
What We Believe  
& 

Why We Believe it 

Church Covenant 



Church Covenant 

Having been led, as we believe by the Spirit of God, 

to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as our Savior and, 

on the profession of our faith, having been baptized 

in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of 

the Holy Spirit, we do now, in the presence of God 

and this assembly most solemnly and joyfully enter 

into covenant with one another as one body in 

Christ. 



Church Covenant 
We engage, therefore, by the aid of the Holy Spirit 

to walk together in Christian love; to strive for the 

advancement of this church in knowledge, holiness 

and comfort; to promote its prosperity and 

spirituality; to sustain its worship, ordinances, 

discipline and doctrines; to contribute cheerfully and 

regularly to the support of the ministry, the expenses 

of the church, the relief of the poor and the spread of 

the gospel throughout all nations. 



Church Covenant 
We also engage to maintain family and secret 

devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek 

the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to 

walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our 

dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary 

in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, 

and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale of, and 

use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating drinks as a 

beverage; to shun pornography, to be zealous in our 

efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior. 



Church Covenant 

We further engage to watch over one another in 

brotherly love; to remember one another in prayer; to 

aid one another in sickness and distress; to cultivate 

Christian sympathy in feeling and Christian courtesy 

in speech; to be slow to take offense, but always 

ready for reconciliation and mindful of the rules of 

our Savior to secure it without delay. 



Church Covenant 

We moreover engage that when we remove from this 

place we will, as soon as possible, unite with some 

other church where we can carry out the spirit of this 

covenant and the principles of God's Word. 
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We also engage to abstain from the sale of, 

and use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating 

drinks as a beverage;  
 

Engage— 

to bind, as by pledge, promise, contract, or oath;  
 

abstain—  

to hold oneself back voluntarily, especially from 

something regarded as improper or unhealthy 

(usually followed by from ) 
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We also engage to abstain from the sale of, 

and use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating 

drinks as a beverage; 

destructive— 

tending to destroy;  causing destruction  or 

much damage  

drugs— 

a chemical substance used in the treatment, 

cure, prevention, or diagnosis of disease or 

used to otherwise enhance physical or mental 

well-being;  a habit-forming medicinal or illicit 

substance, especially a narcotic. 
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We also engage to abstain from the sale of, 

and use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating 

drinks as a beverage; 

intoxicating— 

causing or capable of causing intoxication—

drunkenness  

beverage— 

any potable liquid, especially one other than 

water 



10 

Genesis 9:21 Then he drank of the wine and 

was drunk, and became uncovered in his tent.  

Genesis 19:32 Come, let us make our father 

drink wine, and we will lie with him, that we may 

preserve the lineage of our father.” 36 Thus both 

the daughters of Lot were with child by their 

father.  

2 Samuel 13:28 Now Absalom had commanded 

his servants, saying, “Watch now, when 

Amnon’s heart is merry with wine, and when I 

say to you, ‘Strike Amnon!’ then kill him. Do not 

be afraid. Have I not commanded you? Be 

courageous and valiant.”  
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Isaiah 5:11  

Woe to those who rise early in the morning, That 

they may follow intoxicating drink;  

Who continue until night, till wine inflames them!  

Isaiah 5:22  

Woe to men mighty at drinking wine,  

Woe to men valiant for mixing intoxicating drink,  
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Daniel 5:1–2  

Belshazzar the king made a great feast for a 

thousand of his lords, and drank wine in the 

presence of the thousand. 2 While he tasted the 

wine, Belshazzar gave the command to bring the 

gold and silver vessels which his father 

Nebuchadnezzar had taken from the temple 

which had been in Jerusalem, that the king and 

his lords, his wives, and his concubines might 

drink from them.  
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Daniel 5:5 In the same hour the fingers of a 

man’s hand appeared and wrote opposite the 

lampstand on the plaster of the wall of the king’s 

palace; and the king saw the part of the hand 

that wrote.  

 

Daniel 5:30–31  
30 That very night Belshazzar, king of the 

Chaldeans, was slain. 31 And Darius the Mede 

received the kingdom, being about sixty-two 

years old.  
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Hosea 4:11 Harlotry, wine, and new wine 

enslave the heart.  

Proverbs 21:17 He who loves pleasure will be a 

poor man; He who loves wine and oil will not be 

rich.  

Proverbs 23:29–30 Who has woe?  Who has 

sorrow?  Who has contentions? Who has 

complaints? Who has wounds without cause? 

Who has redness of eyes? 30 Those who linger 

long at the wine, Those who go in search of 

mixed wine.  
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Proverbs 20:1  Wine is a mocker, Strong drink is 

a brawler, And whoever is led astray by it is not 

wise.  

Proverbs 23:31 Do not look on the wine when it 

is red, When it sparkles in the cup,  When it 

swirls around smoothly;  

Proverbs 31:4  It is not for kings, O Lemuel, It is 

not for kings to drink wine, Nor for princes 

intoxicating drink;  

Ephesians 5:18  

And do not be drunk with wine, in which is 

dissipation; but be filled with the Spirit, 
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Habakkuk 2:15   

 “Woe to him who gives drink to his 

neighbor,  Pressing him to your bottle, Even to 

make him drunk, That you may look on his 

nakedness!  

Proverbs 23:20  

 Do not mix with winebibbers,  

 Or with gluttonous eaters of meat;  

1 Timothy 5:23  
23 No longer drink only water, but use a little 

wine for your stomach’s sake and your frequent 

infirmities. 
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We also engage to shun pornography 

shun— 

 to keep away from 

pornography— 

obscene writings, drawings, photographs, or the 

like 

obscene—offensive to morality or decency; 

indecent; depraved—corrupt, wicked, perverted 
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1 Corinthians 3:16-17  
16 Do you not know that you are the temple of 

God and that the Spirit of God dwells in you? 17 

If anyone defiles the temple of God, God will 

destroy him. For the temple of God is holy, 

which temple you are. 

1 Corinthians 6:19  
19 Or do you not know that your body is the 

temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom 

you have from God, and you are not your own? 
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Galatians 5:19-21  
19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which 

are: adultery, fornication, uncleanness, 

lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, 

contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath, 

selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, 

murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of 

which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told 

you in time past, that those who practice such 

things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 
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Romans 1:26-27  
26 For this reason God gave them up to vile 

passions. For even their women exchanged the 

natural use for what is against nature. 27 

Likewise also the men, leaving the natural use 

of the woman, burned in their lust for one 

another, men with men committing what is 

shameful, and receiving in themselves the 

penalty of their error which was due. 
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Hebrews 13:4  
4 Marriage is honorable among all, and the bed 

undefiled; but fornicators and adulterers God will 

judge. 

Matthew 19:5-6  
5 and said, ‘For this reason a man shall leave his 

father and mother and be joined to his wife, and 

the two shall become one flesh’ ? 6 So then, they 

are no longer two but one flesh. Therefore what 

God has joined together, let not man separate.” 



Church Covenant 
We also engage to maintain family and secret 

devotions; to religiously educate our children; to seek 

the salvation of our kindred and acquaintances; to 

walk circumspectly in the world; to be just in our 

dealings, faithful in our engagements, and exemplary 

in our deportment; to avoid all tattling, backbiting, 

and excessive anger; to abstain from the sale of, and 

use of, destructive drugs or intoxicating drinks as a 

beverage; to shun pornography, to be zealous in our 

efforts to advance the kingdom of our Savior. 



Church Covenant: we agree 


