome new people with open arms; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Pastor: Let us pray for those who do not believe in Jesus Christ, that the Holy 

Spirit would gently guide hearts to the love of God for us in Jesus. 

 

Merciful God, You often work in wonderfully mysterious ways. We ask 

that Your Spirit move powerfully in the lives of those who do not believe 

to draw them toward Your love in Christ Jesus. Enable those of us who 

believe to be good and faithful witnesses to the love of Christ.  

People: Keep us from placing unnecessary barriers in the way of the those 

who struggle to believe. Help us to be ready to rejoice when a lost 

sheep is found; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

  

Pastor: Let us pray for those who serve in public office, that God guide them to 

lead with wisdom, compassion, and concern for those most vulnerable in 

our society. 



 

God of power and might, bless the leaders of our nation, state, and local 

communities. Create in them the humility to lead as those who serve. 

Protect us from corrupt and unjust leaders.  

People: Guide all who serve in public office to seek the peace, well-being, 

freedom, and joy of the people they serve; through Jesus Christ, our 

Lord. Amen. 

  

Pastor: Let us pray for those in need: the sick, the dying, the oppressed, and the 

vulnerable. 

 

Compassionate God, we pray for… 

 

Your special care of those in difficult circumstances is evident in the 

mercy Jesus showed to those who were poor, blind, lame, or rejected by 

the world. Bless those in trouble with healing, peace, and the love of those 

they need to help them through each day.  

People: Help us to notice people’s need and to respond with providing for both 

their physical and spiritual needs; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

Amen. 

  

Pastor: Finally, let us pray the prayer Jesus taught us: 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 



“Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447, sts. 19-21 

Seventh Word: Luke 23:46 

 

19 Jesus, all Your labor vast, 

All Your woe and conflict past, 

Yielding up Your soul at last: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

  

20 When the death shades round us low’r, 

Guard us from the tempter’s pow’r, 

Keep us in that trial hour: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

  

21 May Your life and death supply 

Grace to live and grace to die, 

Grace to reach the home on high: 

    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

 

Text: Public domain 

 

 

THE RITE OF TENEBRAE 

 

PART 1    Luke 22:39-53 (Jesus Prays, Is Betrayed and Arrested) 

39 And he came out and went, as was his custom, to the Mount of Olives, and the 

disciples followed him.40 And when he came to the place, he said to them, “Pray that 

you may not enter into temptation.” 41 And he withdrew from them about a stone's 

throw, and knelt down and prayed, 42 saying, “Father, if you are willing, remove this 

cup from me. Nevertheless, not my will, but yours, be done.” 43 And there appeared to 

him an angel from heaven, strengthening him. 44 And being in an agony he prayed 

more earnestly; and his sweat became like great drops of blood falling down to the 

ground. 45 And when he rose from prayer, he came to the disciples and found them 

sleeping for sorrow, 46 and he said to them, “Why are you sleeping? Rise and pray that 

you may not enter into temptation.” 

 

47 While he was still speaking, there came a crowd, and the man called Judas, one of 

the twelve, was leading them. He drew near to Jesus to kiss him, 48 but Jesus said to 

him, “Judas, would you betray the Son of Man with a kiss?” 49 And when those who 

were around him saw what would follow, they said, “Lord, shall we strike with the 



sword?” 50 And one of them struck the servant of the high priest and cut off his right 

ear. 51 But Jesus said, “No more of this!” And he touched his ear and healed 

him. 52 Then Jesus said to the chief priests and officers of the temple and elders, who 

had come out against him, “Have you come out as against a robber, with swords and 

clubs? 53 When I was with you day after day in the temple, you did not lay hands on 

me. But this is your hour, and the power of darkness.” 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

 

PART 2    Luke 22:54-65 (Peter Denies Jesus) 

54 Then they seized him and led him away, bringing him into the high priest's 

house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And when they had kindled a fire in 

the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat down among 

them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light and looking closely at 

him, said, “This man also was with him.” 57 But he denied it, saying, “Woman, I do 

not know him.” 58 And a little later someone else saw him and said, “You also are one 

of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour 

still another insisted, saying, “Certainly this man also was with him, for he too is a 

Galilean.” 60 But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And 

immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the Lord turned 

and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the Lord, how he had said to 

him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will deny me three times.” 62 And he went 

out and wept bitterly. 

 

63 Now the men who were holding Jesus in custody were mocking him as they beat 

him. 64 They also blindfolded him and kept asking him, “Prophesy! Who is it that 

struck you?” 65 And they said many other things against him, blaspheming him. 

 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

 

PART 3    Luke 22:66-23:12 (Jesus before the Council, Pilate, and Herod) 

66 When day came, the assembly of the elders of the people gathered together, both 

chief priests and scribes. And they led him away to their council, and they said, 67 “If 

you are the Christ, tell us.” But he said to them, “If I tell you, you will not 

believe, 68 and if I ask you, you will not answer. 69 But from now on the Son of Man 

shall be seated at the right hand of the power of God.” 70 So they all said, “Are you the 



Son of God, then?” And he said to them, “You say that I am.” 71 Then they said, 

“What further testimony do we need? We have heard it ourselves from his own lips.”    

          23:1 Then the whole company of them arose and brought him before Pilate. 2 And 

they began to accuse him, saying, “We found this man misleading our nation 

and forbidding us to give tribute to Caesar, and saying that he himself is Christ, a 

king.” 3 And Pilate asked him, “Are you the King of the Jews?” And he answered him, 

“You have said so.” 4 Then Pilate said to the chief priests and the crowds, “I find no 

guilt in this man.” 5 But they were urgent, saying, “He stirs up the people, teaching 

throughout all Judea, from Galilee even to this place.” 

