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ABOUT OUR SERIES 

The prophet Joel calls out to us: “Return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious 

and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; and He relents over 

disaster” (Joel 2:13).  Following Ash Wednesday’s call to return, each sermon in 

this series focuses on a particular event in the Passion, with a special focus on the 

people involved in the event. These accounts will call us to turn away from sins like 

betrayal, false witness, denial, and instead return to prayer, the reign of God, the 

table of the Lord, and eventually, the joy of the Resurrection.  This Lent and Easter, 

let us “return” to Jesus with all our heart. 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 

Worshipers are invited to put dirt, dust, or ashes on their foreheads in the shape of 

the cross as they prepare their hearts to worship in penitence.  Speak these words: 

“Remember that you are dust, and to dust you shall return.”  Although powerfully 

speaking the Law (contrition and mortality), ashes also speak the Gospel—applied 

in the shape of the cross, where sin and death were conquered, and we are cleansed 

of our sin. 

 
Opening Hymn            “Chief of Sinners Though I Be” LSB 611 

1 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Jesus shed His blood for me, 

Died that I might live on high, 

Lives that I might never die. 

As the branch is to the vine, 

I am His, and He is mine. 



2 Oh, the height of Jesus’ love, 

Higher than the heav’ns above, 

Deeper than the depths of sea, 

Lasting as eternity! 

Love that found me—wondrous thought! 

Found me when I sought Him not. 
 

3 Only Jesus can impart 

Balm to heal the wounded heart, 

Peace that flows from sin forgiv’n, 

Joy that lifts the soul to heav’n, 

Faith and hope to walk with God 

In the way that Enoch trod. 
 

4 Chief of sinners though I be, 

Christ is all in all to me; 

All my wants to Him are known, 

All my sorrows are His own. 

He sustains the hidden life 

Safe with Him from earthly strife. 
 

5 O my Savior, help afford 

By Your Spirit and Your Word! 

When my wayward heart would stray, 

Keep me in the narrow way; 

Grace in time of need supply 

While I live and when I die. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Ash Wednesday Address 

P In the prophet Joel we read, “Return to the Lord your God, for He is 

gracious and merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love.” 

Lent is a season during which the whole church is encouraged to assess 

our faithfulness to the Lord Jesus, to recognize where we have fallen 

short, to repent of our sins, and to return to the Lord through the Means of 

Grace. 



In the Holy Scriptures, ashes symbolize repentance. On this occasion, 

ashes mark our foreheads as a reminder that “we are dust and to dust we 

shall return.” These ashes are in the shape of a cross, as a reminder that 

through the cross of Christ our sins are forgiven. Marked with the sign of 

our humanity and our redemption in Christ, we are called to daily die to 

sin and be raised to new life with Christ. The new life in Christ is marked 

by the fruit of the Spirit as a way of life to which we now aspire by the 

grace of God. So, “return to the Lord your God, for He is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love” (Joel 2:13). 

  

Trusting in that mercy, we are bold to approach Him in prayer. 

 

Silence for reflection. 

 
Litany 

P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
P God the Father in heaven, 

C have mercy. 
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P God the Holy Spirit, 

C have mercy. 
P Be gracious to us. 

C Spare us, good Lord. 
P Be gracious to us. 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your 

Baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony and bloody sweat; by 

Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your 

glorious resurrection and ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, 

the Comforter: 

C Help us, good Lord. 



P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of 

death; and in the Day of Judgment: 

C Help us, good Lord. 
P We poor sinners implore You 

C to hear us, O Lord. 
P To prosper the teaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and 

meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith; and to give 

heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to 

watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the 

forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayer; to give 

abundant blessing to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, 

and slanderers; and graciously to hear our prayers: 

C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God, 

C we implore You to hear us. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C have mercy. 
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world, 

C grant us Your peace. 
P O Christ, 

C hear us. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. 
P O Christ, 

C have mercy. 
P O Lord, 

C have mercy. Amen. 
  

P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from 

their wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the 

frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to 

dust we shall return. Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the 

promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through Jesus 



Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Confession of Sins Psalm 51:1-13 

P 1Have mercy on me, O God, 

 according to your steadfast love; 

according to your abundant mercy 

 blot out my transgressions. 
2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, 

 and cleanse me from my sin! 

C 3For I know my transgressions, 

 and my sin is ever before me. 
4Against you, you only, have I sinned 

 and done what is evil in your sight, 

so that you may be justified in your words 

 and blameless in your judgment. 
5Behold, I was brought forth in iniquity, 

 and in sin did my mother conceive me. 
6Behold, you delight in truth in the inward being, 

 and you teach me wisdom in the secret heart. 

P 7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; 

 wash me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 
8Let me hear joy and gladness; 

 let the bones that you have broken rejoice. 
9Hide your face from my sins, 

 and blot out all my iniquities. 

C 10Create in me a clean heart, O God, 

 and renew a right spirit within me. 
11Cast me not away from your presence, 

 and take not your Holy Spirit from me. 
12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, 

 and uphold me with a willing spirit. 

