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First Baptist Church     Pelham, Georgia 

The Crier 

[Rom 3:10 NKJV] 10 As it is written: "There is none righteous, no, not one;” 
 

“Why do bad things happen to good people?” That is a question that has been echoing around the chambers of social media and news 
platforms over the past several days in one fashion or another. We try to come to grips with evil in our world. We try to explain. We 
are left in wonder and amazement.  
 

Children enter school to finish out the year, and their lives on earth are finished before that day is over. It is a tragedy. My heart 
grieves as does yours.  
 

Southern Baptist faced a bombshell report this last week from Guidepost Solutions, an investigative group charged at the Nashville 
2020 Convention to report on sexual abuse within the churches of the Southern Baptist Convention. Their findings are nothing short 
of disturbing. The 288-page report shows the sinful failures of many that we have looked up to and venerated as leaders within the 
convention. https://static1.squarespace.com/static/6108172d83d55d3c9db4dd67/t/628bfccb599a375bece1f66c/1653341391218/
Guidepost+Solutions+Independent+Investigation+Report_.pdf  
 

On the surface, these two events seem to have nothing at all to do with each other…but they do.  
 

The question, “why do bad things happen to good people” is well-intentioned but misplaced in our world. Why? The depravity of 
man is on full display. We are all sin filled. Our world is fallen into its sinful nature.  
 

Last Sunday, I showed the context of the “Ask, Seek, Knock” passage of Matthew 7. "Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you 
will find; knock, and it will be opened to you.” (Matthew 7:7). That context in in relationship to the plank in our eye. It is a cry to God 
to remove the actions of sin from our lives. God truly wants us to occupy that Holy space that Dr. David spoke about during 
graduation. He desires people to “be holy as He is holy” (1 Peter 1:15) both in position and in practice. Positional holiness is received 
when we trust the atoning work of Jesus to cover us in His righteousness [Romans 5:19 NKJV] For as by one man's disobedience 
many were made sinners, so also by one Man's obedience many will be made righteous. That’s positional. We are saved, sealed and 
sanctified. Now we are to learn to walk in righteousness as we continually receive God’s continual cleansing from our practice of 
unrighteousness and learn to practice righteousness. [1John 3:10 NKJV] In this the children of God and the children of the devil are 
manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love his brother. [1John 1:6 NKJV] If we say 
that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. Our penalty for the payment of sin is 
shed when we receive Christs forgiveness through the cross. Our practice of sin is only shed as we continually ask, and seek, and 
knock for God to remove the works of sin from us.  
 

You see, sin still mars God’s perfect work in this fallen creation. Living in a fallen world means that there are none good, having been 
born into sin even as a child and having chosen sin even as an adult. This is not a simple answer. This a hard answer and its one we 
may not like. But every murder, every rape, every assault, every cancer, every stroke, every heart attack, every heart break, and every 
hurt are all the direct result of sin and man’s fallen nature.  
 

A better question is, “why does anything good at all, happen to bad people?”. Why does God still bring us family and friends to share 
life with? Why does God still endeavor to reach us with His love? Why are there flowers to bloom and birds to sing for our 
enjoyment? Why is there even forgiveness at the cross from a Holy God who owes us nothing?  
 

Pain is real and hurt is hard. I hurt this week, as did you. In all the fallenness of man that was on full display, I grieved. But even that 
hurt and pain is a good gift of God. It makes us admit, “there is something deeply wrong.” And there is. That something is we are 
living in less than what God created for us. We are living in a fallen world. And we are living in it while hungering for what is right. 
Our challenge is to be what is right while walking through what is wrong. And to hold onto the hope that God is going to make 
everything right again in His timing. 
 

[Rom 8:22-29 NKJV] 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until now. 23 
Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for 
the adoption, the redemption of our body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does 
one still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance. 26 
Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit 
Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what 
the mind of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God. 28 And we know that all 
things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom 
He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many 
brethren. 
 

