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About Our Series 

The prophet Joel calls out to us: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 

disaster” (Joel 2:13).  Following Ash Wednesday’s call to return, each sermon in 

this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the 

people involved in the event. These accounts will call us to turn away from sins like 

betrayal, false witness, denial, and instead return to prayer, the reign of God, the 

table of the Lord, and eventually, the joy of the Resurrection.  This Lent and Easter, 

let us return to Jesus with all our heart. 

 
Invocation and Opening Response 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

L This is the day which the Lord has made; 

C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

L Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 

C slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love, and repents of evil. 
L Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 

C let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
L Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 

C He was bruised for our iniquities. 



  

L From the rising of the sun to its setting, 

C the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 
 “Break Your Hearts”  

1. Break your hearts with mourning 

And your pride in two, 

Ash and grief adorning 

Your repentance true. 

With your tears and fasting, 

From your God discern 

His ways everlasting: 

To your Lord return. 

 

2. See your Savior dying, 

Hung upon the tree. 

It is vain denying 

What is plain to see: 

While His heart is breaking, 

Still your God will earn 

Freedom in the making. 

To your Lord return. 

 

3. Gather all in number 

From both far and near; 

Even those in slumber 

Wait for trumpets clear. 

When the Lord grants blessing, 

Broken hearts will learn 

Joy beyond expressing; 

To your Lord return.  
 

Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights 

reserved. 

 



Old Testament Genesis 32:22 - 32 

L A reading from Genesis, the thirty-second chapter. 

   

 The same night he arose and took his two wives, his two female servants, and his 

eleven children, and crossed the ford of the Jabbok. He took them and sent them 

across the stream, and everything else that he had. And Jacob was left alone. And a 

man wrestled with him until the breaking of the day. When the man saw that he did 

not prevail against Jacob, he touched his hip socket, and Jacob’s hip was put out of 

joint as he wrestled with him. Then he said, “Let me go, for the day has broken.” 

But Jacob said, “I will not let you go unless you bless me.” And he said to him, 

“What is your name?” And he said, “Jacob.” Then he said, “Your name shall no 

longer be called Jacob, but Israel, for you have striven with God and with men, and 

have prevailed.” Then Jacob asked him, “Please tell me your name.” But he said, 

“Why is it that you ask my name?” And there he blessed him. So Jacob called the 

name of the place Peniel, saying, “For I have seen God face to face, and yet my life 

has been delivered.” The sun rose upon him as he passed Penuel, limping because 

of his hip. Therefore to this day the people of Israel do not eat the sinew of the thigh 

that is on the hip socket, because he touched the socket of Jacob’s hip on the sinew 

of the thigh. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Epistle Romans 8:22 – 28 

L A reading from Romans, the eighth chapter. 

 

 For we know that the whole creation has been groaning together in the pains of 

childbirth until now. And not only the creation, but we ourselves, who have the 

firstfruits of the Spirit, groan inwardly as we wait eagerly for adoption as sons, the 

redemption of our bodies. For in this hope we were saved. Now hope that is seen is 

not hope. For who hopes for what he sees? But if we hope for what we do not see, 

we wait for it with patience. 

 Likewise the Spirit helps us in our weakness. For we do not know what to pray for 

as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groanings too deep for 

words. And he who searches hearts knows what is the mind of the Spirit, because 

the Spirit intercedes for the saints according to the will of God. And we know that 

for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called 

according to his purpose. 

 



L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Holy Gospel Matthew 26:36–46 

 36Then Jesus went with them to a place called Gethsemane, and he said to 

his disciples, “Sit here, while I go over there and pray.” 37And taking with him 

Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, he began to be sorrowful and troubled. 
38Then he said to them, “My soul is very sorrowful, even to death; remain 

here, and watch with me.” 39And going a little farther he fell on his face and 

prayed, saying, “My Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from me; 

nevertheless, not as I will, but as you will.” 40And he came to the disciples and 

found them sleeping. And he said to Peter, “So, could you not watch with me 

one hour? 41Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The spirit 

indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 42Again, for the second time, he went 

away and prayed, “My Father, if this cannot pass unless I drink it, your will be 

done.” 43And again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were 

heavy. 44So, leaving them again, he went away and prayed for the third time, 

saying the same words again. 45Then he came to the disciples and said to 

them, “Sleep and take your rest later on. See, the hour is at hand, and the Son 

of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46Rise, let us be going; see, my 

betrayer is at hand.” 

