
July 1, 2013    Asbury United Methodist Church 

 

Asbury Food Pantry 

Hours 9am-12pm 

Every Thursday 

of the month 

All donations are welcome! 

Our food is ordered               

bi-monthly from The            

Oklahoma Food Bank. We 

help 100-150 families per 

month. 

To the Ladies: 
You are invited  

To The Wedding Shower  
Honoring  

Micah Hobday & Kaleb Gordon 
Sunday July 7th at 2:00 P.M. 

The Source 
730 East Main Street 

Ada, OK 74820 
 

They Are Registered at Walmart and Bed Bath & Beyond 

 

Life Line Screening 

Thursday July 18th 

Call: 1-800-324-9458  

to pre-register 

 

“But God doesn't call us to be 

comfortable. He calls us to trust 

Him so completely that we are 

unafraid to put  

ourselves in situations where 

we will be in trouble if He 

doesn't come through.”  

 

Francis Chan 

 Crazy Love: Overwhelmed by a Relentless God  

Independence Day 

Thursday July 4th 

 

 

Church Offices will be 

closed to celebrate and 

spend time with  

family! 



 

As we arrive in July, the heat has set in, we have slowed down. It is too hot to move fast. I love this time of 

year. The season is “Ordinary Time,” the colors are green, and it is a reminder that God is in the ordinary 

every day walking around part of our lives. Yes, we encounter the Risen Christ in the mountain top moments 

as well as the valleys of life, but it in the every day routine that we develop a relationship with Jesus Christ. It 

is in the weekly worship, the gathering, the fellowship meal, the service to our community, that we encounter 

Christ’s living presence. 

 

I found this short writing and want to share it. It says: “It is like the couple who had their baby christened at 

church, and then, after the service, had a party to celebrate the event. Aunts and uncles began to arrive along 

with grandparents, nieces, nephews, and friends. Everyone began talking and eating. Finally someone spoke 

up and asked, “Where’s the baby?” The parents had taken the child to his bedroom and placed him in the crib 

to take a nap. Everyone was so busy enjoying one another that they had forgotten why they were there.”  

 

Beloved, let us remember in these summer days why we gather, who we worship, and that we are the active 

participants, God is the audience. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Book Nook 
   If you’re looking for a book to feed your spirit  

    here’s a recommended book: 

“Naked Spirituality” 
   By Brian D. McLaren             

 

What great books have you read lately?  

Please share your recommendations. 

Pastor’s Corner:   
    Temple Diehl 

See you Sunday, 

Temple 
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Bishop’s Corner: 
Bishop Robert Hayes Jr. 

2013 Episcopal Address 
After opening worship, Bishop Robert and Dee Hayes, left, and retired Bishop Peter and Linda Weaver enter the v at OKC-

St. Luke’s UMC, during the Annual Conference. Weaver was Oklahoma’s guest preacher; he serves as the Council of Bish-

ops executive secretary. He delivered the Episcopal Address at the 2012 General Conference. 

To all my sisters and brothers in Christ who have been born out of the Wesleyan tradition and who are distinctly called Unit-

ed Methodists: I bid you greetings, grace, and peace in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ! This week marks the 

170th gathering of Methodists in Oklahoma. We gratefully acknowledge our roles as living witnesses of a spiritual movement 

that has endured and will endure as long as God gives us life and breath -- lifting high the cross of Jesus Christ! 

What an awesome privilege it is for me to stand before you today in this first Annual Conference session since my reassign-

ment as bishop of the Oklahoma Area. To have the opportunity to begin and end my episcopal ministry here in Oklahoma is 

an answered prayer that exceeded all my expectations. 

With one more quadrennium as your bishop, I want you to know what my priorities are and what I seek to accomplish before 

Sept. 1, 2016. 

My top priority is to advance the Oklahoma Conference to its strongest-ever witness for Christ. To accomplish that goal, I 

begin with an even greater emphasis on the local church, calling both clergy and laity to the daunting task of starting new 

faith communities and revitalizing our existing congregations. 

Thus I am appointing Rev. Chuck Nordean to serve as director of Congregational Development and Clergy Excellence, a 

much-needed assignment starting June 1 that will assist this priority in many ways. 

Rev. Nordean’s duties will include developing new congregations and strategies to assist existing congregations. He will 

work closely with Rev. Craig Stinson, our Connectional Ministries director, to enhance the work of every congregation, and 

with the Board of Ordained Ministry to better prepare capable leaders and pastors to do the work of ministry. 

Oklahoma has always been acclaimed as a GOOD conference; we rank in the top 10 of all 57 United Methodist conferences 

in the United States. Although we are blessed with a robust heritage, it will not be an easy task to move our conference from 

GOOD to GREAT. This will require willingness on my part and yours to go the extra miles that truly will strengthen our lo-

cal churches. 

