
 
 

Sixth Sunday of Easter 

Sermon Series: “Easter Forever” 

Today’s Theme: “Saving Baptism” 

May 17, 2020 

 

Song “King of Love” BSLC Praise Team 

 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

 

P Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we poor sinners confess unto 

You that we are by nature sinful and unclean and that we have sinned 

against You by thought, word, and deed. Wherefore we flee for refuge to 



Your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring Your grace for the sake of our 

Lord Jesus Christ. 

C O most merciful God, who has given Your only-begotten Son to die 

for us, have mercy upon us and for His sake grant us remission of all 

our sins; and by Your Holy Spirit increase in us true knowledge of 

You and of Your will and true obedience to Your Word, to the end 

that by Your grace we may come to everlasting life; through Jesus 

Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy upon us and has given 

His only Son to die for us and for His sake forgives us all our sins. To 

those who believe on His name He gives power to become the children of 

God and has promised them His Holy Spirit. He that believes and is 

baptized shall be saved. 

 

Grant this, Lord, unto us all. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 119:89–93; antiphon: v. 105 

P Your word is a lamp to my feet 

 and a light to my path. 

C Forever, O LORD, your word 

 is firmly fixed in the heavens. 

 

P Your faithfulness endures to all generations; 

 you have established the earth, and it stands fast. 

C By your appointment they stand this day, 

 for all things are your servants. 

 

P If your law had not been my delight, 

 I would have perished in my affliction. 

C I will never forget your precepts, 

 for by them you have given me life. 

 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 



P Your word is a lamp to my feet 

C  and a light to my path. 

 

Kyrie LSB 186 

C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

O God, the giver of all that is good, by Your holy inspiration grant that 

we may think those things that are right  

C and by Your merciful guiding accomplish them; through Jesus 

Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 17:16–31 

 16While Paul was waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within 

him as he saw that the city was full of idols. 17So he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every 

day with those who happened to be there. 18Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers also conversed with him. And some said, “What does this 

babbler wish to say?” Others said, “He seems to be a preacher of foreign 

divinities”—because he was preaching Jesus and the resurrection. 19And they 

took hold of him and brought him to the Areopagus, saying, “May we know 

what this new teaching is that you are presenting? 20For you bring some 

strange things to our ears. We wish to know therefore what these things 

mean.” 21Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who lived there would 

spend their time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. 

 22So Paul, standing in the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I 

perceive that in every way you are very religious. 23For as I passed along and 

observed the objects of your worship, I found also an altar with this 

inscription, ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship as unknown, 

this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and everything in it, 

being Lord of heaven and earth, does not live in temples made by man, 25nor 

is he served by human hands, as though he needed anything, since he himself 



gives to all mankind life and breath and everything. 26And he made from one 

man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having 

determined allotted periods and the boundaries of their dwelling place, 27that 

they should seek God, in the hope that they might feel their way toward him 

and find him. Yet he is actually not far from each one of us, 28for 

“‘In him we live and move and have our being’; 

as even some of your own poets have said, 

“‘For we are indeed his offspring.’ 

29Being then God’s offspring, we ought not to think that the divine being is 

like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and imagination of 

man. 30The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all 

people everywhere to repent, 31because he has fixed a day on which he will 

judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this 

he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead.” 

  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 3:13–22 

 13Now who is there to harm you if you are zealous for what is good? 14But 

even if you should suffer for righteousness’ sake, you will be blessed. Have 

no fear of them, nor be troubled, 15but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as 

holy, always being prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a 

reason for the hope that is in you; 16yet do it with gentleness and respect, 

having a good conscience, so that, when you are slandered, those who revile 

your good behavior in Christ may be put to shame. 17For it is better to suffer 

for doing good, if that should be God’s will, than for doing evil. 

 18For Christ also suffered once for sins, the righteous for the unrighteous, 

that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh but made alive in 

the spirit, 19in which he went and proclaimed to the spirits in prison, 20because 

they formerly did not obey, when God’s patience waited in the days of Noah, 

while the ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is, eight persons, were 

brought safely through water. 21Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves 

you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good 

conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ, 22who has gone into 

heaven and is at the right hand of God, with angels, authorities, and powers 

having been subjected to him. 



