
 
 

Fourth Sunday in Advent 

December 20, 2020 

Online Worship 

 

Opening Hymn                “Hail to the Lord’s Anointed” LSB 398 

 sts. 1–2, 4–5 

1 Hail to the Lord’s anointed, 

    Great David’s greater Son! 

Hail, in the time appointed, 

    His reign on earth begun! 

He comes to break oppression, 

    To set the captive free, 

To take away transgression 

    And rule in equity. 

 

2 He comes with rescue speedy 

    To those who suffer wrong, 

To help the poor and needy 

    And bid the weak be strong; 

To give them songs for sighing, 

    Their darkness turn to light, 

Whose souls, condemned and dying, 

    Were precious in His sight. 

 

4 Kings shall fall down before Him 

    And gold and incense bring; 

All nations shall adore Him, 



    His praise all people sing. 

To Him shall prayer unceasing 

    And daily vows ascend; 

His kingdom still increasing, 

    A kingdom without end. 

 

5 O’er ev’ry foe victorious, 

    He on His throne shall rest, 

From age to age more glorious, 

    All blessing and all-blest. 

The tide of time shall never 

    His covenant remove; 

His name shall stand forever— 

    That name to us is Love. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Invocation 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Jesus Christ is the Light of the world, 

C the light no darkness can overcome. 

 

P Let Your light scatter the darkness 

C and illumine Your Church. 

 

Confession and Absolution 

P That our eyes and our ears may be open to receive the mystery of God’s 

love, let us first empty ourselves of everything that has closed our hearts 

to God, confessing our sin and need of forgiveness and life. 

C At the Lord’s own invitation and command, I confess all my sins to 

God, the very thoughts, words, and deeds with which I have offended 

Him and hurt my neighbor. I come now in the sincere hope and faith 

of the forgiveness of God made known to the whole world in the 

mystery of His Son, Jesus Christ, who has sacrificed His own flesh 

and blood for me. Remove my sin and guilt for His sake, and restore 

a right spirit within me. Amen. 
  



P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God to all of you. 

And in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive 

you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm 89:1-5 

P 1I will sing of the steadfast love of the LORD, forever; 

 with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all generations. 

C 2For I said, “Steadfast love will be built up forever; 

 in the heavens you will establish your faithfulness.” 

P 3You have said, “I have made a covenant with my chosen one; 

 I have sworn to David my servant: 

C 4‘I will establish your offspring forever, 

 and build your throne for all generations.’” 

P 5Let the heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, 

 your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones! 

 

C Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 



C Amen. 

 

Prayer of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

 

P Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,   

C that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your 

grace and mercy;  

 

P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now 

and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16 

 1Now when the king lived in his house and the LORD had given him rest 

from all his surrounding enemies, 2the king said to Nathan the prophet, “See 

now, I dwell in a house of cedar, but the ark of God dwells in a tent.” 3And 

Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that is in your heart, for the LORD is with 

you.” 

 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan, 5“Go and tell 

my servant David, ‘Thus says the LORD: Would you build me a house to 

dwell in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 

Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent for my 

dwelling. 7In all places where I have moved with all the people of Israel, did I 

speak a word with any of the judges of Israel, whom I commanded to 

shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of 

cedar?”’ 8Now, therefore, thus you shall say to my servant David, ‘Thus says 

the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep, that 

you should be prince over my people Israel. 9And I have been with you 

wherever you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I 

will make for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 
10And I will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 

they may dwell in their own place and be disturbed no more. And violent men 

shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges 

over my people Israel. And I will give you rest from all your enemies. 

Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. . . . 

 16And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. 

Your throne shall be established forever.’” 



L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 16:25–27 

 25Now to him who is able to strengthen you according to my gospel and the 

preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery that was 

kept secret for long ages 26but has now been disclosed and through the 

prophetic writings has been made known to all nations, according to the 

command of the eternal God, to bring about the obedience of faith— 27to the 

only wise God be glory forevermore through Jesus Christ! Amen. 
  
