
 
 

Sanctity of Life Sunday 
“From Invisible to Indispensable!” 

January 24, 2021 

 
Opening Hymn      “Church of God, Elect and Glorious” LSB 646 

1 Church of God, elect and glorious, 

    Holy nation, chosen race; 

Called as God’s own special people, 

    Royal priests and heirs of grace: 

Know the purpose of your calling, 

    Show to all His mighty deeds; 

Tell of love that knows no limits, 

    Grace that meets all human needs. 

  

2 God has called you out of darkness 

    Into His most marv’lous light; 

Brought His truth to life within you, 

    Turned your blindness into sight. 

Let your light so shine around you 

    That God’s name is glorified 

And all find fresh hope and purpose 

    In Christ Jesus crucified. 

  

3 Once you were an alien people, 

    Strangers to God’s heart of love; 

But He brought you home in mercy, 

    Citizens of heav’n above. 



Let His love flow out to others, 

    Let them feel a Father’s care; 

That they too may know His welcome 

    And His countless blessings share. 

  

4 Church of God, elect and holy, 

    Be the people He intends; 

Strong in faith and swift to answer 

    Each command your Master sends: 

Royal priests, fulfill your calling 

    Through your sacrifice and prayer; 

Give your lives in joyful service— 

    Sing His praise, His love declare. 

 
Text: © 1982 The Jubilate Group, admin. Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn 

License no. 110003400 

Tune: © 1942, renewed 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110003400 

 
Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Confession and Absolution 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

 

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 



 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His 

sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, 

and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins in the name of 

the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 68:4-6, 19-20 

P Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 

C lift up a song to him who rides through the deserts; his name is the 

Lord; exult before him! 

 

P Father of the fatherless and protector of widows 

C is God in his holy habitation. 

 

P God settles the solitary in a home; he leads out the prisoners to prosperity, 

C but the rebellious dwell in a parched land. 

 

P Blessed be the Lord, who daily bears us up; 

C God is our salvation. 

 

P Our God is a God of salvation 

C and to God, the Lord, belong deliverances from death. 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Collect 

P Almighty God, open our eyes to behold Your great love toward us in the 

humility of Your Son and to know Him in the least ones, that we may 

serve You by serving our neighbors, until You gather us together to 

rejoice as brothers and sisters in Your everlasting kingdom; through the 

same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 

Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 
Old Testament Reading 1 Samuel 16:4–13 

 4Samuel did what the LORD commanded and came to Bethlehem. The elders 

of the city came to meet him trembling and said, “Do you come peaceably?” 



5And he said, “Peaceably; I have come to sacrifice to the LORD. Consecrate 

yourselves, and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he consecrated Jesse and 

his sons and invited them to the sacrifice. 

 6When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the LORD’s 

anointed is before him.” 7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not look on his 

appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the 

LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the 

LORD looks on the heart.” 8Then Jesse called Abinadab and made him pass 

before Samuel. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen this one.” 9Then 

Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has the LORD chosen 

this one.” 10And Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel. And 

Samuel said to Jesse, “The LORD has not chosen these.” 11Then Samuel said 

to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said, “There remains yet the 

youngest, but behold, he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, 

“Send and get him, for we will not sit down till he comes here.” 12And he sent 

and brought him in. Now he was ruddy and had beautiful eyes and was 

handsome. And the LORD said, “Arise, anoint him, for this is he.” 13Then 

Samuel took the horn of oil and anointed him in the midst of his brothers. And 

the Spirit of the LORD rushed upon David from that day forward. And Samuel 

rose up and went to Ramah. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle 1 Corinthians 12:12–26 

 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members of 

the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in one Spirit 

we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—and all 

were made to drink of one Spirit. 

 14For the body does not consist of one member but of many. 15If the foot 

should say, “Because I am not a hand, I do not belong to the body,” that 

would not make it any less a part of the body. 16And if the ear should say, 

“Because I am not an eye, I do not belong to the body,” that would not make it 

any less a part of the body. 17If the whole body were an eye, where would be 

the sense of hearing? If the whole body were an ear, where would be the sense 

of smell? 18But as it is, God arranged the members in the body, each one of 

them, as he chose. 19If all were a single member, where would the body be? 
20As it is, there are many parts, yet one body. 