  

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel John 14:15–21 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 15[Jesus said:] “If you love me, you will keep my commandments. 16And I 

will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you 

forever, 17even the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it 

neither sees him nor knows him. You know him, for he dwells with you and 

will be in you. 

 18“I will not leave you as orphans; I will come to you. 19Yet a little while 

and the world will see me no more, but you will see me. Because I live, you 

also will live. 20In that day you will know that I am in my Father, and you in 

me, and I in you. 21Whoever has my commandments and keeps them, he it is 

who loves me. And he who loves me will be loved by my Father, and I will 

love him and manifest myself to him.” 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 



     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message DCE Erika Troester 

 

Song “Even Me” BSLC Praise Team 

 

Sermon – “Saving Baptism” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 

 

Response Hymn “All Christians Who Have Been Baptized” LSB 596 

1 All Christians who have been baptized, 

    Who know the God of heaven, 

And in whose daily life is prized 

    The name of Christ once given: 

Consider now what God has done, 

The gifts He gives to ev’ryone 

    Baptized into Christ Jesus! 

 

2 You were before your day of birth, 

    Indeed, from your conception, 

Condemned and lost with all the earth, 

    None good, without exception. 

For like your parents’ flesh and blood, 

Turned inward from the highest good, 

    You constantly denied Him. 

 

3 But all of that was washed away— 

    Immersed and drowned forever. 

The water of your Baptism day 

    Restored again whatever 

Old Adam and his sin destroyed 

And all our sinful selves employed 

    According to our nature. 

 

4 In Baptism we now put on Christ— 

    Our shame is fully covered 



With all that He once sacrificed 

    And freely for us suffered. 

For here the flood of His own blood 

Now makes us holy, right, and good 

    Before our heav’nly Father. 

 

5 O Christian, firmly hold this gift 

    And give God thanks forever! 

It gives the power to uplift 

    In all that you endeavor. 

When nothing else revives your soul, 

Your Baptism stands and makes you whole 

    And then in death completes you. 

 

6 So use it well! You are made new— 

    In Christ a new creation! 

As faithful Christians, live and do 

    Within your own vocation, 

Until that day when you possess 

His glorious robe of righteousness 

    Bestowed on you forever! 

 
Text: © 2004 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 

 

Offering 

  

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 

1.  You may mail a check to the church 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website HERE.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact 

the church office. 

 

THANK YOU for your continued support of our food pantry.  The school 

next door is helping many families, and we recently gave them 16 boxes of 

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response


food for their supply.  We could use some more food donations as we help the 

school and as we help the people who come to us! 

 

An option for supporting the community with face masks: Are you making 

face masks that you are willing to donate? If so, please drop them off at 

church. There will be a box to collect them in the bin outside the entrance to 

the Family Life Center, where we are also collecting food for our food pantry. 

Two areas of possible need are: 

MEMBERS Is there a need in our congregation for homemade face 

masks? If you are in need or know of someone in need, please contact Lisa 

by email or phone: 816-524-7288.  We will arrange to get them delivered. 

NEW YORK - Rev. Derek Lecakes, President of the Atlantic District of 

the LCMS, has issued a plea to the Church for face masks, especially for the 

New York City metro area which has been hit especially hard.  We have 

volunteers willing to cover the postage and will take care of shipping. 

 

Prayer of the Church 

P …Let us pray to the Lord: 

C Lord, have mercy.  

 

Lord’s Prayer LSB 162 

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction LSB 166 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org


The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Hymn to Depart “We Know That Christ Is Raised” LSB 603 

1 We know that Christ is raised and dies no more. 

Embraced by death, He broke its fearful hold; 

And our despair He turned to blazing joy. 

    Alleluia! 

  

2 We share by water in His saving death. 

Reborn, we share with Him an Easter life 

As living members of a living Christ. 

    Alleluia! 

  

3 The Father’s splendor clothes the Son with life. 

The Spirit’s power shakes the Church of God. 

Baptized, we live with God the Three in One. 

    Alleluia! 
 

Text: © John B. Geyer. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110003400 
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