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Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors. July 2016 
 
This past week has been tough on our nation. Apart from the senseless homicides and violent crimes that plague us 
every day; we also experienced two African American’s killed by police officers which resulted in the reprehensible 
violence against the Dallas Police Department. Unfortunately, more violence is expected. As much as I hate to admit 
it, we are becoming a nation divided. We are seeing a rise of division on various social issues, a division on ethical 
standards, a division on moral values, a division on budgetary spending, and even a division on which side of the 
Twix’s candy bar is better.    
 

You may be asking yourself, “When will it end? When will all the world’s madness and hatred be conquered by love?” 
The simple answer to those questions is, “It won’t.” At least not as some people might wish. 
 

Various Hollywood movies, fictional adult and children’s stories, and even modern day politicians would like for us to 
believe that a utopia society can exist. A society with all our needs covered, all our desires are met, and a society 
where all the crime, hatred, and violence are removed from everyday life. In such cases every person’s quality of life 
drastically improves and the people have very few worries. 
 

There is only one problem with such a society; each of these scenarios tends to quietly sweep under the rug that 
three letter word, SIN. God’s original design provided an Eden so that humanity could thrive in constant 
companionship with Him. Yet, as we know the desire “to be like God” was too much for Adam and Eve to resist and 
that first display of disobedience forever tainted this world.  
 

The first biblical recording of bloodshed is brother against brother. The story of Cain and Abel (Adam and Eve’s sons) 
details Cain’s jealousy over God accepting Abel’s offering. The result is Cain killing his brother. From that moment on 
this world has seen hostility among families, tribes, towns, and nations.  
 

I would like to say that all animosity and hatred ended when Jesus came. In fact, wasn’t he called the “Prince of 
Peace” by Isaiah who also said, “of His Kingdom there shall be no end.” While Jesus did reveal to us the path to 
possess a heart for peace, compassion, and mercy, sadly enough most of this world has yet to understand that 
message.  What we are seeing is a modern day version of Romans 1:28-31, “Just as they did not think it worthwhile to 
retain the knowledge of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be done. 
They have become filled with every kind of wickedness, evil, greed and depravity. They are full of envy, murder, strife, 
deceit and malice. They are gossips, slanderers, God-haters, insolent, arrogant and boastful; they invent ways of doing 
evil; they disobey their parents; they have no understanding, no fidelity, no love, no mercy.” Sound familiar? 
 

The book of Revelation tells us that things will only get worse (a time of tribulation) before they get better (the New 
Heaven and New Earth). As Christians we need to strengthen our faith and trust in God’s providential care over our 
lives for all the world to see. Because I believe the world needs to see that our witness out shines the hatred 
displayed these past few weeks. The world needs to see the hope we have in the goodness that Christ brings to the 
repentive heart. The world needs to see how one act of love can overcome an act of hate. The world needs to see 
how there may never be a man-made utopia society, but that there is a perfect Kingdom that awaits for those believe. 
 
The only way for the world to see these things is for us to show them through our lives. 
 
In Christ,  
Pastor Travis 

                        

 

    
  

Asbury UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
508 W. 6th St.  (PO Box 2342), Ada, OK 74820 

 

580-332-5266     asburyada@sbcglobla.net 
www.adaasburyumc.com & LIKE US on Facebook as Ada Asbury UMC 

 

Pastor Travis Muse    Administrative Assistant Whitney Clifton 
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WEEKLY HAPPENINGS 
Sunday  Sunday School 9:00 a.m. 

  Worship Services 10:30 a.m.  

