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The Crier 

Just keep on digging. That’s what I’ve had to tell myself over these past couple of weeks. You see, we’ve had 
water intrusion into our basement when it rains. Older homes create their own to-do lists. And this became 
high on the priority chart as I want to seal up the foundation.  
 

The first thing I had to decide was to do it. Sure, I could have called a company to come out. But with other 
projects vying for resources, I made the decision to just do it myself. So, with a couple of hours here and a 
couple of hours there whenever my schedule would allow it, dig I did.  
 

You know the thing about digging a ditch? It happens one shovel full at a time. A whole lot of earth has been 
removed from beside my basement. The kids are using it for a play mound. But it did not happen in one day or 
even in one wheelbarrow load. It took one shovel full after another. It took a couple of hours on a Thursday 
evening before the sun set and majority of a Friday and a partial Saturday and a Monday evening and an early 
Wednesday morning and more as I could squeeze some time in to just dig. One shovel full at a time is all I can 
do. 
 

Another thing to note about digging a ditch, discovery! I’ve discovered rocks, chunks of concrete, roots, a pipe, 
an old toy, and an existing weep drain that is no longer functioning as it should. When dealing with roots, I had 
to change the way I was digging. Big chunks of concrete required a slower, but more precise use of leverage. 
The pipe created an obstacle that needed careful and precise shovel maneuvers. The old weep system was a 
discovery that gave me insight into how to lay out a new one once I get to that point. Each discovery created 
steps of change to just keep digging.  
 

Church! What needs to be done? What is on our to-do list? In the simplest way, let me say we are in the God 
glorifying, kingdom building, saint growing business. We are not digging ditches, we have so much more 
important to-do’s than that. But it happens the same way. Instead of one shovel full at a time, we share the 
gospel to one person at a time. We dig down into the Word of God one verse at a time. We disciple one 
biblical truth at a time. We are to forward toward the Kingdom of Heaven one prayer at a time. We plan and 
prepare one meeting at a time. 
 

There will be rocks and roots and concrete chunks and pipes that get in the way of progress. But you don’t 
stop. You discover! You discover what God wants you to do, how He wants you to handle the obstacles. 
Remember David? He inquired of the Lord as to how to go into battle. It did not matter how many battles 
David had fought; he was not going to go it alone. God wants us to never stop discovering what He is doing. 
I’m convinced that is why He changes the obstacles in the ditch. Think about it. Covid, numbers dropping, 
continuity hurting, society rebelling, and on and on. Church, your to-do’s have not changed. But the way we go 
about doing them can. God wants us discovering His plan for a time such as this.  
 

I want FBC Pelham to grow. You want FBC Pelham to grow. I believe it is God’s desire that FBC Pelham 
grows. But it is going to take a decision to start the work together. Then it’s going to take digging deeper, one 
shovel full at a time, into the will and way of God for us. And as we dig into God’s way, we will discover the 
next step, and then the next step, and then the next step. We don’t know what we will find in the last half of 
2022, but I do know if we seek God, we will find Him there too.  
 

“Trust in the Lord with all your heart, lean not on your own understanding; in all your ways acknowledge Him 
and He will make your paths straight.” (Proverbs 3:5-6) 
 

In Christ, 

Leroy 



By Divine Design 
 

What keeps this tiny planet moving round the sun each day 
What makes the evening sky into a shrine 

You've known it from the start 'Cause it's written in your heart 
This clock is running by divine design 

 

Would evolution teach us how to choose from right and wrong 
When right means that we'll have to sacrifice 

Would evolution start a world that's filled with art 
You know it is By Divine Design 

 

Tell me you believe it's fate and not a master plan 
Tell me I'm an accident with eyes and feet and hands 

I tell you one more time I know this world is by Divine Design 

(Lyrics from the Song “By Divine Design” by Dana Key) 

For many years we had a large oak tree in front of our house.  It was huge! It 
not only spread over our house, but the road and part of the neighbor’s yard 
across from us.  One day as I was sitting on my front porch I looked up into the 
limbs and branches of this very old tree and wondered what it had witnessed 
over its 100+ year existence.  I also noticed how branches full of leaves were 
lifting up their limbs as if worshiping our Creator.  That tree was just one of 
many examples of how creation worships and points to the existence of God.  
Evolution is the lie that there is no God, that the universe created itself from 
nothing, and then billions of years later life began from nothing into something 
that later “evolved” into all kinds of life on our planet. There is no doubt that the 
creation of life was by Divine design! 
 
