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                Open hearts. Open minds. Open doors.                            February/March 2015

Let’s Start Something

ASbURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
508 W. 6th St.  (PO Box 2342)

Ada, OK 74820
580-332-5266     asburyada@sbcglobla.net

www.adaasburyumc.com               & LIKE US on Facebook as Ada Asbury UMC

PPaassttoorr Linda Lusnia AAddmmiinniissttrraattiivvee AAssssiissttaanntt Whitney Clifton

PPlleeaassee jjooiinn mmee ssaavviinngg aa ccooiinn aa ddaayy ffoorr LLeenntt!!

In a sacrificial gesture for the 40 days of Lent, I will be putting a coin a day in a jar to be dedicated 
to the Mission of our apportionments on Easter morning and I invite you to join me in this effort.    
This Lenten observance will serve as a symbol of our commitment to our mission and ministry as 
United Methodists and as members of Asbury UMC.  
To join me all you have to do is find a bowl or jar or even a ziploc bag, and each day place a coin of 
any denomination in it.  Set this on your table or dresser or some other prominent place to help you 
remember to do this each day.  You can accompany this with a prayer for our church if you like.  At 
twenty five cents a day, after 40 days you will have $10 to donate towards our apportionments.  
Now this may not sound like much but this is where our connectionalism as United Methodists 
comes in to play.  Let me illustrate this with a story.
Every year for the past 50 + years, the firemen of Oklahoma City have a fundraiser called “Fill the 
Boot” to benefit the Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA).  The firemen stand on busy street 
corners, with their boots in hand, accepting donations to this cause.  Drivers put coins and 
occasional bills in the boots to help this worthy cause. I have even dropped a coin or two in the boot 
during this campaign, and you may have too.  
Now of course you would think that this would raise a little money for this cause, but let me tell you 
that last year the Fill the Boot campaign in Oklahoma City raised $323,000.  Yes, you read that 
right … $323,000!  All this from collecting spare change from passerby’s on the street.
That is the miracle of people coming together and each taking their little bit and combining it with 
other people’s little bit and accomplishing something phenomenal. 
Now while I do not think that we will raise $323,000 in our Lenten coins, when we come together 
with a purpose and are dedicating ourselves and our sacrifice to God’s glory, we too will find that 
phenomenal, miraculous things will come to pass for us and for our church.
Blessings!Linda

http://www.adaasburyumc.com
mailto:asburyada@sbcglobla.net
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WEEKLY HAPPENINGS
Sunday Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Sunday            Worship Services 10:30 a.m.
Tuesday WAY 6 p.m. 
Wednesday      Choir 6 p.m.  
*****************************************

HAPPENINGS
February
              3rd  WAY

4TH Choir 6pm
5th Food Pantry 
8th Valentines Dinner & Bingo 5pm
10th WAY
11th Choir 6pm 
11TH Happy Elders
17th WAY 
19th Food Pantry 
24th WAY 6pm
25th Choir 6pm 

March
3rd WAY 6pm
4th Choir 6pm
5th Food Pantry
10th Happy Elders 12pm
10th WAY 6pm
11th Choir 6pm
17th WAY 6pm
18th Choir 6pm
19th Food Pantry
24th WAY 6pm
25th Choir 6pm
29th Easter Breakfast
31st WAY 6pm

February Birthdays
Bill Smith 2nd

Judy Quaid 18th 

Sam Gurley 19th 

Evan Keefer 21st 

David Walters 25th 

March Birthdays

Doug Weirick 3rd

Rob Helleland 11th

Bernita Horton 20th

Dj Davis 22nd

Laurin Patton 24th

Sandra Haney 28th

March 

Laurin & Virginia Patton 14th

David & Barbara Walters 15th

Happy Valentine’s Day
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Men @ SOAR
Forest Weirick Family
Anne Blanchard
Micah Gordon
Linda Wilson Family
Lindsay Kessinger
Linda Roberts
Bud Sanders
David Harris

Top Ten List: THINGS YOU CAN TRY FOR 
THE LENTEN SEASON
Lent begins February 18th and lasts for forty 
days.  Here are some ideas for your 
Lenten season.
10. Try an electronic fast. Give up TV or some 
specific show you normally watch; fast from texting, 
e-mail and all things electronic for one day every 
week; give up Facebook for lent.  Use the time to 
read & pray.
9. Start a prayer rhythm. Say a prayer every time you 
brush your teeth, hear an ambulance, or check your e-
mail. Before you text someone, pray for them.
8. Read one chapter in the Bible each day. 
(Matthew's a good book to start with. Psalms, too.) 
OR join our READ THE GOSPEL in 40 DAYS 
plan!  Directions available in the office.  
7. Save a coin a day for a good cause.  Place a coin 
each day in a ziploc bag or jar and bring to church 
Easter to go towards the Asbury Apportionments.  
6. Give up soft drinks, fast food, tea or coffee. Give 
the money you save to help pay our apportionments 
or for someone in crisis.
5. Create a daily quiet time. Spend 15 or 30 minutes 
a day in silence and prayer.
4. Cultivate a life of gratitude. Write someone a 
thank you letter each week and be aware of how 
many people have helped you along the way.
3. Be kind to someone each day. Find some kind act 
to do such as calling or visiting a shut in, bringing 
cookies to someone, helping someone with yard 
work, or ?? 
2. Pray for others you see as you walk to and from 
parking lot of stores etc., or as drive to and from 
places.

1. Volunteer one hour or more each week with a 
local shelter or food pantry, elementary school, 
nursing home, prison ministry or local project.

Ash Wednesday (February 18)

The first day of the Season of Lent – a somber 
day of reflecting on what needs to change in our 
lives if we ae to be fully Christian. An ancient 
practice of placing ashes on worshippers’ heads 
or foreheads is still a sign of our humility before 
God. This not only prefigures the mourning at 
the death of Jesus, but also places us in a 
position to realize the consequences of sin.  

Understanding Extravagant Generosity
When John Wesley wrote, “Do all the 
good you can, in all the places you 
can…” I believe he was saying if we are 
truly followers of Jesus Christ, we make 
the presence of our risen Lord known in 
those places where goodwill and 
compassion make a difference. 
To that end, for over 200 years, 
Methodists have distinguished 
themselves as benevolent people, 
reaching out to others in need.
This generosity is known as our 
apportionment giving, and every year 
churches throughout this annual 
conference share their resources to 
make a difference in the lives of men, 
women, and children in our state and 
around the world.
Eighty percent of what you give stays in 
Oklahoma to support and underwrites 
vital ministries that transform lives and 
make disciples of Jesus Christ! 
Because of our generosity, we build new 
churches, strengthen existing 
congregations, provide camping 
opportunities for all ages, minister to the 
incarcerated and their families, continue 
our outstanding children and youth 
program through Circle of Care, help 
educate the next generation of students 
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at our United Methodist institutions—
Oklahoma City University and St. Paul 
School of Theology.
Every year Oklahoma Conference pays 
approximately 95% of what is required to 
sustain these ministries. What that tells 
me is the people known as United 
Methodists in Oklahoma understand what 
extravagant generosity means, and 
because God has blessed us, we bless 
others, in all the places we can, for as 
long as we can.
As you read about ministries you support 
through your “portion meant for others,” 
be inspired knowing your church’s reach 
is well beyond where you worship.
Thank you for all you do to enhance 
God’s kingdom as reach those in need.
Your servant in Christ,
Bishop Robert E. Hayes Jr.
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