
 
 
 
 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lent Series: “Return to the Lord” 

 
March 24, 2021 
Today’s Theme:  

“Return to the Kingdom of God” 
 
 

 
About Our Series 

The prophet Joel calls out to us: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 

disaster” (Joel 2:13).  Following Ash Wednesday’s call to return, each sermon in 

this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the 

people involved in the event. These accounts will call us to turn away from sins like 

betrayal, false witness, denial, and instead return to prayer, the reign of God, the 

table of the Lord, and eventually, the joy of the Resurrection.  This Lent and Easter, 

let us return to Jesus with all our heart. 

 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Invocation and Opening Response 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 



L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn   “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary”   LSB 423 

1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 

Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 

    Savior from the world above: 

Often have Your eyes, offended, 

    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 

Yet upon the cross extended, 

    You have borne the pain of all. 

 

2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

    Breathing no repentant vow, 

Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 

    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 

Yet Your sinless death has brought us 

    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 

Only what Your grace has taught us 

    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 

3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 

    With more fervent love for You; 

May our eyes be ever turning 

    To behold Your cross anew 

Till in glory, parted never 

    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 

Graven in our hearts forever, 

    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 
Text: Public domain 

 
First Reading Isaiah 53:1-3 

1 Who has believed what they heard from us? 

And to whom has the arm of the LORD been revealed? 
2 For He grew up before Him like a young plant, 

and like a root out of dry ground; 



He had no form or majesty that we should look at Him, 

and no beauty that we should desire Him. 
3 He was despised and rejected by men; 

a man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief; 

and as one from whom men hide their faces 

He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Second Reading 1 Timothy 2:1-7 

1 First of all, then, I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and 

thanksgivings be made for all people, 2 for kings and all who are in high 

positions, that we may lead a peaceful and quiet life, godly and dignified in 

every way. 3 This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4 

who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 
5 For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the 

man Christ Jesus, 6 who gave Himself as a ransom for all, 7 which is the 

testimony given at the proper time. For this I was appointed a preacher and 

an apostle (I am telling the truth, I am not lying), a teacher of the Gentiles 

in faith and truth. 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel John 18:28-38 
54 Then they seized Him and led Him away, bringing Him into the high 

priest’s house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And when they had 

kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 

down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light 

and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with Him.” 57 But he 

denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.” 58 And a little later someone 

else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I 

am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, 

saying, “Certainly this man also was with Him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 

But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And 

immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the 

Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the 



Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will 

deny Me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Responsory 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 

 
Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 



     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Children's Message DCE Erika Troester 
 
Sermon Hymn     
             “Your Kingdom, O God, Is My Glorious Treasure”           LSB 654 
 

1 Your kingdom, O God, is my glorious treasure, 

    My pearl of incomp’rable worth. 

Its value exceeds ev’ry standard of measure, 

    Surpassing the wealth of the earth. 

Lord, give me Your grace and the pow’r of the Spirit 

    To value this treasure aright 

That, never allured by the world, I inherit 

    Your kingdom of glory and light. 

 

2 Your kingdom, O God, is alive with the power 

    Your Word and Your Spirit bestow. 

Like yeast, they affect the whole measure of flour, 

    Enabling Your kingdom to grow. 

Empower me, Lord, as I live Your commission, 

    Though humble my service may be, 

And bring ev’ry planting to perfect fruition, 

    A mustard seed grown to a tree. 

 



3 Your kingdom, O God, is a field for the growing 

    Of seeds that Your mercy has sown; 

But still in our midst is the enemy sowing 

    The weeds that imperil Your own. 

Sustain me, O Lord, till Your day of returning 

    And harvest me homeward at last, 

To shine in the homeland that quiets all yearning, 

    Where sorrow and danger are past. 
Text: © David W. Rogner. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

 
Sermon – “Return to the Kingdom of God” Rev. Devin Burmeister 

 
Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 

L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

Collect of the Day 

L Almighty God, Your kingdom is not like the kingdoms of this world. 

Instead of force, You reign by grace; instead of corruption, You reign by 

the truth; instead of favoritism, You reign by serving all. Help us not to 

fall into the ways of the kingdoms of this world, but to welcome Your 

gracious reign in our lives; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who 

lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 



Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn   “I Love Your Kingdom, Lord”   LSB 651 
 

1 I love Your kingdom, Lord, 

    The place of Your abode, 

The Church our blest Redeemer saved 

    With His own precious blood. 

 

2 Beyond my highest joy 

    I prize its heav’nly ways, 

Its sweet communion, solemn vows, 

    Its hymns of love and praise. 

 

3 I love Your Church, O God, 

    Your saints in ev’ry land, 

Dear as the apple of Your eye 

    And graven on Your hand. 

 

4 For them my tears shall fall; 

    For them my prayers ascend; 

For them my cares and toils be giv’n 

    Till toils and cares shall end. 

 

5 Sure as Your truth shall last, 

    To Zion shall be giv’n 

The brightest glories earth can yield 

    And brighter bliss of heav’n. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Offering 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 



Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website here.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 
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