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ABOUT OUR SERIES: When someone speaks their last words, their family listens and takes 
them to heart.  When our Lord speaks from the cross right before his death, all of heaven and 
earth are moved.  Hear the words of life spoken to you tonight. 
 
Opening Hymn “Alas! And Did My Savior Bleed”  LSB 437 
1 Alas! And did my Savior bleed, 

    And did my sov’reign die? 
Would He devote that sacred head 
    For such a worm as I? 

 
2 Was it for crimes that I had done 

    He groaned upon the tree? 
Amazing pity, grace unknown, 
    And love beyond degree! 

 
3 Well might the sun in darkness hide 

    And shut his glories in 
When God, the mighty maker, died 
    For His own creatures’ sin. 

 
4 Thus might I hide my blushing face 

    While His dear cross appears, 
Dissolve my heart in thankfulness, 
    And melt mine eyes to tears. 

 
5 But drops of grief can ne’er repay 

    The debt of love I owe; 
Here, Lord, I give myself away: 
    ’Tis all that I can do. 

 
Text: Public domain 
 
 
Opening Versicles 

C This is the day which the Lord has made; 
    let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
 From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
    the name of the Lord is to be praised. 



 
 Return to the Lord, your God, for He is gracious and merciful, 
       slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love,  
   and relents from sending disaster. 
 
 Jesus said: If any man would come after Me, 
    let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow Me. 
 Christ was wounded for our transgressions. 
    He was bruised for our iniquities. 
 
 From the rising of the sun to its setting, 
    the name of the Lord is to be praised. 
  
 Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
 

 
Readings From Holy Scripture 

 
Psalm 22:1-8, 14-19 

My God, my God, why have you forsaken me? 
 Why are you so far from saving me, from the words of my groaning? 
O my God, I cry by day, but you do not answer, 
 and by night, but I find no rest. 
Yet you are holy, 
 enthroned on the praises of Israel. 
In you our fathers trusted; 
 they trusted, and you delivered them. 
To you they cried and were rescued; 
 in you they trusted and were not put to shame. 
But I am a worm and not a man, 
 scorned by mankind and despised by the people. 
All who see me mock me; 
 they make mouths at me; they wag their heads; 
“He trusts in the Lord; let him deliver him; 
 let him rescue him, for he delights in him!” 
I am poured out like water, 
 and all my bones are out of joint; 
my heart is like wax; 
 it is melted within my breast; 
my strength is dried up like a potsherd, 
 and my tongue sticks to my jaws; 
 you lay me in the dust of death. 



For dogs encompass me; 
 a company of evildoers encircles me; 
they have pierced my hands and feet— 
I can count all my bones— 
they stare and gloat over me; 
they divide my garments among them, 
 and for my clothing they cast lots. 
But you, O Lord, do not be far off! 
 O you my help, come quickly to my aid! 
 
L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 
 
Matthew 27:45-49 
 Now from the sixth hour there was darkness over all the land until the ninth hour. And 
about the ninth hour Jesus cried out with a loud voice, saying, “Eli, Eli, lema sabachthani?” that 
is, “My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” And some of the bystanders, hearing it, 
said, “This man is calling Elijah.” And one of them at once ran and took a sponge, filled it with 
sour wine, and put it on a reed and gave it to him to drink. But the others said, “Wait, let us see 
whether Elijah will come to save him.” 
 

L This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Responsory 
C We have an advocate with the Father: Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
    He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 
 Blessed is the one whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
    He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 
 We have an advocate with the Father; Jesus Christ, the Righteous One. 
    He was delivered up to death; He was delivered for the sins of the people. 
 

 
L As part of our Lenten meditation, we now review, confess, and pray the Ten 

Commandments, Apostles’ Creed, and the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
Ten Commandments 

C You shall have no other gods. 
You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God. 
Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
Honor your father and your mother. 



You shall not murder. 
You shall not commit adultery. 
You shall not steal. 
You shall not give false testimony against your neighbor. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s house. 
You shall not covet your neighbor’s wife, or his manservant or maidservant, his 
ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your neighbor. 