Eagerly Waiting, 
 

Pastor Leroy 
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Living in Laodicea 
 

We have turned from your laws - To try to find a better way 
Each man does today what is right in his own eyes 

We will pay the price for our sinning - We can never know true living 
We've exchanged God’s truth for lies 

For I've been living in Laodicea 
And the fire that once burned bright - I've let it grow dim 

And the very One I swore that I would die for - Oh, has been forgotten 
As the world's become my friend, oh… 

For I've been living in Laodicea 

(Lyrics from the Song “Living in Laodicea” by Steve Camp, 1984) 

In Revelation 2-3 Jesus is sending a message to seven churches located near the coast of what is now modern day  
Turkey.  The last church, Laodicea, Jesus had the harshest words for the church.  In Revelation 3:16 He says, “So,  
because you are lukewarm - neither hot nor cold - I am about to vomit you out of my mouth.”   Pretty strong words 
– but here is a moment where Christ felt ill to the bottom of his stomach.   The question that remains is what was it that 
made Him feel sick? What if I told you that it was a congregation of Christians that made Him feel this way? In this last of 
the letters to the churches in Revelation we are going to see that this is a letter to a church which disgusted Christ.  
 
Laodicea was an important center of trade and communication and was known for 3 things:  It was known for its wealth 
for it was the financial and banking center of the whole region and had money to burn.  It was also famous for its school 
of medicine and for a special ointment known for its ability to cure eye defects.  Much of its wealth came from the produc-
tion of a fine quality of famous glossy black wool which would be exported throughout the known world.  But for all its 
fame, Laodicea was also known for something else. its horrible water supply.  Despite its wealth, it did not have a local 
water supply sufficient to provide for its population and so an aqueduct was built to bring water from hot springs 6 miles 
away.  On its journey overland to Laodicea, it cooled until it was lukewarm when it arrived.   
  
“Because you say, ‘I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing’—and do not know that you are 
wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked…”      Revelation 3:17   
 
There were two problems in Laodicean church which affect many of our churches today:  First, there was a problem with 
their commitment. This was a church that was lukewarm.  Now in this instance, we might be tempted to think of a spec-
trum with hot as being spiritual and cold as being totally unspiritual but that is not a correct interpretation here.  The whole 
image of the cold, hot and lukewarm Christian here relates to the water supply of the Laodiceans that was lukewarm and 
almost undrinkable.  How many of us love a hot cup of coffee or tea?   What about an ice cold soda? Would you prefer 
either lukewarm?  Just as water is only useful if it is hot or cold, so too, in God’s view, lukewarm comfortable Christians 
are useless and actually are nauseating to Him. God requires people who have zeal, passion, and a purpose – not lazy, 
apathetic, spirituality dead bodies who grace the pews of so many of our churches.  “Then Jesus said to His disciples, 
“The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few.”  (Matt 9:37) 
 
The second problem with the Laodicean church was that they were evaluating themselves by the world’s standards  
rather than God’s standards.  In the world’s eyes they were wealthy, self-sufficient, comfortable, and accepted.  But the 
church Christ desires isn’t meant to be a country club run for the benefit of its members. His church is to be salt and light 
that makes a difference in the world.  If we want to be spiritually useful (hot or cold), and spiritually strong we need three 
things:  faith, righteousness and spiritual sight.  “This righteousness is given through faith in Jesus Christ to all who 
believe.”  (Rom 3:22a) 
 
In Revelation 3:20 there is a description of Jesus who is standing at the door, knocking, and wanting to come into our 
lives and the church to commune and have intimate fellowship.  Some of us when we accept Christ we open the door and 
say, "Come on in the house, Jesus…but stay in the living room. Don’t wander around." We give God permission to  
occupy parts of our life, but the rest is off limits.  We say, "Jesus, you can have Sunday morning and maybe one night a 
week on occasion, but stay out of what I do in my free time... Jesus, I’ll give you my emotional troubles, but you can’t 
have my sexuality... Jesus, you can have some input on my career ... but don’t tell me what to do with the money I make 
from that career. Don’t start messing with my finances."  Will we surrender all to Jesus or continue to live in Laodicea? 
     
