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Series Summary: 
What has you feeling down?  All the fighting in the 
world?  Constant health or financial problems?  A 
messy past?  Regret, longing, or unfulfilled 
hopes?  You are not alone.  Many passages in 
Scripture speak to you in your depression.  The Good 
News is that Jesus, in His grace, reaches down to 
rescue you and lift you up out of the depths. 
As We Gather Today: 
The topic on this final week of the series might 
surprise you.  We’ve talked about division, guilt, 

grief, the pressure of expectations, and disease.  Today we talk about wealth.  It 
may seem out of place.  Why have a positive-sounding term in a list of things that 
get us depressed?  Listen carefully and find out! 
 
Welcome and Announcements 

 
Opening Hymn                     “Great Is Thy Faithfulness”                        LSB 809 

1 Great is Thy faithfulness, O God my Father; 
    There is no shadow of turning with Thee. 
Thou changest not: Thy compassions, they fail not; 
    As Thou hast been, Thou forever wilt be. Refrain 

 
REFRAIN; Great is Thy faithfulness! Great is Thy faithfulness! 

    Morning by morning new mercies I see; 
All I have needed Thy hand hath provided; 
    Great is Thy faithfulness, Lord, unto me! 

 
2 Summer and winter and springtime and harvest, 

    Sun, moon, and stars in their courses above 
Join with all nature in manifold witness 
    To Thy great faithfulness, mercy, and love. Refrain 

 
3 Pardon for sin and a peace that endureth, 

    Thine own dear presence to cheer and to guide; 



Strength for today and bright hope for tomorrow, 
    Blessings all mine, with ten thousand beside! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 

 
Stand 

 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
 
P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 
 
Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination. 

 
P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 
loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 
For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 
renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 
in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 
Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 
them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 
bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

Prayer from the Depths 
P Out of the depths I cry to you, O Lord! 
      O Lord, hear my voice! 
C Let your ears be attentive 

    to the voice of my pleas for mercy! Ps 130:1-2 



  
P Save me, O God! 

    For the waters have come up to my neck. 
C I have come into deep waters, 

    and the flood sweeps over me. 
  
P I am weary with my crying out; 

    my throat is parched. 
C My eyes grow dim 

    with waiting for my God. Ps 69:1-3 
  
P I called out to the Lord, out of my distress, 

    and he answered me; 
C out of the belly of Sheol I cried, 

    and you heard my voice. Jh 2:2 
 
P And beginning to sink he cried out,  
  “Lord, save me.” 
C Jesus immediately reached out his hand  
  and took hold of him Mt 14:30-31 
 
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

   and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning,  
   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 
Kyrie LSB 152 

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 
C Lord, have mercy. 
A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 
C Amen. 
 



Prayer of the Day 
P Almighty God, all that we possess is from Your loving hand. 
C Give us grace that we may honor You with all we own, always 

remembering the account we must one day give to Jesus Christ, our 
Lord. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Exodus 16:9–15 

 9Then Moses said to Aaron, “Say to the whole congregation of the people of 
Israel, ‘Come near before the LORD, for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10And 
as soon as Aaron spoke to the whole congregation of the people of Israel, they 
looked toward the wilderness, and behold, the glory of the LORD appeared in 
the cloud. 11And the LORD said to Moses, 12“I have heard the grumbling of the 
people of Israel. Say to them, ‘At twilight you shall eat meat, and in the 
morning you shall be filled with bread. Then you shall know that I am the 
LORD your God.’” 
 13In the evening quail came up and covered the camp, and in the morning 
dew lay around the camp. 14And when the dew had gone up, there was on the 
face of the wilderness a fine, flake-like thing, fine as frost on the ground. 
15When the people of Israel saw it, they said to one another, “What is it?” For 
they did not know what it was. And Moses said to them, “It is the bread that 
the LORD has given you to eat. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Philippians 4:10–20 
 10I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at length you have revived your 
concern for me. You were indeed concerned for me, but you had no 
opportunity. 11Not that I am speaking of being in need, for I have learned in 
whatever situation I am to be content. 12I know how to be brought low, and I 
know how to abound. In any and every circumstance, I have learned the secret 
of facing plenty and hunger, abundance and need. 13I can do all things through 
him who strengthens me. 
 14Yet it was kind of you to share my trouble. 15And you Philippians 
yourselves know that in the beginning of the gospel, when I left Macedonia, 
no church entered into partnership with me in giving and receiving, except 
you only. 16Even in Thessalonica you sent me help for my needs once and 
again. 17Not that I seek the gift, but I seek the fruit that increases to your 



credit. 18I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having 
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a sacrifice 
acceptable and pleasing to God. 19And my God will supply every need of 
yours according to his riches in glory in Christ Jesus. 20To our God and Father 
be glory forever and ever. Amen. 
  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 
 

Holy Gospel Matthew 25:31–46 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fifth chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  
 31[Jesus said:] “When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels 
with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered 
all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd 
separates the sheep from the goats. 33And he will place the sheep on his right, 
but the goats on the left. 34Then the King will say to those on his right, ‘Come, 
you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from 
the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was 
thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was 
naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and 
you came to me.’ 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, ‘Lord, when 
did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And 
when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 
39And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?’ 40And the King 
will answer them, ‘Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these 
my brothers, you did it to me.’ 
 41“Then he will say to those on his left, ‘Depart from me, you cursed, into 
the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and 
you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a 
stranger and you did not welcome me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick 
and in prison and you did not visit me.’ 44Then they also will answer, saying, 
‘Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or 
in prison, and did not minister to you?’ 45Then he will answer them, saying, 
‘Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did 
not do it to me.’ 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the 
righteous into eternal life.” 