 
Apostles’ Creed 

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 



     forever and ever. Amen. 
 
Sermon Hymn “Jesus, in Your Dying Woes” LSB 447 
                                                                                                                sts. 10-12  

10 Jesus, whelmed in fears unknown, 
With our evil left alone, 
While no light from heav’n is shown: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

  
11 When we seem in vain to pray 

And our hope seems far away, 
In the darkness be our stay: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

  
12 Though no Father seem to hear, 

Though no light our spirits cheer, 
May we know that God is near: 
    Hear us, holy Jesus. 

Text: Public domain 
 

Sermon – “Forsaken” 
 
Hymn “Stricken, Smitten, and Afflicted”  LSB 451 
 
1 Stricken, smitten, and afflicted, 

    See Him dying on the tree! 
’Tis the Christ, by man rejected; 
    Yes, my soul, ’tis He, ’tis He! 
’Tis the long-expected Prophet, 
    David’s Son, yet David’s Lord; 
Proofs I see sufficient of it: 
    ’Tis the true and faithful Word. 

 
2 Tell me, ye who hear Him groaning, 

    Was there ever grief like His? 
Friends through fear His cause disowning, 
    Foes insulting His distress; 
Many hands were raised to wound Him, 
    None would intervene to save; 
But the deepest stroke that pierced Him 
    Was the stroke that justice gave. 

 
3 Ye who think of sin but lightly 

    Nor suppose the evil great 
Here may view its nature rightly, 



    Here its guilt may estimate. 
Mark the sacrifice appointed, 
    See who bears the awful load; 
’Tis the Word, the Lord’s anointed, 
    Son of Man and Son of God. 

 
4 Here we have a firm foundation, 

    Here the refuge of the lost: 
Christ, the Rock of our salvation, 
    Is the name of which we boast; 
Lamb of God, for sinners wounded, 
    Sacrifice to cancel guilt! 
None shall ever be confounded 
    Who on Him their hope have built. 

 
Text: Public domain 
 
Offering Options 
 
Prayer 

L In peace let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the gift of divine peace and of pardon, with all our heart and with all our mind, 

let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the holy Christian Church, here and scattered throughout the world, and for the 

proclamation of the Gospel and the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this nation, for our cities and communities, and for the common welfare of us 

all, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For seasonable weather and for the fruitfulness of the earth, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who labor, for those whose work is difficult or dangerous, and for all who 

travel, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For all those in need, for the hungry and homeless, for the widowed and orphaned, 

and for all those in prison, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the sick and dying and for all those who care for them, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L Finally, for these and for all our needs of body and soul, let us pray to the Lord: 



C Lord, have mercy. Christ, have mercy. Lord, have mercy.  
 
Collect of the Day 

L Almighty God, graciously behold this Your family for whom our Lord Jesus Christ 
was willing to be betrayed and delivered into the hands of sinful men to suffer death 
upon the cross; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Evening Prayer 
C I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that 

You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all 
my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into 
Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy 
angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me.  Amen. 

 
Blessing 

L Let us bless the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
L The almighty and merciful Lord, the Father, the T Son, and the Holy Spirit, bless 

and preserve us. 
C Amen. 
 

 
Closing Hymn “Jesus, Refuge of the Weary” LSB 423 
 
1 Jesus, refuge of the weary, 

    Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 
    Savior from the world above: 
Often have Your eyes, offended, 
    Gazed upon the sinner’s fall; 
Yet upon the cross extended, 
    You have borne the pain of all. 

 
2 Do we pass that cross unheeding, 

    Breathing no repentant vow, 
Though we see You wounded, bleeding, 
    See Your thorn-encircled brow? 
Yet Your sinless death has brought us 
    Life eternal, peace, and rest; 
Only what Your grace has taught us 
    Calms the sinner’s deep distress. 

 



3 Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
    With more fervent love for You; 
May our eyes be ever turning 
    To behold Your cross anew 
Till in glory, parted never 
    From the blessèd Savior’s side, 
Graven in our hearts forever, 
    Dwell the cross, the Crucified. 

 
 
Text: Public domain 
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