
Tickle Me Jesus 
 

Christmas of 1996 will always be remembered for the “Tickle Me Elmo” frenzy! The toy was 

released in July with a supply of 400,000 units and remained widely available in stores until 

the day after Thanksgiving, when they suddenly sold out. With the Christmas shopping 

season coming, Tyco ordered 600,000 more dolls from their suppliers.  Unexpected demand for 

Elmo resulted in shortages and chaos in stores across North America and beyond.  Two women 

were arrested in Chicago for fighting over the doll.  In New York people ran after delivery 

trucks hoping to get their hands on Elmo before it reached stores. Someone desperate purchased 

a Tickle Me Elmo for $7,100 in Denver.  KBIG in Los Angeles had a radio auction for charity 

December 20 that raised $18,500 for one TME doll. A clerk working at a Wal-Mart store 

in Canada was among many injured by "Elmo-mania" when he suffered a pulled hamstring, 

injuries to his back, jaw and knee, a broken rib, and a concussion during a Midnight Madness 

sale on December 14. A crowd of 300 stampeded down the aisle after spotting him being 

handed a box of the toys by another employee. By the end of December, the entire stock of one 

million "Tickle Me Elmo" toys had been sold out. 
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Timothy 4:3-4: “For the time will come when they will not tolerate sound doctrine; 

but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in 

accordance with their own desires, and they will turn their ears away from the truth and will 

turn aside to myths.” 

Many of our churches and professing Christians have entered into a state of what I like to call 

“Tickle Me Jesus.” In Daniel 9:4-19, the prophet pours out his heart to the Lord for his people 

because they have rebelled, become wicked, and turned away from God.  Many who attend 

church today may be hearing a watered-down, false gospel of pop psychology, without learning 

the fundamentals of faith in Christ.  The vast majority of kids are being raised in homes where 

God is either ignored or denied.  Most professing Christians prefer our worship services to be a 

prayer, a few hymns or choruses, and a short “Tickle Me Jesus” sermon. 

Just like the Empires of Babylon, Persia, Greece, and the Roman Empire (Daniel 2) we are 

witnessing God allowing our nation to destroy itself as we travel toward the End Times.  

Theologians call this the “abandonment wrath” and it can be detailed in Romans 1 with these 

passages:  

 Vs. 18 – 
“
The wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all the godlessness 

and wickedness of people, who suppress the truth by their wickedness…” 

 Vs. 24 – “Therefore God gave them over in the sinful desires of their hearts to sexual 

impurity for the degrading of their bodies with one another.” 

 Vs. 26 –
 “
Because of this, God gave them over to shameful lusts…” 



 Vs. 28 – “Furthermore, just as they did not think it worthwhile to retain the knowledge 

of God, so God gave them over to a depraved mind, so that they do what ought not to be 

done.” 

Is there any hope for our country?  Not at the present time, for we cannot continue to evade 

self-destruction though each and every election cycle.  We should not look for political 

solutions to our nation’s problems when our issues are rooted in the rejection of God and His 

Word.  God said in 2
nd

 Chronicles 7:14 – “…if my people, who are called by my name, will 

humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I 

will hear from heaven, and I will forgive their sin and will heal their land.” And Psalm 

33:12 says, “Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD…”     

But there is incredible hope for us as individuals who place their faith in Jesus.  Just as His 

coming and birth were foretold (Isaiah 9:6-7)  through many prophecies in the Bible, we 

have the hope of the Rapture and His second coming, peace through the Holy Spirit to 

indwell and guide us, and the joy of knowing we will have eternal life in heaven.  Our 

Blessed Hope is in the person and promises of Jesus Christ! By placing your trust in Him 

you can overcome the chaos that is leading the world toward inevitable destruction.  He is 

truly the greatest gift you can ever receive this Christmas.   

 

Merry Christmas and Keep the Faith, 

Bro. Andrew 


