
What We Believe  
& 

Why We Believe it 

Church Covenant 



Church Covenant 

Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, 

to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and, 

on the profession of our faith, having been baptized 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God 

and this assembly most solemnly and joyfully enter 

into covenant with one another as one body in 

Christ. 



Church Covenant 
We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit 

to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the 

advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness 

and comfort; to promote its prosperity and 

spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, 

discipline and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and 

regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses 

of the church, the relief of the poor and the spread of 

the gospel throughout all nations. 



Church Covenant 
We also engage to maintain family and secret 

devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek 

the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to 

walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our 

dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary 

in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, 

and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale of, and 

use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating drinks as a 

beverage; to shun pornography, to be zealous in our 

efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior. 



Church Covenant 

We further engage to watch over one another in 

brotherly love; to remember one another in prayer; to 

aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate 

Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy 

in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always 

ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of 

our Savior to secure it without delay. 



Church Covenant 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this 

place we will, as soon as possible, unite with some 

other church where we can carry out the spirit of this 

covenant and the principles of God's Word. 
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Origin of Covenant:  June 24, 1830 began with 

a 3-person committee (N.W. Williams, William 

Taylor, I. Pearson); revisions completed in Oct. 

1832; J. Newton Brown, D.D. published the 

Declaration of Faith & Covenant under the title 

of “New Hampshire Confession of Faith and a 

Covenant”; republished in 1853 “The Baptist 

Church Manual”; 1867 printed in Pendleton’s 

Church Manual—footnote states "This 

Declaration of Faith was framed many years ago 

by J. Newton Brown, D.D." 
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We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit… to contribute cheerfully and regularly to 

the support of the ministry, the expenses of the 

church, the relief of the poor and the spread of 

the gospel throughout all nations 
 

Contribute—to give or supply in common with 

others; to give a part to a common fund or store; 

to play a significant part in bringing about an end 

or result 
 

Regularly—in a regular manner; on a regular 

basis; at regular intervals  orderly, methodical 
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We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy 
Spirit… to contribute cheerfully and regularly to 

the support of the ministry, the expenses of the 

church, the relief of the poor and the spread of 

the gospel throughout all nations 
 

Support—to promote the interests or cause of; 

assist, help  
 

Ministry— ministration (the act or process of 

ministering); the office, duties, or functions of a 

minister; the body of ministers of religion: clergy 
Inc Merriam-Webster, Merriam-Webster's Collegiate Dictionary., Includes 

Index., 10th ed. (Springfield, Mass., U.S.A.: Merriam-Webster, 1996, c1993). 
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1 Corinthians 9:7 
7 Who goeth a warfare any time at his own 

charges? who planteth a vineyard, and eateth 

not of the fruit thereof? or who feedeth a flock, 

and eateth not of the milk of the flock? 

1 Corinthians 9:7 (NLT) 
7 What soldier has to pay his own expenses? 

What farmer plants a vineyard and doesn’t have 

the right to eat some of its fruit? What shepherd 

cares for a flock of sheep and isn’t allowed to 

drink some of the milk? 
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Luke 10:7 
7 And in the same house remain, eating and 

drinking such things as they give: for the 

labourer is worthy of his hire. Go not from house 

to house. 

 

Deuteronomy 25:4 
4 Thou shalt not muzzle the ox when he treadeth 

out the corn. 
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1 Corinthians 9:8-10 
8 Say I these things as a man? or saith not the 

law the same also? 9 For it is written in the law of 

Moses, Thou shalt not muzzle the mouth of the 

ox that treadeth out the corn. Doth God take 

care for oxen? 10 Or saith he it altogether for our 

sakes? For our sakes, no doubt, this is written: 

that he that ploweth should plow in hope; and 

that he that thresheth in hope should be 

partaker of his hope. 
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2 Timothy 3:16 
16 All scripture is given by inspiration of God, and 

is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for 

correction, for instruction in righteousness: 
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1 Corinthians 9:11 
11 If we have sown unto you spiritual things, is it 

a great thing if we shall reap your carnal things? 

