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The Crier 

There has not been two years in our experience like the last two years. A pandemic, politics and personal 
freedom have all been a part of everyone’s focus. Everyone has a position where they stand on each of these 
issues and the unfriendly matrix that has conjoined them together. For the church, it is time that we get back  
to the business of the soul. 
 
Some steps have already begun as we refocus on the only Kingdom that will last. In our Kingdom directives, 
we are to "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature” (Mark 16:15). We are to “Preach the 
word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching”  
(1 Timothy 4:2). We are to make disciples (Matthew 28:19), love our neighbors (Leviticus 19:18) and love God 
through everything (Deuteronomy 6:5). The steps that have been taken to “get back to normal” include the 
church council forward-looking plans, your pastors vision and dreaming about the future and many other 
leadership groups desire for the future.  
 
As the council and the pastors have begun meeting and planning, we want one thing. We want to give God 
the control in the present so that we can live in His desired future for us. Let me be so bold as to say, I for one, 
don’t want to get back to normal! Normal is what we can think and accomplish. I want better than normal. I 
want bigger than normal. I want what can only be described as supernatural. I want God, Himself to move us 
from our goals to His goals. If the goal is to get back to normal, then our attention and focus will be on 
recapturing the glory and successes of yesterday. We will be living out of remembrances of the past and 
seeking to revive how God worked through us then and there. The problem with that is this is not “then and 
there” anymore. This is here and now.  
 
A lot has changed in the past two years. What has not changed is God. He is the same yesterday, today and 
forever. And how did God move among people? Not by recapturing yesterday, but by creating a new journey 
and a new direction for His people to join in with as we follow Him while still staying true to the Kingdom 
directives He has given us. We still preach the Word. We still make disciples. We still love our neighbors and 
love our Lord. That is the “what”, or the substance, of who we are. And if our “how” becomes an outworking of 
our own abilities, our own experiences, our own history, or our resources, then I’m afraid we will just get back 
to normal. 
 
As we make our plans and lay yearlong calendars of events out or even move into building or upkeep phases 
of church life, always temper it all with the question, “why are we doing what we are doing?”. And if we are 
doing what we are doing because God directed it for a new journey for today (and we have sought Him for 
that direction) then we can know that He is accomplishing His outcome. And God’s outcome is never normal. 
It is always supernatural.  

Pastor Leroy 
 
 
 



 Golden Age 
  

Ladies 
Please come & join us 

 

March 7th  at  2:00 pm 
 

Food, Fun, Trips, 
Fellowship 

Have You Lost Your First Love 
 

Sometimes I feel I'm pulled in so many wrong directions 
Sometimes I feel the world seducing my affections 

It's not that I don't know the way it's just a heart that's prone to stray 
But with my weaknesses admitted You will keep all that I've committed 

So I commit my heart to you, my first love 

First love, first love, my soul longs after you 
First love, my first love, I want my heart to stay so true 
Because you first loved me, Jesus, you will always be 

You will always be, my first love 

(Lyrics from the Song “First Love” by Petra) 

People are passionate about their love of sports teams, music artists, activities, etc.  If 
you have ever been with someone who has recently fallen in love, every other word out 
of the person’s mouth is about that new relationship.  With enthusiasm, the individual 
describes every detail, sometimes again and again!  That’s a wonderful picture of how 
passionate God wants us to be about Him. In Revelation 2:1-7, Jesus is writing to the 
church in Ephesus and He commends them for their good deeds, hard work, persever-
ance, enduring hardships in His name, and not growing weary.  And then there comes a 
warning:  “Yet I hold this against you: You have forsaken your first love.  Remember 
the height from which you have fallen! Repent and do the things you did at first.  If 
you don’t repent, I will come and remove your lampstand from its place among the 
churches.” 
 

Ephesus was situated in what we know today as Turkey. It wasn’t the capital city 
(Pergamum), but it was by far the wealthiest and the greatest city in all Asia. It was a 
major center for trade, travel, culture, religion and business.  The Apostle Paul paid a 
visit there in about AD 53. You can read about it in Acts 19. His ministry was so success-
ful that it practically turned the city upside-down. But in the very heart of that city he  
started a church that was filled with believers who were active, who were loyal, and who 
were fervent in their faith.  Their church calendar might have been full of different activi-
ties such as prayer meetings, Bible studies, outreach events, kids’ and youth ministries,  
senior adult ministry, communion, and worship services. Jesus said to them, “I know 
about your hard work.  I can see what you are doing and I appreciate your faithful  
service!”  This was an active church. 
   

After Jesus commends them He then looks right into their eyes and to the depths of their 
very soul and He utters words which must have cut them to the core: ”Yet I hold this 
against you: You have forsaken your first love.”  What happened? What had gone 
wrong? Now I don’t imagine that their forsaking their first love happened in one giant 
step. It wasn’t that one day they got up and decided not to love God any more. It was a 
gradual thing.  For a while their love for God was so great and so infectious that people 
were drawn into their fellowship. Great sermons were preached, and wonderful things 
were happening. And they were known far and wide for their steadfast faithfulness, even 
in the face of persecution.  But then they got so consumed with activity, so busy doing 
things for Jesus, that they stopped spending time with Him, both personally and corpo-
rately. Eventually all that was left was people going through the motions.    
I have been there! You can almost hear the pain in Jesus' voice as He utters the words – 
“You have lost your first love. You just don’t love me anymore. Oh, how I long that you 
would love me as you did in those first days.” 
  