 “Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad; Let the sea 
roar, and all its fullness; Let the field be joyful, and all that is in it.  Then all 
the trees of the woods will rejoice before the Lord.     Psalm 96:11-12 
     
Charles Baudelaire in 1864 was quoted as saying, “The greatest trick the Devil 
ever pulled was convincing the world he doesn’t exist.”  The statement has merit 
but it’s not quite true. The greatest trick Satan ever pulled was convincing the 
world that God doesn’t exist. Therefore, God did not create the heavens and the 
Earth and all life on Earth. Also, if God does not exist then neither does Satan or 
good and evil. So that means we are free to live without absolute moral laws.  
Sounds foolish doesn’t it?  There are 6-forms of ‘evolution,’ and 5 of the 6 have 
never been proven to occur and are imagined and hypothetical.  Basically, in an 
attempt to dispel creation from the Creator, evolution ‘scientists’ have theorized 
that absolutely nothing created the universe.  They also assert that there may 
exist some kind of intelligence responsible for the creation of the universe, and 
life within it, but that intelligence could not be God.  I am a fan of science fiction 
and that's what this all sounds like!   
 

 “See to it that no one takes you captive through hollow and decep-
tive philosophy, which depends on human tradition and the elemental 
spiritual forces of this world rather than on Christ.”        Colossians 2:8 
    
The root of the “lie” of evolution is that you will evolve and transition into God; 
you will become like God; you will be like God.  Romans 1:22-25 (NKJV) says, 
“Professing to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of the 
incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and 
four-footed animals and creeping things.  Therefore God also gave them 
up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies 
among themselves, who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and wor-
shiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed 
forever.”     A belief that God created the heavens, the Earth, and life requires 
faith also, but this is reasoned informed faith. Science itself disproves evolution, 
so to believe in evolution, by their own standards is illogical by observable, test-
able, scientific standards. We know that God created the heavens, the Earth, 
and all life by Divine Design!  
 
 “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,  
because your redemption is drawing near.”          (Luke 21:28) 

Bro. Andrew 

VBS Decorating/Craft 
Work Sessions 

 

We will meet on Sunday nights May 
1st, 15th, 22nd.   6:00 –7:00pm     
No experience necessary.  
  
We need people to cut things out and 
put things in zip lock bags, etc.  As 
well as some to build and paint. 
 
Craft needs:  large soup tin cans, 
USB plugs, AA batteries, zip lock 
bags (all sizes), food coloring (any 
color), Hot glue sticks, small plastic 
containers (spice jars, food trays, etc.) 

 

 

We will be honoring our 

2022 High School Seniors 

Sunday, May 15th 

Morning service 

 

DJ PALMER 

KATE DRURY 

JOHN ADAM SINGLETON 

ERICA ADAY 

 

NO Men’s Meeting 
(lunch or bible study)  

Tuesday, May 3rd 

OFFICE CLOSED 
for MEMORIAL DAY 
MONDAY, May 30th 
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 Breakfast Teams 
 

May 1    Margaret Williams/Susan Long 

May 8  David Drury 

May 15  Neal & Nichole Hilliard 

May 22  Laura Jane Gray 

May 29  Dianne Fenn 

Staff Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 3rd     4:15 pm 
___________________________ 

 

Tuesday, May 17th   4:15 pm 

Round Table    Tuesday, May 17th 
 

 Meet at Sass at 11:30 for lunch & 
 Book study at the home of  Marsha 

 Nursery Workers 
 

May 1  Melea & Duane Bentley 
    Lynn Aldridge 
 
May 8  Kimberly & Jamie NeSmith 
    Melodie Chaffer 
 
May 15  Neal & Nichole Hilliard 
    Amy & Donnie Palmer 
 
May 22  Kristy & Wesley Palmer & Olivia 
 
May 29  Pam & Mark Harris 
    Karen Moltz 

Is there going to be a Rapture of the Church?  
 