 “When these things begin to take place, stand up and lift up your heads,  
because your redemption is drawing near.” (Luke 21:28) 

Bro. Andrew 
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Earlean on Vacation 
June 27 - July 4th 

 2022 FBC MISSIONS TRIP 
 

WHEN:  July 9-16 
    Tucker Association will be there on Sat July 9 
    FBC Youth will be leaving Pelham @ 12:30 July 10 
    Work projects will begin on Mon morning July 11 
       Join us for the whole week or just part of the week! 
 

Where:  Hiawassee, Ga area 
 

Why:   To help with various ministries in the area                                                                               
 

Who with: Tucker Baptist Association  
 

What to do: Serving Various ministries in that area! 
construction projects - Yard work   
Park Outreach  
Ministry Thrift store organization 

 

What’s required: 1. $100 / Adult  $50 / Student 
          2. Be willing to have a gospel conversation  
       with people 
      3. Be willing to do some physical work as   
       needed 
 

What is needed: Bible, pen and notebook,  
      pillow and linens,  
      work clothes,  
      swimsuit (one piece or cover up for ladies,  
      loose fitting shorts for guys),  

good closed toe shoes for working and hiking 
 

Meals are included except the travel 
 

Questions:  Harold Smith  229-221-1565 
Sign Up: https://rb.gy/0hzvce  

 

   

 

Staff Meeting 
Tuesday, June 7th 

4:15 pm 

 

Family Date Night 
Saturday, June 18th 

6:00 pm 

New Fellowship Hall 
 

 

“Show Me 

the Father” 
 

Everyone has a unique father story. 

Whether positive or painful, it's always 

personal and can deeply affect the core  

of our identity and direction of our lives. 

Kendrick Brothers' SHOW ME THE  

FATHER is the first documentary film 

from the creators of WAR ROOM,  

OVERCOMER, FIREPROOF, and  

COURAGEOUS Legacy. Featuring a  

variety of amazing true stories, this capti-

vating movie takes audiences of all ages 

on an inspiring and emotional cinematic 

journey. Providing a fresh perspective on 

the roles of fathers in today's society, 

SHOW ME THE FATHER  

invites you to think differently about how 

you view your earthly father, and how you 

personally relate to God.  

 

Bring your favorite finger food  and let’s 

enjoy a fun time of fellowship!  

Bring your lawn chair or blanket.  

 

Deacons Meeting 
Sunday, June 12th 

8:30 am 

https://rb.gy/0hzvce
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Our Members Birthdays in the 
Month of   June 
 
1 Ann Hays 

2 Wren Norman 

4 Nichole Hilliard 

4  Tracy Singleton 

4 Noah Wilson 

6 Ed Lunderman 

8 Richard Winters 

13 Marsha Walton 

14 Joel Chaffer 

18 Rebecca Harris 

24 Christine Wallace 

26 Bette Frosteg 

26  Betty Sellers 

29 David Kitchens 

29  Simon Mejia 

30  Lynn Scott 

 

Office Hours 
 

Monday - Thursday 
 

8:00 am  -  4:00 pm 
Closed on Friday 

Activate The Prayer Chain     Tina Sellers         294-8443 
            Helen Schmidt   294-2818 
                                    Earlean Shiver    294-8073 

 

“In God We Trust” 

         Rev. Leroy Williams     321-292-9650 
     Pastor 
 
    Rev. Harold Smith       229-221-1565 
    Minister of Youth                        harold@pelhamfbc.org                      
 
 Rev. Andrew Chaffer     229-319-0472 
 Minister of Music                  revchaffer@gmail.com 
  
     Earlean Shiver                 336-3445 
 Ministry Assistant              eshiver@pelhamfbc.org 
 