Love...you see, that’s the starting point of the Christian life. Our Christian life begins 
when we fall in love with Jesus and on our journey at some point – and this may have 
happened to some of you – other things become more important, other things consume 
your time, and other things compete for your attention. It might be work related, might be 
family related, might even be church related – but other things keep you so busy that you 
no longer have time to spend in the presence of God – and you’ve lost your first love. 
Your love for him has grown cold and weary. You know longer love Jesus or other people 
in the fellowship as you did at first. 
 
You see it doesn’t matter how established your beliefs are. It doesn’t matter how blame-
less your character is. It doesn’t matter how good you are at persevering under trial. It 
doesn’t even matter how good and professional our church services are. What does  
matter – what really matters – is whether you are still in love with Jesus Christ as you 
were on the day when you first found Him.  Let us return to our first Love, Jesus Christ! 
 
 “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,  
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28) 

Bro. Andrew 

DNOW   March 4 - 6 
 

We  need help with drivers, 
drinks, snacks 

mac & cheese, salad and  
desserts! 

contact Harold    221-1565 
                  Cindy     221-2336 

VBS Leader/Worker Training 

Saturday, March 12th 

FBC Thomasville 

see Cindy Smith  

Church Council Meeting 
 

Thursday, March 3rd 
5:00 pm at the office 

Deacons Meeting 
Sunday, March 13th 

6:00 pm 

Ladies Bible Study 
with Dianne Fenn 

 

Tuesday, March 8th 
2:00 pm at church office 

 

(2nd Tuesday of each month) 

VBS Leader Meeting/
Luncheon following the AM 

service 
 

 Sunday, March 20th 
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March Breakfast Teams 
 

March 6  Dianne Fenn Class 
 

March 13  YOUTH 
 

March 20  M. Williams/S. Long Class 
 

March 27  David Drury Class 

March Nursery Workers 
 

March 6  Melea & Duane Bentley 
     Lynne Aldridge 
 
March 13  Kimberly & Jamie NeSmith 
     Melodie Chaffer 
 
March 20  Kristy & Wesley Palmer 
     Olivia 
 
March 27  Pam & Mark Harris 
     Karen Moltz 

       

     The Devil Can’t Touch Me! 
 
 Is that a fair statement? How close can  
 Satan come to me? In what ways do I  
 need to be prepared for his attacks?  
 

 In our study of “The Adversary” in youth, we have looked at 
how important it is to know how the adversary works, with 
what he works with and what his motive and goal is! In the  
story of Job and his battle with Satan, we see at least 3 lessons 
for us today on how we approach this very same battle! 
 

1. We see Job has already been preparing his life through his 
sacrifices to the Lord on a daily basis. Through these sacrifices 
he is declaring to God and those around him of his love and 
devotion to God through obedience. He is sacrificing out of 
what God has already blessed him with, not trying to “buy  
favor” with God in the future! 
 
2. We see how Satan wants to divide that relationship between 
God and Job, and how he is granted limited control, by God,  to 
control earths elements as fire and wind, to control nations of 
people as the Chaldeans and the Sabians. God then allowed him 
control over his body in the form of boils! Without a faith and 
trust in God’s goodness, Job would have given into Satan's plan 
of division. 
 
3.  We see how God blesses Job with twice the cattle, sheep,  
camels, donkeys and even 10 more children! God chose to use 
Satan's plan and attacks to show the people of Job’s day what 
complete faith and trust in the Lord can accomplish! What a 
testimony Job was for all those around him then and us today 
as we face trials. 
 
So, how does Satan do battle today? Much like he did with Job. 
He wants to divide our relationship with God, he wants us to 
take our mind off of what God is doing with us for His glory 
and cause us to focus on our selfish comfort’s. He wants us to 
give up on God before we see the big picture God is painting. 
The battle does belong to the Lord, be we are commanded to 
put on the whole armor of God that we may be ready to fight 
the adversary!                  Ephesians 6:10-20 
 

In Christ,  
Harold 
 

    

Women’s Ministry Spring Fling 
 

Sunday, March 20th 
at the home of    Pat Connell 

250 Primitive Ave 
 

Drop in from 2:00 until 3:30 pm 
 

Learn about Annie Armstrong, 
fellowship with us and don’t forget to  

bring your donation for the  
Annie Armstrong Easter Offering 

Annie Armstrong  
Week of Prayer 

 

March 19th  -  26th 
 

OUR GOAL:    $ 5000 

 

Family Night 
Sunday, March 27th 

 

More info to come 
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Our Members Birthdays in the 
Month of   March 
 