The Book of Discipline of our denomination states, "The local church provides the most significant arena through which dis-

ciple-making occurs." I believe that. To be a stronger, greater conference, our focus must be on the local church. 

General Conference action will not rescue our denomination. No general board or agency can provide a blueprint for what is 

ahead. 

Our future as Christ’s United Methodist ambassadors depends upon our willingness to preach Christ from each pulpit, to 

leave the comfort and safety of our sanctuaries and carry the life-saving Gospel message out to people in our communities 

and in mission fields throughout the world. 

John Wesley showed us how! I’ve said before that we once were known as "shouting Methodists." We must rally today for 

God with that same fervor, enthusiasm, and excitement! 

From Guymon and Elk City, to McAlester, to Tulsa and beyond, innovative ideas are erupting in our local churches. I predict 

these new models will shape ministry that looks quite different in 10 years. Will we be prepared for it? 

To accomplish this No. 1 priority, I feel I need to dedicate more of my time and energy to Oklahoma. I am removing myself 

from general boards and agencies of the denomination, beginning next year. I do this to devote myself more fully to the main 

task right here. My only general-church assignments will be my duties within the Council and the College of Bishops, and 

with the United Methodist institutions and agencies that operate within the bounds of this annual conference. 

I have prayed about this decision for many weeks. I will work closely with Rev. Nordean and with our laity, clergy, and elect-

ed officials to achieve what I believe will be THE watershed moment for Oklahoma since half a century ago. 

I do not intend to spend the next four years coasting toward an imaginary finish line, nor will I say, "Let the bishop who fol-

lows me" take responsibility for what I should be doing now as your episcopal leader. I intend to continue my practice of vis-

iting as many churches as I can; exercising the ministry of presence wherever I’m needed; and running the race God has set 

before me with energy, eagerness, and enthusiasm! 

My second priority for this quadrennium is to stay the course with our Strategic Plan. Since its adoption in May 2008, we 

have made tremendous progress. At this time we can confirm that a majority of local churches have in place programs and 

ministries designed to enhance growth and stimulate disciple-making, or they are creating such plans. 

The Strategic Plan provides a framework for us to intentionally explore the ways we do ministry. Our Plan asks the hard 

questions, such as: 

you all. 

 

cont. on pg. 6 
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OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING  or VOLUNTEERING ABOVE AND BEYOND 

 

 

Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries   

New Day Camps 2013 Fund Raiser—Scholarships for children to attend camp. 

Any amount of donation is gladly accepted. 

 

CASA-Court  Appointed Special Advocates  

Contact the CASA office at 332-1441 or stop by 514 E. 10th St. for more  

information. Application forms are located in the church office also. 

 

Destination Cross Point Camp   

Cross Point’s goal is to add  two 40-bed youth camping dormitories with meeting 

facilities. Build Cross Point Lodge & Retreat Center, remodel and expand the 

tabernacle as the Cross Point Worship & Retreat Training Center, build an  

indoor multipurpose activity center for year-round programming & events,  

expanded programming and staffing for leadership events and camping. More 

information is available in the church office. 
 

 

Ardmore District Mission: McCurdy Schools of Northern New Mexico 

Dates: August 4th thru 10th 2013 

Location: Espanola, New Mexico 

Cost: $350 per person 
 

Work team members will learn about McCurdy’s mission, history, people and its  

contribution to the religious, educational, and cultural life of northern New Mexico. While 

staying in the retreat center and eating in the student cafeteria, one becomes aware of 

the quality of the McCurdy program and needs of the students and faculty. 

Time at McCurdy will be divided among work projects, learning about the mission of the 

church and visiting places of cultural and historic interest. 
 

For more information about McCurdy School: www.mccurdy.org 

Please contact Terry Myer at tnimyer@att,net or 580-504-2565 if 

you are interested or have any questions 
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

July BABIES! 

 

Willena Smith                  7/7 

Bob Horton              7/7 

Barbra Walters               7/16 

Alan Copeland               7/18 

Marki Mask                7/19 

Ivan Rex Wade                  7/20 

Dixie Fleckinger                7/21 

Sharon Weirick                  7/26 

Gaye Jared                         7/26 

Kyle Jones                           7/26 

Temple Diehl                      7/26 

Barbara Whelchel             7/28 

Nancy Vandewalker          7/30 

David Platt                        7/31 

 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

Phil & Karin Nuner           7/14 

Bill & Willena Smith         7/16 

Bob & Darla Inman         7/24 
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Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

 1 2 3 

 

Food Pick-Up  

8:30am 

4 

 

Office Closed 

5 

 

Office Closed 

6 

 

 

7 

 

Hobday-Gordon 

Shower @2pm 

The Source 

8 9 

 

 

 

10 

 

 

 

11 

 

Food Pantry 

9-12pm 

 

 

12 

 

 

13 

 

 

14 

 

 

15 

 

 

 

16 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

17 

 

Food Pick-Up  

8:30am 

 

 

 

 

18 

 

Life Line 

Screening 

 

Food Pantry 

9-12 

 

19 20 

 

 

21 

 

 

 

22 23 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

 

 

 

 

25 

 

Food Pantry 

9-12 

26 27 

28 

 

 

29 

 

30 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

31 

 

 

Food Pick-Up  

8:30am 

 

 

 

 

   



Continued from Bishop’s Corner... 

