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Church Office 
9.00-12.00pm (Mon - Thurs) 

Phone 
332.5266 

Email 
asburyada@sbcglobal.net 

Website 
www.adaasburyucm.com 

Sunday Schedule 
Sunday School 9.30am 

Morning Worship 10.30am Random Facts about Christmas 

The Germans made the first artificial Christmas trees out of 
dyed goose feathers. 

All the gifts in the Twelve Days of Christmas would equal 364 
gifts. 

The traditional three colors of Christmas are green, red, and 
gold. Green has long been a symbol of life and rebirth; red 
symbolizes the blood of Christ, and gold represents light as 
well as wealth and royalty. 

In Poland, spiders or spider webs are common Christmas trees 
decorations because according to legend, a spider wove a 
blanket for Baby Jesus. In fact, Polish people consider spiders 
to be symbols of goodness and prosperity at Christmas.  

Christmas wasn’t declared an official holiday in the United 
States until June 26, 1870. Oklahoma was the last U.S. state to 
declare Christmas a legal holiday, in 1907.  

In North America, children put stockings out at Christmas time. 
Their Dutch counterparts use shoes.  

Dawn 

Darkness give way to dawns early 
light 

Sending fingers of brightness into 
the light 

Waking all creatures to another 
good day. 

Thank you, dear God, You show us 
the way 

To be like the birds trusting in You 

Knowing that darkness will surely 
turn to blue. 

The breezes whisper and leaves 
dance for me. 

Dawn is just waking on land or on 
sea. 

 

By Ruth Timmons 



Book Nook 

The Greatest Gift: 
Unwrapping the 

Full Love Story of 
Christmas 

by 

Ann Voskamp 

Blessing! 
Within the last few years my family and I have started 
a new family tradition during the holiday season. The 
last couple years we have baked all sorts of things 
(household of all girls), and cooked up some pretty 
fantastic goodies to take to the fire houses in my 
parents’ home town.  These men, who don’t get to take 
off a couple days for the Christmas holiday, who 
instead, put their life on the line to keep us safe, are 
always awestruck and so thankful for the goodies that 
we bring (I guess men don’t bake).  Acts 20:35 “It is 
better to give than receive.” And what a great feeling 
to show kindness to these men, and knowing we can 
be a blessing to them. 
    Blessings,  
                

What great book have you read recently? 

If you have something you 

would like to be included in 

the next newsletter please call 

or email the office and we will 

make note for next month! 

Laura 



Pastor’s Corner:  Rev. Temple Diehl 

He who testifies to these things says, “Yes, I am coming soon.”  
Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. Come. 

The grace of the Lord Jesus be with God’s people. Amen. 
Revelation 22:20,21 

December is a time of beginnings and endings. As the 
year is wrapped up, we are anticipating the birth of 
the Christ child anew in our hearts and lives. As the 
days grow shorter and darker, we light candles and 

bring the light of Christ into the world. As we end 2013, 
we have a while new year to do all the things we were 
going to this year. What if we covenanted together for 

2014 to pray daily for each other and the church? 
What if we agreed to spend more time in Bible Study 
and fellowship? What if we agreed to invite people to 

our services? What if we committed to be in worship 52 
Sundays in 2014? What if we decided to witness to 5 

different people a week? What if we looked at our 
finances and decided to give more of our blessings to 

God? 

I pray that if each of us did these things in 2014 would 
be out best year yet! I pray that God will touch your 

heart in these areas and that each of you will grow in 
your faith and discipleship as we enter 2014.  

Come, Lord Jesus, Come. 

See YOU Sunday, 

Temple 

Beloved, 





Bishop’s Corner: Bishop Robert Hayes Jr. 

The Attitude of Gratitude 
 

"Bless the Lord, O my soul; and all that is within me, bless His holy name. Bless 

the Lord, O my soul, and forget not all his benefits." (Psalm 103:1-2, KJV) 

We again are in the season of Thanksgiving. The displays in retail stores tell you 

that businesses again have skipped over this time of remembered blessings. 

Merchants have ushered in Christmas without giving thought to what the fourth 

Thursday of November means. Some major retailers even have decided to open 

their doors to shoppers for the first time ever on Thanksgiving Day! Need I ask in 

what direction we are headed with this kind of thinking? 

If Thanksgiving is going to have any meaning in this culture of diminishing 

appreciation, we must acquire the attitude of gratitude. 

We must come to recognize that every blessing is a gift from God, it requires a 

response, and how we respond to God’s gifts will shape our attitude. 

Unfortunately, some people think they simply can wait until this one day to 

express their thanks to God. 

In the 17th century, the religious poet George Herbert wrote: "O Lord, thou hast 

given us much; give us this one thing more, a grateful heart." 

Thanksgiving is more than a holiday declared by Congress in 1941. It is more than 

sentiment. It goes much deeper than reminiscing. 

In purest form, true gratitude is the relationship between you and God. 

Genuine thanksgiving is voluntary; no one can force anyone else to be grateful. It 

is neither one of the 10 Commandments, nor a mandatory law in any state. It is 

an elective in the great school of life. 

Continued on following page 



Continued from Bishop’s corner on previous page 

But living with gratitude is intentional. 

The Psalmist knew this. The passionate words of the 103rd Psalm convey to us that something mighty is 

happening in his life. He struggles with language to fully express how he feels to know he is redeemed! 

