
 
 
 
 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lent Series: “Return to the Lord” 

 
March 17, 2021 
Today’s Theme:  

“Return from Denial” 
 
 
 

 

About Our Series 

The prophet Joel calls out to us: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 

disaster” (Joel 2:13).  Following Ash Wednesday’s call to return, each sermon in 

this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the 

people involved in the event. These accounts will call us to turn away from sins like 

betrayal, false witness, denial, and instead return to prayer, the reign of God, the 

table of the Lord, and eventually, the joy of the Resurrection.  This Lent and Easter, 

let us return to Jesus with all our heart. 

 
Invocation and Opening Response 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.  



C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Opening Hymn   “O Lord, throughout These Forty Days”  LSB 418 

1 O Lord, throughout these forty days 

    You prayed and kept the fast; 

Inspire repentance for our sin, 

    And free us from our past. 
 

2 You strove with Satan, and You won; 

    Your faithfulness endured; 

Lend us Your nerve, Your skill and trust 

    In God’s eternal Word. 
 

3 Though parched and hungry, yet You prayed 

    And fixed Your mind above; 

So teach us to deny ourselves, 

    Since we have known God’s love. 
 

4 Be with us through this season, Lord, 

    And all our earthly days, 

That when the final Easter dawns, 

    We join in heaven’s praise. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

 

First Reading 1 Peter 5:6-10 

L A reading from First Peter, the fifth chapter. 
  

6 Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that 

at the proper time He may exalt you, 7 casting all your anxieties on Him, 

because He cares for you. 8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary 

the devil prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. 9 

Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are 

being experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 10 And after 

you have suffered a little while, the God of all grace, who has called you to 

His eternal glory in Christ, will Himself restore, confirm, strengthen, and 

establish you. 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 



Holy Gospel Luke 22:54-62 

L A reading from St. Luke, the twenty-second chapter. 
 

54 Then they seized Him and led Him away, bringing Him into the high 

priest’s house, and Peter was following at a distance. 55 And when they had 

kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and sat down together, Peter sat 

down among them. 56 Then a servant girl, seeing him as he sat in the light 

and looking closely at him, said, “This man also was with Him.” 57 But he 

denied it, saying, “Woman, I do not know Him.” 58 And a little later someone 

else saw him and said, “You also are one of them.” But Peter said, “Man, I 

am not.” 59 And after an interval of about an hour still another insisted, 

saying, “Certainly this man also was with Him, for he too is a Galilean.” 60 

But Peter said, “Man, I do not know what you are talking about.” And 

immediately, while he was still speaking, the rooster crowed. 61 And the 

Lord turned and looked at Peter. And Peter remembered the saying of the 

Lord, how He had said to him, “Before the rooster crows today, you will 

deny Me three times.” 62 And he went out and wept bitterly. 

 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Responsory 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 

 
Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 



You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

 
Children's Message DCE Erika Troester 

 
 
 
 



Sermon Hymn 542  “When I Behold Jesus Christ” LSB 542 
 sts. 1-3 

1 When I behold Jesus Christ, 

    True God who died for me, 

I wonder much at His love 

    As He hung on the tree. Refrain 

 

Refrain:  What kind of love is this? 

What kind of love is this? 

    You showed Your love, Jesus, there 

    To me on Calvary. 

What kind of love is this? 

What kind of love is this? 

    You showed Your love, Jesus, there 

    To me on Calvary. 

 

2 For me You gave all Your love, 

    For me You suffered pain; 

I find no words, nothing can 

    Your selflessness explain. Refrain 

 

3 You had no sin, holy Lord, 

    But You were tortured, tried; 

On Golgotha there for all 

    My sins You bled and died. Refrain 
Text: © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church Mekane Yesus. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 
License no. 110003400 
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 “When I Behold Jesus Christ” LSB 542 
 st. 4 

 

4 What love is this? Greater love 

    No one has ever known. 

My life with God— this I owe 

    To You, and You alone. Refrain 

 



Refrain:  What kind of love is this? 

What kind of love is this? 

    You showed Your love, Jesus, there 

    To me on Calvary. 

What kind of love is this? 

What kind of love is this? 

    You showed Your love, Jesus, there 

    To me on Calvary. 
 

Text (st. 4): © 1998 Concordia Publishing House; (ref): © 1970 Ethiopian Evangelical Church 

Mekane Yesus. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

 

Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 



C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

Collect of the Day 

L Lord Jesus Christ, grant us love for You and firmness of faith that we may 

resist the temptation to deny You and compromise our confession of faith. 

Strengthen us on the journey of life that we may ever walk with You and 

joyfully acknowledge You as our Savior, in whom is all our hope. This 

we ask in Your precious and mighty name. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God 



L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn  “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”   LSB 427 

1 In the cross of Christ I glory, 

    Tow’ring o’er the wrecks of time. 

All the light of sacred story 

    Gathers round its head sublime. 

 

2 When the woes of life o’ertake me, 

    Hopes deceive, and fears annoy, 

Never shall the cross forsake me; 

    Lo, it glows with peace and joy. 
 

3 When the sun of bliss is beaming 

    Light and love upon my way, 

From the cross the radiance streaming 

    Adds more luster to the day. 
 

4 Bane and blessing, pain and pleasure 

    By the cross are sanctified; 

Peace is there that knows no measure, 

    Joys that through all time abide. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Offering 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website here.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 

 
  

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
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