 

How do we do reach the growing population of young adults who are unchurched and absent from our places of wor-

ship? 

How do we address the concerns of aging congregations and population shifts in our cities and, especially, our rural are-

as? 

How do we extend quality ministry in our current economic climate? 

There are no easy answers. But if we do not plan, if there is no vision, we surely will find ourselves in chaos. 

Here is one measurement of reality in the Oklahoma Conference: Among 523 worshipping communities, we have ap-

proximately 250 with attendance of 50 people or fewer. That’s a sobering statistic. 

Our Strategic Plan is our way forward. Each day I am encouraged by the growing number of churches that offer Confir-

mation classes; by updated statistics that show more people engaged in short-term and long-term mission projects; and 

by the reports of more churches reaching outside their walls and into the communities where they are located, providing 

unique ministries. 

Let us stay the course with our Strategic Plan, and we will accomplish everything we hoped for five years ago. 

My third and final priority is to keep our missions program ranked No. 1 in our denomination. There is no other confer-

ence in the United States that can claim to be in more places, reaching more people. 

It is crucial that we continue this work, especially in impoverished areas where there is so much need. 

One of the four Focus Areas of our denomination is defined as "ministry with the poor." Seen at surface level, you may 

think that title means we United Methodists are to go help others who are disadvantaged and deprived. 

But I see a deeper meaning. 

WE are the ones at a disadvantage and in need -- I am not discounting the very real needs of the poor! -- WE are blessed 

by our experiences WITH the poor. 

Everyone who has participated in a United Methodist mission encounter can affirm what I am saying. So much can be 

learned from those who have little or nothing in the way of material things, but who are rich in matters of the Spirit. Thus 

WE actually become the benefactors of THEIR ministry TO US! 

You will hear of a new United Methodist-related initiative, launching in Oklahoma, called the Kingswood Institute for 

the Study and Practice of Christian Mission. Its focus will be to equip each local church to more effectively serve its 

community and beyond. 

The Kingswood Institute has the capacity to change the shape of each church’s life in mission and ultimately to trans-

form the width and breadth of mission living throughout the denomination. I am so excited for the Oklahoma Conference 

to be moving in this direction! 

Dear sisters and brothers, the time allotted to me for this Episcopal Address is over, but time resets now, more time for 

me to roll up my sleeves and, ALONGSIDE YOU, dig new and deeper fertile fields in Kingdom work. The delight of 

being with the people called Oklahoma United Methodists is as fresh for me in this moment as it was in July 2004 when 

my name was called to serve alongside you. The joy that I declared when I first arrived is still present, and my willing-

ness to give you all of me is what keeps me in love with what I do and in love with each and every one of you.  

May God bless you all. 

There was a Scottish tradesman, a painter called Jack, who was very interested in making a pound where he 
could. So he often would thin down his paint to make it go a wee bit further. As it happened, he got away 
with this for some time. 

Eventually the Presbyterian Church decided to do a big restoration job on one of their biggest churches. Jack put in a 
painting bid and because his price was so competitive, he got the job. And so he set to, with a right good will, erecting 
the trestles and putting up the planks, and buying the paint and...yes, I am sorry to say, thinning it down with the tur-
pentine. 

Well, Jack was up on the scaffolding, painting away, the job nearly done, when suddenly there was a horrendous clap 
of thunder. The sky opened and the rain poured down, washing the thin paint from all over the church and knocking 
Jack fair off the scaffold to land on the lawn. 

Now, Jack was no fool. He knew this was a judgment from the Almighty, so he fell on his knees and cried, 'Oh, God! 
Forgive me! What should I do?' And from the thunder, a mighty Voice spoke, 'Repaint you thinner, And go and thin no 
more!'  
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ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 2342 - 508 WEST 6TH 

ADA, OKLAHOMA 74821 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Church: 580 332-5266 

Parsonage: 580 279-1326 

Pastor:         Temple Diehl 

Administrative Asst. Laura Horner  

Pianist:         Elizabeth Blanchard 

Choir Director:  Micah Hobday 

Nursery Attendants:  Megan Brockhoff  

UCM Director:   Jana Hogg 

Website:   adaasburyumc.com 

E-mail:  asburyada@sbcglobal.net 

 

  

Asbury United Methodist Church 
508 West Sixth 
PO Box 2342 
Ada, OK  74820 
 
Return Service Requested 

 

NON-PROFIT  ORGANIZATION 

PAID 

PERMIT # 278 

ADA, OK.  74820 