  
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

Apostles’ Creed 
 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 
Sit 

 
Children’s Message   DCE Erika Troester 
 
Sermon Hymn                   “Take My Life and Let It Be”                        LSB 783 

1 Take my life and let it be 
Consecrated, Lord, to Thee; 
Take my moments and my days, 
Let them flow in ceaseless praise. 

 
2 Take my hands and let them move 

At the impulse of Thy love; 
Take my feet and let them be 
Swift and beautiful for Thee. 



 
3 Take my voice and let me sing 

Always, only for my King; 
Take my lips and let them be 
Filled with messages from Thee. 

 
4 Take my silver and my gold, 

Not a mite would I withhold; 
Take my intellect and use 
Ev’ry pow’r as Thou shalt choose. 

 
5 Take my will and make it Thine, 

It shall be no longer mine; 
Take my heart, it is Thine own, 
It shall be Thy royal throne. 

 
6 Take my love, my Lord, I pour 

At Thy feet its treasure store; 
Take myself, and I will be 
Ever, only, all for Thee. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon 

 
Offering & Hymn – Having heard God's Word, we joyfully respond by returning 
to the Lord a portion of the gifts He has given us. Your offerings assist the church in 
proclaiming the Good News of Jesus Christ to the next generation.  You are invited 
to leave your gift in the offering plate in the narthex. 

 
                                                     “Seek Ye First”                                       LSB 712 

1 Seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
And His righteousness. 
And all these things shall be added unto you! 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 
2 Ask and it shall be given unto you, 

Seek and ye shall find, 
Knock and the door shall be opened unto you, 
Allelu, alleluia! 

 



3 Man does not live by bread alone, 
But by ev’ry word 
That proceeds from the mouth of the Lord, 
Allelu, alleluia! 

Text: © 1972 Maranatha! Music, admin. EMI. Used by permission: CCLI no. 2309318 

 
Stand 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P Let us pray for all people around the world, for the Church wherever it is 
found, and for ourselves in our daily living as God’s people. 
 
To our eyes, heavenly Father, arrogant and evil people get rewarded in 
this fallen world at the expense of those who would try to remain true to 
Your will and rule in their lives. Hear the cries of Your people who call to 
You for justice and dignity. Grant them an increase of faith and hope as 
they long to see Your gracious plans come to fruition. 

C Remember them, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and hear our prayer. 
  
P At times it is difficult, O Holy Spirit, to recognize the growth of the 

Church, either in numbers or in steadfast faith. Hear the prayers rising to 
You from Your Church, and by Your Word cause those who do not know 
You to come to saving faith. Assure them that the Lord of hosts is with 
them. 

C Remember them, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord over all, the world’s violent weather puts travelers on land, sea, and 

air at risk; it calls into question each season’s harvest and raises the threat 
of famine. Wherever people are anxious about food, clothing, or shelter, 
and whenever they must seek help for ills of any kind, be their refuge and 
strength, a present help in trouble.  We pray for all those in need of help 
and heling, especially… and those we name in our hearts.  Visit, relieve, 
console, and strengthen them as fits Your gracious plans. 

C Remember them, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and hear our prayer. 
  
P Lord Jesus, without Your aid, faith can grow cold, questions about Your 

love and mercy can arise, and the problems in front of our eyes can seem 
more real than Your abiding presence. O image of the invisible God, the 
firstborn of all creation, renew strong faith and urgent love in us and all 
Your brothers and sisters in the faith so that we each hear for ourselves 



the clear promise of paradise You announced from the throne of the cross. 
Strengthen us for joyful service in Your kingdom. 

C Remember us, O Lord, in Your kingdom, and hear our prayer. 
  
P These and any other things You would have us ask of You, heavenly 

Father, grant to us for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in 
whose name we pray. 

C Amen. 
  

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction  LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 
 

Sit 
 

Closing Hymn                         “For the Fruits of His Creation”              LSB 894 
1 For the fruits of His creation, 

    Thanks be to God. 
For His gifts to ev’ry nation, 
    Thanks be to God. 
For the plowing, sowing, reaping, 
Silent growth while we are sleeping, 



Future needs in earth’s safekeeping, 
    Thanks be to God. 

 
2 In the just reward of labor, 

    God’s will is done. 
In the help we give our neighbor, 
    God’s will is done. 
In our worldwide task of caring 
For the hungry and despairing, 
In the harvests we are sharing, 
    God’s will is done. 

 
3 For the harvests of the Spirit, 

    Thanks be to God. 
For the good we all inherit, 
    Thanks be to God. 
For the wonders that astound us, 
For the truths that still confound us, 
Most of all, that love has found us, 
    Thanks be to God. 

Text: © 1970 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 
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