1 Roberta Lock 
1  Pat Connell 
4 Reed Bentley 
5 Grace Drury 
7 Addilyn Norman 
9 Jean Walters 
11 Brooks Davis 
11  Wesley Palmer 
12 Carl Long 
14 Sue Taylor 
14  Ruby Lodge 
14 Ami Mejia 
15 Robin Presley 
16 Kevin Harrell 
18 Travis Carlton 
19 Buddy Cooper 
19 Monika Maloy 
20 Carol Whigham 
21 Janice James 

21 Margaret Williams 
23 Duane Bentley 
24 Susan Long 
25 Gerald Wynn 
27 Kenny Hurst 
28 Jenny Marshall 
29 Libby Moats 
29  Alicia Westcott 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 
 

8:00 am  -  4:00 pm 
Closed on Friday 

Activate The Prayer Chain 
 
Tina Sellers     294-8443 
Helen Schmidt   294-2818   
 

Alternates:  
Earlean Shiver   294-8073 

 

“In God We Trust” 

Deacons of the Month 
 

Neal Hilliard 
413-2721 
 
Rick Winters 
224-7329 

         Rev. Leroy Williams     321-292-9650 
     Pastor 
 
    Rev. Harold Smith       229-221-1565 
    Minister of Youth                        harold@pelhamfbc.org                      
 
 Rev. Andrew Chaffer     229-319-0472 
 Minister of Music                  revchaffer@gmail.com 
  
     Earlean Shiver                 336-3445 
 Ministry Assistant              eshiver@pelhamfbc.org 
 
 Neal Hilliard                      229-413-2721 
 Deacon Chairman      nealhilliard12@gmail.com 

Staff at Home 



Vacation Bible School 
May 23rd  -  27th 

 

If you can help in any way, 
please sign-up at the VBS table 

in the foyer! 

SAVE THE DATE!!!! 
 

Donuts, Devotion and Art 
 

ALL Ladies, youth age and up 
 

Saturday, April 30th   9:30 am -12:30 pm 

More info to come! 

First Baptist Church - Pelham 
 

SUNDAY 
 

9:15 am      Morning Mingle  -  Breakfast 
9:40 am        Children’s Sunday School Opening Rally  
9:45 am        Adult & Teen Sunday School Classes meet 
10:00 am      Children’s Sunday School Classes meet 
11:00 am      Morning Worship Service and on  
                 Facebook @First Baptist Church Pelham 
 
 

Monday 
6:00 - 7:30 pm       Ladies Bible Study on Elijah   
 
6:00 pm                   Men’s Bible Study   

 
Tuesday 
12:00 Noon             Men’s Lunch/Bible Study  
                       Call church office to order lunch 
 
2:00 pm     Ladies Tuesday Bible Study with Dianne 
 
7:00 pm     Men’s Prison Ministry   
 

Wednesday  
 

5:00—5:30 pm    Kid’s Choir 
5:00—6:00 pm    Supper 
6:00—7:00 pm    Prayer Meeting 
6:00—7:30 pm    Children “Answers in Genesis” 
6:00 - 7:30 pm        Youth Meeting 
7:30 pm      Choir 
 
Masks are at each entrance. Facility will be cleaned and  
sterilized weekly. 

Prayer List 
 

MEMBERS      
Jean Bodin       medical 
Buddy Campbell     recovering surgery 
Larry Frosteg      medical 
Shirley Humphries    medical  
Philip Strickland     medical 
David Wells      medical 
Debbie Winters     recovering surgery 
 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Merrick  2 yrs old (Murphy)  brain cancer 
Al Adams (Godwin)     medical 
Lynda Adams (White)    medical 
Eula Beckwith      medical 
Mark Bodin       medical 
Britain Brown      needs kidney transplant 
David Burt (Smith)     cancer/spiritual 
Wayne Carlton (Bozeman)  recovering surgery 
Abigail Free       medical 
Jennifer Fuller      medical 
Jerry Glenn       cancer 
Randy Harris      cancer 
Monica Goodman     medical 
Jeannie Mellow (Lock)    medical 
Jean Murphy (Monday)   medical 
John Murphy (Monday)   medical 
Emily Pollock   (Fenn)    needs kidney transplant 
Lincoln Rogers      3yr old/heart surgery 
Dorothy Sizemore     bone cancer 
James Sizemore                  medical 
Randy Sizemore (Strickland)      leukemia/ home 
Candace Trimble (Monday)  medical 
David  Trimble (Monday)           medical 
Eddie Wilson      needs liver transplant 
Renae Wynn      needs liver transplant 
 
Our World    City of Pelham    City of Camilla      
Our Schools    Spiritual needs in our community     
Pregnancy Center 

 
NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
 

Marcelene Drawdy, Parkway 
Eunice Hatcher, Parkway #403 
Arvilla Jean, Parkway  #409  
Imogene Jones, Parkway 
Charlotte Layton, Parkway #304 
Libby Moats, Legacy Tville  
Joyce Walton, Southern Pines 
Buddy Campbell, Magnolia Manor 

 
 
 
 

Tuesday, March 8th 
Staff Meeting    4:15 pm 

___________________________ 
 

Tuesday, March 22nd 
Staff Meeting     4:15 pm 

Memory Verse for the Month 
Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is good; 

    for his steadfast love endures forever!  
 

1 Chronicles 16:34 ESV 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