 

1 Corinthians 9:11 (NLT) 
11 Since we have planted spiritual seed among 

you, aren’t we entitled to a harvest of physical 

food and drink? 
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1 Corinthians 9:12 
12 If others be partakers of this power over you, 

are not we rather? Nevertheless we have not 

used this power; but suffer all things, lest we 

should hinder the gospel of Christ. 

1 Corinthians 9:12 (NLT) 
12 If you support others who preach to you, 

shouldn’t we have an even greater right to be 

supported? But we have never used this right. 

We would rather put up with anything than be an 

obstacle to the Good News about Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 9:13 
13 Do ye not know that they which minister about 

holy things live of the things of the temple? and 

they which wait at the altar are partakers with 

the altar? 

1 Corinthians 9:13 (NLT) 
13 Don’t you realize that those who work in the 

temple get their meals from the offerings 

brought to the temple? And those who serve at 

the altar get a share of the sacrificial offerings. 
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Deuteronomy 18:1-8 
1 The priests the Levites, and all the tribe of Levi, 

shall have no part nor inheritance with Israel: 

they shall eat the offerings of the LORD made 

by fire, and his inheritance. 2 Therefore shall 

they have no inheritance among their brethren: 

the LORD is their inheritance, as he hath said 

unto them. 3 And this shall be the priest’s due 

from the people, from them that offer a sacrifice, 

whether it be ox or sheep; and they shall give 

unto the priest the shoulder, and the two 

cheeks, and the maw.  



18 

Deuteronomy 18:1-8 
4 The firstfruit also of thy corn, of thy wine, and 

of thine oil, and the first of the fleece of thy 

sheep, shalt thou give him. 5 For the LORD thy 

God hath chosen him out of all thy tribes, to 

stand to minister in the name of the LORD, him 

and his sons for ever. 6 And if a Levite come 

from any of thy gates out of all Israel, where he 

sojourned, and come with all the desire of his 

mind unto the place which the LORD shall 

choose;  
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Deuteronomy 18:1-8 
7 Then he shall minister in the name of the 

LORD his God, as all his brethren the Levites 

do, which stand there before the LORD. 8 They 

shall have like portions to eat, beside that which 

cometh of the sale of his patrimony 
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1 Corinthians 9:14 
14 Even so hath the Lord ordained that they 

which preach the gospel should live of the 

gospel. 

 

1 Corinthians 9:14 (NLT) 
14 In the same way, the Lord ordered that those 

who preach the Good News should be 

supported by those who benefit from it. 
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1 Corinthians 16:2 
2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of 

you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 

him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
7 Every man according as he purposeth in his 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
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2 Corinthians 8:13-14 
13 For I mean not that other men be eased, and 

ye burdened: 14 But by an equality, that now at 

this time your abundance may be a supply for 

their want, that their abundance also may be a 

supply for your want: that there may be equality: 

2 Corinthians 8:2 
2 How that in a great trial of affliction the 

abundance of their joy and their deep poverty 

abounded unto the riches of their liberality. 
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2 Corinthians 8:3 
3 For to their power, I bear record, yea, and 

beyond their power they were willing of 

themselves; 

2 Corinthians 9:7 
7 Every man according as he purposeth in his 

heart, so let him give; not grudgingly, or of 

necessity: for God loveth a cheerful giver. 
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2 Corinthians 8:4 
4 Praying us with much intreaty that we would 

receive the gift, and take upon us the fellowship 

of the ministering to the saints. 

