
Fifth Sunday in Lent 
March 29, 2020 

Sermon Series: “One at a Time” 
Today’s Theme: “Dead Man in the Tomb” 

 

Greeting 
 

Confession and Absolution 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive 

our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 

unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by 

what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not 

loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 

ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. 

For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, 

renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk 

in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and 

for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus 

Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on 

them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, 

bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 

Psalm 130 

P 1Out of the depths 

 I cry to you, O LORD! 



C 2O Lord, hear my voice! 

 Let your ears be attentive 

 to the voice of my pleas for mercy! 

P 3If you, O LORD, should mark iniquities, 

 O Lord, who could stand? 

C 4But with you there is forgiveness, 

 that you may be feared. 

P 5I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, 

 and in his word I hope; 

C 6my soul waits for the Lord 

 more than watchmen for the morning, 

 more than watchmen for the morning. 

P 7O Israel, hope in the LORD! 

 For with the LORD there is steadfast love, 

 and with him is plentiful redemption. 

C 8And he will redeem Israel 

 from all his iniquities. 

 

Kyrie 

P In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of 

God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let 

us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P Almighty God, by Your great goodness mercifully look upon Your people  

C that we may be governed and preserved evermore in body and soul; 

through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 

You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 



 

(Pause video to read the Scripture Readings at home and restart it at 
, or let it continue to listen) 
 
Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 37:1–14 

 1The hand of the LORD was upon me, and he brought me out in the Spirit of 

the LORD and set me down in the middle of the valley; it was full of bones. 

2And he led me around among them, and behold, there were very many on the 

surface of the valley, and behold, they were very dry. 3And he said to me, 

“Son of man, can these bones live?” And I answered, “O Lord GOD, you 

know.” 4Then he said to me, “Prophesy over these bones, and say to them, O 

dry bones, hear the word of the LORD. 5Thus says the Lord GOD to these 

bones: Behold, I will cause breath to enter you, and you shall live. 6And I will 

lay sinews upon you, and will cause flesh to come upon you, and cover you 

with skin, and put breath in you, and you shall live, and you shall know that I 

am the LORD.” 

 7So I prophesied as I was commanded. And as I prophesied, there was a 

sound, and behold, a rattling, and the bones came together, bone to its bone. 

8And I looked, and behold, there were sinews on them, and flesh had come 

upon them, and skin had covered them. But there was no breath in them. 

9Then he said to me, “Prophesy to the breath; prophesy, son of man, and say 

to the breath, Thus says the Lord GOD: Come from the four winds, O breath, 

and breathe on these slain, that they may live.” 10So I prophesied as he 

commanded me, and the breath came into them, and they lived and stood on 

their feet, an exceedingly great army. 

 11Then he said to me, “Son of man, these bones are the whole house of 

Israel. Behold, they say, ‘Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are 

clean cut off.’ 12Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord 

GOD: Behold, I will open your graves and raise you from your graves, O my 

people. And I will bring you into the land of Israel. 13And you shall know that 

I am the LORD, when I open your graves, and raise you from your graves, O 

my people. 14And I will put my Spirit within you, and you shall live, and I will 

place you in your own land. Then you shall know that I am the LORD; I have 

spoken, and I will do it, declares the LORD.” 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 



Epistle Romans 8:1–11 
 1There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. 

2For the law of the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law 

of sin and death. 3For God has done what the law, weakened by the flesh, 

could not do. By sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh and for 

sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, 4in order that the righteous requirement of 

the law might be fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but 

according to the Spirit. 5For those who live according to the flesh set their 

minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit set 

their minds on the things of the Spirit. 6To set the mind on the flesh is death, 

but to set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. 7For the mind that is set on 

the flesh is hostile to God, for it does not submit to God’s law; indeed, it 

cannot. 8Those who are in the flesh cannot please God. 

 9You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of 

God dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not 

belong to him. 10But if Christ is in you, although the body is dead because of 

sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. 11If the Spirit of him who raised 

Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ Jesus from the dead 

will also give life to your mortal bodies through his Spirit who dwells in you. 

  

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Holy Gospel John 11:1–45 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eleventh chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

 1Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and her 

sister Martha. 2It was Mary who anointed the Lord with ointment and wiped 

his feet with her hair, whose brother Lazarus was ill. 3So the sisters sent to 

him, saying, “Lord, he whom you love is ill.” 4But when Jesus heard it he 

said, “This illness does not lead to death. It is for the glory of God, so that the 

Son of God may be glorified through it.” 

 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So, when he heard 

that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place where he was. 

