
 
 
 
 

BEAUTIFUL SAVIOR LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Lent Series: “Return to the Lord” 

 
March 3, 2021 

Today’s Theme:  
“Return from Betrayal” 

 
 
 

 
About Our Series 

The prophet Joel calls out to us: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 

disaster” (Joel 2:13).  Following Ash Wednesday’s call to return, each sermon in 

this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the 

people involved in the event. These accounts will call us to turn away from sins like 

betrayal, false witness, denial, and instead return to prayer, the reign of God, the 

table of the Lord, and eventually, the joy of the Resurrection.  This Lent and Easter, 

let us return to Jesus with all our heart. 

 
Online Worship 

 
Invocation and Opening Response 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 



C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 
  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
Opening                  “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed” LSB 437 

1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

    And did my sov’reign die? 

Would He devote that sacred head 

    For such a worm as I? 

  

2 Was it for crimes that I had done 

    He groaned upon the tree? 

Amazing pity, grace unknown, 

    And love beyond degree! 

  

3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

    And shut his glories in 

When God, the mighty maker, died 

    For His own creatures’ sin. 

  

4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

    While His dear cross appears, 

Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 

    And melt mine eyes to tears. 

  

5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

    The debt of love I owe; 

Here, Lord, I give myself away: 

    ’Tis all that I can do. 
Text: Public domain 

 



Old Testament 2 Samuel 15:12; 17:1-4 

L A reading from 2 Samuel, when one of King David’s advisors conspires 

with David’s son, Absalom, to betray and overthrow the king. 

  
12 And while Absalom was offering the sacrifices, he sent for 

Ahithophel the Gilonite, David’s counselor, from his city Giloh. And the 

conspiracy grew strong, and the people with Absalom kept increasing… 

… 1 Moreover, Ahithophel said to Absalom, “Let me choose twelve 

thousand men, and I will arise and pursue David tonight. 2 I will come upon 

him while he is weary and discouraged and throw him into a panic, and all 

the people who are with him will flee. I will strike down only the king, 3 and 

I will bring all the people back to you as a bride comes home to her husband. 

You seek the life of only one man, and all the people will be at peace.” 4 

And the advice seemed right in the eyes of Absalom and all the elders of 

Israel. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel John 18:1-11 

L A reading from St. John, the eighteenth chapter. 
 

1 When Jesus had spoken these words, He went out with His disciples 

across the Kidron Valley, where there was a garden, which He and His 

disciples entered. 2 Now Judas, who betrayed Him, also knew the place, for 

Jesus often met there with His disciples. 3 So Judas, having procured a band 

of soldiers and some officers from the chief priests and the Pharisees, went 

there with lanterns and torches and weapons. 4 Then Jesus, knowing all that 

would happen to Him, came forward and said to them, “Whom do you 

seek?” 5 They answered Him, “Jesus of Nazareth.” Jesus said to them, “I am 

He.” Judas, who betrayed Him, was standing with them. 6 When Jesus said 

to them, “I am He,” they drew back and fell to the ground. 7 So He asked 

them again, “Whom do you seek?” And they said, “Jesus of Nazareth.” 8 

Jesus answered, “I told you that I am He. So, if you seek Me, let these men 

go.” 9 This was to fulfill the word that He had spoken: “Of those whom You 

gave Me I have lost not one.” 10 Then Simon Peter, having a sword, drew it 

and struck the high priest’s servant and cut off his right ear. (The servant’s 

name was Malchus.) 11 So Jesus said to Peter, “Put your sword into its 

sheath; shall I not drink the cup that the Father has given Me?” 



L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
 

Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  

C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 



     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Children's Message DCE Erika Troester 
 

Sermon Hymn       “A Lamb Goes Uncomplaining Forth”  LSB 438 
 

1 A Lamb goes uncomplaining forth, 

    The guilt of sinners bearing 

And, laden with the sins of earth, 

    None else the burden sharing; 

Goes patient on, grows weak and faint, 

To slaughter led without complaint, 

    That spotless life to offer, 

He bears the stripes, the wounds, the lies, 

The mockery, and yet replies, 

    “All this I gladly suffer.” 

  

2 This Lamb is Christ, the soul’s great friend, 

    The Lamb of God, our Savior, 

Whom God the Father chose to send 

    To gain for us His favor. 

“Go forth, My Son,” the Father said, 

“And free My children from their dread 

    Of guilt and condemnation. 

The wrath and stripes are hard to bear, 

But by Your passion they will share 

    The fruit of Your salvation.” 

  



3 “Yes, Father, yes, most willingly 

    I’ll bear what You command Me. 

My will conforms to Your decree, 

    I’ll do what You have asked Me.” 

O wondrous Love, what have You done! 

The Father offers up His Son, 

    Desiring our salvation. 

O Love, how strong You are to save! 

You lay the One into the grave 

    Who built the earth’s foundation. 
 

4 Lord, when Your glory I shall see 

    And taste Your kingdom’s pleasure, 

Your blood my royal robe shall be, 

    My joy beyond all measure! 

When I appear before Your throne, 

Your righteousness shall be my crown; 

    With these I need not hide me. 

And there, in garments richly wrought, 

As Your own bride shall we be brought 

    To stand in joy beside You. 
Tune: Public domain 

Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 
 

Sermon – “Return from Betrayal” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 
 

Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

Collect of the Day 

L Faithful God, Your love for us remains constant, even when we falter and 

fail. Help us to recognize our betrayals and to return to You by the cross 

of Jesus, where He paid for our sin with His life, so that our lives may be 

restored; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 



     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen. 
 

Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                            “Lamb of God”    LSB 550 

1 Your only Son, no sin to hide, 

But You have sent Him from Your side 

    To walk upon this guilty sod, 

    And to become the Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

Refrain: O Lamb of God, sweet Lamb of God, 

I love the holy Lamb of God! 

O wash me in His precious blood, 

My Jesus Christ, the Lamb of God. 
 

2 Your Gift of love they crucified, 

They laughed and scorned Him as He died: 

    The humble King they named a fraud, 

    And sacrificed the Lamb of God. Refrain 
 

3 I was so lost, I should have died, 

But You have brought me to Your side 

    To be led by Your staff and rod, 

    And to be called a lamb of God. Refrain 
 
Text: © 1985 Straightway Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 



Offering 

The offering plate is located in the narthex.  “Each one must give as he has decided 

in his heart, not reluctantly or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” – 

2 Cor. 9:7. 

 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website here.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 
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