L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Holy Gospel Luke 1:26–38 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 26In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee 

named Nazareth, 27to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of 

the house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And he came to her 

and said, “Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” 29But she was 

greatly troubled at the saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this 

might be. 30And the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have 

found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and 

bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. 32He will be great and will be 

called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will give to him the 

throne of his father David, 33and he will reign over the house of Jacob forever, 

and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 

 34And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” 

 35And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and 

the power of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be 

born will be called holy—the Son of God. 36And behold, your relative 

Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son, and this is the sixth month 

with her who was called barren. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 
38And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it be to me 

according to your word.” And the angel departed from her. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 



Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 

     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life + of the world to come. Amen. 

 



Sermon Hymn                  “A Great and Mighty Wonder” LSB 383 

 sts. 1, ref, 2, 4–5 

1 A great and mighty wonder, 

    A full and holy cure: 

The virgin bears the infant 

    With virgin honor pure! Refrain 

 

Refrain: Proclaim the Savior’s birth: 

“To God on high be glory 

And peace to all the earth!” 

 

2 The Word becomes incarnate 

    And yet remains on high, 

And cherubim sing anthems 

    To shepherds from the sky. Refrain 

 

4 Since all He comes to ransom, 

    By all be He adored, 

The infant born in Bethl’em, 

    The Savior and the Lord. Refrain 

 

5 All idols then shall perish 

    And Satan’s lying cease, 

And Christ shall raise His scepter, 

    Decreeing endless peace. Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon Rev. Devin Burmeister 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus and for all people 

according to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, as we draw closer to the grand celebration of the 

incarnation and birth of Your beloved Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus 

Christ, we thank You for making known the mystery of Your love from 

the very first promise to Adam and Eve, through the continued witness of 

the holy prophets, apostles, and evangelists, and finally through Your 

living voice through the ministers of Your Church to this day. Grant that 



Your living Word ever call us and all sinners to repentance and faith in 

Your only-begotten Son. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Keep all You have called to preach and teach and care for Your people in 

true faith, guard them against the attacks of the evil one, and give them 

health and joy in their ministry. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Send Your Spirit over the whole world that those who lead in the 

authority of government acknowledge Your laws and will, making for 

times of peace that we may live faithfully in safety. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P By Your Holy Word and Sacrament, strengthen us to obedient living. 

Send Your grace, mercy, peace, and love to surround our families, inspire 

those of various vocations in the world, comfort, defend, and heal all 

those in times of illness or distress. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
Individual petitions may be added here. 
  
P By the mystery of our Lord’s incarnation, His life of obedient faith, and 

His substitutionary death on the cross, establish us in the one true faith, 

and strengthen us in lives obedient to Your holy will. Lord, in Your 

mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in 

Your mercy; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer of Thanksgiving 

P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on 

those whom You created and sent Your only-begotten Son into our flesh 

to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the 

salvation accomplished for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and 

His blood on the cross. 
  

Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O 

Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with Your Word and Spirit. 



Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do 

in His own testament. Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the 

earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb in 

His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver 

and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and 

worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Lord's Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 
 

(Holy Communion is omitted from online worship) 
 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Closing Hymn                                  “Joy to the World” LSB 387 

1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 

Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n and nature sing, 

    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing. 

 



2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 

    Let men their songs employ, 

While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and plains 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat the sounding joy, 

    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 

 

3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 

    Nor thorns infest the ground; 

He comes to make His blessings flow 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as the curse is found, 

    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 

    And makes the nations prove 

The glories of His righteousness 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders of His love, 

    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Public domain 

 

Generosity   

In addition to our normal, sacrificial, firstfruits offerings to the Lord, we can use 

over-and-above offerings in this season of generosity to do great good in our 

church and our community.  You are invited to consider giving over-and-above 

offerings to the following efforts: 1) “Tell the Next Generation” helps us proclaim 

the Good News of Jesus far and wide.  2) Our “Elder Help” fund enables us to 

provide relief and aid to those in need.  Just write “Tell the Next Generation” or 

“Elder Help” on the envelope or the memo line of those additional gifts.  God bless 

you! 

 

Offerings 

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 
1. You may mail a check to the church. 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 



2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website HERE.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 
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