
 
 
 
 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lent Series: “Return to the Lord” 

 
March 10, 2021 
Today’s Theme:  

“Return from False Witness” 
 

 
About Our Series 

The prophet Joel calls out to us: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 

disaster” (Joel 2:13).  Following Ash Wednesday’s call to return, each sermon in 

this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the 

people involved in the event. These accounts will call us to turn away from sins like 

betrayal, false witness, denial, and instead return to prayer, the reign of God, the 

table of the Lord, and eventually, the joy of the Resurrection.  This Lent and Easter, 

let us return to Jesus with all our heart. 
 

Welcome and Announcements 
 

Invocation and Opening Response 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised.  



C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Opening Hymn    “Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420 
 sts. 1, 5-7 

1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

    To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
  

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 
  

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high.  Text: Public domain 



Old Testament Exodus 23:1-9 

L A reading from Exodus, chapter 23, which demands that God’s people be 

truthful and just. 

  

 “You shall not spread a false report. You shall not join hands with a 

wicked man to be a malicious witness. You shall not fall in with the many to 

do evil, nor shall you bear witness in a lawsuit, siding with the many, so as to 

pervert justice, nor shall you be partial to a poor man in his lawsuit. 

 “If you meet your enemy’s ox or his donkey going astray, you shall 

bring it back to him. If you see the donkey of one who hates you lying down 

under its burden, you shall refrain from leaving him with it; you shall rescue it 

with him. 

 “You shall not pervert the justice due to your poor in his lawsuit. Keep 

far from a false charge, and do not kill the innocent and righteous, for I will 

not acquit the wicked. And you shall take no bribe, for a bribe blinds the 

clear-sighted and subverts the cause of those who are in the right. 

 “You shall not oppress a sojourner. You know the heart of a sojourner, 

for you were sojourners in the land of Egypt. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 26:57-68 

L A reading from St. Matthew, the twenty-sixth chapter. 
 

57 Then those who had seized Jesus led Him to Caiaphas the high priest, 

where the scribes and the elders had gathered. 58 And Peter was following 

Him at a distance, as far as the courtyard of the high priest, and going inside 

he sat with the guards to see the end. 59 Now the chief priests and the whole 

Council were seeking false testimony against Jesus that they might put Him 

to death, 60 but they found none, though many false witnesses came forward. 

At last two came forward 61 and said, “This man said, ‘I am able to destroy 

the temple of God, and to rebuild it in three days.’” 62 And the high priest 

stood up and said, “Have You no answer to make? What is it that these men 

testify against You?” 63 But Jesus remained silent. And the high priest said 

to Him, “I adjure You by the living God, tell us if You are the Christ, the 

Son of God.” 64 Jesus said to him, “You have said so. But I tell you, from 

now on you will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and 



coming on the clouds of heaven.” 65 Then the high priest tore his robes and 

said, “He has uttered blasphemy. What further witnesses do we need? You 

have now heard His blasphemy. 66 What is your judgment?” They answered, 

“He deserves death.” 67 Then they spit in His face and struck Him. And some 

slapped Him, 68 saying, “Prophesy to us, You Christ! Who is it that struck 

You?” 

 

L This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Responsory 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
 

Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 



Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Children's Message 
 

Sermon Hymn   “O Sacred Head, Now Wounded” LSB 450 
 sts. 1, 3-5 

1 O sacred Head, now wounded, 

    With grief and shame weighed down, 

Now scornfully surrounded 

    With thorns, Thine only crown. 

O sacred Head, what glory, 

    What bliss, till now was Thine! 

Yet, though despised and gory, 

    I joy to call Thee mine. 
  

3 What Thou, my Lord, hast suffered 

    Was all for sinners’ gain; 

Mine, mine was the transgression, 

    But Thine the deadly pain. 

Lo, here I fall, my Savior! 



    ’Tis I deserve Thy place; 

Look on me with Thy favor, 

    And grant to me Thy grace. 
  

4 My Shepherd, now receive me; 

    My Guardian, own me Thine. 

Great blessings Thou didst give me, 

    O Source of gifts divine. 

Thy lips have often fed me 

    With words of truth and love; 

Thy Spirit oft hath led me 

    To heav’nly joys above. 
  

5 What language shall I borrow 

    To thank Thee, dearest Friend, 

For this Thy dying sorrow, 

    Thy pity without end? 

O make me Thine forever! 

    And should I fainting be, 

Lord, let me never, never, 

    Outlive my love for Thee. 
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110003400 

 
Sermon – “Return from False Witness” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 

 
Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

Collect of the Day 

L Lord God, in You we find the truth about our world and our lives. Spare 

us from the ravages of false witness. And when we fall, lift us up again 

and lead us to Jesus, the Way, the Truth, and the Life; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn      “You Are the Way; through You Alone”    LSB 526 

1 You are the way; through You alone 

    Can we the Father find; 

In You, O Christ, has God revealed 

    His heart and will and mind. 
  

2 You are the truth; Your Word alone 

    True wisdom can impart; 

You only can inform the mind 

    And purify the heart. 
  

3 You are the life; the empty tomb 

    Proclaims Your conqu’ring arm, 

And those who put their trust in You 

    Not death nor hell shall harm. 
 

4 You are the way, the truth, the life; 

    Grant us that way to know, 

That truth to keep, that life to win 

    Whose joys eternal flow. 
Text: Public domain 



Offering 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website here.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 

. 
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