 In the youth, we have been studying the Bible from both 
ends! In Sunday School, we are studying the book of Genesis, 
and in Wednesday night youth our subject of study has been 
the Adversary - the Devil from his creation, to his work and 
what will become of him which has culminated in the book of 
Revelation.  
 

 I was always taught that if you want to understand the book 
of Revelation, then you need to start your study in Genesis! 
One of the questions that has been discussed for many years 
is the question of “ the rapture”. Is there a rapture of the church 
to come? If so, when? While I’m not going to discuss all the 
reasons I personally do believe in the rapture and that it  
proceeds the tribulation period, I do want to point out, what I 
believe, is a picture given to us in Genesis. 
 

 As we read in Genesis 6-8 of the worldwide flood that God 
sent upon the earth, we see that God did so as judgment upon 
mankind because of the sin of man was so great, Gen. 6:5. We 
see that God took a remnant, Noah and his family, and spared 
them through the judgment. This I believe is a picture of the 
nation of Israel. God promises Israel in Ezekiel, a remnant  will 
be spared through His judgment. I believe God sparing Noah’s 
family through the flood is a picture of a remnant of Israel 
 being spared through the tribulation. 
 

 So what about a picture of the rapture? Just a few verses 
prior to Noah and the flood we find the genealogy of our forefa-
thers and in that list we come to Gen. 5:21-24 where we have 
a man by the name of Enoch. The interesting thing about 
Enoch is that he is only one of two men recorded in the Bible 
that never died! Scripture says Enoch lived 365 years and “he 
walked with God, and he was not, for God took him.” Hebrews 
11:5 tells us that “Enoch was taken away so that he did not 
see death” I believe Enoch is a picture of the church, God 
“translated” took him prior to pouring out His judgment on the 
earth in a flood, so God will also “translate” the church prior to 
His outpouring of wrath on this earth in the tribulation!  
 

    Titus 2:13 “Looking for the blessed hope and glorious ap-
pearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ”!  I can’t wait! 
How about you?  
        

In Christ,    Harold 

  

   
THE TEENS WANT TO COME TO YOU! 
 

Would you be willing to host the teens on a Wednesday night 

at your home this summer? We can take care of any expenses! 

please let Harold know! 229-221-1565 

 

Golden Age  Tuesday, May 10th 
End of Year Luncheon at SASS 11:30 am  

Wednesday Night Supper 
 

May 4 Manwich, Chips, Mac & Cheese      
   Dessert 
 
May 11 PIZZA Party 

Teacher Appreciation 
Wednesday, May 5th 

If you would like to go with us to the 
schools 

please meet at the church at 1:00 pm 
to be at the schools 1:15 pm. 
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Our Members Birthdays in the 
Month of   May 
 
1 Cheri Bentley 
4 Kathy Frosteg 
5 Cole NeSmith 
5 Kayla Bolen 
7 Brandon Rogers 
11 Cindy Smith 
14 Kate Drury 
14  Sarah Lunderman 
14 Brandi McGalliard 
17 Philip Strickland 
19 Laura Jane Gray 
20 Linda Pollock 
21 Timothy Aldridge 
22 Gloria Hahn 
23 Kimberly NeSmith 
25 Joseph Cooper 
26 Theressia Hussey 
27 Robert Scott 
30  Roxanne Willingham 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 
 

8:00 am  -  4:00 pm 
Closed on Friday 

Activate The Prayer Chain     Tina Sellers         294-8443 
            Helen Schmidt   294-2818 
                                    Earlean Shiver    294-8073 

 

“In God We Trust” 

         Rev. Leroy Williams     321-292-9650 
     Pastor 
 
    Rev. Harold Smith       229-221-1565 
    Minister of Youth                        harold@pelhamfbc.org                      
 
