
 
 

Second Sunday of Easter 

Sermon Series: “Easter Forever” 

Today’s Theme: “Living Hope” 

April 19, 2020 

 

Opening Song “Death Was Arrested” BSLC Praise Team 
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Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

  

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

  

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word and call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, let us first consider our unworthiness and confess before God 

and one another that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed, and that 

we cannot free ourselves from our sinful condition. Together as His 

people let us take refuge in the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly 



Father, seeking His grace for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be 

merciful to me, a sinner. 

 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and lead us 

to everlasting life. Amen. 

 

P Almighty God, merciful Father, in Holy Baptism You declared us to be 

Your children and gathered us into Your one, holy Church, in which You 

daily and richly forgive us our sins and grant us new life through Your 

Spirit. Be in our midst, enliven our faith, and graciously receive our 

prayer and praise; through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm 148 

P 1Praise the LORD! 

Praise the LORD from the heavens; 

 praise him in the heights! 

2Praise him, all his angels; 

 praise him, all his hosts! 

C 3Praise him, sun and moon, 

 praise him, all you shining stars! 

4Praise him, you highest heavens, 

 and you waters above the heavens! 

P 5Let them praise the name of the LORD! 

 For he commanded and they were created. 

6And he established them forever and ever; 

 he gave a decree, and it shall not pass away. 

C 7Praise the LORD from the earth, 

 you great sea creatures and all deeps, 

8fire and hail, snow and mist, 

 stormy wind fulfilling his word! 

P 9Mountains and all hills, 

 fruit trees and all cedars! 

10Beasts and all livestock, 

 creeping things and flying birds! 



C 11Kings of the earth and all peoples, 

 princes and all rulers of the earth! 

12Young men and maidens together, 

 old men and children! 

P 13Let them praise the name of the LORD, 

 for his name alone is exalted; 

 his majesty is above earth and heaven. 

C 14He has raised up a horn for his people, 

 praise for all his saints, 

 for the people of Israel who are near to him. Praise the LORD! 

 Glory be to the Father and to the Son  

   and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning,  

   is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Kyrie LSB 204 

 
 

Gloria in Excelsis LSB 204 

 

 



 

 
 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

  

P Let us pray. 

Almighty God, grant that we who have celebrated the Lord’s resurrection 

may by Your grace confess in our life and conversation that Jesus is Lord 

and God; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, who lives and reigns 

with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

C Amen. 

 

First Reading Acts 10:34–43 

 34Peter opened his mouth and said: “Truly I understand that God shows no 

partiality, 35but in every nation anyone who fears him and does what is right is 

acceptable to him. 36As for the word that he sent to Israel, preaching good 

news of peace through Jesus Christ (he is Lord of all), 37you yourselves know 

what happened throughout all Judea, beginning from Galilee after the baptism 

that John proclaimed: 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy 

Spirit and with power. He went about doing good and healing all who were 

oppressed by the devil, for God was with him. 39And we are witnesses of all 

that he did both in the country of the Jews and in Jerusalem. They put him to 

death by hanging him on a tree, 40but God raised him on the third day and 

made him to appear, 41not to all the people but to us who had been chosen by 

God as witnesses, who ate and drank with him after he rose from the dead. 



42And he commanded us to preach to the people and to testify that he is the 

one appointed by God to be judge of the living and the dead. 43To him all the 

prophets bear witness that everyone who believes in him receives forgiveness 

of sins through his name.” 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Epistle 1 Peter 1:3–9 

 3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! According to his 

great mercy, he has caused us to be born again to a living hope through the 

resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4to an inheritance that is 

imperishable, undefiled, and unfading, kept in heaven for you, 5who by God’s 

power are being guarded through faith for a salvation ready to be revealed in 

the last time. 6In this you rejoice, though now for a little while, if necessary, 

you have been grieved by various trials, 7so that the tested genuineness of 

your faith—more precious than gold that perishes though it is tested by fire—

may be found to result in praise and glory and honor at the revelation of Jesus 

Christ. 8Though you have not seen him, you love him. Though you do not 

now see him, you believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and 

filled with glory, 9obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your 

souls. 

  

L This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 

 

 
 

 



 
 

 
 

Holy Gospel John 20:19–31 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the twentieth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 19On the evening of that day, the first day of the week, the doors being 

locked where the disciples were for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 

among them and said to them, “Peace be with you.” 20When he had said this, 

he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples were glad when 

they saw the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 

Father has sent me, even so I am sending you.” 22And when he had said this, 

he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you 

forgive the sins of anyone, they are forgiven; if you withhold forgiveness from 

anyone, it is withheld.” 

 24Now Thomas, one of the Twelve, called the Twin, was not with them 

when Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the Lord.” 