7Then after this he said to the disciples, “Let us go to Judea again.” 8The 

disciples said to him, “Rabbi, the Jews were just now seeking to stone you, 

and are you going there again?” 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours 



in the day? If anyone walks in the day, he does not stumble, because he sees 

the light of this world. 10But if anyone walks in the night, he stumbles, 

because the light is not in him.” 11After saying these things, he said to them, 

“Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I go to awaken him.” 12The 

disciples said to him, “Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he will recover.” 13Now 

Jesus had spoken of his death, but they thought that he meant taking rest in 

sleep. 14Then Jesus told them plainly, “Lazarus has died, 15and for your sake I 

am glad that I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 

16So Thomas, called the Twin, said to his fellow disciples, “Let us also go, 

that we may die with him.” 

 17Now when Jesus came, he found that Lazarus had already been in the 

tomb four days. 18Bethany was near Jerusalem, about two miles off, 19and 

many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them concerning 

their brother. 20So when Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went and 

met him, but Mary remained seated in the house. 21Martha said to Jesus, 

“Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have died. 22But even now 

I know that whatever you ask from God, God will give you.” 23Jesus said to 

her, “Your brother will rise again.” 24Martha said to him, “I know that he will 

rise again in the resurrection on the last day.” 25Jesus said to her, “I am the 

resurrection and the life. Whoever believes in me, though he die, yet shall he 

live, 26and everyone who lives and believes in me shall never die. Do you 

believe this?” 27She said to him, “Yes, Lord; I believe that you are the Christ, 

the Son of God, who is coming into the world.” 

 28When she had said this, she went and called her sister Mary, saying in 

private, “The Teacher is here and is calling for you.” 29And when she heard it, 

she rose quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet come into the 

village, but was still in the place where Martha had met him. 31When the Jews 

who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary rise quickly and go 

out, they followed her, supposing that she was going to the tomb to weep 

there. 32Now when Mary came to where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at his 

feet, saying to him, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 

died.” 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come with her 

also weeping, he was deeply moved in his spirit and greatly troubled. 34And 

he said, “Where have you laid him?” They said to him, “Lord, come and see.” 

35Jesus wept. 36So the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 37But some of them 

said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind man also have kept this 

man from dying?” 

 38Then Jesus, deeply moved again, came to the tomb. It was a cave, and a 

stone lay against it. 39Jesus said, “Take away the stone.” Martha, the sister of 



the dead man, said to him, “Lord, by this time there will be an odor, for he has 

been dead four days.” 40Jesus said to her, “Did I not tell you that if you 

believed you would see the glory of God?” 41So they took away the stone. 

And Jesus lifted up his eyes and said, “Father, I thank you that you have heard 

me. 42I knew that you always hear me, but I said this on account of the people 

standing around, that they may believe that you sent me.” 43When he had said 

these things, he cried out with a loud voice, “Lazarus, come out.” 44The man 

who had died came out, his hands and feet bound with linen strips, and his 

face wrapped with a cloth. Jesus said to them, “Unbind him, and let him go.” 

 45Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what 

he did, believed in him. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

Children’s Message DCE Erika Troester 

 
Song – “Resurrection” Recorded by Staci Mathes and Logan Mathes 

 
Sermon – “Dead Man in the Tomb” Rev. Jonathan Gruen 

 

Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 

     the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth 

          and of all things visible and invisible. 

  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

     the only-begotten Son of God, 

     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 

     God of God, Light of Light, 

     very God of very God, 

     begotten, not made, 

     being of one substance with the Father, 

     by whom all things were made; 

     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 

     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

     and was made man; 



     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

     He suffered and was buried. 

     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 

          and ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 

     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the 

dead, 

     whose kingdom will have no end. 

  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the Lord and giver of life, 

     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 

     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 

glorified, 

     who spoke by the prophets. 

     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 

     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 

Offering – Thank you for supporting the ministry of BSLC.  You may mail in your 

offering, use your bank’s online “bill-pay” service, or use our website: donate here.  

Also, take some time this week to give at least 3 people a phone call to check on 

them, encourage them, share an encouraging Scripture verse with them, and say a 

prayer for them. 
 

Prayer of the Church 
 

(Pause the video to spend some time in prayer at home) 
 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

https://beautifulsavior-lsmo.org/donate


          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benediction 

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

Recommended Songs for Additional Singing at Home 
Indescribable 
Christ Is Risen  
Jesus Messiah 
The Lion and the Lamb 
 
“Abide with Me” LSB 878 
1 Abide with me, fast falls the eventide. 

