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Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.   March 2016 
 

 
“He has set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has  

done from beginning to end.”  Ecclesiastes 3:11 
 
Recently I started a new teaching series with The WAY programming.  I am using the book of 

Ecclesiastes as the source material.  Nearly every time I get to this particular book of the Bible I am amazed 
at the approach the author, referring to himself as “the teacher,” examines life from a very secular, almost 
self-indulgent point of view.  His point is that if we look at only the individual details of life, then we miss the 
bigger picture.   

Many people struggle with a faith in God.  They find God distant and removed from human affairs.  
They take a look at the demise of cultural boundaries, moral laxity, and even the continual evil ways 
humanity finds to inflict pain and suffering upon others; their conclusion is that either God does not care or 
God is dead.  Thus, they intentionally select a life of practical agnosticism and adopt the simple philosophy, 
“to each his own.” 

While I make no claims to be a prophet, I can see that this mindset can only lead to greater cultural 
and moral declines than this great nation has known.  Slowly and surely we see the chipping away at 
traditional values which made for some of the strongest and most resilient generations.  Generations that 
fought environmental and financial hardships. Generations that stood up to oppressive governments on our 
soil and abroad. These generations recognized evil as evil in fascist regimes that inflicted great harm upon 
humanity.  Generations that sought to work hard six days a week and bow their head on the seventh.  They 
were generations that taught character, dignity, high values, and personal respect for themselves and their 
neighbor.  They did not have the answer to every problem, but they knew The One they could turn to in 
times of adversity because they knew Him in times of pleasure and peace.   They were big picture people. 

Today, people look for the quick fix, the easy solution. If they cannot get their prayers answered 
immediately then they move on and seek another solution.  Ecclesiastes teaches there are no quick fixes.  
The end result of self-indulgence is destruction.   If we trust in our own devices to save or redeem our lives, 
then all will be found lacking.  The latest gadget does not give us more satisfaction.  The most recent self-
help book will not satisfy our inner yearning for deeper purpose.  As the teacher says, finding satisfaction in 
our work, our play, and our daily contributions to life, “this is the gift of God.”  

We all wish we could avoid the pitfalls and hardships that come our way.  How nice this life would be 
without pain, suffering, tragedy, and loss; if every day was an experience in Pleasantville, but it is not.  The 
teacher recognizes that there is a pendulum to life that swings back in forth – “a time to be born and a time 
to die, a time to plant and a time to uproot, a time to tear down and time to build…”  God provides a 
rhythm that nurtures our hearts as well as stretches our faith so that we can grow strong and depend more 
completely in His grace.  It is when our faith is tested that we gain strength. 

I love the phrase, “He has set eternity in the hearts of men; yet they cannot fathom what God has 
done from beginning to end.”  He is saying, “Be patient, God’s not finished.  Only with true faith do we get 
to see the big picture after God is done with the painting.  What a masterpiece you are becoming.” 

I hope you are becoming a big picture type of Christian.  God bless, Travis 

                        

 

      

Asbury UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
508 W. 6th St.  (PO Box 2342), Ada, OK 74820 

 

580-332-5266     asburyada@sbcglobla.net 
www.adaasburyumc.com & LIKE US on Facebook as Ada Asbury UMC 

 

Pastor Travis Muse    Administrative Assistant Whitney Clifton 
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WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
Sunday  Sunday School 9:30 a.m. 

  Worship Services 10:30 a.m.  

Monday Basketball Practices in the Gym 

  ECU Wesley – FUSION 8:00 p.m. 

Tuesday The WAY 6 p.m. 

Wednesday Choir 6 p.m.  

  ECU Wesley – Bible Study 9:00 p.m. 

   

 

***************************************** 

 Happenings 
March  

 2nd Pick up food for food pantry 
 3rd Distribute food for food pantry 

4th P.E.O. Women’s club @ noon in Family 
Life Center 

7th Beautiful Day Dinner @ Central Church of 
Christ 
8th Lunch bunch @ noon 
16th Pick up sack food for food pantry 
17th Distribute food for food pantry 
18thMary Smith (Boiling Springs UMC) Family 
Life Center 8-2 
19th Palm Sunday 
19th Potluck 
21stBusy Bee’s (sewing) 9-4 Family Life 
Center 
27th Happy Easter 

 
Thank you letter from the Merle 

Ballard Family 
 

Your kind expression of sympathy is deeply 
appreciated and gratefully acknowledged. 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to our church family. 
Pastor Travis and his help in planning before, during, 
and after the service; the ladies and their wonderful 
meal, and the many phone calls, cards, and flowers. 
The out-of-town relatives were impressed! 