 Rev. Andrew Chaffer     229-319-0472 
 Minister of Music                  revchaffer@gmail.com 
  
     Earlean Shiver                 336-3445 
 Ministry Assistant              eshiver@pelhamfbc.org 
 
 Neal Hilliard                      229-413-2721 
 Deacon Chairman      nealhilliard12@gmail.com 

Staff at Home 

Deacons of the Month May 
 

Ken Newton     Robert Scott 
220-1750      603-1600 
 
Deacons of the Month June 
 

Reggie Feagin     Simon Mejia 
393-6770      886-3328 



Church wide  
Covered Dish Luncheon 

Sunday, May 15th   
following High School Senior Recognition 

 

Bring your favorite dishes 

 

First Baptist Church - Pelham 
 

SUNDAY 
 

9:15 am      Morning Mingle  -  Breakfast 
9:40 am        Children’s Sunday School Opening Rally  
9:45 am        Adult & Teen Sunday School Classes meet 
10:00 am      Children’s Sunday School Classes meet 
11:00 am      Morning Worship Service and on  
                 Facebook @First Baptist Church Pelham 
 
 

Monday 
6:00 - 7:30 pm    Ladies Bible Study will resume in September   
 
6:00 pm                   Men’s Bible Study   

 
Tuesday 
12:00 Noon             Men’s Lunch/Bible Study  
                       Call church office to order lunch 
 
7:00 pm     Men’s Prison Ministry   
 

Wednesday  
 

5:00—5:30 pm    Kid’s Choir 
5:00—6:00 pm    Supper 
6:00—7:00 pm    Prayer Meeting 
6:00—7:30 pm    Children “Answers in Genesis” 
6:00 - 7:30 pm        Youth Meeting 
7:30 pm      Choir 
 
Masks are at each entrance. Facility will be cleaned and  
sterilized weekly. 

Prayer List 
 

MEMBERS      
Jean Bodin       medical 
Buddy Campbell     recovering surgery 
Larry Frosteg      medical 
Shirley Humphries       
Linda Pollock      medical 
Glenda Rich       medical 
Philip Strickland      medical 
David Wells       medical 
Debbie Winters      recovering surgery 
 

FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Merrick  2 yrs old (Murphy)  brain cancer 
Al Adams (Godwin)     medical 
Lynda Adams (White)    medical 
Eula Beckwith      medical 
Britain Brown      needs kidney transplant 
David Burt (Smith)     cancer/spiritual 
Mort Collins       medical 
Jerry Glenn       cancer 
Randy Harris      cancer 
Monica Goodman     medical 
Jeannie Mellow (Lock)    medical 
Allison McCorkle  (L Pollock)  medical 
Jean Murphy (Monday)   medical 
John Murphy (Monday)   medical 
Emily Pollock   (Fenn)    needs kidney transplant 
Les Pollock       cancer 
Dorothy Sizemore     bone cancer 
James Sizemore                  medical 
Randy Sizemore (Strickland)      leukemia/ home 
Candace Trimble (Monday)  medical 
David  Trimble (Monday)           medical 
Rhonda Vinson       medical 
Gerry Whiting      medical/stroke 
Eddie Wilson      needs liver transplant 
Renae Wynn          recovering liver transplant 
 

Our World  City of Pelham  City of Camilla   Our Schools     
Spiritual needs in our community  Pregnancy Center 
 

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
Marcelene Drawdy, Parkway 
Eunice Hatcher, Parkway #403 
Arvilla Jean, Parkway  #409  
Imogene Jones, Parkway 
Charlotte Layton, Parkway #304 
Libby Moats, Legacy Tville  
Joyce Walton, Southern Pines 
Buddy Campbell, Magnolia Manor 

 

Memory Verse for the Month 
Let us then with confidence draw near to the throne of 

grace, that we may receive mercy and find grace to 

help in time of need.  
                                                                                Hebrews 4:16   ESV 

 

In our waiting, God is working. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