     

***************************************** 

 Happenings 
July 
          4th Independence Day 
 5th Lunch Bunch @ noon 
 6th Pick up sack food for food pantry 
 6th Life line screening 
 7th Distribute food for food pantry 
 11th Sister’s hand & hand @ H2O @ 6 p.m. 
 20th Pick up sack food for food pantry 
 21st Distribute food for food pantry  
 24th Potluck dinner 
 24th Christmas in July! 
 25th VBS @ First UMC starts 

 

Thank You!!!!! 
Ryan & I just wanted to say thank you. The support 
you’ve given us over the past four years has been 
tremendous. You have all helped me grow as a 
musician & into adulthood during my final college 
years, and then through the first years of my 
marriage. Thank you for your generous gifts 
throughout the years & on our final send off. And 
finally, thank you for the opportunity to worship 
with you. You have all been so wonderful to us. God 
bless you! Love, Ryan & Elizabeth Odom 
 

Christmas in July 
Yes, you read that right. We want to celebrate 
Christmas in July, but instead of us receiving gifts we 
want to share some with others.  We are collecting 
various men’s toiletries to give to the SOAR 
program.  Every month SOAR receives new men who 
are without some basic hygiene accessories.    We 
will collect soap, shampoo, toothpaste, 
toothbrushes, shaving cream, combs, and other 
essential toiletries on Sunday, July 24th.   
 
You will also not want to miss this service because 
the SOAR Guys will help with various parts of the 
service, including a few testimonies.  Be sure to 
invite someone to attend with you. 
 

Don’t miss church this 
Sunday. 

Pastor Travis will continue his message on the future of 
our church. There will also be a joyous celebration as we 
plan two baptisms at the end of the service. You will not 
want to miss them. 
 
 

Potluck Dinner, July 24th 
Our monthly potluck dinner will be July 24th.  This 
will be a special time at church because we will 
celebrate Christmas in July and also the SOAR guys 
will help be part of the service.  Please bring a dish 
or two to share as we know there will be lots of 
visitors with us.   
 
 

Food Pantry Donations 
Our Food Pantry continues to serve those in need 
twice a month.  We could not maintain this program 
without the physical support of many people, 
including the SOAR guys.  We also could not serve as 
many people without the generosity of our 
members and regular contributors.  We are 
currently running tight on cash flow, if you would 
like to make a special contribution to the Food 
Pantry, please mark your check “Food Pantry” or 
place it in an offering envelop and designate it Food 
Pantry.   
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July Birthdays 

 Wiliena Smith  7th  
 Bob Horton   7th       
 Barbara Walters  16th  
 Alan Copeland  18th  
 Sharon Weirick      26th   

Gaye Jared   26th  
Kyle Jones   26th  
Kathy Krebbs  28th  
Nancy Vandewalker 30th  
David Platt   31st  
 

 
July 

Bob & Darla Inman    24th   
Roy & Aggie Allen      29th  

 

 
Lattie Jones J.E. & Barbara Quinton 
Men @ SOAR David & Markie Mask 
Robert Scott  Allene Cobb 
Antron & Christina (Expecting a baby) 
Ryan & Elizabeth (Expecting a baby) 
Faye Salem (Ginny Muse’s Aunt) 
Madeline Hargrade (Cindy Keefer’s mother) 
Burl Webb 
Ellen Faye Burris (Whitney’s grandmother) 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jurisdictional Conference, July 13-16 
Within days, the Oklahoma Conference of United Methodist Church will know the name of our 
new bishop.  Our current bishop, Dr. Robert Hayes Jr., has guide the Oklahoma Conference these 
past 12 years.  He will retire at the end of July and a new bishop will take his place.   
 

An elected group of Oklahoma laity and clergy delegates will travel to Wichita, Kansas to 
participate in the Southcentral Jurisdictional Conference.  These delegates will hear ministry 
reports, determine the Jurisdictional budget, and also select three people to become bishops.  
You can follow the conference agenda at http://www.scjumc.org. 
 

The election process can last several days as there are a number of candidates.  Unlike simple 
majority elections like our government, those candidates elected bishop must receive 60% of the 
votes on any one ballot.  In theory three people could be elected the first ballot, but that seldom 
happens.  Once the three bishops are elected the conference delegations will go through a 
process to assign the bishops to an Episcopal Area (ours being the entire state of Oklahoma).   
 

Please be in prayer as our delegate vote for the new episcopal leadership.  Pray that God’s Spirit 
of discernment will help direct their thoughts and decision making during the conference.  Also, 
pray that the person who will become our next bishop is a spirit-filled person of God that seeks 
to strengthen the local church through strong biblical values.   

 

http://www.sacredheart-fairfield.org/what-s-happening
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