2 Corinthians 8:4 (NLT) 
4 They begged us again and again for the 

privilege of sharing in the gift for the believers in 

Jerusalem. 
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2 Corinthians 9:1-2 
1 For as touching the ministering to the saints, it 

is superfluous for me to write to you: 2 For I 

know the forwardness of your mind, for which I 

boast of you to them of Macedonia, that Achaia 

was ready a year ago; and your zeal hath 

provoked very many. 
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2 Corinthians 9:1-2 (NLT) 
1 I really don’t need to write to you about this 

ministry of giving for the believers in Jerusalem. 
2 For I know how eager you are to help, and I 

have been boasting to the churches in 

Macedonia that you in Greece were ready to 

send an offering a year ago. In fact, it was your 

enthusiasm that stirred up many of the 

Macedonian believers to begin giving. 
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John 3:16 
16 For God so loved the world, that he 

gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not 

perish, but have everlasting life. 
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1 Corinthians 16:2 
2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of 

you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 

him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 

2 Corinthians 8:12 
12 For if there be first a willing mind, it is 

accepted according to that a man hath, and not 

according to that he hath not. 
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2 Corinthians 9:6 
6 But this I say, He which soweth sparingly shall 

reap also sparingly; and he which soweth 

bountifully shall reap also bountifully. 
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2 Corinthians 9:13 
13 Whiles by the experiment of this ministration 

they glorify God for your professed subjection 

unto the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal 

distribution unto them, and unto all men; 

2 Corinthians 9:13 (NLT) 
13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory 

to God. For your generosity to them and to all 

believers will prove that you are obedient to the 

Good News of Christ. 
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1 Corinthians 16:2 
2 Upon the first day of the week let every one of 

you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered 

him, that there be no gatherings when I come. 
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2 Corinthians 8:11 
11 Now therefore perform the doing of it; that as 

there was a readiness to will, so there may be a 

performance also out of that which ye have. 

2 Corinthians 8:11 (NLT) 
11 Now you should finish what you started. Let 

the eagerness you showed in the beginning be 

matched now by your giving. Give in proportion 

to what you have. 
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2 Corinthians 9:8-10 (NLT) 
8 And God will generously provide all you need. 

Then you will always have everything you need 

and plenty left over to share with others. 9 As the 

Scriptures say, “They share freely and give 

generously to the poor. Their good deeds will be 

remembered forever.” 10 For God is the one who 

provides seed for the farmer and then bread to 

eat. In the same way, he will provide and 

increase your resources and then produce a 

great harvest of generosity in you. 
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2 Corinthians 8:15 
15 As it is written, He that had gathered much 

had nothing over; and he that had gathered little 

had no lack. 

 

Exodus 16:18 
18 And when they did mete it with an omer, he 

that gathered much had nothing over, and he 

that gathered little had no lack; they gathered 

every man according to his eating. 
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Mark 14:7 
7 For ye have the poor with you always, and 

whensoever ye will ye may do them good: but 

me ye have not always.  
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Matthew 25:35-40 
35 For I was an hungred, and ye gave me meat: I was 

thirsty, and ye gave me drink: I was a stranger, and ye 

took me in: 36 Naked, and ye clothed me: I was sick, 

and ye visited me: I was in prison, and ye came unto 

me. 37 Then shall the righteous answer him, saying, 

Lord, when saw we thee an hungred, and fed thee? or 

thirsty, and gave thee drink? 38 † When saw we thee a 

stranger, and took thee in? or naked, and clothed 

thee? 39 † Or when saw we thee sick, or in prison, and 

came unto thee? 40 And the King shall answer and say 

unto them, Verily I say unto you, Inasmuch as ye have 

done it unto one of the least of these my brethren, ye 

have done it unto me.  
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We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy 

Spirit to walk together in Christian love; to strive 

for the advancement of this church in 

knowledge, holiness and comfort; to promote its 

prosperity and spirituality; to sustain its worship, 

ordinances, discipline and doctrines; to 

contribute cheerfully and regularly to the support 

of the ministry, the expenses of the church, the 

relief of the poor and the spread of the gospel 

throughout all nations. 



Church Covenant: we agree 


