
When We Use the “J” Word
Let me tell you plain and simple - Let me leave you no doubt

I could never help you - By leaving Jesus out
You say this word's offensive - To use it is a shame
But there's no saving power - In any other name

Some say it as a blessing - Some say it as a curse
You can't deny the power - Of this supernatural word
When we use the J word - It drives the world insane

When we use the J word - There's power in that name

(Lyrics from the Song “We Use the “J” word” by Degarmo & Key)

As a new year is upon us it is hard to imagine that as believers in Christ we would be facing adversity from others
at the mention of His name.  Jesus warned us time and time again throughout scripture that there would be
persecution by following Him. “Then they will hand you over to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by
all nations because of My name. (Matt 24:9) Nations all over the world are passing laws, imprisoning, and killing
those who follow Christ.  America has even begun the trend of hatred towards believers and should we be
surprised?  The name of Jesus has been misused, misrepresented, and used in vain since the Resurrection. The
Bible says that when we believe in Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and submit to the leading of the Holy Spirit, we
honor the name of God in our lives and in the world.

Misuse of Jesus and God’s name has become commonplace.  False teachers exist who constantly tell people what
they want to hear, and make boatloads of money from the misuse of His name.  The words “God is telling me…” or
“I feel like God wants us to...” are said far too often.  If someone claims that God has spoken to them, but they
really only speak their own words, then they are taking God’s name in vain.  Those who hear directly from God are
under the gravest responsibility to teach what they have heard. Those who do not hear directly from God should not
claim to, or they stand under His judgment. The third commandment states, “You shall not take the name of the
Lord your God in vain, for the Lord will not leave him unpunished who takes His name in vain.”  (Ex. 20:7) NASB

When we, the Church, do not reflect the sanctity of God, we take His name in vain, and we cause others to do the
same.  Casual or irreverent use of the name of God is the most obvious, and a violation of the third commandment
(Ex. 20:7). People who hear the third commandment believe it only has to do with using God’s name as a swear
word.  Cursing does express neither faith in God nor worship, and it is not a proper use of God’s name.  Even
expressions like “Oh my God” or “Jesus, I can’t believe that…” misrepresents our Savior.  One theologian professor
of Theology and Biblical Studies at Phoenix Seminary had this to say: “(Ex. 20:7) is a command that we not
dishonor God’s reputation either by words that speak of Him in a foolish or misleading way, or by actions that do
not reflect His true character.”

We are a people who bear the name of Jesus Christ to the world, and when we do not talk or live in a manner
worthy of our witness, the name of the Lord is profaned.  Whether it’s because we have reduced it to simply
avoiding certain words, or simply because we have allowed the world to blind us from sin in our lives, the third
commandment gets forgotten.  Think of the turmoil of our world. Think of how the love and grace of Jesus could
heal those open wounds and how much easier it would be to convince people if the name of God was glorified in
us. Philippians 2:9-11 says, “For this reason also God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name
which is above every name, so that at the name of Jesus every knee will bow, of those who are in heaven and on
earth and under the earth, and that every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God the
Father.” When we use the “J” word, there’s power in that name!

“When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28)
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