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Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. June 2016 
 

 

 I write you on the eve of Annual Conference.  Every year all the United Methodist Churches in 
Oklahoma gather for a business meeting.  This year’s conference will have a feeling of transition as 
most people know that our Bishop, Dr. Robert Hayes Jr., will soon retire.  Come August we will know 
the name of our next Bishop.  Please hold Bishop Hayes and his wife Dee in your prayers as they step 
out of full-time ministry.  We expect they will remain close to Oklahoma, but we also know they will 
be traveling to see their families that live in areas in South Texas and across the southwest.   

Our sister church, First United Methodist will also experience a change in the next two weeks.  
Rev. David Daniels will soon move and start his tenure at the FUMC of Ardmore. This means Ada First 
will receive a new minister by the name of Brian Matthews.  I do not know much about Brian.  Please 
join me in warmly welcoming Brian and his family into the Ada community.   

Methodist Churches have a long history of moving pastors.  (Don’t worry I do not intent to 
move anytime soon.)  It goes back to the early days of Methodism here in American.  As people 
traveled from Europe to America, they brought with them a great desire to maintain their faith and 
daily spiritual life.  However, the Methodist movement—which was started in London, England—was 
not equipped to send enough preachers over for every church. Among the first Methodist preachers 
was an early disciple of John Wesley by the name of Francis Asbury.  Yes, that is where Asbury UMC 
get’s her name.  Asbury became the first Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church along with another 
man, Thomas Coke in 1784.  They would ordain people into the ministry and appoint them to various 
locations. 

The shortage in preachers meant that some churches had to go several weeks if not months 
before the preacher arrived.  The early American Methodist preachers had several churches under 
their care.  Some preachers would travel from church to church in rural locations, up to 8 churches on 
a circuit as modeled by early preachers in England.  They became known as Circuit Riders.  Francis 
Asbury himself traveled extensively visiting churches and giving administrative oversight.  In fact, 
Asbury traveled over 270,000 miles on horseback during his ministry.   

As the population expanded west, so did the church.  Early churches in Oklahoma were 
without fulltime pastors for months at a time.  That is when the churches relied heavily on the laity to 
take over the daily affairs of the church.  When the circuit riders arrived, they focused on preaching, 
baptisms, visiting the sick, marriages and even funeral and memorial services.   

When the number of preachers finally caught up to the number of churches, ministers became 
full-time additions.  This occurred around the early 1900’s.  Yet, Methodist ministers still continued 
the tradition established by the Church of England to rotate ministers every couple of years.   

We are seeing a change in many churches for preachers to stay longer than just a few years.  I 
personally believe this helps establish continuity and for the church to accomplish some bigger goals 
under one minister.   All of this is to say that we might not fully understand the dynamics of the 
changes, but we can trust that lots of prayer goes into them.  We can also see how God has used our 
Lower Story of faithfulness to expand his Upper Story glory.   

In Christ,  
Pastor Travis 

                        

 

    
  

Asbury UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
508 W. 6th St.  (PO Box 2342), Ada, OK 74820 

 

580-332-5266     asburyada@sbcglobla.net 
www.adaasburyumc.com & LIKE US on Facebook as Ada Asbury UMC 

 

Pastor Travis Muse    Administrative Assistant Whitney Clifton 
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http://www.adaasburyumc.com/
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WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
Sunday  Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 

  Worship Services 10:30 a.m.  

     

***************************************** 

 Happenings 
June 
 1st  Pick up sack food for food pantry 
 2nd  Distribute food for food pantry 
 6th  Sister’s hand and hand @ 6 p.m. @ St.  
  Joseph’s Catholic Church  
 6th   District camp starts @ Crosspoint  
 7th Lunch bunch@ noon 
 8th  Finance meeting 7 p.m. 
 10th District camp ends 
 15th  Administrative Council meeting @ 7 p.m. 
 15th  Pick up sack food for food pantry 
 16th  Distribute food for food pantry  
 18th  Mary Smith (Family Life Center) Reception 
  Dinner for Governor Anoatubby 
 19th  Potluck dinner 
 19th  Happy Father’s Day! 
 19th  Youth force camp starts 
 24th  Youth force camp ends 
 26th  ECU Wesley golf tournament  

 

Our Music Ministry 
As we said goodbye to Micah and Elizabeth 

this past month, we are starting to notice just how 
vital they were to our services.  Our goal was to 
have another accompanist and music leader in place 
when they left.  While we had several weeks to try 
and make that happen, God has not led us to the 
right people… yet.   

During this period we will continue to search 
for music leaders who can help us build upon the 
strong tradition of heartfelt worship music.  We are 
hopeful that God is equipping young musicians for 
our next chapter of praise for the church. 

For the time being we will sing some more 
familiar songs and we may need to use recorded 
music from time to time.  We do not intend this to 
be long lasting, simply a way to keep the praises of 
the people lifted before the Lord.   
 
 
 

Ada Area Canned Food Drive 
The U.S. Postal Service in Ada conducted the 

Letter Carriers Food Drive to help address the issue 
of hunger in our community.  The proceeds of those 
donations went to various local organizations, 
including Asbury.   

While I do not know the full amount of items 
donated during the food drive, Asbury did receive 
over 60 boxes of food.  These cans, along with other 
food items that Asbury purchases from the Regional 
Food Bank, will enable us to provide nearly 3 
months of local aid.  We currently get requests for 
food by over 200 families a month.. 

Please let your Letter Carrier know what a 
difference their efforts make. 
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June Birthdays 

 Tyler Weirick  1st  
 Cindy Keefer   1st      
 Barbara Quinton  4th  
 Michael Muse   5th  
 Aggie Allen       14th     

Ken Wilkerson  15th  
John Jones   29th  
 
 

 
June 

Rob & Lou Helleland    7th   
Jeff & Gaye Jarred      8th  
Travis & Ginny Muse 13th 
Danny & Pat Jones  30th  
Glen & Sandra Haney 26th  
 

 
 

 
Lattie Jones J.E. & Barbara Quinton 
Men @ SOAR David & Markie Mask 
Robert Scott  Allene Cobb 
Antrone & Christina (Expecting a baby) 
Ryan & Elizabeth (Expecting a baby) 
Faye Salem (Ginny Muse’s Aunt) 
Madeline Hargrave (Cindy Keefer’s mother) 
Burl Webb 

 

 

Soar guys putting our new 
table carts together! 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.sacredheart-fairfield.org/what-s-happening
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