 
 

   
 
 
   

Circle of Care 
Oklahoma United Methodist Circle of Care 

extends to you and your congregation our heartfelt 
appreciation for making your 2015 apportionment 
payment to the Circle of care ministry in full. Your 
congregation’s faithful commitment to meet the 
needs of Oklahoma children and families has 
allowed Circle of Care to bring the love of Christ to 
those who need it most. 

 
Your partnership allows us to continue to 

provide quality, comprehensive, Christians services. 
Our commitment to be your “hand and feet” in 
providing Oklahoma’s “at-promise” children and 
youth the hope of a better tomorrow remains as 
strong today as it was in 1917 when our ministry 
was founded. Your congregation’s continued 
faithfulness allows us to restore hope and faith to 
families across our state. 

 

Donation letter from Claudia 
& John Sharber 

 

Please accept the enclosed donation in 
honor of the memorial of my aunt, Ethel Marie 
Jones. This is a very fine thing you do to help others. 
I know she would be very proud. Thank you. 

 

 
Food Bank 
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March Birthdays 

 Doug Weirick  5th   
 Rob Helleland            11th    
 Noah Quaid   15th  
 Bernita Horton  20th  
 DJ Davis    22nd   

Laurin Patton  24th  
Sandra Haney  28th  
Jerry Fleming  30th  

 
 

March 
 James & Tamara Quaid       9th  
 Laurin & Virginia Patton   14th  
 David & Barbara Walters  15th   
 David & Marki Mask          28th   
 

Busy Bee’s  

 

 

ECU Singing @ The WAY 

 
 

Congratulations   

 
 We would like to congratulate Donnie 

Bailey on his completion of District 18 Drug 
Court.  

 

 
J.E. & Barbara Quinton 

Men @ SOAR 
Family of Ethel Jones 

Allene Cobb 
Donnie & Bunny (expecting a baby) 

Family of Martha Coker (Barbara Walter’s sister) 
  

https://www.pinterest.com/dpearson43/birthday/
http://www.clipartbest.com/happy-work-anniversary-graphics
http://www.sacredheart-fairfield.org/what-s-happening
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Holy Week Service Schedule 
 
Palm Sunday & Potluck Dinner– March 20th  
We join the celebration of welcoming our redeemer 
by shouting “Hosanna in the Highest” while the 
children parade around the church waving palm 
branches.  Afterwards we will enjoy our monthly 
potluck. 
 
Maundy Thursday – March 24th at 6:00pm 
Jesus used the teachings of Passover to instruct us 
the meaning of his atonement for our sins.  Come 
on Maundy Thursday as we connect the past 
traditions with our modern faith in remembering 
the meaning of Holy Communion.   
 
Good Friday Services – March 25th at Noon 
Asbury will host the Community noontime Good 
Friday Service on March 25.  Pastor Aaron Fillmore 
from Grace Fellowship will be speaking at the 
service.  Following service we will host a light 
fellowship lunch of soup and sandwiches.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Good Friday Service – Stations of the Cross, 6:00pm 
For years, Christians have deepen their 
understanding of Christ’s suffering and death using 
a series of scripture readings called, Via Dolorosa, or 
the Way of Sorrows.  We invite you to come and 
remember once again the depth of Christ’s love for 
each of us through scripture readings, images, 
hymns and personal reflections.  It will truly get you 
prepare for the joy that comes on Easter morning.  
 
Easter Service –Choir Cantata - March 27 at 10:30 
The joy of Easter morning will soon be upon us.  
Pastel dresses, Easter bonnets, and a variety of 
other Easter related items provide a color backdrop 
to the most glorious day of the year.  
Please help us celebrate this amazing Sunday by 
inviting your family and neighbors to join you right 
here at Asbury.  The choir is preparing a joyous 
cantata that will truly inspire our faith.  
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