From deep within his being, he cries out to his soul to remember all God’s benefits! As he looks around, 

seeing that God has supplied all things needed, his praise and joy bubble to the surface. 

When you get to a place where your thanksgiving exceeds expressions of appreciation or courtesy, then 

you are halfway toward achieving the attitude of gratitude. Fulfillment comes when you can rejoice in 

all circumstances — even when life isn’t going well. 

The great failure in this season is our reluctance to bring into our thanksgiving the brokenness and pain 

that also are part of our journeys. When we gather around our Thanksgiving tables, what do we do with 

those things that cause us to despair? Do we leave them outside the door? 

In his letter to the church at Philippi, the Apostle Paul says that, in everything, we should give thanks. 

For myself, it’s not so easy to do that this Thanksgiving. I’ll tell you why. 

On Sunday, May 19, as I prepared to go to church, my phone rang at a most unusual time. A family 

member was calling. My sister, unable to breathe, had been rushed to a hospital. I was told paramedics 

were attempting to revive her and that I would receive another call as soon as they arrived at the emer-

gency room. 

Minutes seemed like hours and, as I waited, I prayed out loud to God to spare her life. The second call 

came; my sister had been pronounced dead on arrival at the hospital. 

Less than 24 hours later, one of the most devastating tornadoes to touch down in Oklahoma cut a long 

path through the state’s center. More deadly tornadoes hit the metropolitan area as May ended. Thou-

sands of families were displaced, hundreds of people suffered injuries, and two dozen lost their lives. 

For the storm survivors and for me, the first Thanksgiving approaches since the tragedies of that month. 

How do we approach this time of remembered blessings? Do we try to put what occurred out of our 

minds and move on with our celebrations? Or do we acknowledge God’s presence in the midst of it? 

How can we live in the attitude of gratitude? 

The only way I can answer is by telling you this: 

In the wake of my sister’s death and in the aftermath of the destruction in Oklahoma, I have witnessed 

God’s grace, solace, healing, strength, and peace in so many, many ways. God has shown me that God 

shines light even in the darkest moments, gifting us with hope and the sacred promise that we are not 

alone. 

For that, I am so thankful. 



 
 

    

Ada Area News 

Communion Service 
Tuesday December 24th from 6-8pm 

 

Please come to spend time in prayer to 

celebrate the birth of Jesus. When you 

are ready, come down to the alter to be 

served communion.  

Specials Christmas Services In Ada 

Ada Township is hosting a Christmas Parade, the parade with line up at 10:30 Ada Drive/Thornapple Shopping Center  and 

end at fire station #1 

 December 4 @ 11am 

Trinity Baptist is hosting their Annual Jesus Day 5k, the race will begin at Kerr Dome 

 December 7 @ 7am 

Mr. Witherspoons Gift: A children's Christmas Musical Program hosted by First United Methodist Church  

 December 14th @ 6pm 

Ada First Baptist is hosting their annual Christmas Program and Hand bells concert 

 December 15th @ 10:30 am 

Trinity Baptist Church is hosting a special Advent Service  

 December 22 @ 10:45am 
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Communion 
Service 
Christmas Eve 
Offices Closed  

 

 

New Years Eve 

Offices Closed 

 

Food Pick Up 
Happy Elders  
@ 12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Choir 

 

Food Pick Up 

No Choir 

18 

 

 

Christmas Day  

Offices Closed  

 

 

 

Spaghetti  

Spectacular 

@ 11:30 & 4:30 

Food Pantry 
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Pot Luck 

Breakfast  

Cantata  
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Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

  

26  

 

 

No Food Pantry 

6 

12 14  

 

Food Pantry 

 

 

3 4 1 2 5 



Birthdays &  
       Anniversaries 

 

 

 

James & Laura Smith 

        12/25 

Lattie & Ethel Jones 

        12/29 

Happy Birthday! 

James Quaid 12/4 

Dean Stephens 12/13 

Lattie Jones 12/17 

Jeff Jared 12/17 

Paul Keefer 12/19 

 

Happy Anniversary! 

If we missed your birthday or anniversary we apologize and wish you the happiest of days! Please contact our 

offices so we can make sure to include you in the announcements the next time. 



December is…. 
Pearl Harbor Day: 
December 7th 
Pearl Harbor Day, commemorates the Japanese attack on the U.S. Naval base at Pearl 
Harbor. The attack began at dawn December 7, 1941. It crippled the U.S. Pacific Fleet, 
and caused the U.S. to enter World War II.  

Bill of Rights Day: 
December 15th 
On March 4, 1789, the Constitution of the United States of America was ratified by the (former)
13 colonies, and went into effect. On September 25, 1789, the First Congress of the United 
States proposed to the state legislatures 12 amendments to the Constitution. 10 of these 
amendments were added to the Constitution on December 15, 1791. 

Festival Of Enormous Changes At The Last  
 Minute: 
December 30th 
Spend the whole day making major positive life changes 

Safe Toys and Gifts Awareness Month: 
Prevent Blindness America has declared December as Safe Toys and Gifts Awareness 
Month.  The group encourages everyone to consider if the toys they wish to give suits the age 
and individual skills and abilities of the individual child who will receive it, especially for infants 
and children under age three.  