 21The eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you,” nor again the 

head to the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22On the contrary, the parts of the 

body that seem to be weaker are indispensable, 23and on those parts of the 

body that we think less honorable we bestow the greater honor, and our 

unpresentable parts are treated with greater modesty, 24which our more 

presentable parts do not require. But God has so composed the body, giving 

greater honor to the part that lacked it, 25that there may be no division in the 

body, but that the members may have the same care for one another. 26If one 

member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, all rejoice 

together. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 
Holy Gospel Matthew 13:31–34, 44 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 13th chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

 31He put another parable before them, saying, “The kingdom of heaven is 

like a grain of mustard seed that a man took and sowed in his field. 32It is the 

smallest of all seeds, but when it has grown it is larger than all the garden 

plants and becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in 

its branches.” 

 33He told them another parable. “The kingdom of heaven is like leaven that 

a woman took and hid in three measures of flour, till it was all leavened.” 

 34All these things Jesus said to the crowds in parables; indeed, he said 

nothing to them without a parable. 

 44“The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which a man 

found and covered up. Then in his joy he goes and sells all that he has and 

buys that field. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles' Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 



     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 
 
Children's Message DCE Erika Troester 

 
Sermon Hymn                  “Son of God, Eternal Savior” LSB 842 

1 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race, 

You our Head, who, throned in glory, 

    For Your own will ever plead: 

Fill us with Your love and pity, 

    Heal our wrongs, and help our need. 

  

2 As You, Lord, have lived for others, 

    So may we for others live. 

Freely have Your gifts been granted; 

    Freely may Your servants give. 

Yours the gold and Yours the silver, 

    Yours the wealth of land and sea; 

We but stewards of Your bounty 

    Held in solemn trust will be. 

  



3 Come, O Christ, and reign among us, 

    King of love and Prince of Peace; 

Hush the storm of strife and passion, 

    Bid its cruel discords cease. 

By Your patient years of toiling, 

    By Your silent hours of pain, 

Quench our fevered thirst of pleasure, 

    Stem our selfish greed of gain. 
  

4 Son of God, eternal Savior, 

    Source of life and truth and grace, 

Word made flesh, whose birth among us 

    Hallows all our human race: 

By Your praying, by Your willing 

    That Your people should be one, 

Grant, O grant our hope’s fruition: 

    Here on earth Your will be done. 
Tune and text: Public domain 

 
Sermon - "From Invisible to Indispensable!" Rev. Jon Gruen 

 
               “Lord, Whose Love through Humble Service” LSB 848 

1 Lord, whose love through humble service 

    Bore the weight of human need, 

Who upon the cross, forsaken, 

    Offered mercy’s perfect deed, 

We, Your servants, bring the worship 

    Not of voice alone, but heart, 

Consecrating to Your purpose 

    Ev’ry gift that You impart. 

  

2 Still Your children wander homeless; 

    Still the hungry cry for bread; 

Still the captives long for freedom; 

    Still in grief we mourn our dead. 

As, O Lord, Your deep compassion 

    Healed the sick and freed the soul, 

Use the love Your Spirit kindles 

    Still to save and make us whole. 



3 As we worship, grant us vision, 

    Till Your love’s revealing light 

In its height and depth and greatness, 

    Dawns upon our quickened sight, 

Making known the needs and burdens 

    Your compassion bids us bear, 

Stirring us to tireless striving, 

    Your abundant life to share. 
  

4 Called by worship to Your service, 

    Forth in Your dear name we go, 

To the child, the youth, the aged, 

    Love in living deeds to show; 

Hope and health, goodwill and comfort, 

    Counsel, aid, and peace we give, 

That Your servants, Lord, in freedom 

    May Your mercy know and live. 
Text: © Oxford University Press. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 
Tune: Public domain 

 

Prayers 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 
 

P … let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy. 
 

Lord's Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 



Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 
Closing Hymn                        “Go, My Children, with My Blessing”         LSB 922 
 

1     Go, My children, with My blessing, 

        Never alone. 

Waking, sleeping, I am with you; 

        You are My own. 

    In My love’s baptismal river 

    I have made you Mine forever. 

Go, My children, with My blessing— 

        You are My own. 

  

2     Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

Here you learned how much I love you, 

        What I can cure. 

    Here you heard My dear Son’s story; 

    Here you touched Him, saw His glory. 

Go, My children, sins forgiven, 

        At peace and pure. 

  

3     Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Closer to Me; 

Grow in love and love by serving, 

        Joyful and free. 

    Here My Spirit’s power filled you; 

    Here His tender comfort stilled you. 

Go, My children, fed and nourished, 

        Joyful and free. 

  

4     I the Lord will bless and keep you 

        And give you peace; 

I the Lord will smile upon you 

        And give you peace: 



    I the Lord will be your Father, 

    Savior, Comforter, and Brother. 

Go, My children; I will keep you 

        And give you peace. 

 
Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

Offering 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website HERE.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 

 
Acknowledgments 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English 

Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. 

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response