           6 When Pilate heard this, he asked whether the man was a Galilean. 7 And when 

he learned that he belonged to Herod's jurisdiction, he sent him over to Herod, who 

was himself in Jerusalem at that time. 8 When Herod saw Jesus, he was very glad, for 

he had long desired to see him, because he had heard about him, and he was hoping to 

see some sign done by him. 9 So he questioned him at some length, but he made no 

answer. 10 The chief priests and the scribes stood by, vehemently accusing him. 11 And 

Herod with his soldiers treated him with contempt and mocked him. Then, arraying 

him in splendid clothing, he sent him back to Pilate. 12 And Herod and Pilate became 

friends with each other that very day, for before this they had been at enmity with 

each other. 

 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

PART 4    Luke 23:13-25 (Pilate Delivers Jesus to Be Crucified) 

 

13 Pilate then called together the chief priests and the rulers and the people, 14 and said 

to them, “You brought me this man as one who was misleading the people. And after 

examining him before you, behold, I did not find this man guilty of any of your 

charges against him. 15 Neither did Herod, for he sent him back to us. Look, nothing 

deserving death has been done by him. 16 I will therefore punish and release him.” 

           18 But they all cried out together, “Away with this man, and release to us 

Barabbas”— 19 a man who had been thrown into prison for an insurrection started in 

the city and for murder. 20 Pilate addressed them once more, desiring to release 

Jesus, 21 but they kept shouting, “Crucify, crucify him!” 22 A third time he said to 

them, “Why, what evil has he done? I have found in him no guilt deserving death. I 

will therefore punish and release him.” 23 But they were urgent, demanding with loud 

cries that he should be crucified. And their voices prevailed. 24 So Pilate decided that 

their demand should be granted. 25 He released the man who had been thrown into 



prison for insurrection and murder, for whom they asked, but he delivered Jesus over 

to their will.

 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

PART 5    Luke 23:26-38 (The Crucifixion) 

 

26 And as they led him away, they seized one Simon of Cyrene, who was coming in 

from the country, and laid on him the cross, to carry it behind Jesus. 27 And there 

followed him a great multitude of the people and of women who were mourning and 

lamenting for him. 28 But turning to them Jesus said, “Daughters of Jerusalem, do not 

weep for me, but weep for yourselves and for your children. 29 For behold, the days 

are coming when they will say, ‘Blessed are the barren and the wombs that never bore 

and the breasts that never nursed!’30 Then they will begin to say to the mountains, 

‘Fall on us,’ and to the hills, ‘Cover us.’ 31 For if they do these things when the wood 

is green, what will happen when it is dry?” 

 

32 Two others, who were criminals, were led away to be put to death with him. 33 And 

when they came to the place that is called The Skull, there they crucified him, and the 

criminals, one on his right and one on his left.34 And Jesus said, “Father, forgive 

them, for they know not what they do.” And they cast lots to divide his 

garments. 35 And the people stood by, watching, but the rulers scoffed at him, 

saying, “He saved others; let him save himself, if he is the Christ of God, his Chosen 

One!” 36 The soldiers also mocked him, coming up and offering him sour wine 37 and 

saying, “If you are the King of the Jews, save yourself!” 38 There was also an 

inscription over him, “This is the King of the Jews.” 

 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

 

PART 6    Luke 23:39-46 (The Death of Jesus) 

 

39 One of the criminals who were hanged railed at him, saying, “Are you not the 

Christ? Save yourself and us!” 40 But the other rebuked him, saying, “Do you not fear 

God, since you are under the same sentence of condemnation? 41 And we indeed 

justly, for we are receiving the due reward of our deeds; but this man has done 

nothing wrong.” 42 And he said, “Jesus, remember me when you come into your 



kingdom.” 43 And he said to him, “Truly, I say to you, today you will be with me 

in Paradise.” 

44 It was now about the sixth hour, and there was darkness over the whole land until 

the ninth hour, 45 while the sun's light failed. And the curtain of the temple was torn in 

two. 46 Then Jesus, calling out with a loud voice, said, “Father, into your hands 

I commit my spirit!” And having said this he breathed his last. 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

 

MESSAGE – “Commit”  Rev. Jonathan Gruen

PART 7    Luke 23:47-56 (Jesus Is Buried) 

 

47 Now when the centurion saw what had taken place, he praised God, saying, 

“Certainly this man was innocent!” 48 And all the crowds that had assembled for this 

spectacle, when they saw what had taken place, returned home beating their 

breasts. 49 And all his acquaintances and the women who had followed him from 

Galilee stood at a distance watching these things. 

 

50 Now there was a man named Joseph, from the Jewish town of Arimathea. He was a 

member of the council, a good and righteous man, 51 who had not consented to their 

decision and action; and he was looking for the kingdom of God. 52 This man went to 

Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus. 53 Then he took it down and wrapped it in a 

linen shroud and laid him in a tomb cut in stone, where no one had ever yet been 

laid. 54 It was the day of Preparation, and the Sabbath was beginning. 55 The 

women who had come with him from Galilee followed and saw the tomb and how his 

body was laid. 56 Then they returned and prepared spices and ointments.  

On the Sabbath they rested according to the commandment. 

 

(You may make your room darker) 

 

 

HYMN “Were You There” LSB 456 

Performed by Staci and Logan Mathes 

 

1 Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 



    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they crucified my Lord? 

 

 

2 Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they nailed Him to the tree? 

 

 

3 Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when they laid Him in the tomb? 
  

4 Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 

    Oh . . . 

Sometimes it causes me to tremble, 

            tremble, 

        tremble. 

Were you there when God raised Him from the tomb? 
 

Text: Public domain 

 

SILENT PRAYER AFTER WORSHIP 
 

Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version, copyright © 2001 by 

Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.  

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2006 Concordia Publishing House. 
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