But he said to them, “Unless I see in his hands the mark of the nails, and place 

my finger into the mark of the nails, and place my hand into his side, I will 

never believe.” 

 26Eight days later, his disciples were inside again, and Thomas was with 

them. Although the doors were locked, Jesus came and stood among them and 

said, “Peace be with you.” 27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here, 

and see my hands; and put out your hand, and place it in my side. Do not 

disbelieve, but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 

29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me? Blessed 

are those who have not seen and yet have believed.” 

 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the disciples, which are 

not written in this book; 31but these are written so that you may believe that 



Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by believing you may have life in 

his name. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 

 I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life + everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children’s Message DCE Erika Troester 

 

Sermon Hymn “Alleluia! Jesus Is Risen” LSB 474 

1 Alleluia! 

Jesus is risen! 

    Trumpets resounding in glorious light! 

Splendor, the Lamb, 

Heaven forever! 

    Oh, what a miracle God has in sight! Refrain 

 



ref Jesus is risen and we shall arise: 

Give God the glory! Alleluia! 

 

2 Walking the way, 

Christ in the center 

    Telling the story to open our eyes; 

Breaking our bread, 

Giving us glory: 

    Jesus our blessing, our constant surprise. Refrain 

 

3 Jesus the vine, 

We are the branches; 

    Life in the Spirit the fruit of the tree; 

Heaven to earth, 

Christ to the people, 

    Gift of the future now flowing to me. Refrain 

 

4 Weeping, be gone; 

Sorrow, be silent: 

    Death put asunder, and Easter is bright. 

Cherubim sing: 

“O grave, be open!” 

    Clothe us in wonder, adorn us in light. Refrain 

 

5 City of God, 

Easter forever, 

    Golden Jerusalem, Jesus the Lamb, 

River of life, 

Saints and archangels, 

    Sing with creation to God the I AM! Refrain 

 

Text: © 1995 Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 

110003400 

 



Sermon – “Living Hope” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 

 

Offering 

  

You have four options for giving donations to support ministry: 

1.  You may mail a check to the church 

Beautiful Savior Lutheran Church 

615 SE Todd George Pkwy 

Lee’s Summit, MO 64063 

2. Use your bank’s online bill pay service. 

3. Give an online donation through our website HERE.   

4. Use an automatic service called “Joyful Response.”  To sign up, contact the 

church office. 

 

An option for supporting mercy ministry: LCMS World Relief and Human 

Care. 

 

Offering Song “Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow”  LSB 805 

  Praise God, from whom all blessings flow; 

Praise Him, all creatures here below; 

Praise Him above, ye heav’nly host: 

Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 

    Amen. 

 

Text: Public domain 

 

Offering Song “Living Hope” 

by Phil Wickham, performed by Justin Metcalfe  

 

How great the chasm that lay between us 

How high the mountain I could not climb 

In desperation I turned to heaven  

And spoke Your name into the night  

 

Then through the darkness Your loving-kindness  

Tore through the shadows of my soul 

The work is finished the end is written 

Jesus Christ my living hope  

 

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
mailto:office@beautifulsavior-lsmo.org?subject=Joyful%20Response
https://www.lcms.org/give/mercy?srctid=1&erid=196a1f4c-be8d-441c-9c00-2431915eb62d&efndnum=0034350173&trid=196a1f4c-be8d-441c-9c00-2431915eb62d
https://www.lcms.org/give/mercy?srctid=1&erid=196a1f4c-be8d-441c-9c00-2431915eb62d&efndnum=0034350173&trid=196a1f4c-be8d-441c-9c00-2431915eb62d


Who could imagine so great a mercy 

What heart could fathom such boundless grace  

The God of ages stepped down from glory 

To wear my sin and bear my shame  

 

The cross has spoken I am forgiven  

The King of kings calls me His own  

Beautiful Savior I’m Yours forever  

Jesus Christ my living hope  

 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free  

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me  

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name  

Jesus Christ my living hope  

 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free  

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me  

You have broken every chain  

There’s salvation in Your name  

Jesus Christ my living hope  

 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise  

Your buried body began to breathe 

Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me  

 

Then came the morning that sealed the promise  

Your buried body began to breathe 

Out of the silence the Roaring Lion 

Declared the grave has no claim on me  

Jesus Yours is the victory, yeah  

 

Hallelujah praise the One who set me free  

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me  

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name  

Jesus Christ my living hope  

 



Hallelujah praise the One who set me free  

Hallelujah death has lost its grip on me  

You have broken every chain 

There’s salvation in Your name  

Jesus Christ my living hope  

Jesus Christ my living hope 

Oh God You are my living hope  
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Prayer of the Church 

P … Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer and grant us Your peace. 

  

Lord’s Prayer 

 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus LSB 212 

P Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and + give you peace. 

C Amen. 



 

Closing Song “Glorious Day” BSLC Praise Team 
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