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Asbury UMC 

 

Asbury Food Pantry 

Hours 9am-12pm 

2nd & 4th Wednesday  

of the month 

All donations are welcome! 

Our food is ordered bimonthly 

from The Oklahoma Food Bank. 

We help 45-50 families per month. 

 

2nd Helpings 

Sunday evening service  

Every 2nd Sunday 

 6pm 

Starting in January  

 Happy Elders  

Monthly Luncheon 

December 5, 2012 

12:15 pm 

Come & bring your  

favorite dish! 

(and your favorite food too) 

 

BREAKFAST POTLUCK  

SUNDAY!  

December 16,  2012 

9am-Breakfast 

Come join us for  

worship, fellowship & food! 

If you can, bring a covered dish 

and share! 

All are welcome to join us for  

Good food and Good fellowship! 

Life Line Screening 

December 6, 2012 

9am-4pm 

Must Pre-Register! 

$10 discount on cost of screening package 

for Asbury members and their families  

Spaghetti Spectacular  December 6, 2012   UCM Fundraiser 

           At FUMC  11-1pm & 4:30-6:30pm 

       $6 adults, $3 children 



PASTOR’S CORNER ,  Pastor Temple Diehl 
 

Why Go To Church? 

A church goer wrote a letter to the editor of the newspaper and complained that it made no sense to go to 

church every Sunday. “ I have gone for 30 years now,” he wrote, “and in that time, I have heard something 

like 3,000 sermons. But of the life of me, I cannot remember a single one of them. So I think I am wasting 

my time and the pastors are wasting theirs by giving sermons at all.” 

This started a real controversy in the “Letter to the Editor” column, much to the delight of the editor. It went 

on for weeks until someone wrote this clincher: “ I have been married for 30 years now. In that time my wife 

has cooked some 32,000 meals. But for the life of me, I cannot recall the entire menu for a single one of 

those meals. But I do know this: They all nourished me and gave me the strength  I needed to do my work. If 

my wife had not given me these meals, I would be physically dead today. Likewise, if I had not gone to 

church for nourishment, I would be spiritually dead today!” 

 With that article fresh in your mind, I invite you to attend the new evening service we will be starting 

in January of 2013. We are going to call it “Second Helpings”. It will be on the second Sunday of each month 

and begin at 6:00 p.m. We pray that this will be a time of more informal gathering, singing, testimony, and 

fellowship together in the presence of God. It is my prayer that as we say “good bye” to 2012 and “hello” to 

2013 that you are even hungrier for God and his love. I pray that this new year will bring about a full plate of 

worship, an eagerness to try new bites of faith, a desire for a “Second Helping” of worship, and I guarantee 

that there will be room for dessert-a sweet dollop of God’s abundant love. I believe that great things are go-

ing to happen in the New Year and we need to be well fed, prayed up, and ready to go when God calls. Will 

you pray with me that this new year and this new service will bless us, welcome in those who are hungry for 

God and remind us that our tables overflow with God’s abundance and provision? Hear our prayer O Lord, 

and Let It Be So! Put it on your calendars for January 13th and come in for a “Second Helping” of worship, 

fellowship, and blessings!  

Much Love, 

Temple  

Book Nook 

   If you’re looking for a book to feed your spirit  

    here’s a recommended book: 

         “The Hole in our Gospel:  

    What Does God Expect of Us?” 

     By Richard Stearns 

What great books have you read lately?  

Please share your recommendations. 



Bishop’s Corner: 

Time will tell 

"The kingdom of heaven is like a man who sowed good seed in his field. But while everyone was 
sleeping, his enemy came and sowed weeds among the wheat, and went away. But when the 
wheat sprouted and formed heads, then the weeds also appeared. The servants asked the own-
er, ‘Do you want us to go and pull them up?’ ‘No,’ said the owner. Let both grow together until 
the harvest.’" — Matthew 13: 24-25; 28, 30 (NIV) 

By Bishop Robert Hayes Jr. 

The master said no when his servants wanted to pull the weeds sown by an enemy in the mas-
ter’s field, weeds growing intermingled with the good crop. 

How he responded to the servants’ question deserves attention. The master knew the weeds at 
that stage would look exactly like the wheat. He said, "Let the wheat and the weeds grow to-
gether until harvest." He knew time would eventually distinguish the wheat from the weeds.  