 Neal Hilliard                      229-413-2721 
 Deacon Chairman      nealhilliard12@gmail.com 

Staff at Home 

Deacons of the Month June 
 

Reggie Feagin     Simon Mejia 
393-6770      886-3328 
 
Deacons of the Month July 
 

Donald Bishop         Jimmy Godwin 
977-3482       221-1547 



 Breakfast Teams 
 

Muffins, Danish for 

SUNDAY BREAKFAST 

DURING June & July 

will resume in August 

with new rotation schedule 

Nursery Workers 
 

Schedule will be listed soon 

First Baptist Church - Pelham 
 

SUNDAY 
 

9:15 am      Morning Mingle  -  Breakfast 
9:40 am        Children’s Sunday School Opening Rally  
9:45 am        Adult & Teen Sunday School Classes meet 
10:00 am      Children’s Sunday School Classes meet 
11:00 am      Morning Worship Service and on  
                 Facebook @First Baptist Church Pelham 
 
 

Monday 
6:00 - 7:30 pm    Ladies Bible Study will resume in September   
 
6:00 pm                   Men’s Bible Study   

 
Tuesday 
12:00 Noon             Men’s Lunch/Bible Study  
                       Call church office to order lunch 
 
7:00 pm     Men’s Prison Ministry   
 

Wednesday  
 

5:00—5:30 pm    Kid’s Choir 
5:00—6:00 pm    Supper 
6:00—7:00 pm    Prayer Meeting 
6:00—7:30 pm    Children “Answers in Genesis” 
6:00 - 7:30 pm        Youth Meeting 
7:30 pm      Choir 
 
Masks are at each entrance. Facility will be cleaned and  
sterilized weekly. 

Prayer List 
 

MEMBERS      
Don Bodin       medical 
Jean Bodin       medical 
Larry Frosteg      medical 
Shirley Humphries     recovering surgery 
Glenda Rich       medical 
Sue Strickland      Tville hosp.  RM# 506 
David Wells       medical 
 
FRIENDS AND FAMILY 
Merrick  2 yrs old (Murphy)  brain cancer 
Al Adams (Godwin)     medical 
Lynda Adams (White)    medical 
Eula Beckwith      medical 
Britain Brown      needs kidney transplant 
David Burt (Smith)     cancer/spiritual 
Allen Creech       cancer 
Monica Goodman     cancer 
Randy Harris      cancer 
Bob & Donna Jarvis (Monday) son’s drug addiction 
Bryce McDowell (Brim)   diabetes 
Jeannie Mellow (Lock)    medical 
Richard Mucill (Walters)   covid 
Jean Murphy (Monday)   medical 
John Murphy (Monday)   medical 
Emily Pollock   (Fenn)    needs kidney transplant 
Les Pollock       cancer 
Lynda Pollock      car accident 
Dorothy Sizemore     bone cancer 
James Sizemore                  medical 
Randy Sizemore (Strickland)      leukemia/ home 
Candace Trimble (Monday)  medical 
David  Trimble (Monday)           medical 
Eddie Wilson      needs liver transplant 
Anetta Williams      medical 
Renae Wynn          recovering liver transplant 
 

Our World  City of Pelham  City of Camilla   Our Schools     
Spiritual needs in our community  Pregnancy Center 
 

NURSING HOME RESIDENTS 
Marcelene Drawdy, Parkway 
Eunice Hatcher, Parkway #403 
Arvilla Jean, Parkway  #409  
Imogene Jones, Parkway 
Charlotte Layton, Parkway #304 
Libby Moats, Legacy Tville  
Joyce Walton, Southern Pines 
Buddy Campbell, Magnolia Manor 
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Memory Verse for the Month 
being confident of this, that he who began a good work  

in you will carry it on to completion until the day of  

Christ Jesus.  

                                                                                                               Philippians 1:6 

Church Council Meeting 
Thursday, June 2nd    5:00 pm 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