P 13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, 

 and sinners will return to you. 

 



Absolution  

P God be merciful to you and strengthen your faith. 

C Amen. 
  

P Do you believe that my forgiveness is God’s forgiveness? 

C Yes. 
  

P Let it be done for you as you believe.  In the stead and by the command of 

my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father 

and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.  

C Amen. 
 
Old Testament Reading Joel 2:12–19 

P The Old Testament Reading for Ash Wednesday is from Joel, the second 

chapter. 

  

12“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, 

 “return to me with all your heart, 

with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 

 13and rend your hearts and not your garments.” 

Return to the LORD, your God, 

 for he is gracious and merciful, 

slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love; 

 and he relents over disaster. 
14Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, 

 and leave a blessing behind him, 

a grain offering and a drink offering 

 for the LORD your God? 
15Blow the trumpet in Zion; 

 consecrate a fast; 

call a solemn assembly; 

 16gather the people. 

Consecrate the congregation; 

 assemble the elders; 

gather the children, 

 even nursing infants. 

Let the bridegroom leave his room, 

 and the bride her chamber. 



17Between the vestibule and the altar 

 let the priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep 

and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, 

 and make not your heritage a reproach, 

 a byword among the nations. 

Why should they say among the peoples, 

 ‘Where is their God?’” 

18Then the LORD became jealous for his land 

 and had pity on his people. 
19The LORD answered and said to his people, 

“Behold, I am sending to you 

 grain, wine, and oil, 

 and you will be satisfied; 

and I will no more make you 

 a reproach among the nations.” 

  
P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
  

Holy Gospel Matthew 6:1–6, 16–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the sixth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 1[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people 

in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your 

Father who is in heaven. 

 2“Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the 

hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by 

others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 3But when you 

give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is 

doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

 5“And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to 

stand and pray in the synagogues and at the street corners, that they may be 

seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. 6But when 

you pray, go into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is 

in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. . . . 

 16“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they 

disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen by others. Truly, I say to 



you, they have received their reward. 17But when you fast, anoint your head 

and wash your face, 18that your fasting may not be seen by others but by your 

Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you. 

 19“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust 

destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves 

treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves 

do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be 

also.” 
  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
  

Sermon Hymn     “Break Your Hearts” 

1. Break your hearts with mourning 

And your pride in two, 

Ash and grief adorning 

Your repentance true. 

With your tears and fasting, 

From your God discern 

His ways everlasting: 

To your Lord return. 
 

2. See your Savior dying, 

Hung upon the tree. 

It is vain denying 

What is plain to see: 

While His heart is breaking, 

Still your God will earn 

Freedom in the making. 

To your Lord return. 
 

3. Gather all in number 

From both far and near; 

Even those in slumber 

Wait for trumpets clear. 

When the Lord grants blessing, 

Broken hearts will learn 

Joy beyond expressing; 

To your Lord return.  
 
Text: Lisa M. Clark. Copyright © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. 



 

Sermon - "A Call to Return" Rev. Jonathan Gruen 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 

Intercessory Prayer 

P …Lord, in your mercy, 

C  hear our prayer. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Thanks and praise we give to You, O Lord, for returning to Your people 

again and again in mercy. When Adam and Eve walked away, You came 

to them with the promise of a Savior. When the world forgot Your ways, 

You saved Noah and his family in the flood. When the Israelites 

complained in the wilderness, still You provided manna and quail. When 

so many of the kings were unfaithful, You sustained a faithful remnant. 

At just the right time, You sent Jesus, Your only-begotten Son, to suffer, 

die, and be raised, so that the whole world might return to You. 
 

On this Ash Wednesday marked by repentance, we return to You, O God, 

and praise You that Your mercy never fails, that You forgive not seven 



times but more than seventy times seven, that Jesus came to save not the 

righteous, but sinners. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord's Prayer 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 

against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and 

ever. Amen. 
 

(Holy Communion is omitted from online worship). 
 
Benediction 

P When you wash the ashes off your foreheads tonight, remember that you 

are a forgiven child of God, baptized in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn       “Jesus, Thy Blood and Righteousness”            LSB 563  

 sts. 1, 4–5 
1 Jesus, Thy blood and righteousness 

My beauty are, my glorious dress; 

Midst flaming worlds, in these arrayed, 

With joy shall I lift up my head. 

 



4 Lord, I believe, were sinners more 

Than sands upon the ocean shore, 

Thou hast for all a ransom paid, 

For all a full atonement made. 

 

5 When from the dust of death I rise 

To claim my mansion in the skies, 

This then shall be my only plea: 

Jesus hath lived and died for me. 
Text: Public domain 

 
Join us next week – “Return to Prayer” 

Worship is at 6:00 p.m.   

Confirmation and Midweek will be from 7:00 – 8:00 p.m. 
 
Offering 

In this Lent season, we continue to RETURN a portion of God’s blessings to Him 

for use in His kingdom. 

 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website here.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 
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