The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide. 

When other helpers fail and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 

  

2 I need Thy presence ev’ry passing hour; 

What but Thy grace can foil the tempter’s pow’r? 

Who like Thyself my guide and stay can be? 

Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

  

3 Come not in terrors, as the King of kings, 

But kind and good, with healing in Thy wings; 

Tears for all woes, a heart for ev’ry plea. 

Come, Friend of sinners, thus abide with me. 

  

4 Swift to its close ebbs out life’s little day; 

Earth’s joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5IlVfkY5q54
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IExdrZGQVeI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QmY3jSugNBU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=C9ujBoud26k


Change and decay in all around I see; 

O Thou who changest not, abide with me. 

  

5 I fear no foe with Thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight and tears no bitterness. 

Where is death’s sting? Where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still if Thou abide with me! 

  

6 Hold Thou Thy cross before my closing eyes; 

Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies. 

Heav’n’s morning breaks, and earth’s vain shadows flee; 

In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me. 

Text: Public domain 
 
“Christ, the Life of All the Living” LSB 420 
1 Christ, the life of all the living, 

    Christ, the death of death, our foe, 

Who, Thyself for me once giving 

    To the darkest depths of woe: 

Through Thy suff’rings, death, and merit 

I eternal life inherit. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

2 Thou, ah! Thou, hast taken on Thee 

    Bonds and stripes, a cruel rod; 

Pain and scorn were heaped upon Thee, 

    O Thou sinless Son of God! 

Thus didst Thou my soul deliver 

From the bonds of sin forever. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

3 Thou hast borne the smiting only 

    That my wounds might all be whole; 

Thou hast suffered, sad and lonely, 

    Rest to give my weary soul; 

Yea, the curse of God enduring, 

Blessing unto me securing. 



    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

4 Heartless scoffers did surround Thee, 

    Treating Thee with shameful scorn 

And with piercing thorns they crowned Thee. 

    All disgrace Thou, Lord, hast borne, 

That as Thine Thou mightest own me 

And with heav’nly glory crown me. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

5 Thou hast suffered men to bruise Thee, 

    That from pain I might be free; 

Falsely did Thy foes accuse Thee: 

    Thence I gain security; 

Comfortless Thy soul did languish 

Me to comfort in my anguish. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

6 Thou hast suffered great affliction 

    And hast borne it patiently, 

Even death by crucifixion, 

    Fully to atone for me; 

Thou didst choose to be tormented 

That my doom should be prevented. 

    Thousand, thousand thanks shall be, 

    Dearest Jesus, unto Thee. 

  

7 Then, for all that wrought my pardon, 

    For Thy sorrows deep and sore, 

For Thine anguish in the Garden, 

    I will thank Thee evermore, 

Thank Thee for Thy groaning, sighing, 

For Thy bleeding and Thy dying, 

    For that last triumphant cry, 

    And shall praise Thee, Lord, on high. 

Text: Public domain 



 
“Glory Be to Jesus” LSB 433 
1 Glory be to Jesus, 

    Who in bitter pains 

Poured for me the lifeblood 

    From His sacred veins! 

  

2 Grace and life eternal 

    In that blood I find; 

Blest be His compassion, 

    Infinitely kind! 

  

3 Blest through endless ages 

    Be the precious stream 

Which from endless torment 

    Did the world redeem! 

  

4 Abel’s blood for vengeance 

    Pleaded to the skies; 

But the blood of Jesus 

    For our pardon cries. 

  

5 Oft as earth exulting 

    Wafts its praise on high, 

Angel hosts rejoicing 

    Make their glad reply. 

  

6 Lift we, then, our voices, 

    Swell the mighty flood; 

Louder still and louder 

    Praise the precious blood! 

Text: Public domain 
 
“My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less” LSB 575 
1 My hope is built on nothing less 

Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness; 

No merit of my own I claim 

But wholly lean on Jesus’ name. Refrain 

  



ref On Christ, the solid rock, I stand; 

All other ground is sinking sand. 

  

2 When darkness veils His lovely face, 

I rest on His unchanging grace; 

In ev’ry high and stormy gale 

My anchor holds within the veil. Refrain 

  

3 His oath, His covenant and blood 

Support me in the raging flood; 

When ev’ry earthly prop gives way, 

He then is all my hope and stay. Refrain 

  

4 When He shall come with trumpet sound, 

Oh, may I then in Him be found, 

Clothed in His righteousness alone, 

Redeemed to stand before His throne! Refrain 

Text: Public domain 
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