
FEBRUARY 6, 2022 
FIFTH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME 
 
The thread that links all three readings today is the theme of the call to discipleship and 
mission.  Three protagonists: Isaiah, Paul and the fishermen Peter, James and John all received an 
extraordinary invitation from God to proclaim His word for the salvation of God’s people. All 
three of these men had personal reasons to feel so unworthy of the call and, therefore, signify 
their objection. 
 
Let us reflect on the story of Peter’s call to discipleship.  Peter was not any ordinary fisherman. 
According to the Gospel of Mark, Peter was a businessman who had hired men working for him. 
But Peter was also a man of the world, concerned about profits. When the miracle of the hefty 
catch happened, he must have wondered why this rabbi had not just been a fisherman for 
He knew where the schools of fish were. Instead of serving money, He was preaching about God’s 
Kingdom. For this reason, Peter recoiled and pulled back when Jesus proved that He  was of God 
to have produced an enormous catch of fish in the morning (defying nature.) Peter’s humanity 
could not stand the presence of the holiness of God in Jesus. Yet Jesus saw in Peter the beauty of 
his soul and the potential leadership he possessed to establish his community of disciples. 
 
In Greek, the word “oikonomia” refers to more than just “commercial business,” but goes back to 
“oikos” which means “house,” “household,” or “family.” The Lord knew beforehand who Peter 
was. Jesus wanted Peter to experience the power of God’s love for him.  Peter knew who he was so 
much so that his honesty and humility would open his soul bit by bit for God’s Spirit towards 
conversion and transformation. Jesus would later call Peter, the Rock, the sinner yet redeemed 
man, through whom the Kingdom of God on earth, the Church would be established.  Jesus saw in 
Peter what Peter did not see in himself. Jesus saw in this businessman, humility and self-surrender 
which enabled Peter to leave behind his family and his business to follow Jesus. 
 
What happens when we surrender everything to Jesus in order to follow God’s will and mission 
designed for us to be His disciple?  It is like both our hands raised in prayer. The left 
hand represents "me" while the right, "my family or loved one." Tightly-clasped hands make co-
existence difficult and a harmonious life may be impossible for both "me" and "my family." The 
reason is because being so attached to each other and controlling of one another leaves no room 
for each one to grow as unique individuals. When the Lord calls one to serve Him and our 
community, some members of our family, our business, our job or other attachments could 
prevent us from doing so. 
 
The antidote is the art of self-surrender. Hands that are lightly touching each other, with palms 
slightly distanced, provide an inner space for Jesus.  When we welcome Jesus in that empty space 
in our lives individually and as family, peace reigns in the mind, heart and soul of every family 
member.  It is the Spirit of love, the Spirit of the Risen Lord, who guides and inspires and instructs 
our faith with well-informed actions to serve our brothers and sisters.  God is able to wonderfully 
use us for His honor and glory.   
  
What is Jesus asking us to let go and surrender so that we could follow Him and serve Him 
through our neighbor?  In the process, we will encounter Jesus in prayer telling us: “Do not be 
afraid.  Everything will be provided for.” 