Time. Time will tell. 

Just as we know that time eventually revealed the difference between the wheat and weeds, 
we also must understand that time works the same way on a human soul. Eventually, your inner 
self will surface. Time will expose who you are, your passions and loyalties, the real you. 

American poet Henry Wadsworth Longfellow wrote this memorable quote on time: "What is 
time? The shadow on the dial, the striking of the clock, the running of the sand, day and night, 
summer and winter, months, years, centuries — these are but the arbitrary and outward signs, 
the measure of time, not time itself. Time is the life of the soul." 

One lesson in the Gospel parable is that time sifts men and women like wheat. Whatever mo-
tives govern and dominate your life will, over time, come to the surface; that is an inescapable 
fact.  

Likewise, time helps you grow into deeper knowledge of yourself. And if your purpose for living 
is not honorable (much like those weeds), then time also gives you the opportunity to change. 

The Scriptures are ripe with stories of people filled with contempt and hatred, who lived alien-
ated from God. One such person was Saul, the Pharisee who held the coats of the men who 
stoned Stephen, the first Christian martyr. Saul was the enemy of the early church, sowing 
weeds among the followers of Jesus. 

How could someone so filled with animosity toward Christ ever change? 

But he was changed. As Saul made his way to Damascus one day, planning to arrest Christians 
who had been converted to the Way, a brilliant light from heaven blinded him, knocking him 
from his horse to the ground. The voice of Jesus asked him, "Why are you persecuting me?" Je-
sus gave Saul instructions to go into the city, where he was helped by one of the very disciples 
he was pursuing. (Acts 9)  

His name was changed to Paul, and in time he became the most vocal proponent of the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ!  

In our time, Paul’s stirring written words still inspire us: 

"If I speak in the tongues of men and angels and have not love…"  

"All things work together for the good to them that love God…"  

"If Christ is for us, who can be against us?" 

Time tells all. Perilous enterprises, circumstances, and unseen events sort and sift us out. And 
just like Paul, God gives us opportunities to change before the harvest comes.  

It is time to make the most of the unique gift that is your life. 

You can bundle up the weeds that choke you from doing what God would have you do. Throw 
them into the past.  

Take advantage of the time you have to make the most of each day, striving earnestly to live a 
God-focused and Christ-centered life! 

Before his conversion, Saint Augustine was one of the most notorious men of his time, accord-
ing to reports. His early life was dominated by numerous affairs and openly cynical displays to-
ward the world. One story describes the day a former mistress spotted him walking down the 
street. He also saw her, but he was too embarrassed to confess his conversion. He ran in another 
direction! 

But the woman ran after him, shouting, "Francis, Francis, it is I! It is I!" 

After a brief race, Francis stopped, turned, and faced her. His simple response to her was, 
"Yes, I know it is you, but it is not I." 

His life had been totally transformed.  

You have the capacity within you to change if you truly want. You don’t have to wait until har-
vest time because, if you do, it might be too late.  

Do it now! Do it today before you run out of time. 



OPPORTUNITIES FOR GIVING  or VOLUNTEERING ABOVE AND BEYOND 

 

Criminal Justice and Mercy Ministries   

New Day Camps 2012 Fund Raiser—Scholarships for children to attend camp. 

Any amount of donation is gladly accepted. 

 

CASA-Court  Appointed Special Advocates  

Contact the CASA office at 332-1441 or stop by 514 E. 10th St. for more infor-

mation. Application forms are located in the church office also. 

 

Destination Cross Point Camp   

Cross Point’s goal is to add  two 40-bed youth camping dormitories with meeting 

facilities. Build Cross Point Lodge & Retreat Center, remodel and expand the 

tabernacle as the Cross Point Worship & Retreat Training Center, build an in-

door multipurpose activity center for year-round programming & events, ex-

panded programming and staffing for leadership events and camping. More in-

formation is available in the church office. 
 

Spaghetti Spectacular 

UCM Fundraiser at FUMC  

December 6, 2012 

11-1pm & 4:30-6:30pm 

$6 adults, $3 children 

Please come enjoy some spaghetti and support the UCM 



 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

DECEMBER BABIES! 