 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 

L We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
L We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 

C He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the 

people. 
 

Ten Commandments  

P We recall the Ten Commandments with hearts that are both repentant and 

desiring to do God’s Will.  



C You shall have no other gods. 

You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 

Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 

Honor your father and your mother. 

You shall not murder. 

You shall not commit adultery. 

You shall not steal. 

You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 

You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or 

maidservant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 

neighbor. 
 

Apostles’ Creed  

P We confess our faith boldly, trusting that God has indeed saved us from 

our sin.  

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Children's Message DCE Erika Troester 

 



  “Go to Dark Gethsemane” LSB 436 

1 Go to dark Gethsemane, 

    All who feel the tempter’s pow’r; 

Your Redeemer’s conflict see, 

    Watch with Him one bitter hour; 

Turn not from His griefs away; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to pray. 
 

2 Follow to the judgment hall, 

    View the Lord of life arraigned; 

Oh, the wormwood and the gall! 

    Oh, the pangs His soul sustained! 

Shun not suff’ring, shame, or loss; 

Learn from Him to bear the cross. 
 

3 Calv’ry’s mournful mountain climb; 

    There, adoring at His feet, 

Mark that miracle of time, 

    God’s own sacrifice complete. 

“It is finished!” hear Him cry; 

Learn from Jesus Christ to die. 
 

4 Early hasten to the tomb 

    Where they laid His breathless clay; 

All is solitude and gloom. 

    Who has taken Him away? 

Christ is ris’n! He meets our eyes. 

Savior, teach us so to rise. 
Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon – “Return to Prayer” Rev. Devin Burmeister 
 

  “In Holy Conversation” LSB 772 

1 In holy conversation 

    We speak to God in prayer, 

And at His invitation 

    Our deepest thoughts we share. 

We come, His will obeying, 

    As children bringing needs; 



And to support our praying, 

    His Spirit intercedes. 
 

2 These holy conversations 

    Begin in childlike ways; 

We bring our supplications 

    And words of thanks and praise. 

With care our Father listens 

    To ev’ry thought expressed, 

Then answers our petitions 

    In ways He knows are best. 
 

3 As holy conversation, 

    In silence or by word, 

In ev’ry situation 

    Through Jesus, we are heard. 

So let us pray securely, 

    Expressing hopes and fears 

With confidence that surely 

    Our Father ever hears. 
 

Text: © 2004 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110003400 

 
Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all 

our mind, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, 

and for the proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us 

pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common 

welfare of us all, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 



L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and 

for all who travel, let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the unemployed, for the hungry and homeless, 

for the widowed and orphaned, and for all those in prison, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to 

the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray 

to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the 

Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy. 
  

Collect of the Day 

L O God our Father, who in mercy hears all who call on You, graciously 

open Your ears to our petitions, and lead us by Your Spirit, that without 

doubting we may persevere in prayer and believingly await Your 

promised aid; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



Evening Prayer 

C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear 

Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You 

would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and 

graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend 

myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with 

me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. 
 

Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, bless and preserve us. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                “Lord of All Hopefulness” LSB 738 

1 Lord of all hopefulness, Lord of all joy, 

Whose trust, ever childlike, no cares could destroy: 

    Be there at our waking, and give us, we pray, 

    Your bliss in our hearts, Lord, at the break of the day. 

 

2 Lord of all eagerness, Lord of all faith, 

Whose strong hands were skilled at the plane and the lathe: 

    Be there at our labors, and give us, we pray, 

    Your strength in our hearts, Lord, at the noon of the day. 

 

3 Lord of all kindliness, Lord of all grace, 

Your hands swift to welcome, Your arms to embrace: 

    Be there at our homing, and give us, we pray, 

    Your love in our hearts, Lord, at the eve of the day. 

 

4 Lord of all gentleness, Lord of all calm, 

Whose voice is contentment, whose presence is balm: 

    Be there at our sleeping, and give us, we pray, 

    Your peace in our hearts, Lord, at the end of the day. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

 



Offering 

“Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly or under 

compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” – 2 Cor. 9:7. 

 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website here.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 
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