 

James Quaid  12/4 

Johna Stringer  12/4 

Dean Stephens  12/13 

Lattie Jones   12/17 

Jeff Jared    12/17 

Paul Keefer   12/19 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY 

 

Eddy & Merle Ballard  12/22 

James & Laura Smith  12/25 

Lattie & Ethel Jones  12/29 

 
 
 
 
 
 

We are in the process of updating our information for birthdays & anniversaries.  
Please call the office and let us know if yours was missed or incorrect.  

If we missed yours, we wish you a Happy Birthday or Happy Anniversary! 



Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

 

2 

 

“Bad Girls of 

the Bible” 

Bible Study w/

Temple  2pm 

3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Vision Meeting 

6pm 

4 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The WAY 

6:15pm 

5 

Happy Elders 

12:15pm 

 

 

Pick up Food 

order 9am 

 

Choir 6pm 

6 

Life Line 

Screening 9am-

4pm 

 

Spaghetti 

Spectacular @ 

FUMC  11am-

1pm, 4:30-

6:30pm 

7 8 

Baby Shower 

for Jackson 

Alan 2pm 

9 

 

“Bad Girls of 

the Bible” 

Bible Study w/

Temple  2pm 

10 11 

 

 

 

 

The WAY 

6:15pm 

12 

Food Pantry 

9-noon 

 

 

 

Choir 6pm  

13 14 15 

16 

Breakfast 

Potluck & 

Cantata 

 

“Bad Girls of 

the Bible” 

Bible Study w/

Temple  2pm 

17 

 

18 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

WAY 6:15pm 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Choir 

20 

 

21 

 

22 

 

23 

 

“Bad Girls of 

the Bible” 

Bible Study w/

Temple  2pm 

24 

Christmas Eve 

 

Offices Closed 

 

Christmas Eve 

Service 6pm 

25 

Christmas Day 

 

Offices Closed 

 

 

 

No WAY 

26 

 

 

Offices Closed 

 

 

 

No Choir 

27 

 

 

Offices Closed 

28 

 

 

 

29 

30 

 

5th Sunday 

Singing 

31 

 

Offices Closed 

     

December, 2012 



 

Following God’s Call 

                 

 Following God’s call in our lives does not necessarily mean doing really huge and awe-

somely big things.  Sometimes it means just being in the right place at the right time.  Recently 

we started this thing at UCM called Muffin Monday Madness where we go out and you 

guessed it, give out muffins.  It’s become a thing on campus.  One morning our intern called 

me at 6am to tell me she was sick and worried about the muffins getting everyone else sick.  I 

told her that it would be ok and I bought doughnuts for those hungry souls that needed a morn-

ing sugar buzz.  I kid you not I stood out there for all of 2 minutes with my doughnuts and got 

asked “where’s the muffin girl?”  You see, something as little as giving out a muffin can have 

a profound impact on people.  Why?  Because most people are skeptical if you want to do 

something nice for them.  We live in a world where we are told from very early on that we 

should be able to do life on our own and not need anything from anyone.  But ultimately that is 

not the way that God wired us.  We are created to live in communion with God and with each 

other.  We started this Muffin Monday Madness as a way to reach out to people through a very 

simple and kind act.  What we’ve found is that by us providing something that is very easy and 

simple, we are impacting people deeply.   What’s great is that we know that it is not us, our 

recipes, or ultimately our muffins that are changing people, but rather it is the love of God that 

people are receiving each time they reach out and accept one of our tasty treats.  You never 

know how following God’s will brings about change, but I promise you that if you try, even in 

the smallest of ways, God can use it to do big things.  

 

Kel Penny 

Director of United Campus Ministry 

at East Central University  



ASBURY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 

P.O. BOX 2342 - 508 WEST 6TH 

ADA, OKLAHOMA 74821 

 

Sunday Morning Schedule 

Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.-10:15 a.m. 

Morning Worship: 10:30 a.m. 

Church: 580 332-5266 

Parsonage: 580 279-1326 

Pastor:         Temple Diehl 

Administrative Asst. Angel Davis  

Pianist:         Elizabeth Blanchard 

Nursery Attendants:  Megan Brockhoff  

UCM Director:   Kel Penny 

Website:   adaasburyumc.com 

E-mail:  asburyada@sbcglobal.net 
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